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Jan 1 

Learning Christ 
 
Blessed is the man that walks not in the counsel of the 
ungodly,  nor stands in the way of sinners,  nor sits in 

the seat of the scornful .But his del ight is in the law of 
the LORD; and in his law does he meditate day and 

night.(Ps.  1:1-2)  
 
Christ  in us,  the hope of  glory,  (Col .  1:27) is the essence 
of  Christ iani ty.   Thus,  God has giv en us an infal l ible 
counselor in His Son – who dwel ls in bel iev ers through the 
Spi r i t .  “For unto us a chi ld is born,  unto us a son i s giv en:  
and the gov ernment shal l  be upon his shoulder:  and his 
name shal l  be cal led W onderful ,  Counselor ,  The mighty 
God, The ev erlast ing Father,  The Prince of  Peace.   ( Is.  
9:6)  Jesus is the Truth.  If  you know Him, you wi l l  know 
the wi l l  of  God. 
 
There can be many decei tful  counselors in our l ives.   But 
perhaps the most decei tful counselor of  al l  is our own 
natural  man.  Natural  man does not  necessari ly of fer 
sinful  counsel ,  in the conv ent ional  sense of  the word.   But  
natural  man may of fer rel igious adv ice that  wi l l  side wi th 
our own interests,  rather than the interests of  God. 
 
The OT, of  which Psalms is a large part ,  of ten uses the 
law – which was a shadow of  Christ  – to represent the NT 
real i ty of  Jesus Christ  in us.   Such is the case in this 
Psalm.  We are not  to l ive according to natural  man.  
Rather,  Jesus Chri st  is to be our l i f e, and thus our  
counsel .   W e ought to seek to medi tate day and night  
upon Him.  W e need to learn Chri st .  
 
I t  is God’s purpose for this age to form Christ  in us.   He 
wants to br ing us into an inward real izat ion of  Christ .   
Thus,  al though Chri st  m ight  tel l  us things and giv e us 
di rect ion,  the pr imary way in which Jesus is our counselor  
is by rev ealing HIMSELF in us.   In other  words,  i f  we 
KNOW HIM we wi l l  of ten know the wi l l  of  God.He is the 
counselor that  God has giv en us – the v ery indwel l ing of  
His Son by the Holy Spi r i t. 
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Jan 2 

The True Vine 
 

And he shall  be l ike a tree planted by the rivers of 
water,  that brings forth his fruit  in his season; his leaf 

also shall  not wither; and whatsoever he does shall  
prosper.   (Ps.  1:3)  

 
Jesus Christ  in us through the Spi r i t of  God is,  "the r iver 
of  l iv ing water."   I t  is only by being planted into Jesus 
Christ  as our l iv ing r iver – as our l i f e --  that  His l i f e can 
become our l i f e in a pract ical  way.    
 
I t  is incorrect  to say that  Jesus Chri st  giv es us a THING 
cal led,  “eternal  l i f e. ”   No.   Jesus Chri st  giv es us HIMSELF 
– IN HIM there is al l  l i f e.   He said,  “ I  Am THE l i f e. ”  It  is 
only i f  we are uni ted wi th Christ  through death and 
resurrect ion – which is how we are planted into Him – that  
He IS our l i f e. 
 
Frui t cannot be producedor l iv e wi thout  the v ine – f rui t 
must  hav e a source of  l i f e.Jesus Christ  is the source of  al l  
spi r i tual  f ruit  in the Christ ian.   Al l  spi r i tual  f rui t  – the f rui ts 
of  the spi r i t  – are of  Jesus Christ .   There are not  two 
spi r i tual  l iv es in the Christ ian – Jesus is THE l i f e – He is 
our l i f e.   (Col .  3:4)  Thus,  His l i f e BY the Holy Spi r i t is the 
l i f e that  produces the f rui ts of  the Holy Spi r i t  in the 
bel iev er.  The f rui ts of  the Spi ri t  are the character of  the 
Christ  who dwel ls in us being manifested through us.  
 
The l i f e of  Jesus is resurrect ion l i f e – i t  cannot wi ther  
because i t  is l i f e born out  of  v ictory ov er death.   And al l  
that  is of  that  l i f e wi l l  prosper – for the l i f e of  Jesus Chri st  
is the only l i f e that  wi l l  abide forev er. 
 

 
 

Jan 3 
The Need for Revelation 

 
Why do the heathen rage and the people imagine a 

vain thing?  (Ps.  2:1)  
 
W ithout  a t rue,  inward knowledge of  Jesus Christ ,  there is 
l i tt le more than any of  us can do except,  “ imagine a vain 
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thing.”  W e wi l l  l ive in the fut i l i ty of  our own mind;  the 
sel f -assurance of  our own mind.   
 
This is certainly t rue of  unbel iev ers.   But  sadly,  i t  is t rue 
of  many who profess Christ .   There are many whose 
supposed knowledge of  God is a product  of  thei r 
imaginat ion.   They t ry to walk wi th a Jesus that  they hav e 
created f rom out  of  themselv es.   Rather than receiv e the 
Truth,  they hav e turned to fables.   Rather  than receiv e 
rev elat ion,  they are deceiv ed by thei r  own imaginat ion.    
 
God has another purpose.   He wants to reveal  Christ  IN 
His people.   He wants to form Christ  in us --  br ing us into  
an inward real izat ion of  Jesus.   (Gal .  4:19)  This is the 
only solut ion to the fut i l i ty of  man's mind --  we must know 
Jesus Christ .  
 
In the f inal  analysis,  we are ei ther going to receiv e the 
Truth in Christ  and al low i t  to adjust  us,  or we are going to  
at tempt to adjust  the Truth to sui t  us.   The former wi l l  set  
us f ree to walk wi th Chri st .   The lat ter wi l l  bind us al l  the 
more under the power of  our imaginat ion,  as dictated by  
rel igious f lesh.   But  in this we are not  lef t  to ourselv es – 
Jesus said that  God would cont inual ly seek to guide us 
into al l  Truth. 
 
Jesus Christ  IS the Truth.  It  is only by growing to know 
Him that  we can be set  f ree f rom what the f lesh is able to  
produce.   And i t  is only by knowing Chri st  that  we can 
discern.   Al l  discernment in the Christ ian l i f e is the 
outcome of  knowing Jesus Chri st .  
 

 
 

Jan 4 
Inheritance in The Son 

 
I wi l l  declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, 
Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask of 

me, and I shall  give thee the heathen for thine 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
thy possession.Thou shalt break them with a rod of 
iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces l ike a potter's 

vessel.   (Ps.  2:7-9)  
 
Jesus Chri st  is four t imes in the gospel  of  John cal led,  
“ the only begotten Son of  God.”  The phrase could easi ly 
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be t ranslated,  “ the uniquely begotten Son of  God” – ei ther 
rendering is good, for Jesus was the ONLY Son begotten 
of  the Father in that  way.   The rest  of  the sons and 
daughters are begotten in and through Jesus Christ .   
God’s family is The Father,  the only begotten Son, and al l  
who are IN the Son. 
 
You wi l l  not ice that  ev erything that  the Father promises 
the Son in this passage is l ikewise ex tended to those who 
are born f rom abov e IN the Son.  In short ,  everything God 
has to giv e to humani ty is found solely in Christ .   W e are 
seated in Chri st  in heav enly places.   In Him we are giv en 
the eternal  inheri tance.   W e are to si t  wi th Him in His 
throne,  ev en as He si ts wi th the Father in  the Father’s 
throne.   There is nothing God has to giv e that  is giv en 
outside of  the only begotten Son of  God. 
 
The ful lness of  these promises wi l l  be real ized in the 
eternal  ages yet  to come.  But  the foundat ion and seeds 
are being planted now IN bel iev ers.   Paul  says that  God, 
“has blessed us wi th al l  spi r i tual blessings in heav enly 
placesin Christ . ”   (Eph. 1:3)  God has not  giv en us a 
port ion of  Christ ’s inheri tance,  nor has He giv en us an 
inheri tance of  our own.  No.   God has giv en us Christ  –  
and that  means He has giv en us al l  that He has giv en 
Christ  Himself .   W e are co-hei rs.   W e are one wi th Christ .   
We receive al l  that  is IN HIM. 
 

 
 

Jan 5 
The Lifter of My Head 

 
LORD, how are they increased that trouble me! 

Manyare they that rise up against me. Many there be 
which say of my soul,  There is no help for him in God. 
Selah.But thou, O LORD, art a shield for me; my glory,  

and the l i fter up of mine head.  (Ps.  3:1-2)  
 
If  Christ  is in us,  then we hav e two natures - -  we are 
joined to the Lord and one spi r i t  wi th Him.  ( I Cor.  6:17)  
This is the new creat ion in Christ .   But  there also remains 
al l  that  is outside of  that  union wi th Chri st  --  natural  man.  
Many of  us,  ev en af ter we are sav ed, cont inue to l ive f rom 
out  of ,  and on the basis of ,  our natural  man.  We try to 
l ive as Christ ians.   And we don 't  real ize what we are 
doing.  
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Of ten,  the t r ial of  fai th is used by God to set  us f ree f rom 
a Christ ian l i f e based on natural  rel igious man so that  we 
might  l iv e by fai th f rom out  of  Jesus Christ .   God wi l l  seek  
to draw us out  of  ourselv es by al lowing us to encounter  
that  which is too much for our natural  man --  indeed, too 
much for natural  RELIGIOUS man.  He wants to expose us 
as insuf f icient  so that  we wi l l  turn to faith in His Son.  
 
This is of ten what is happening,  when, despi te al l  of  our 
prayer,  we cannot see or sense God.  I t  is NOT that  God 
is indif ferent  or hiding f rom us.   Rather,  He is t ry ing to 
show us the Truth --  that  we hav e been relying on our  
natural  man -- such as feel ings or mere brainpower.   But  
along side of  this,  He wi l l  begin to rev eal  to us Hi s Son..  
 
God is seeking to br ing us into the Truth of  Jesus Christ .   
There are always going to be,  "many v oices," that  say,  
"There is no help for you in God."  Our feel ings may say  
this;  our fears;  our thinking.   And certainly, c i rcumstances 
may suggest  to us that  God is indi f ferent  to us.   Yet  no 
matter what v oice is t ry ing to conv ince us that  there i s no 
help f rom God, they are l ies.   The Truth is,  there is no 
help in OURSELVES.  But  i f  we are IN CHRIST there is 
nev er a t ime when there is no help for us in  God.  Jesus 
Christ  in us is our only shield and the only, " l i f ter of  our 
head."  
 

 
 

Jan 6 
Resting in Christ 

 
I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the LORD 

sustained me.  (Ps.  3:5)  
 
One of  the greatest  sources of  spi r i tual paralysis in the 
l i f e of  the bel iev er is pre-occupat ion wi th  SELF.  We 
pract ice this in two ways --  ei ther we are constant ly 
fussing ov er our sins and faul ts and t rying to  f ix  ourselv es 
and make ourselv es r ight , or we are cont inual ly exal ting 
our v alue and worth.   Both are f rom the same source and 
same error.   Indeed, they are our only two opt ions i f  we 
do not  know Jesus Chri st .  
 
The Truth of  Jesus Christ  --  i f  we real ly come into an 
inward real izat ion of  Christ  --  wi l l  not  condemn us or exal t 
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us.   Indeed, the Truth wi l l  set  us f ree f rom ourselv es.   
This is a condi t ion only possible i f  Christ  is rev ealed IN 
US, and i t  is completely outside of  human capabi l i ty 
otherwise.   You cannot get  f ree f rom sel f  by t rying to get  
f ree f rom sel f  --  by pract ic ing any rel igion,  ev en if  based 
in the Bible,  nor by human ef fort  of  any kind.  You must be 
born f rom abov e and given a new capaci ty in Christ .   In 
Him alone is such f reedom real ized.   The resul t  is that  we 
are able to lose our l iv es into His hands --  we are able to,  
by fai th in HIM, leav e ourselv es alone.   We can lay down 
and sleep wi th regards to ourselv es,  because we know 
that  i t is the Lord who is our sustenance,  indeed, i t  is 
Christ  who i s our l i f e. 
 

 
 

Jan 7 
Salvation Belongs to the Lord 

 
Salvation belongs unto the LORD: thy blessing is upon 

thy people.  Selah.  (Ps.  3:8)  
 
Don't  think of  this statement,  "Salv ation belongs unto the 
Lord,"  as a matter of  God possessing the r ight  to mete out  
salv ation to whomev er He pleases.   That  is not  the point  
here.   Rather,  salv at ion belongs to the Lord in that  He 
alone is LIFE.  God has giv en l i f e in the Son --  indeed,  
Jesus said,  " I  AM the l i f e."   Thus,  salv ation belongs to the 
Lord because Jesus Chri st  is THE l i f e,  the ONLY l i f e,  and 
i t  is only as we come to Him and receiv e Him by grace 
does He become OUR LIFE.  (Col.  3:4) 
 
We need to see that  God does not  simply give us a 
THING, or a classi f ication,  cal led LIFE.  No.   Rather,  God 
giv es us Jesus Christ ;  IN W HOM there is a l l  l i f e.   Jesus 
Christ  is THE LIFE, and i t  is only as we are joined to Him 
in spi r i t ,  and abide in Him, that  we are al iv e wi th His l i f e.  
 
If  Jesus Christ  is our l i f e, then Jesus Christ  is our  
ev erything --  for there is NOTHING that  is outside of  l i f e -- 
except  death.   Thus,  we are to abide in Christ ,  and to l iv e 
f rom out  of  Him by faith for ALL.  In Christ  God has giv en 
al l  that  He has to giv e to humani ty.  And there is nothing 
that  is outside of  Christ  that  God has to  giv e.   God's 
blessing is upon Hi s people solely in His Son. 
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Jan 8 
Enlargement Through Adversity 

 
Hear me when I cal l ,  O God of my righteousness: thou 
hast enlarged me when I was in distress; have mercy 

upon me, and hear my prayer.   (Ps.  4:1)  
 
You wi l l  note that  this is not  a cry for help that  is made on 
the basis of  the r ighteousness of  the one praying.   No.   
The cry is unto,  "God, of  my r ighteousness."   
 
Jesus Christ  IS the r ighteousness of  the bel iev er.  This 
means that ,  yes,  i f  we put  our faith in Christ ,  God does 
LEGALLY IMPUTE to us the r ighteousness of  Jesus 
Christ .   But  more important ly, God IMPARTS to us Christ  
Himself .   Once we are joined to the Lord --  He IS our l i f e 
and He IS made to be our r ighteousness.  (see I  Cor.  1:30) 
 
There is no r ighteousness that  ex ists except what is found 
in Jesus Christ .   Thus,  i f  Christ  is in us,  HE IS our 
r ighteousness.   Indeed, i f  we are walking in our OW N 
righteousness,  ev en as professing Christ i ans,  we are 
deceiv ed and l iv ing under the l ie of  a false gospel .  
 
I t  is upon the r ighteousness of  God, and not  himself ,  that 
Dav id makes this cry to God.  And ev en whi le in dist ress,  
Dav id acknowledges that  God is using i t  to enlarge him.  
What does that  mean?  That  Dav id is becoming a bigger  
person?  No.  I t  means that  Dav id is becoming a smal ler 
person --  but  as a resul t ,  God is becoming bigger to  
Dav id.   In short ,  God now has an enlarged dwel l ing place 
wi th Dav id.    
 
I t  is when God thoroughly exposes our unrighteousness 
and our sel f -righteousness that  we become enlarged.   As 
long as we are,  " ful l  of  ourselv es," and pre-occupied wi th  
ourselv es,  that  there is a smal ler place for Jesus Chri st .   
I t  is through dist ress and t r ials that  our empt iness is 
exposed, and we are giv en the opportuni ty to put  
ourselv es aside and to rest  al l  of  our fai th in Christ ,  and in  
His r ighteousness.  
 

 
 



 9

Jan 9 
Turning Glory Into Shame 

 
O ye sons of men, how long wil l  ye turn my glory into 

shame? how long wil l  ye love vanity,  and seek after 
leasing? Selah.  (Ps.  4:2)  

 
Paul  the apost le wri tes,  "They are enemies of  the cross of  
Christ :whose end is destruct ion,  whose God is thei r  bel ly, 
and whose glory is in thei r  shame, who mind earthly 
things.”  (Phi l .  3:17-18)   
 
Paul  suggests that  an,  "enemy of  the Cross," is not  
necessari ly someone who preaches di rect ly against  the 
Cross,  nor merely someone who t r ies to legi timize or 
af f i rm sin.   Rather,  an enemy of  the Cross is someone 
who, “minds earthly things.”  General ly, this is a person 
who preaches or  pract ices a Chri st iani ty that  is based on,  
and is l iv ed out ,  through the means of  natura l  man. 
 
This is a denial  of  the personal  Cross.   If  we want to  
fol low Christ  we hav e to LOSE to Him our earthly nature 
for whatev er i t  takes for Him to get  His glory.   If  we refuse 
to do this we wi l l  l iv e rel igiously f rom out  of  the earthly,  
and ev entual ly turn the glory of  God into shame.  
 
This is contrary to the v ery core of  Christ iani ty.   Paul  tel ls 
us that  i f  Christ  is in you,  He has joined you to Himsel f  
and made you to be one spi r i t  wi th Him.  ( I  Cor.  6:17)  
This joining is the new creat ion – i t  is what i t  means to be 
IN CHRIST.  But  Paul  also says,  “ I f  any man is in Chri st  
he is a new creat ion.   Old things are PASSED OVER.  
Behold,  al l  things hav e become new.  And al l  things are 
out  f rom God.”  ( I I  Cor.  5:17-18)  W hat this means is that  
ev erything that  God is doing is based upon Jesus Chri st  in  
us.   NOTHING He is doing i s based upon the earthly –  
indeed, the earthly nature is under the Cross.    
 
An enemy of  the Cross wi l l  refuse the work  of  the Cross 
upon the earthly nature,  and subst i tute that  earthly nature 
for Jesus Christ  in us.   This is the pr imary way in which 
rel igious people turn the glory of  God in Christ  into  
shame. 
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Jan 10 

The Provision of God 
 

There be many that say,  Who will  show us any good? 
LORD, l i ft thou up the light of thy countenance upon 
us.Thou hast put gladness in my heart,  more than in 

the time that their corn and their wine increased. I wi l l  
both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, 

only makes me dwell  in safety.   (Ps.  4:8)  
 
Jesus taught,  "Seek you f i rst  His kingdom and His 
r ighteousness,  and al l  these things wi l l  be added unto 
you."  (Matt .  6:33)  To seek f i rst  His kingdom means to  
seek f i rst  His Lordship ov er US -- and then by ex tension --  
to seek f i rst  His Lordship ov er al l  else.   IF we do this,  
Jesus wi l l  be Lord,  not  only of  US personal ly,  but  He wi l l  
be Lord of  al l  of  our NEEDS.  And the resul t  wi l l  be that  
Christ  wi l l  add to us al l  that  we need, as i t  f i ts into the 
plan and purpose of  God. 
 
Many of  us do not  understand this.   Thus,  we seek f i rst , 
"al l  of  these things" – including our needs - -  and neglect  
losing ev erything f i rst  into the Lordship hands of  Jesus.   
Or,  we t ry to earn God’s blessings by get t ing under laws 
such as t i thing.   Some fal l  into the nonsense of ,  “plant ing 
a seed,” in a minist ry so that  we can supposedly,  “reap a 
f inancial  harv est . ”   None of  these things are the Truth or 
are of  real  faith in Jesus Christ .  
 
The Psalmist  had i t  r ight :   By fai th we can af ford to lay 
down in peace --  for God is our protector and prov ider.  
This is the outcome of  surrender.  
 

 
 

Jan 11 
Looking Unto Jesus 

 
My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD;  in the 
morning will  I direct my prayer unto thee, and wil l  look 

up.  (Ps.  5:3)  
 
The suggest ion here i s not  that  we must  pray in the 
morning as a t ime of  day,  but  rather, that  because Jesus 
Christ  is our l i f e – because Jesus Christ  is,  “our day” – 
the suggest ion is that  ev erything we do is governed by our  



 11 

relat ionship wi th Him.  Just  as prayer in  the morning 
should gov ern our day,  Jesus is our pr ior i ty.   We go to 
Him before we consider anything else.    
 
This Psalme agrees completely wi th the exhortat ion giv en 
to us in Hebrews 12:   “Looking unto Jesus the author and 
f inisher of  our fai th.”   (Heb. 12:2)  As we begin any,  “race”   
– as we begin any,  “day” --  indeed, al l  dur ing the race --  
we are to real ize that  the goal  or pr ize is NOT that  which 
is earthly.   W e are not  running for human interests.   The 
goal  or pr ize is Jesus Chri st  Himself .  Not  only are we to  
l ive for His glory,  but  we are to l iv e that  we might  
experience Him; come into an inward real izat ion of  Christ .  
God’s purpose for His people in this age is exactly that :   
The forming of  Christ  wi thin.   Al l  that  He wants to do 
otherwise is based upon Chri st  – al l  that  is of  God is out  
f rom Him. 
 
This Psalm is a prophet ic exhortat ion that Jesus Chri st  
gov ern our day – become our LIFE.  We “ look up” to where 
Jesus Christ  is seated at  the r ight  hand of  God – He is 
Lord and we belong to Him. 
 

 
 

Jan 12 
The Righteousness of God 

 
For thou, LORD ,  wil l  bless the righteous; with favor wil t 

thou compass him as with a shield.   (Ps.  5:12)  
 
The OT is a type and shadow of  Jesus Christ .   But  the NT 
is Christ  Himsel f  – “Christ  in us,  the hope of  glory.”   (Col .  
1:27)  The Psalms of  the OT of ten giv e us a prophet ic 
rev elat ion – in type and shadow – of  the Person of  Jesus 
Christ .  
 
In this Psalm, there is reference to,  “ the r ighteous.”  This 
is a prophet ic reference only to Jesus Chri st  – who is the 
r ighteousness of  God in us.  The believ er has NO 
personal  r ighteousness apart  f rom Jesus Chr ist .  
 
Paul  wrote,  “ in Christ  Jesus,  who of  God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness,  and sanct i f icat ion,  and 
redempt ion.   That,  according as i t  is wri t ten,  He that  
glor ies,  let  him glory in the Lord.”   ( I  Cor.  1:30-31)  Again,  
Jesus Christ  in us is our ONLY r ighteousness.  
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The doctr ine of  just i f ication by faith states that  i f  we put  
our fai th in Christ ,  God wi l l  impute to Christ  our sin,  and 
impute to us His r ighteousness.   This is a  good way of  
describing how God LEGALLY just i f ies and sav es the 
sinner.   But  God has giv en us more than a LEGAL 
salv ation.   God does legal ly IMPUTE to us the 
r ighteousness of  Jesus Chri st  – but  salv ation and 
r ighteousness is the resul t  of  God IMPARTING to us 
Christ  Himself .  W e are joined to the Lord and become 
one spi r i t  wi th Him.  ( I  Cor.  6:17)  Christ  becomes our l i f e 
– and Christ  is made to be unto us r ighteousness --  that  is 
why we are just i f ied.  This is the Truth behind the 
proclamat ions of  the Psalmist  regarding,  “ the r ighteous.” 
 

 
 

Jan 13 
Deliverance In Christ 

 
Have mercy upon me, O LORD;  for I am weak: O LORD ,  

heal  me; for my bones are vexed.    My soul is also 
sore vexed: but thou, O LORD ,  how long?  Return, O 
LORD ,  del iver my soul: oh save me for thy mercies' 

sake.  (Ps.  6:2-4)  
 
When we are brought to  the end of  our rope,  and come to  
a complete despai r  ov er ourselv es,  i t  is not  because God 
has forsaken us.   Rather,  i t  is because God is showing us 
the Truth:   There is no hope in ourselv es.  
 
Lef t  to ourselv es,  we would indeed hav e great  cause for 
despai r .   But  central  to this Truth that  God is showing us 
is the fact  that  we are NOT lef t  to ourselves.   God has 
al lowed us to come to this place so that ,  hav ing seen the 
Truth about ourselv es,  we wi l l  also see and embrace the 
Truth that  Jesus Christ  is our only del iv erer. 
 
This is the case whether we are talking about ini t ial 
salv ation or the Christ ian l i f e wi thin salv ation.  In one of  
his t imes of  t r ial,  Paul  said,  “W e were pressed out  of  
measure,  abov e strength,  insomuch that  we despai red 
ev en of  l i f e:   But we had the sentence of  death in  
ourselv es,  that  we should not  t rust  in ourselv es,  but  in 
God which rai ses the dead:  W ho deliv ered us f rom so 
great  a death,  and doth del iv er:  in whom we trust  that  he 
wi l l  yet  del iver us.”   ( I I  Cor.  1:8-10) 
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God can del iv er us out  of  any si tuat ion.   But  of ten God 
wi l l  del iver us al l  the whi le we remain IN a t r ial .   How?  By  
rev eal ing the Jesus Christ  who dwel ls in us.   By using the 
t r ial  so that  we might  decrease and He might  increase.   
Then, i f  we wi l l  embrace this Truth,  we can shi f t  al l  of  our 
fai th f rom ourselv es ov er to Jesus Christ .   To abide in 
Christ  by  fai th – ev en whi le the t r ial  cont inues – i s t rue 
del iv erance and real  ov ercoming for the bel iever. 
 

 
 

Jan 14 
Guided into All  Truth 

 
Depart from me, al l  ye workers of iniquity; for the LORD  

hath heard the voice of my weeping.   The LORD  hath 
heard my supplication; the LORD  wi l l  receive my 

prayer.   Let al l  mine enemies be ashamed and sore 
vexed: let them return and be ashamed suddenly.   (Ps.  

6:8-10)  
 
“The workers of  iniqui ty, ”  in the l i f e of  the bel iev er are 
anything that  contradicts the Truth of  Christ ,  and 
contradicts the fai th in Him by which we are to l ive.   Here 
we see a plea that  God’s Truth would prevail ,  and that  
ev erything IN US that  contradicts i t  would be exposed – 
so that  we can be set  f ree unto Chri st .  
 
In the experience of  the bel iev er there are going to be 
seasons wherein the Truth and fai thfulness of  God is 
contradicted and chal lenged by ci rcumstances and other  
people – but  the greatest  chal lenge to our fai th wi l l  be our 
very own nature.   The f lesh – natural  man – is a 
contradict ion to Christ  wi thin,  and wi l l  always be at  war  
against  our l i f e in Him.  The solut ion is not  so much to  
turn inward and t ry to f ix the f lesh,  beat  the f lesh down, or 
to t ry to control  the f lesh wi th law.  Rather ,  the solut ion 
for the f lesh is the Cross of  Jesus Chri st  – we must pick 
up our Cross dai ly and,  “bear about in our body the dying 
of  the Lord Jesus.”  ( I I  Cor.  4:10)  Only then wi l l  the l i f e of  
the Lord Jesus be manifested.   ( I I  Cor.  4:11)  To the 
degree that  thi s happens,  the Truth wi l l  be revealed – yes,  
about ourselv es – but  the Truth about Christ  wi l l  be 
rev ealed in us.  
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Bel iev ers can boldly proclaim that  no matter the t r ial ,  and 
no matter how lacking we are in our present  
understanding,  i t  is suf f ic ient  that  the Lord understands.   
In Christ ,  God has receiv ed us.   W e can put  ourselv es into  
the hands of  God for whatev er i t  takes for Him to 
accompl ish His purposes.   W e can be sure that  He wi l l  
keep His promise to guide us into al l  Truth. 
 

 
 

Jan 15 
A Living Sacrif ice 

 
O LORD  my God, If  I have done this; i f  there be iniquity 
in my hands;  If  I have rewarded evi l  unto him that was 

at peace with me; (yea,  I have del ivered him that 
without cause is mine enemy:)  Let the enemy 

persecute my soul,  and take i t;  yea,  let him tread down 
my l i fe upon the earth,  and lay mine honor in the dust.   

Selah.  (Ps.  7:3-5)  
 

This Psalm points us to Romans 12:1 in the NT.  There 
Paul  says,   “ I beseech you therefore,  brethren,  by the 
mercies of  God, that  ye present your bodies a l iv ing 
sacri f ice,  holy,  acceptable unto God, which is your  
reasonable serv ice.”   We are to get  on the al tar and 
renounce al l  that  we are in Adam -- and ask God to do 
whatev er i t  takes to del iv er us f rom l iv ing upon that  basis.   
We should ask God to do whatev er is necessary to teach 
us to l iv e f rom out  of  Christ .   
 
Jesus stated di rect ly,  “ If  any man wi l l  come af ter me, let  
him deny himself , and take up his cross,  and fol low 
me.  For whosoev er wi l l  sav e his l i f e shal l  lose i t :  and 
whosoev er wi l l  lose his l i f e for my sake shal l  f ind i t . ”  
(Matt .  16:24-25)  How do we LOSE our l ives in the way 
Jesus is describing?  W e can start  by asking God to do 
WHATEVER IT TAKES to br ing us to the end of  our sel f -
rule and sel f -ownership.   Making this commitment is,  of  
i tsel f ,  a losing of  our l ives to Christ .   But  then,  as Jesus 
explained,  we must pick up our  Cross dai ly – God wi l l  
br ing us into si tuat ions wherein our commitment wi l l  be 
worked out .   The resul t  wi l l  be that  we wi l l  f ind – NOT a, 
“new and improv ed US” – but  we wi l l  f ind Christ  as our  
l i f e. 
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We do not  know our own hearts.   But  we can,  wi th the 
Psalmist ,  commit  ourselv es to God – that  He might  br ing 
us into the Truth.   Ask God to deal  wi th any secret  places 
in our hearts where we are not  open to the Lord.   He 
wants to do this more than we want Him to do i t .   Such a 
request  is an outworking of  losing our l iv es,  but  more,  i t  
wi l l  resul t  in f inding and experiencing Jesus Christ .  
 

 
 

Jan 16 
God is the Judge of Al l 

 
God judges the righteous, and God is angry with the 

wicked every day…I wil l  praise the LORD  according to 
his righteousness: and wil l  sing praise to the name of 

the LORD  most high.  (Ps.  7:11,  17)  
 
“Judgment,”  according to the or iginal  languages,  is not  
merely a matter of  passing sentence.   Judgment means to  
discern according to the Truth.   I t  is then upon that  Truth 
that  any sentence is passed.  
 
Judgment begins wi th LIGHT.  I t is an exposure of  the 
person or si tuat ion being judged – God wi l l  cal l  al l  things 
exact ly what they are.   Indeed, God Himself  is LIGHT.  
Jesus Christ  said,  “ I  am the Light . ”   If  any of  us desi re to  
l ive and fel lowship wi th God – ei ther now or throughout  
eterni ty – we must be exposed for exact ly who we are.   
Note that  this isn’t  merely a one-t ime ev ent.  Rather,  i t  is 
an eternal  on-going character i st ic of  being in fel lowship 
wi th God through Jesus Christ .  
 
Judgment has NOW  begun wi th the household of  God.  
That  means that  i f  Jesus Christ  is in you and I ,  we are 
present ly being judged by His v ery l i f e and presence in 
us.   In short ,  the presence of  Jesus Christ  in us wi l l  not  be 
compat ible wi th that  which is not  of  God.  It  must  be put  
under the Cross.   In the end,  al l  that wi l l  remain, and al l  
that  wi l l  abide,  wi l l  be that  which is of  Christ .  
 
This is certainly t rue of  bel iev ers,  but  i t  is l ikewise t rue of  
al l  creat ion.   By the t ime God is f inished judging al l  things 
by Jesus Christ ,  al l  that  wi l l  remain is that  which i s of  
Jesus Christ .   This is not  maybe.  Through Christ  God is 
restor ing al l  things under Him as Lord.   But  i f  we know 
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Him, this ought to  be something for which we sing praise 
to Him – according to HIS r ighteousness.  
 

 
 

Jan 17 
Christ Seated in the Heavenlies 

 
O LORD ,  our Lord, how excellent is thy name in al l  the 

earth!  Who hast set thy glory above the heavens.  (Ps.  
8:1)  

 
God has indeed, “set  His glory abov e the heavens.”  In the 
NT, we are told,  “…Christ ,  when he raised him f rom the 
dead, and set  him at his own r ight  hand in the heav enly 
places,  far abov e al l  pr incipal i ty,  and power,  and might , 
and dominion,  and ev ery name that  is named, not  only in  
this world,  but  also in that  which is to come:  And hath put  
al l  things under his feet…”  (Eph. 1:20-22)  Jesus Chri st  is 
the glory of  God, the One through whom God’s name has 
been made excel lent  in al l  the earth,  and He is present ly 
seated at  the r ight  hand of  God.  This is because He is 
Lord,  hav ing won al l  v ictory and authori ty.  
 
For those who are IN CHRIST, we are also seated at  the 
r ight  hand of  God – but  only IN CHRIST.  Paul  says that  
God, “Has raised us up together,  and made us si t  together  
in heav enly places IN Christ  Jesus,  that  in the ages to  
come he might  show the exceeding r iches of  his grace in  
his kindness toward us through Christ  Jesus.”  (Eph. 2:6-
7)    
 
Herein we see that  God has not  giv en us THINGS.   
Rather,  He has giv en us Christ ,  in whom are al l  things.  
Paul  said,  “Blessed be the God and Father of  our Lord 
Jesus Chri st ,  who hath blessed us wi th  al l  spi r i tual 
blessings in heav enly places in Christ . ”   (Eph. 1:3) I t  is by 
our union wi th Him that  al l  that  God has to giv e in Christ  
becomes possible for us.  
 
Paul  agrees wi th the Psalmist  and says,  “ I f  ye then be 
r isen wi th Chri st ,  seek those things which are abov e, 
where Chri st  si ts on the r ight  hand of  God.   Set your 
af fection on things abov e, not  on things on the earth.   For 
ye are dead, and your l i f e is hid wi th Christ  in God.”  
God’s glory i s indeed abov e the heav enl ies in Chri st ,  and 
i t  is through Christ  that  His name wi l l  be exalted.  
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Jan 18 
Like Litt le Children 

 
Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou 

ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou 
mightest sti l l  the enemy and the avenger.   (Ps.  8:2)  

 
Many Christ ians hav e been taught that  i f  we hav e grown in  
Christ ,  and hav e bui l t  Christ ian character,  that  we wi l l  be,  
“spi r i tual  giants.”   But  the Bible tel ls us that  the most  
mature among us wi l l  be as l i t t le chi ldren.   The picture is 
one of  complete dependence upon God as our Heav enly 
Father.  
 
Strength in Christ  is di rectly related to our weakness in 
ourselv es – but  only i f ,  once we are weak,  we depend 
upon Him.  And the fact  is,  we WON’T depend upon God 
unless we are brought into a complete weakness in  
ourselv es.   W e won’t  ev en KNOW to.   I t  is simply the 
nature of  things.  
 
Paul  said,  “W hen I  am weak,  then I  am strong.”  ( I I Cor.  
12:10)  This i s actual ly the only relat ionship between God 
and humani ty that  wi l l  resul t  in humani ty mani fest ing the 
power of  God.  Human strength and sel f -suf f ic iency must 
be crucif ied,  that  the power of  Christ  m ight work through 
us – to God’s glory and purpose.   The power  of  the enemy 
cannot stand before Chri st  – He is the power of  God in 
bel iev ers.  
 

 
 

Jan 19 
God’s Purpose For Man 

 
What is man, that thou art mindful  of him? and the son 
of man, that thou visit  him?  For thou hast made him a 
l i tt le lower than the angels,  and hast crowned him with 

glory and honor.   Thou made him to have dominion 
over the works of thy hands; thou hast put al l  things 

under his feet.   (Ps.  8:4-6)  
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According to the wri ter of  Hebrews, this Psalm is a 
prophecy concerning Jesus Chri st .   (see Heb. 2:6-8)  
Jesus Christ  – the Last  Adam – is THE man of  this 
passage --  indeed,He cont inual ly referred to Himsel f  as 
The Son of  Man.   
 
Jesus Christ  was The Son of  Man -- The Last  Adam -- in 
that  He brought to complete ful lness ev erything that  God 
intended when He created the f i rst  Adam.  He was al so 
the Last  Adam because in Christ  the Adam race was 
ended through His death.   Through the resurrect ion,  the 
Adam race is NOT resurrected.   Rather,  in Christ  there is 
a new race;  a new creat ion.  
 
The purpose of  God in humani ty was brought  to ful lness in 
Jesus Chri st .   Thus,  i t  is only i f  we are IN CHRIST that  
this ful lness can be real ized for us.   W e are not  giv en 
anything except i t  al ready be found IN CHRIST.  I t  is only 
as we come into a real ization of  Christ  that al l  that  is in 
Him can be real ized.  
 
God is forming Christ  in His people so that  we might  be 
co-hei rs wi th Him; reign and rule wi th Him.  But again – 
God has f reely given ALL in His Son – and i t is only as we 
discov er Him that  ALL can be experienced and inheri ted.  
God’s plan of  inheri tance is this:   The Father – the only 
begotten Son – and al l  who are IN the Son.  
 

 
 

Jan 20 
The Lord Shall Endure Forever 

 
But the LORD  shal l  endure forever: he has prepared his 
throne for judgment.   And he shall  judge the world in 

righteousness; he shall  minister judgment to the 
people in uprightness.  (Ps.  9:7-8)  

 
By the t ime God is f inished judging,  only which is of  Christ  
wi l l  remain.   The Lord shal l  endure forev er – but  nothing 
else can endure forev er --  because only that  which is of  
Christ  is eternal  and of  resurrect ion l i f e. 
 
People of ten say they desi re rev ival.   Many say they want  
the presence of  Christ  through the Holy Spi r i t .  That  is 
good.  But  we must real ize that  the f i rst  step in rev iv al  is 
JUDGMENT.  God must expose and purge al l  that  is not  of  
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Himself .   Are we prepared for that  – yes,  in our churches,  
but  also in our personal  l ives?  But  f rankly,  we need to be 
prepared,  because in the end,  i t  is going to happen 
anyways,  i f  not  now, then later at  the return of  Christ .    
 
God has prepared Hi s throne for judgment.   He shal l  judge 
the world in r ighteousness.   Rather than fear God’s 
judgment,  we ought to embrace i t .   We ought to ask God 
to break up ev ery uni ty that  is not  in Jesus Chri st ,  
demol ish ev ery house that  He has not  bui l t , and ov erturn 
ev ery table He has not  prepared.   We ought to ask God to 
do whatev er i t  takes to hav e His wi l l ,  both in our personal  
l ives,  and in our churches and fel lowship groups.   Again – 
there is no need to wai t  to ask Him.  He is going to do 
this,  i f  not  now, then later at  the return of  Christ .  
 
The judgment of  God has al ready begun in the household 
of  God – that  judgment begins the moment we receiv e 
Christ .   W hen we are joined to the Lord so that  Christ  is in  
us,  al l  else that  is in us that  is not  of  Christ  comes under  
judgment – i t  is exposed and adjusted to His Lordship.   
This is not  a bad thing,  but  a good thing.   The kingdom of  
God wi l l  be a kingdom of  righteousness only i f  people who 
hav e personal ly been judged in r ighteousness by  
Righteousness Himself  – Christ  in us --  populate i t .  And 
that  kingdom wi l l  be an ev erlast ing kingdom – one that  
shal l  endure forev er. 
 

 
 

Jan 21 
Faith Comes by Hearing 

 
And they that know thy name wil l put their trust in 

thee: for thou, LORD ,  hast not forsaken them that seek 
thee.  (Ps.  9:10)  

 
I  must  KNOW God at  least  enough to be able to t rust  Him. 
Paul  the apost le wrote,  “Fai th comes by hearing,  and 
hearing by the Word of  God.”  (Rom. 10:17)   Fai th has to 
be based on a rev elation that  God giv es of  Himself  – and 
the basic rev elat ion is that  God is faithful  and t rustworthy.  
 
Note that  fai th must  COME – fai th must  come to be IN ME.    
This means that  fai th is not  in me as a dimension of  my 
natural  l i f e.   I t  must  come to be in me.  And the only way 
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in which fai th can come to be in me is by,  “hearing,” the 
Word of  God. 
 
The W ord of  God is the Truth.   Indeed, the Word of  God is 
a Person,  Jesus Chri st .   This is why the wri ter of  Hebrews 
is able to say,  “Today God is speaking to us in His Son.”   
(Heb. 1:2)  We are being told that  i t  is through an inward 
rev elat ion of  Jesus Christ  that  God is speaking to us.   
Christ  is the W ord God is speaking.   And i t  is by hearing 
God’s rev elat ion of  Jesus Christ  that  fai th comes to be in 
me. 
 
Note that  fai th is not  something we muster up out  of  
ourselv es up to God.  No.   Real fai th is NOT generated 
f rom out  of  ourselv es as the source.   Rather,  faith 
“comes,” as we embrace or hear the rev elation of  God. 
 
Many bel iev ers struggle to,  “hav e faith,”  and of ten ask  
God, “ to giv e us more fai th.”  God knows our heart ,  but  
there is a prayer that  is more in l ine wi th scr ipture:   
Instead of  asking God for more fai th,  we ought to ask God 
for a greater rev elation of  Jesus Chri st .   Then fai th wi l l  
come.  “For they that  KNOW  His name wi l l  put  thei r  t rust  
in Him.” 
 

 
 

Jan 22 
The Gates of Zion 

 
Sing praises to the LORD ,  which dwell  in Zion: declare 
among the people his doings…That I may show forth 
al l  thy praise in the gates of the daughter of Zion: I 

wi l l  rejoice in thy salvation.  (Ps.  9:11,  14)  
 
Z ion was a sect ion of  the ci ty of  Jerusalem.  Prophet ical ly,  
i t  is a type and a shadow of  the ful lness of  Christ  in God’s 
people.   Z ion is always representat iv e of  God’s mind and 
heart  – of  that  which He wants to see brought to pass 
through Christ  in the church.  
 
This Psalm declares God’s doings among His people.   
This is a reference to God’s work in His people of  the 
forming of  Christ  in us.   That  work of  the forming of  Christ  
IS God’s doings among or IN His people – and He i s to be 
praised for i t.   The ful lness of  that  purpose being 
accompl ished in Christ  – this is Zion.  
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The daughter of  Zion are al l  of  the,  “of f spr ing” – or that  
which is bi r thed – out  of  God get t ing His ful l  purpose in  
His people,  i .e. , Zion.   The ent i re creat ion is wai t ing for 
the manifestat ion of  the sons of  God.  This is not  because 
there is anything great  about the sons of  God.  Rather,  i t  
is because when the sons of  God are manifested,  THE 
SON OF GOD is manifested through His people.   And the 
ent i re creat ion wi l l  be impacted to God’s glory.  
 
Hebrews tel ls us that ,  “You are come unto mount Zion, 
and unto the ci ty of  the l iv ing God, the heav enly 
Jerusalem…”  (Heb. 12:22)  This speaks to what God 
wants --  His ful l  purpose in Christ .   We are no longer  
come to the law --  which was a type and shadow of  Christ .   
But  we hav e come to Christ  Himself  – so that  we might  
dwel l  in Him, and He in us.   This is God’s thought for man, 
that  He gather al l  things together in Chri st  – and that  Zion 
might  praise Him and rejoice in His salv ation.    
 

 
 

Jan 23 
Our Redemptive God 

 
The LORD  is known by the judgment that he executes: 

the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. (Ps.  
9:16)  

 
Despi te the tendency for human beings to  think of  the 
judgment of  God in negat ive terms, God’s judgment is 
always intended by Him to be REDEMPTIVE in nature.   In 
other words,  as i t  says in this Psalm, God makes Himself  
known by His judgments – God br ings LIGHT to judge al l  
that  is in us that  is keeping us f rom knowing Him. 
 
God wi l l  judge ev erything that  is contrary to His purpose 
in Christ  – He wi l l  judge al l  that keeps a person in  
darkness.   Somet imes He al lows the consequences of  our 
own sins,  pr ide,  and bl indness to come down upon us.   
Other t imes He wi l l  al low us to slowly be worn down by  
l i f e.   Pain gets our at tent ion,  and God may al low i t  so that  
we wi l l  begin to turn to Him.  You wi l l  note that  God does 
not  cause sin or poor choices.   But He may judge them so 
that  the consequences wi l l  wake us up wi th the hope that  
we wi l l  begin to turn to HIM. 
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Note also that  none of  these judgments are yet  
punishments.   They are real ly the resul t  of  God showing 
us the Truth – the Truth about ourselv es in the l ight  of  
Jesus Chri st .   If  we experience some of  the consequences 
of  sin and unbel ief ,  we wi l l  begin to see the Truth about  
them – and the Truth about Jesus Christ .   
 
God always intends redempt ion and restorat ion – 
ALW AYS.  There is no sin – no matter how deep and no 
matter how long – that  exceeds the forgiv eness of  God in 
Jesus Christ .   But  the problem is,  some people wi l l  NOT 
turn to Christ .   Thus,  the same grace of  God that  God 
intends to redeem and sof ten our heart  wi l l  actual ly 
harden our hearts – IF WE push God away.  In ef fect,  God 
wi l l  NEVER stop of fer ing grace and redempt ion in Christ .   
But  i f  a person won’t  stop pushing God away, they wi l l  
seal  thei r  own fate,  for God has nothing else to of fer but  
the Truth and His Son. 
 
In the end,  God is always known by His judgments,  for 
God’s judgments are nothing more than His br inging in of  
His Son as Lord of  al l  – and al l  else wi l l  be demol ished.   
But  this is a redemptiv e judgment,  and it  wi l l  exal t  God as 
lov e,  merciful,  and redempt iv e in nature.  
 

 
 

Jan 24 
The Trial  of Faith 

 
Why standest thou afar off,  O LORD? Whyhidest thou 

thyself in t imes of trouble?  (Ps.  10:1)  
 
One of  the t rai ts of  any t r ial of  faith is that  i t wi l l  seem as 
if  God is indeed, “afar of f . ”  It  wi l l  of ten seem l ike He is 
indif ferent .   Perhaps the greatest  t rauma in any t r ial  of  
fai th is the sense that ,  for reasons unknown to us,  God 
has forsaken us.   W e may cry,   “Why are you hiding 
Yoursel f  f rom me, Lord?”  
 
Of  course,  God has not  forsaken us.   Nei ther is He hiding 
Himself  f rom us.   The problem, therefore,  is in US:  W e 
cannot see Him. Indeed, the t rial of  fai th may be exposing 
the fact  that we nev er did see God – at least  not  as 
clearly as we supposed.  Now, we are seeing we hav e 
been bl ind – our  bl indness i s now ev ident  –  the t r ial  has 
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exposed this fact .   I ronical ly,  i t  is a great  f reedom, “ to 
SEE that  you are bl ind.”  
 
Ev en though there are going to be t imes when we cannot  
see God, He always sees us,  and is as close to us as He 
has ev er been.  The t r ial  of  fai th wi l l  br ing us to the place 
where we can see God as nev er before.   W e wi l l  see Him 
spi r i tual ly – through the eyes of  fai th.    
 

 
 

Jan 25 
The Delusion of Self-Righteousness 

 
He has said in his heart,  I shal l  not be moved: for I 

shal l  never be in adversity.   (Ps.  10:6)  
 
The human race is cursed wi th the delusion of  self -
suf f ic iency,  which is equal  to sel f -righteousness.   You 
don’t  hav e to be rel igious to be sel f -righteous.   Self -
r ighteousness is simply the delusion that  you are RIGHT – 
i t  is thinking that  you hav e a RIGHT-NESS -- that  you are 
suf f ic ient in yoursel f .  The fact that  this is of ten carr ied 
ov er into Christ iani ty is because those who claim to 
profess Christ  hav e nev er seen the Truth about 
themselv es.   Thus,  they cont inue on in this delusion.  
 
Self -r ighteousness i s decept ion;  i t  is t ruly a delusion.   But  
sel f -r ighteousness is also SIN.  I t  is unbel ief .   Al though 
usual ly in ignorance,  i t is a denial  of  not  only what Jesus 
DID, but  i t  is also a denial  of  who He IS in the bel iever.  
There simply is NO r ighteousness in any human being by  
nature.   The only r ighteousness that  ex ists,  or that  God 
has to giv e,  is a Person.   Jesus Christ  is the 
r ighteousness of  God who dwel ls in each born again 
bel iev er.   Christ  is,  “made to be unto us 
….r ighteousness.”  ( I  Cor.  1:30)  
 
What we see here i s that  when we put  our fai th in Jesus 
Christ ,  God does IMPUTE to us the r ighteousness of  
Christ ,  and does IMPUTE to Christ  our sin.   But that  is 
only the legal  descript ion of  what happens.   The real i ty is 
that  God IMPARTS to us Christ  Himself  – joins us to Him 
in spi r i t – and because Chri st  is the r ighteousness of  God, 
when we are joined to Him, He is our r ighteousness.   
Thus,  to cont inue under the delusion of  sel f -r ighteousness 
means that ,  “Chri st  is of  no ef fect , ”  for us.   (see Gal .  5:4)  
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He may as wel l  not  be dwel l ing in us,  for our fai th is not  in  
Him, but  in our own r ighteousness.  
 
The solut ion is that  God must expose our sel f -
r ighteousness for what i t  is:   A delusion.   Sin.   A l ie.   He 
of ten does this by simply lett ing us FAIL.  Only then wi l l  
many of  us become open enough to see the Truth:   We 
must put  our faith in One who is,  “other than ourselv es,”  
Christ  Jesus.   
 

 
 

Jan 26 
The Way of Escape 

 
In the LORD  put I my trust: how say ye to my soul,  Flee 

as a bird to your mountain?  (Ps.  11:1) 
 
When we f ind ourselv es in a si tuat ion that  makes us 
unhappy,  or one in which we are suf fer ing,  i t  is only 
natural  to want to FLEE the si tuat ion.   And there can be 
t imes when i t  is the wi l l  of  God to remove onesel f  f rom a 
destruct iv e si tuat ion.   But  there is one thing we cannot  
escape, no matter where we might  f lee:   Ourselv es.    
 
Each bel iev er is joined to the Lord and one spi r i t  wi th 
Him.  ( I  Cor. 6:17)  We are joined to Christ  IN SPIRIT – 
but  there remains our natural  man that  is NOT joined to 
Him.  God wants our fai th in be in Christ .   He is to be our  
l i f e.   What this means is that  Jesus Christ  –  the One who 
dwel ls in us,  but  is other than ourselv es – Jesus Christ  is 
God’s way of  escape.  Perhaps not  physical ly – but  Christ  
is, “ the way of  escape,” i f  we are l iv ing in and out  f rom Him 
– rather than f rom out  of  our natural  man.  We can be f ree 
f rom the rule and tyranny of  our ci rcumstances,  and f rom 
our natural  man, in Christ  by fai th.    
 
This doesn’t  mean we won’t  FEEL, or we won’t  REACT, or 
that  we won’t  CARE.  I t  simply means we won’t  be 
gov erned by those things – but  instead,  wi l l  be gov erned 
by faith in HIM.  Indeed, i f  we are wonder ing why God 
doesn’t  change our ci rcumstances,  He is l ikely seeking to  
change us wi thin those ci rcumstances.   W e don’t  need to  
f lee l ike a bi rd into a mountain.   Christ  is our hiding place 
r ight  where we are today.  
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Jan 27 
The Only Foundation 

 
If  the foundations be destroyed, what can the 

righteous do?  (Ps.  11:3)  
 

The foundat ion of  Christ iani ty,  indeed, of  our l iv es,  is the 
Person of  Jesus Christ .   But  not  merely facts or doctr ines 
ABOUT Him.  As essent ial  as those are,  the foundat ion is 
the Liv ing Christ  who dwel ls IN US.  Christ  in us,  the hope 
of  glory,  (Col .  1:27) is the essence of  Christ iani ty –  
indeed, Jesus Christ  is supposed to BE our v ery l i f e.   
(Col .  3:4) 
 
When Peter confessed to Jesus,  “You are the Chri st ,  the 
Son of  the Liv ing God,” i t  was a watershed moment not  
only in his l i f e,  but  in the minist ry of  Christ .   Jesus repl ied 
to Peter,  “F lesh and blood has not  rev ealed this unto you 
– and i t  is upon this ROCK that  I  wi l l  bui ld My church.”  
(Matt .  16:15-18)  Jesus Christ ,  and more specif ical ly, the 
rev elat ion of  the Person of  Christ  IN HIS PEOPLE – would 
be the Rock,  indeed, the foundat ion,  upon which al l  else 
would be bui l t .   This would be the foundat ion for,  yes,  the 
Body of  Christ ,  but  at  the core,  Jesus would be the 
foundat ion upon which the l i f e of  the indiv idual  bel iev er 
would be bui l t . 
 
When Jesus said,  “ I  wi l l  bui ld My church,” He was not  
talking about membership numbers.   He was talking about  
bui lding the people who ARE the church.   This is God’s 
purpose once we are sav ed.  Once we are uni ted wi th  
Christ  in spi r i t ,  God wants to bui ld us up IN HIS SON.   
 
This is exact ly what Paul ,  in Galatians,  meant when he 
said that  he TRAVAILED, “unt i l  Christ  be formed in you.”  
(Gal .  4:19)  The Greek word t ranslated,  “ formed,” means,  
“an inward real izat ion and expression.”  Thi s i s how God 
bui lds Hi s church;  how He bui lds Chri st  in people.This i s 
the t rue foundat ion;  The Rock.  
 
Paul ,  in Ephesians,  said that  he prayed, “ that  God would 
giv e you the spi r i t  of  wisdom and rev elat ion in the 
knowledge of  Himself . ”   (Eph. 1:17)  The greatest  need for 
the Body of  Christ  is that  we be brought back to the 
PERSON of  Jesus Chri st  – and real ize what  i t  means for 
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Christ  to dwel l  in us.   There is no other foundat ion that  
can be laid except what is al ready laid,  Jesus Chri st .   (see 
I  Cor.  3:11)  Except the Lord bui l t the house the laborers 
toi l  in v ain – and the Lord wi l l  NOT bui ld His house,  
except upon the Rock.  
 

 
 

Jan 28 
God’s Chastisement of His Children 

 
The LORD  tries the righteous: but the wicked and him 

that loves violence his soul hates.   (Ps.  11:5) 
 
The contrast  in this v erse is st r ik ing.   On the one hand we 
are told what the Lord hates.   But  this i s contrasted ov er 
and against  those who are r ighteous in Christ  – those 
whom God lov es.God expresses His lov e for the r ighteous 
by,  “ t ry ing the r ighteous.”  
 
Hebrews states,  “For whom the Lord lov es he chastens,  
and scourges ev ery son whom he receiv es.”  (Heb. 12:6)   
The word t ranslated,  “receiv es,” could be rendered,  
“posi t ions.”   God is chast ising us – that  is,  t raining us – 
so that  we can be posi t ioned in Christ  to l ive wi th Him 
forev er in eternal  inheri tance.   W e must interpret  these 
things in the eternal  sense.   God i s making us,  “partaker s 
of  his hol iness.”  (Heb. 12:10)  This i s certainly for now,  
but  i t  is more so for the ages yet  to come. 
 
When the Bible speaks of ,  “ t ry ing,  t rials,  or test ing,”  i t  is 
NOT talking about God put t ing people into si tuat ion in  
order to see whether they hav e fai th.   Nor is i t  a matter of  
God playing a game – sort  of  l ike drawing a l ine and 
daring us to step ov er i t.   No.   Rather,  the core meaning 
of  a TRIAL of  faith is that  fai th is being ref ined,  puri f ied,  
and ev en bui l t.   Thus,  t r ials are not  a puni shment.   They 
are God’s lov e being expressed in that  He i s br inging us 
out  of  our l im i ted relat ionship wi th Himsel f  into one of  
greater f reedom. 
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Jan 29 
The End T imes 

 
Help,  LORD;  for the godly man ceases; for the faithful  

fai l  from among the children of men.  They speak 
vanity every one with his neighbor: with flattering l ips 

and with a double heart do they speak.  (Ps.  12:1-2)  
 
In these last  days,  we are seeing the inf i l t rat ion of  the 
spi r i t  of  the enemy as nev er before.   Among those who are 
not  in Christ  there is increasing v iolence, hatred,  and 
ly ing.   There is l i t t le restraint  of  ev i l .   Indeed, more and 
more we are seeing the celebrat ion of  ev i l . 
 
We might  expect  such things of  the world.   But  in this day 
we are seeing much the same thing in the church.   In fact  
– and the Bible bears this out  – the reason that  the world  
is more and more coming under the di rect  gov ernment of  
the enemy is that  much of  the church has also come under  
i t .   There is no restraint  any longer because the church 
stands for Truth. 
 
Paul  the apost le wrote,  “Now the Spi r i t  speaks expressly,  
that  in the lat ter t imes some shal l  depart  f rom the fai th, 
giv ing heed to  seducing spi r i ts,  and doctr i nes of  dev i ls;  
speaking l ies in hypocrisy;  hav ing thei r  conscience seared 
wi th a hot  i ron…”  ( I  T im. 4:1-2)  You wi l l  note the phrase,  
“depart  f rom the fai th.”  Paul  is not  here talking about the 
world.   He is talking about those who profess 
Christ .Likewise in I I  T imothy Paul  spoke of  those who 
profess Christ .   He said,  “For the time wi l l  come when 
they wi l l  not endure sound doctr ine;  but  af ter thei r  own 
lusts shal l  they heap to themselv es teachers,  hav ing 
i tching ears;  and they shal l  turn away thei r  ears f rom the 
t ruth,  and shal l  be turned unto fables.   ( I I  Tim. 4:3-4) 
 
Paul ’s prophecies are coming to pass.  Many today teach 
what amounts to fables – fabricated stor ies intended to  
make people feel  good.  They hav e tossed aside scr ipture 
and opted for a fable – opted for a Christ  of  thei r  rel igious 
imaginat ion.   Thei r  message celebrates the value of  man 
and diminishes the pr icelessness of  Jesus Christ .   These 
are f lat ter ing l ips.   They are enemies of  the personal  
Cross.   They make people feel good about themselv es at  
the expense of  the Truth.   They act as i f  Jesus is our  
cheerleader,  and as i f  we are of  more value to Him than 
He is to us.    
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Bel iev ers must be brought face to face wi th Gal . 2:20:   
“Yet  not  I,  but Christ . ”   Jesus Christ  is in us,  and God 
wants to rev eal Him in us.   That  is ALWAYS going to be 
the path that  God takes us by the Holy Spi r i t .  But  in 
these last  days of  t ry ing to make Jesus,  “user f r iendly,  “ 
many wi l l  not  accept  the Truth.   And we are seeing the 
consequences:   Fables passed of f  as Truth.  
 

 
 

Jan 30 
The Proving of the Truth 

 
The words of the LORD  are pure words: as si lver tried 
in a furnace of earth,  purif ied seven times.   (Ps.  12:6)  

 
Peter wri tes,  “That  the t rial  of  your fai th, being much more 
precious than of  gold that  perishes,  though i t  be t r ied wi th  
f i re,  might  be found unto praise and honor and glory at  the 
appearing of  Jesus Chri st .   (I  Peter 1:7)  We of ten think of  
the t r ial of  faith as a t rying of  US.  There is some Truth in 
that .   W e do hav e to choose.   But  in the end,  the t r ial  of  
fai th is the t rial of  the Truth.   Is what I  bel ieve about God 
the Truth?  Isn’t  that  of ten the issue in a t rial?  Thus,  in a 
t r ial  God is prov ing the Truth as much as He is prov ing us.   
Indeed, God is prov ing the Truth IN US. 
 
God is bui lding the Truth in us so that  the fai th that  is 
based on that  Truth might  become strong.   Do you want  
more fai th?   Ask God to build in you more Truth.  Fai th 
wi l l  come al ive in us i f  we hear the Truth that  God rev eals 
in us of  His Son, Jesus Christ .  
 

 
 

Jan 31 
The Eternal Word 

 
The words of the LORD  are pure words: as si lver tried 

in a furnace of earth,  purif ied seven times.   Thou shalt 
keep them, O LORD ,  thou shalt preserve them from this 

generation for ever.   (Ps.  12:6-7)  
 

I t  does not  matter how the Truth of  God is chal lenged,  
discredi ted,  and at tacked – in the end,  the Truth of  God 
wi l l  be shown to BE TRUE.  This is not  only t rue out  here 
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in the world,  but  i t is t rue wi thin the bel iever.   That  which 
is of  Jesus Christ  can endure any f i re.   That  which is NOT 
of  Jesus Christ  wi l l  per ish – and the sooner the bet ter.  
 
God, through Paul ,  was perfect ly clear on this matter.  
Paul  wrote,  “For no other foundat ion can any  man lay than 
that  is laid,  which is Jesus Christ .   Now i f  any man bui ld 
upon this foundat ion gold,  si lv er,  precious stones,  wood,  
hay,  stubble;  ev ery man's work shal l  be made mani fest :  
for the day shal l  declare i t ,  because i t  shal l  be rev ealed 
by f i re;  and the f i re shal l  t ry ev ery man's work of  what sort  
i t  is.   If  any man's work abide which he hath bui l t  
thereupon, he shal l  receive a reward.   If  any man's work  
shal l  be burned, he shal l  suf fer loss:  but  he himsel f  shal l  
be sav ed; yet  so as by f i re.”   (I  Cor.  3:11-15)  
 
I t  certainly ought to be something in which to rejoice,  that  
in the end,  al l  that  is of  Christ  wi l l  remain,  but  al l  that  is 
NOT of  Christ  wi l l  be gone.  Only that  which is bi r thed of  
God wi l l  endure – though al l  hel l  comes against  Him.  That 
which is not  bi r thed of  God, but  bui l t  by man, or the 
enemy, is al ready  dead.  I t  wi l l  pass into history.   Though 
we ought to rejoice in this Truth,  i t  is also a wake up cal l  
– what are we bui lding?  Or ev en more important ly,  what  
is being bui l t  in us? 
 
If  God is bui lding you and I  in His Son, then ev en if  this is 
t r ied wi th f i re sev en t imes,  what wi l l  emerge in Christ  wi l l  
be al l  the more purif ied.   But  that  same f i re wi l l  burn up 
that  which is not  of  Christ .   Paul ’s exhortat ion is that  we 
NOW lose al l  that  is of  natural  man, and let i t be,  “burnt , ”  
in order to f ind and l iv e in that  which is of  Jesus Christ .    
 
We need to see the ut ter and complete certainty of  these 
words.   God is going to be prov en t rue and fai thful , and 
Jesus Christ  is going to be Lord of  al l .   Not  maybe.  But  i t  
is certain.   Al l  else wi l l  be gone.  The quest ion is where 
WE wi l l  stand – again,  what is being bui l t  in us NOW ? 
 

 
 

Feb 1 
The Futi l i ty of Natural  Man 

 
How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD?  Forever?  How 
long wilt  thou hide thy face from me?  How long shall  I 
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take counsel in my soul,  having sorrow in my heart 
dai ly? (Ps.  13:1-2)  

 
This Psalm is the cry of  a person who, in the midst  of  a 
t r ial  of  thei r  fai th,  is operat ing out  of  the natural  man.  
God nev er forgets us,  or hides His face f rom us.   But  to 
natural  man, i t wi l l  sometimes SEEM l ike i t.  And what I  
wi l l  hav e a tendency to do is,  “ take counsel  in my soul , ”  
that  is,  l ive in the si tuat ion according to my feel ings and 
natural  m ind. 
 
The new creat ion in Christ  Jesus is the resul t  of  Jesus 
Christ  joining us to Himsel f .   (see I  Cor.  6:17)  But  al l  that 
is outside of  that  spi r i tual  union remains natural  – i t 
remains the old man in Adam.  Thus,  i f  I am in Christ ,  my 
spi r i tual  union wi th Him does not  e l iminate the 
possibi l i t ies of  the f lesh or natural  man.  Rather,  Christ  in  
me – receiv ed f rom abov e; receiv ed f rom the outside of  
me INTO me f rom the outside at  salv ation – ex ists along 
side of  my natural  man.   
 
We must walk wi th God according to Christ .   God wants us 
to learn to abide in Christ  as our l i f e.  We cannot walk  
wi th God – we cannot fel lowship wi th God – on the basi s,  
or by using,  the assets of  natural  man.W e must see the 
Truth:   There is NOTHING in natural  man. 
 
Whi le we are in this learning process we may do as thi s 
Psalmist  did:   Take counsel  in his own soul  – using our  
own natural  m ind and natural  man to t ry to f igure things 
out ;  to t ry to f ind God.  This won’t  work.   But  ev en our  
fai lure is unto the end that  we might  learn Christ  – and 
see that  through Chri st  alone we can walk wi th God and 
discern Hi s wi l l .   Jesus is to be our Light  and our Truth – 
there is no other for us.  
 

 
 

Feb 2 
The Means of Discernment 

 
How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD?  Forever?  How 
long wilt  thou hide thy face from me?  How long shall  I 

take counsel in my soul,  having sorrow in my heart 
dai ly? (Ps.  13:1-2)  
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Many bel iev ers hav e been taught to discern the Truth 
according to how they feel .   We hav e been told that  i f  we 
turn in upon ourselv es,  and examine how we feel  or 
sense,  that  thi s indicates God’s wi l l .   We hav e been told  
that  this is how the Spi r i t  of  God makes us to know the 
wi l l  of  God. 
 
This is error.   We are nev er told to look at  ourselv es to 
determine God’s wi l l  or the Truth.   Nev er are we told that  
God makes us FEEL in accordance wi th His wi l l .  Rather,  
we are to look unto Jesus Christ .   W e are to walk 
according to a t rue knowledge of  HIM.  Jesus Chri st  said,  
“ I  AM the Truth.”  Jesus Christ  also said,  “ I  AM the Light . ”  
This means that  for those in whom Christ  dwel ls,  HE IS 
OUR TRUTH, and HE IS OUR LIGHT.  God is today,  
“speaking to us in Hi s Son.”  (Heb. 1:2)  In short ,  al l  
discernment in the Christ ian l i f e is supposed to be the 
outcome of  knowing – in an inward way – the Person of  
Jesus Christ .  
 
I t  is a sad fact  – and this is not  a cr i t ic ism, but  a sad fact  
– that  most  bel iev ers hav e l i t t le f rame of  reference for the 
real i ty of ,  “Christ  in us,  the hope of  glory.”  (Col.  1:27)  
Christ  has not  been rev ealed in us (Gal . 1:16),  and He is 
not  being FORMED in us.   (Gal .  4:19)  God has not  had 
the f reedom to giv e most of  us,  “ the spi r i t  of  wisdom and 
rev elat ion in the knowledge of  Himself . ”   (see Eph. 1:16 
on)  Thus,  because of  this bl indness to the Person of  
Jesus Christ ,  we hav e resorted to the subst i tute that  we 
know the best :   Our own natural  makeup.  W e take 
counsel  wi th our own soul s – al though we hav e been 
taught that  i t  is the Holy Spi r i t .   We don’t  know the 
dif ference between we do not  know the l iv ing Christ .  
 
These decept ions are so widespread and so wel l  pract iced 
today that  i f  you quest ion them you wi l l  be considered to  
be ant i -charismat ic, or people wi l l  say that  you deny the 
leadings of  the Spi ri t  of  God.  But at  some point  we al l  
hav e to decide whether we bel iev e scr ipture – or bel iev e 
this other nonsense.  
 
The good news is that  rather than cont inue in the counsel  
of  our own soul ,  and rather than cont inue t rying to f igure 
things out  wi th our brain,  God wi l l  rev eal  His Son in us.   
God wants Christ  alone to become our wi sdom, our l ight , 
our Truth,  and our means of  discernment.    
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Feb 3 
God’s Definit ion of a Fool 

 
The fool hath said in his heart,  “There is no God.”  

They are corrupt,  they have done abominable works, 
there is none that does good.  (Ps.  14:1)  

 
The world mocks Christ iani ty and cal ls us fools because,  
not  only do we bel iev e in God, but  we also bel iev e that  
Jesus Christ  is Lord and Sav ior.   God’s answer is that  He 
cal ls those who do not  bel iev e in God, “fools.”    
 
A FOOL is someone who refuses to consider the Truth – 
and does so to his own hurt .   A fool is someone who 
COULD know the Truth,  but  refuses to know i t  because he 
or she has opted for something else.   In short ,  the fool  is 
someone is has chosen UNBELIEF rather than fai th.   And 
they are,  and wi l l ,  pay a horr ible pr ice for i t . 
 
There is such as thing as real  IGNORANCE.  Real  
ignorance i s an inabi l i ty to know or bel ieve – because 
there is no l ight  giv en.   But  UNBELIEF is not  the inabi l i ty 
to bel iev e.  I t  is a REFUSAL to bel ieve --  yet  not  
necessari ly ONLY in the sense of  receiv ing l ight  and 
reject ing i t .   No.   I  am also gui l ty of  unbel ief  i f  I  refuse to  
receiv e l ight  to begin wi th – i f  I  am so set  in my own wi l l , 
and hav e so total ly shut  out  God --  that  there is no room 
in my heart  for the Truth.   Thus,  unbel ief  is not  simply a 
matter of  refusing to bel iev e things --  or of  bel iev ing the 
wrong things.   Rather,  unbel ief  is the refusal  to be open to  
God Himself . 
 
A fool says in his heart ,  “There is no God.”  In other 
words,  there is no room for God in his heart .   The fool , 
and not  God, has hardened his heart .   The shocking t ruth  
is,  that  some of  the people who are the biggest  fools of  al l  
c laim to be Christ ian.   They hav e lots of  rel igion,  but  l i t t le 
room for God Himself . 
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Feb 4 
Openness to the Truth 

 
The fool hath said in his heart,  “There is no God.”  

They are corrupt,  they have done abominable works, 
there is none that does good.  (Ps.  14:1)  

 
Jesus Christ  promised that  the work of  the Spi r i t of  God 
would be to guide us into ALL TRUTH.  (John 16:13)   
Likewise,  Paul  stated that  God, “Wil l  hav e al l  men to be 
sav ed, and to come unto the knowledge of  the t ruth.”   ( I 
T im. 2:4)  There is nothing unclear about this:   God 
desi res for al l  of  us to know the Truth --  and that  means 
that  He desi res for al l  of  us to knowChri st  Jesus.  
 
There is also no quest ion that  God Himsel f  must  take the 
ini t iat ive to rev eal to us,  and draw us to,  Jesus Christ .   
(John 6:44)  But  once God takes that  ini t iativ e,  and 
conv icts a person of  the Truth in Chri st ,  we hav e a choice.   
The l ight  God has brought has giv en us that  choice,  and 
as a resul t ,  has made i t  possible for us to choose.   Those 
who are t ruly ignorant  hav e no choice because they hav e 
no l ight .   But  those who hav e l ight  are now accountable 
for what God Himself  has giv en them. 
 
If  God has giv en us l ight ,  we are in a process – a process 
of  coming out  of  darkness and into the l ight  of  Jesus 
Christ .   This takes t ime and experience.   I t  wi l l  inv olve 
fai lures and setbacks.   But  because God is lov e,  and 
because God has only one purpose f rom which He wi l l  not 
dev iate,  He wi l l  cont inue to guide us into al l  Truth.  And 
we wi l l  continue to be accountable.  
 
In the f inal  analysis,  there are only two choices we can 
make wi th regards to the Truth God br ings.   We can ei ther 
open ourselv es to God and al low Him to adjust  and 
change us according to Jesus Christ  – OR --  we can close 
ourselv es to God and adjust  the Truth to f i t ourselv es and 
our agenda.  Ei ther way,  God wi l l  not  stop seeking to  
guide us into the Truth.   The same Truth that  God intends 
for our f reedom, wi l l ,  in fact ,  work to harden us against  
God – i f  we choose to push i t  away and shut  God out .   
There is only ONE TRUTH – only one Jesus Christ  – and 
this wi l l  nev er change.   
 
The quest ion is whether we wi l l  change; whether we wi l l  
open to God.People can say,  “There i s no God,” in many 
ways – not  just  in those words.   W e say i t  when we won’t  
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open to God – we are saying,  “There needs to be no God 
for me.”  This need not  be the case,  for we can always 
turn and open to God.  
 

 
 

Feb 5 
Zion as the Fullness of Christ 

 
Oh that the salvation of Israel  were come out of Zion! 
when the LORD  brings back the captivity of  his people,  
Jacob shall  rejoice,  and Israel  shall  be glad.  (Ps.  14:7)  
 
Z ion is a type and shadow of  the ful lness of  Jesus Christ  
in God’s people.   This cry of  the Psalmist  is certainly a cry 
for Jesus Christ  Himself  – but  secondari ly i t  is a cry for 
the people of  God to be used of  God to manifest  Christ  – 
unto the edi f ication and good of  others.  
 
God can do anything He wants wi thout  using any of  us.   
Somet imes He does.   But  general ly speaking,  i t  is the wi l l  
of  God to use Hi s people to minister the l i f e of  Jesus.   The 
cry of  the Psalmist  ref lects the heart  cry of  God unto that  
end:   That  l i f e might  come out  of  God’s people.  
 
True minist ry is LIFE – the l i f e of  Jesus Christ .   True 
minist ry is Truth – the l iv ing Truth of  Christ .  This wi l l  set  
the capt iv es f ree.   But  the l i f e of  Jesus cannot minister 
through people unless Christ  is f ree to l ive IN people.   
This is why Paul ’s t rav ai l  was,  “That  Christ  m ight  be 
FORMED in you.”  (Gal .  4:19) 
 

 
 

Feb 6 
Abiding in Christ 

 
Lord, who shall  abide in thy tabernacle?  Who shall  
dwell  in thy holy hi ll?  He that walks uprightly,  and 

works righteousness, and speaks the truth in his 
heart.   (Ps.  15:1)  

 
Jesus Chri st  is the tabernacle of  God.  Bel iev ers are 
sav ed by Him, but  once sav ed, bel iev ers are to abide in 
Him.  To,  “abide in Christ , ”  means to LIVE FROM OUT OF 
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HIM for al l  – to l ive f rom out  of  Him by fai th as our l i f e.  
(see Col .  3:4)  He is our tabernacle,  and we are HIS. 
 
We are not  being told here that  we abide in Christ  – abide 
in God’s tabernacle – by earning the r ight  to do so 
through works.   God isn’t  saying that  i f  we obey Him, that  
He wi l l  al low us to abide --  but  i f  we don’t  obey Him, He 
wi l l  not  al low us to abide.   No.   Rather,  we are being told  
HOW someone who abides in Christ  by fai th wi l l  l ive f rom 
out  of  Him.  If  I  am abiding in Christ ,  I  wi l l  walk upright ly,  
work r ighteousness,  and speak the Truth in my heart .   Al l  
obedience in the Christ ian l i f e is supposed to be the 
outcome of  abiding in Him by fai th. 
 
If  a person has t ruly repented and been born f rom abov e 
in Christ  – I  am not  talking about being conv erted to a 
rel igion about Christ ,  or about any of  the various false 
possibi l i t ies – but  i f  a person i s TRULY born f rom abov e in 
Christ  – they are going to want to obey God.   But  they wi l l  
discov er they cannot obey God unless they abide in Christ  
BY FAITH.  They wi l l  f ind that  as they abide in Christ ,  the 
l iv ing tabernacle of  God, f reedom to obey wi l l  become al l  
the more possible and real .  
 

 
 

Feb 7 
The Grace of God 

 
Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust.   O 
my soul,  thou hast said unto the LORD ,  Thou art my 
Lord: my goodness extends not to thee.   (Ps.  16:1)  

 
In this short  phrase,  “my goodness ex tends not  to thee,”  
we f ind the Truth,  not  only about fal len humani ty,  but  also 
about the grace of  God.  There is nothing in us that  can 
reach up to God.  There is no l ight  or l i f e in fal len 
humani ty.   But  thankful ly,  God has reached down to us.   
He has done so in a Person,  Hi s Son, Jesus Christ .  
 
Despi te the fact  that  most  bel iev ers know the doctr ine of  
grace,  and wi l l  easi ly agree wi th i t completely,  we must 
nev ertheless see and learn the Truth on thi s matter.   Most  
of  us spend much t ime and energy t rying to reach up to  
God wi th our own goodness.   W e try to please God wi th  
something about ourselv es.   W e try to stay in God’s 
grace,  and get  Him to bless us,  by present ing something 
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about ourselv es to Him.  I t is usual ly only through much 
fai lure along this l ine that  we wi l l  see the Truth.  
 
Now, there are some folks who wi l l  refuse to see the Truth 
about themselv es.   They wi l l  refuse to come to the place 
where they are shown to be desolate and empty.   Every 
t ime God br ings them there,  they simply t ry harder to  
ex tend thei r  so-cal led goodness up to God. 
 
I t  is amazing that  there is so much error,  and so many 
struggles,  ov er this matter of  grace among God’s people.   
Af ter al l ,  the grace of  God in Jesus Chri st  is the gospel  –  
i t  is the Truth.   I t ought to be foundat ional ,  indeed,  
elementary.   But  of ten i t  is not .   False teachings,  and,  
“other gospels,”  abound.  
 
We need not  t ry to ex tend our goodness up to God, for He 
has al ready ex tended Himself  down to us through His Son.   
Learn that  one Truth and i t  wi l l  change your l i f e forev er. 
 

 
 

Feb 8 
The Inheritance of the Saints 

 
The LORD  is the portion of mine inheritance and of my 
cup: thou maintain my lot.   The l ines are fal len unto 
me in pleasant places; yea,  I have a goodly heritage.  

(Ps.  16:5-6)  
 
The inheri tance of  the saints does not  merely consist  of  
THINGS.  Our inheri tance is the Lord Himsel f  – the 
ful lness of  Jesus Christ .   Howev er,  i f  Jesus Christ  i s the 
inheri tance of  the saints,  then certainly as an ex tension of  
Christ ,  this inheri tance includes al l  that  is in Christ .  
 
Note what this means:   God does not  giv e out ,  “pieces,”  
or,  “port ions,” of  His inheri tance.   Any interpretat ion of  the 
parables of  Jesus,  or of  other parts of  scr ipture,  along 
that  l ine,  is wrong.  No.   God has ALL of  Christ  for EACH 
bel iev er – and IN Christ  is ALL.  In Christ  God has giv en 
each of  us ALL that  He has to giv e. 
 
Paul  said,  “Blessed be the God and Father of  our Lord 
Jesus Chri st ,  who hath blessed us wi th ALL spi r i tual  
blessings in heav enly places in Christ . ”   (Eph. 1:3)  Paul  
also stated,  “He that  spared not  his own Son, but  
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del iv ered him up for us al l ,  how shal l  he not  wi th him also 
f reely giv e us ALL things?”  (Rom. 8:32)  It  ought to make 
sense – that  i f  the inheri tance of  the saints is Chri st  
Himself  --  then included for each saint  is ALL that  is in  
Christ .   You cannot div ide up Chri st .   You cannot hav e 
parts of  Him.  God has giv en each of  us ALL of  Christ  as 
our inheri tance.   This Truth of  inheri tance in Christ  
const i tutes,  “ the l ines that  hav e fal len to the saints in  
pleasant places.”  I t  is a,  “goodly heri tage.”  
 
Now, despi te being giv en ALL of  Christ ,  we can choose to  
experience LESS of  Christ .   In other words,  i t  not  Christ  
who is reduced, nor our inheri tance that  is reduced – 
rather,  i t  is WE who can be reduced, and thus,  l imi t our 
capaci ty to experience the Christ  God has given.   Much of  
that  is being determined in this age.   W e are accountable 
for what we hav e been giv en.   He that  is fai thful  over l i tt le 
– in the here and now -- is able to be faithful  over much – 
in the eternal  ages.   That  is because i t  isn’t  the,  “MUCH,”  
or the,  “LITTLE,” that  is at  issue – i t is the 
FAITHFULNESS unto God. 
 
The saint  needs to be concerned ov er one pr imary issue:   
Abiding in Christ  NOW.  Giv ing themselv es ov er to Christ  
NOW.  Being faithful  to God NOW.  Do that  and ev erything 
else wi l l  f al l  into place in the eternal  ages.  
 

 
 

Feb 9 
Witnesses of the Risen Christ 

 
I have set the LORD  always before me: because he is at 

my right hand, I shal l  not be moved.   Therefore my 
heart is glad, and my glory rejoices: my flesh also 

shall  rest in hope.  For thou wilt  not leave my soul in 
hel l ;  neither wil t  thou suffer thine Holy One to see 

corruption.  Thou wilt  show me the path of l i fe: in thy 
presence is ful lness of joy; at thy right hand there are 

pleasures for evermore.   (Ps.  16:8-11)  
 
According to the apost le Peter,  this passage f rom Psalm 
16 is a prophecy of  Jesus Chri st .   Peter says of  Dav id,  
who wrote this Psalm, “He (Dav id) seeing this before 
spoke of  the resurrect ion of  Christ ,  that  his soul  was not  
lef t  in hell , nei ther his f lesh did see corrupt ion.   This 
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Jesus hath God rai sed up,  whereof  we al l  are wi tnesses.”   
(Acts 2:31-32)   
 
Peter was speaking to many who were in the same mob 
that  cal led for the crucif ix ion of  Jesus.   But  Peter was no 
longer af raid of  the Jews.  Thus,  he cont inued and said,  
“Therefore let  al l  the house of  Israel  know assuredly,  that  
God hath made the same Jesus,  whom ye hav e crucif ied, 
both Lord and Christ . ”  
 
That  was not  only the Truth,  but  i t was qui te an indictment 
– but  was actual ly the gospel  and an of fer of  Redempt ion.   
The react ion of  the crowd was qui te amazing:   “They were 
pr icked in thei r  heart ,  and said unto Peter and to the rest  
of  the apost les,  ‘Men and brethren,  what shal l  we do?’”   
Peter answered,  “Repent,  and be bapt ized ev ery one of  
you in the name of  Jesus Christ  for the remission of  sins,  
and ye shal l  receiv e the gif t  of  the Holy Ghost . ”   In this we 
see the good news – but  we also see that  i f  i t is preached 
in Spi ri t and in Truth,  how God can use i t to br ing 
conv iction to ev en the most hardened of  people.   
 
There is no power in the preaching of  any man – but  great  
power in the Truth in Christ .   Where did Peter get  this 
power?  The power was Christ  – l iv ing in,  and now mov ing 
through Peter on that  day.  
 

 
 

Feb 10 
The Evidence of God 

 
I have set the LORD  always before me: because he is at 

my right hand, I shal l  not be moved.   Therefore my 
heart is glad, and my glory rejoices: my flesh also 

shall  rest in hope.  For thou wilt  not leave my soul in 
hel l ;  neither wil t  thou suffer thine Holy One to see 

corruption.  Thou wilt  show me the path of l i fe: in thy 
presence is ful lness of joy; at thy right hand there are 

pleasures for evermore.   (Ps.  16:8-11)  
 
According to the apost le Peter,  this passage f rom Psalm 
16 is a prophecy of  Jesus Chri st .   But  he is not  merely 
giv ing a lesson in theology.   Rather,  Peter tel ls us:   “W e 
are wi tnesses of  the resurrected Christ . ”   (Acts 2:32)   
Peter had personal ly seen and spoken wi th the Risen 
Christ  – the Person to W hom this prophecy points.  
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In reading the NT, i t  is clear that  hundreds of  people had 
seen the resurrected Chri st .   But  is our personal  fai th 
supposed to be based solely on the test imony of  the 
eyewi tnesses of  the resurrect ion of  Jesus Christ? –EVEN 
THOUGH they gav e A TRUE WITNESS?  Bel iev ing that 
someone else saw the Risen Christ  is NOT the same as 
seeing the Risen Chri st  for myself .  Indeed, i f  we are not  
careful ,  we might  f ind ourselv es put t ing our  fai th in thei r 
test imony,  instead of  in the Liv ing Christ .   
 
According to the Bible,  we can also be wi tnesses to the 
Risen Chri st .   How?  I f  Christ  comes to dwel l  in us.   John 
says,  “ I f  we receiv e the wi tness of  men, the wi tness of  
God is greater. ”   ( I  Jn.  5:9)  Even though the wi tness of  
men – even the wi tness of  those who saw the Risen Chri st  
– ev en though this is a t rue and r ight  wi tness,  there is a  
greater wi tness that  God has for us.   What is that  
wi tness?  The wi tness of  God.  And what is this wi tness - -  
or EVIDENCE -- of  God?  John says,  “For this is the 
wi tness of  God which he has test i f ied of  his Son.  He that  
bel iev es on the Son of  God has the witness in himself.”  
The wi tness or ev idence of  God is this same Risen Christ  
– “Christ  in you,  the hope of  glory.”   (Col . 1:27) 
 
John goes onto say,  “This is the wi tness that  God has 
giv en to us --  eternal  l i f e --  and this l i f e is in his Son.”  ( I  
Jn.  5:11)  Jesus Chri st  is the ev idence of  God.  Not  a 
theology lesson about Christ ,  nor an emot ional  react ion to 
Him – but  Christ  in us is supposed to be so real  that  His 
very presence is the l iv ing ev idence that  He is r isen f rom 
the dead.  I t  was the Liv ing Christ  to Whom Peter pointed.  
 

 
 

Feb 11 
Face to Face 

 
I wi l l  behold thy face in righteousness: I shal l  be 

satisfied,  when I awake, with thy l ikeness.  (Ps.  17:15)  
 
The Psalmist  is clear ly talking about the resurrect ion f rom 
the dead – he is point ing toward hi s future.   This is 
reminiscent  of  the words of  the apost le  Paul  to the 
Corinthians:   “For NOW we see through a glass,  darkly;  
but  THEN face to face:  NOW I  know in part ;  but  THEN 
shal l  I  know ev en as also I  am known.”  ( I  Cor.  13:12)  
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During this age,  we can know Jesus Christ  – God wants to 
br ing us into an inward real izat ion of  His Son.   
Butnev ertheless,  on our best  day i t  is l ike we, “see 
through a glass darkly” --  our knowing of  Christ  in this 
age,  wi l l  always,  to one degree or another,  be darkened 
by our natural  makeup.  But  when we are ra ised f rom the 
dead, f ree of  the natural , we wi l l  see Jesus Christ  face to 
face.   We wi l l  know Him wi thout  the hindrance of  the 
f lesh,  our natural  man, and wi thout  human l imi tat ion. 
 
Of  course,  God is working towards this now – which is why 
the work of  the Cross is necessary to cruci f y the f lesh and 
set  us f ree to know Jesus.   But  Christ  is eternal  and 
therefore i t  is going to  take the resurrect ion to make these 
things possible in al l  of  God’s ful lness.   Imagine knowing 
Jesus Christ  as ful ly as He knows us.   This is what God 
has for His people.   I t is why Paul  said,  “Eye hath not  
seen, nor ear  heard,  nei ther hav e entered into the heart  of  
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that  
lov e him.”  ( I  Cor.  2:9)  No wonder the Psalmist  says,  “ I  
shal l  be sat isf ied wi th Thy l ikeness.”  
 

 
 

Feb 12 
All  Things Out From Christ 

 
I wi l l  behold thy face in righteousness: I shal l  be 

satisfied,  when I awake, with thy l ikeness.  (Ps.  17:15)  
 
The Psalmist  is clear ly talking about the resurrect ion f rom 
the dead. In simi lar fashion,  John the apost le also spoke 
of  the resurrect ion of  those in Christ :   “Beloved,  now are 
we the sons of  God, and i t does not  yet  appear what we 
shal l  be:  but  we know that ,  when he shal l  appear,  what we 
are shal l  be out  f rom Him (Greek);  for we shal l  see him as 
he is. ”   ( I  John 3:2)  
 
The Greek in this passage i s somewhat skewed in the 
KJV.  John is actual ly saying that  everything that  
bel iev ers are TO BE in the resurrect ion i s OUT FROM 
CHRIST.  This is actual ly spi r i tual ly t rue NOW – but  the 
ful l  release wi l l  be when are mortal  bodies are changed.  
 
Not ice:   We do not  become Xerox  copies of  Christ  – 
nei ther in this age or in the resurrect ion.   Jesus does not  



 41 

act  upon us to  make us into something.   No.   Our spi r i tual  
union wi th Christ  NOW  wi l l  simply be brought into His  
ful lness THEN – in the resur rect ion.   Al l  that  Christ  is wi l l  
be able to be made ful ly manifest  in and through His 
people once we are raised f rom the dead.   
 
You and I  nev er become anything apart  f rom our l iv ing 
union wi th Christ .   Our ident i ty is def ined,  not  by  
something we become, but  rather,  our ident i ty is def ined 
by the manifestat ion of  Jesus Chri st  in and through us.   
Do you want to know who you are?  Or what you are to 
become?  I t is impossible to know unless Christ  is 
manifested in you.  
 
But  note:   The Psalmist  says,  “ I  wi l l  be sat isf ied wi th Thy 
l ikeness.”  He does not  say that  he is going to be sat isf ied 
wi th hi s own l ikeness.   The more we go on wi th Jesus 
Christ ,  the more we are going to be del ivered f rom our 
obsession wi th ourselv es.   The more we wi l l  become, 
“obsessed,” wi th Him.   This is fundamental  to being a 
manifestat ion of  Jesus.  
 
Al l  things in the new creat ion in Christ  Jesus,  Paul  says,  
“Are OUT FROM GOD.”  ( II  Cor. 5:18,  Gk)  He is talking 
about NOW -- but al l  the more i t is going to be so THEN.  
Ev erything that we are going to be as redeemed humani ty 
through the bodi ly resurrect ion is OUT FROM GOD – what  
we are shal l  be OUT FROM CHRIST.  We shal l  be 
manifestat ions of  the l iv ing Christ  – what He is wi l l  be 
seen in and through us.  
 

 
 

Feb 13 
Jesus Christ is Our Strength 

 
I wi l l  love thee, O LORD ,  my strength.   The LORD  is my 
rock, and my fortress,  and my deliverer; my God, my 

strength,  in whom I wil l trust; my buckler,  and the horn 
of my salvation, and my high tower.  (Ps 18:1-2)  

 
Once again in thi s Psalm we see that  God does not  giv e 
us power or st rength.   No.   Rather,  the Truth behind this 
is that  Jesus Chri st  IS the power of  God.  Jesus Chri st  IS  
the strength of  God.  In short ,  rather than giv e us the 
power to ov ercome, God gives us Chri st  – and tel ls us to  
abide in Him by fai th.   
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This is the key to al l  f reedom and ov ercoming.   We are 
nev er told to turn and defeat  the enemy.  We are nev er 
told to t ry to f inish the v ictory that  is al ready f inished in  
Christ .   Rather,  we are told to believ e and stand by faith 
in,  yes,  in the f inished v ictory that  Christ  has al ready won,  
but  more so,  we are told to stand in Christ  Himself .   Christ  
in us IS the power of  God. 
 
Paul  clear ly stated that  the key to l iv ing f rom out  of  Christ  
--  the power of  God --  is fai th.   But  we won’t  l ive f rom out 
of  Christ  by faith unt i l  we are exposed as ut ter ly weak in 
ourselv es.   Paul  had,  “a thorn in the f lesh,” which resul ted 
in a great  weakness in himsel f .  He asked God to remov e 
i t .   But  God said to him, “My grace is suf f icient  for thee:  
for my strength is made perfect  in weakness.”  Paul  said,  
“Most  gladly therefore wi l l  I  rather glory in my inf i rmi ties,  
that  the power of  Christ  may rest  upon me…for when I  am 
weak,  then am I  st rong.”  ( I I  Cor.  12:9-10)  
 
Christ  in us i s the power of  God – and in Him is al l  v ictory.  
But  we must abide in Him – l ive f rom out  of  Him – by fai th.  
But  as noted,  we wi l l  not  normal ly do this – won’t  ev en 
know to do i t  – unt i l  we are exposed as being ut ter ly weak 
and empty in our natural  man.  Then we wi l l  – by fai th -- 
turn to Christ  and abide in Him AS our st rength.  
 

 
 

Feb 14 
A God-Ordained Darkness 

 
He made darkness his secret place; his pavil ion round 

about him were dark waters and thick clouds of the 
skies.   (Ps.  18:11)  

 
There is a DARKNESS and a place of  SHADOW that  is 
God-ordained in the l i f e of  the bel iever.   But  this not  a 
matter of  God HIDING, or of  God HIDING the Truth.   No.   
Rather,  i t  is a place where we present ly cannot see – but  
necessary i f  we are to ev entual ly see.   This is a darkness 
that  wi l l ,  i f  we yield to God, bui ld in us FAITH – a faith 
that  wi l l  ev entually enable us to see Jesus Christ .  
 
There are t imes when, ful ly wi thin the wi l l  of  God, God wi l l  
br ing us into condi t ions wherein we cannot see – we 
cannot see or f ind HIM.  Why?  So that  we might  learn to 
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walk by fai th.   I  may not  be able to see God.  But  I can 
bel iev e that  God sees me.  That  takes faith in God – and 
i t  is to build this faith that  God must put  us into a 
darkness wherein we hav e nothing by which we can see 
God --  except  fai th in the God who sees me. 
 
Of ten we do not  real ize how lacking in fai th we real ly are 
– we do not  real ize that  our fai th seems strong as long as 
we can see,  or as long as we think we are blessed by  
God.  But i f  God remov es al l  of  this and we encounter a  
darkness through which we cannot see – onl y then wi l l  be 
come into a realizat ion of  real  faith in God.   
 
The Treasure that  we wi l l  f ind in a God-ordained darkness 
is the Person of  Jesus Christ  – who is THE LIGHT.  Thus,  
we wi l l  learn to no longer walk using anything about  
ourselv es as the guide.   But  we wi l l  walk according to an 
inward knowledge of  Jesus Chri st .   This is what God has 
for us,  “under Hi s wings,” and in the secret  place of  His 
pav i l ion or spi r i tual  temple. 
 

 
 

Feb 15 
Pure in Heart 

 
With the pure thou wilt show thyself pure; and with the 

froward thou wilt  show thyself froward.  (Ps.  18:26)  
 

There is a pr inciple giv en in this v erse:   Human beings wi l l  
tend to v iew God through the,  “ f i l ter, ”  of  thei r  own heart .   
This certainly appl ies to unbel iev ers.   But  i t  can also be 
t rue for Christ ians.   This is why in order to t ruly see Jesus 
Christ  we must hav e a pure heart .  
 
W ithout  a pure heart ,  we wi l l  be subject  to what is wrong 
in our heart .   Our natural  m ind and earthly nature wi l l  be 
al l  we wi l l  hav e to work wi th.   We wi l l , in ef fect , create 
God in our own image – ev en if  suggested or aided by 
false teaching.   W e wi l l  muster Him up out  of  our rel igious  
imaginat ion and bias.   
 
We cannot know God except through the inward rev elation 
of  Jesus Christ  – and that  rev elat ion requi res a,  “pure 
heart . ”   A pure heart  is one that  is open to God for 
WHATEVER i t  takes – and wi l l  not  set t le for less than Hi s 
wi l l .   Thus,  before we can see Jesus Chr ist  God must 
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of ten puri f y our hearts.   “Blessed are the pure in heart ,  f or 
they shal l  see God.”  (Matt .  5:8) 
 

 
 

Feb 16 
The Heavens Declare God 

 
The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 

firmament shows his handy work.    Day unto day utters 
speech, and night unto night shows knowledge.   There 

is no speech nor language, where their voice is not 
heard.    Their l ine is gone out through al l the earth,  

and their words to the end of the world.  In them has 
he set a tabernacle for the sun, which is as a 

bridegroom coming out of his chamber,  and rejoices 
as a strong man to run a race.   (Ps.  19:1-5)  

 
The NT counterpart  passage for the above passage is 
Romans 1:18-21:   “For the wrath of  God is rev ealed f rom 
heav en against  al l  ungodl iness and unrighteousness of  
men, who SUPRESS the t ruth in unrighteousness;  
because that  which may be known of  God is mani fest  in 
them; for God hath showed i t  unto them.  For the inv isible 
things of  him f rom the creat ion of  the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things that  are made, ev en 
his eternal  power and Godhead; so that  they are wi thout  
excuse:  because that ,  when they knew God, they glor if ied 
him not  as God, nei ther were thankful ;  but  became v ain in 
thei r  imaginat ions,  and thei r  fool ish heart  was darkened.”  
 
Passages l ike these are of ten used to claim that  al l  men 
are accountable for knowing God simply because of  the 
wi tness of  creat ion – and there are many Christ ian 
teachers who take i t  a step further and cla im that  these 
passages make ev ery human being accountable for  
coming to Jesus Christ  as thei r  Sav ior.  The assumpt ion is 
that  each human being has not  only the wi tness of  
creat ion,  but  also the wi tness of  conscience,  as to the 
Truth.   These wi tnesses are giv en to al l  and i t is claimed 
that  they are what make each accountable to God. 
 
There is a HUGE problem wi th such teaching.   Fi rst  of  al l , 
Jesus stated di rect ly,  “No man can come to Me EXCEPT 
THE FAITHER W HO SENT ME DRAW HIM.”  (John 6:44)   
If  the wi tness of  creat ion and of  conscience were enough 
to make us ful ly accountable to God for coming to Christ ,  
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then what Jesus said would not  be t rue – we could come 
to Christ  on the basis of  that  wi tness of  creat ion and 
conscience.   But  no.   Jesus said the Father must  
speci f ical ly draw people to Christ .   Thus,  this prov es that  
the wi tness of  creat ion and conscience are not  enough.   
They are secondary wi tnesses once God takes the 
ini t iat ive to draw a person to Christ .  
 
Creat ion and conscience cannot make me accountable to  
come to Christ  because I  am spi r i tual ly dead in Adam.  
The heav ensDO declare the glory of  God – but  the 
problem in people is that  they cannot recognize that  fact .  
They are bl ind and dead to i t .   In addi t ion,  conscience can 
tel l  us only to do r ight .   I t  cannot def ine r ight  – conscience 
cannot rev eal  Truth.  That  is why many see the heav ens 
and worship IT,  or see the earth,  and worship IT.   There 
must come a rev elat ion f rom God of  Himsel f . 
 
The fact  is,  there is NOTHING in fal len man whereby he 
can take creat ion and conscience and morph this into fai th 
in Jesus Christ .   For that ,  God must FIRST take the 
ini t iat ive.  Only THEN, can man respond by fai th.  Paul  
says,  “Fai th COMES by hearing the W ord of  God.”  (Rom. 
10:17)  Note:   Faith must  COME to be in me by hearing 
God.  Paul  does NOT say that  fai th is in me to begin wi th,  
and that  al l  I  need to do is use my powers of  observ ation,  
or l isten to my conscience.   Again – we are dead in Adam.  
What do we hav e to work wi th? 
 
You wi l l  also note that  Romans 1 is talking about,  not  the 
ignorant  that  hav e nev er had any  l ight  f rom God, but  Paul  
is talking about those,  “who SUPPRESS the Truth in 
unrighteousness.”  To SUPPRESS the Truth,  you hav e to 
hav e receiv ed some Truth.   Paul  is actual ly talking about  
the same unbel ief  that  John described in his gospel ,  “This 
is condemnat ion,  that  l ight  has come into the world,  but  
men loved darkness RATHER than l ight . ”   (John 3:19)   
Condemnat ion is always based on the l ight  given.   
 
Paul  said on Mars hi l l :   “The t imes of  ignorance God 
ov erlooked, but  now command men ev erywhere to repent. ”   
(Acts 17:30)  “Times of  ignorance,” are t imes wherein  
there was no l ight .   And because of  that ,  God does not  
hold people accountable – which is exact ly what Paul  is 
saying – he said,  “God ov erlooked those t imes of  
ignorance.”  God i s a just  God.  W hen He judges al l  by  
Jesus Christ ,  that  judgment wi l l  be based so lely upon the 
l ight  given to each of  us of  His Son.   
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Feb 17 
The Sin of Presumption 

 
Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; 
let them not have dominion over me: then shall  I be 

upright,  and I shall  be innocent from the great 
transgression.  (Ps.  19:13)  

 
“Presumpt ion,” isa bel ief  that  something is t rue ev en 
though i t  has not  been prov en t rue.   I t  of ten leads to  
act ion.    Presumpt ion may be ignorance.   But  i t  may also 
be more serious sin.  
 
Presumpt ion is sin when i t  comes f rom want ing my own 
way – ev en,  “for God.”  I  t ry to push God.  I  t ry to make 
t rue what is not  t rue.   I  t ry to lead God instead of  al lowing 
Him to lead me.  I may at tach any number of  just i f ications 
for my presumpt ion.   But  i t  is f rom out  of  myself ,  rather 
than f rom out  of  knowing Christ .    
 
The problem in presumpt ion is not  that  I  cannot f igure out  
the correct  path to choose.   No.   The problem is in my 
heart .   And unt i l  that  is solv ed,  NO path can be chosen in  
fai th.   God wi l l ,  “keep us back,” f rom presumptuous sins 
by giv ing us l ight  – not necessari ly l ight as to the r ight 
path to choose – but  He wi l l  give us l ight  that  wi l l  expose 
our presumpt iv e hearts so that  we can repent and hav e a 
r ight  heart .   This is the prayer of  this Psalm. 
 
If  there is present ly no place in our hearts for the l ight 
God wants to giv e,  God may al low the presumption in our  
hearts to lead us astray.   God nev er causes presumpt ion,  
or desi res that  we begin to walk in error.   But  most  of  us 
wi l l  learn in no other way.   I t  is simply the way of  f lesh to  
need to learn through mistakes.   The important  thing is 
that  i f  God does al low us to presume and err ,  that  we can 
turn back to the Lord and al low Him to use i t  to br ing us 
into a greater knowledge of  His Son.  
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Feb 18 
The Object of Our Faith 

 
Some trust in chariots,  and some in horses: but we wil l 

remember the name of the LORD  our God.  (Ps 20:7)  
 
Chariots and horses,  which are instruments used in bat t le,  
are,  for us today,  anything or anybody that  serv es as a 
subst i tute for Jesus Chri st  --  as the object  of  our fai th.  
But  for professing Christ ian people,  there is one chariot  or 
horse that  subst i tutes most of ten for Christ :   Self -
r ighteousness.  
 
For example,  we may not  t rust  that  we can DO things for  
God.  But  many of  us t rust  that  i t  is OUR r ighteousness 
that  mov es God to do things FOR US or THROUGH US.  
We continue to think that  there is something IN US, ev en 
if  i t  is what we cal l ,  “faith” – that  ent i t les us to God’s 
grace and help.  
 
Real  fai th is nev er a meri t  that  I  contr ibute to my 
relat ionship wi th God.  Rather,  real  faith is f rom out  of  a 
real izat ion that  I  hav e NOTHING to contr ibute.   I t  is solely 
in One who i s,  “other than,” ourselv es – Jesus Chri st .  
 
We need to come to terms wi th the SIN of  self -
r ighteousness.   Note:   Sel f -righteousness i s SIN.  I t  is an 
expression of  the sin of  unbel ief .   I t  denies the Truth 
about Jesus Christ .   Self -r ighteousness is also decept ion.   
No human being has a r ighteousness of  his or her own.  
Not  because of  works.   Not  because of  rel igion.   There is 
only ONE r ighteousness of  God – and He is a  Person.  
 
God does not  giv e us our own r ighteousness because of  
Christ .   No.   Rather,  i f  we bel iev e,  God giv es us Chri st  AS 
our r ighteousness.   This is t ruly how God just i f ies the 
sinner through fai th.  If  I put  my fai th in Christ ,  God 
imputes to me, yes,  the r ighteousness of  Jesus Christ .   
But  more important ly,  i f  I  put  my fai th in Christ ,  God 
IMPARTS to me Jesus Christ  Himsel f .  I  am joined to the 
Lord and one spi r i t  wi th Him.  ( I  Cor.  6:17)  And i f  that  is 
t rue,  then Jesus Chri st  is the r ighteousness of  God in me 
– HE is the only r ighteousness that  ex ists,  and the only 
r ighteousness that  I  hav e.  So much begins here – Christ  
as my r ighteousness.   I f  we get  this set t led,  “we wi l l  
remember the Lord,”  and v ictory wi l l  be ours.  
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Feb 19 
Ask and You Shall  Receive 

 
The king shall  joy in thy strength,  O LORD;  and in thy 

salvation how greatly shall  he rejoice!   Thou hast 
given him his heart 's desire,  and hast not withheld the 

request of his l ips.  Selah.  (Ps.  21:1-2)  
 
There are many promises in the Bible that promise the 
bel iev er that  i f  we ask,  we wi l l  receiv e.   Indeed, there are 
people in the church today that  are teaching that  God wi l l  
giv e you whatev er you ask – whatev er you confess.   And 
yet  i f  you are honest ,  you know that  there are many t imes 
when you do ask something of  God – something you think  
is good and r ight ,  and ev en the wi l l  of  God – but  you do 
NOT receiv e. 
 
How is this possible?  Why would Jesus say,  “Ask and you 
shal l  receive,” and why would Psalms declare,  “You hav e 
giv en him his heart ’s desi re,  and hav e not wi thheld the 
request  of  his l ips,”  i f  i t  was possible to ask and NOT 
receiv e? 
 
Fi rst  of  al l , hav e we yet  real ized that  we do not  know what  
is best  for us?  Would we l ike God to do,  and to giv e us,  
whatev er we ask,  ev en if  He knows that  i t  wi l l  be bad for 
us?  In addi t ion,  do we think that  when Jesus said,  “Ask  
and you shal l  receiv e,” that  He was making an 
UNCONDITIONAL promise?  W e need to read ALL of  
scr ipture.   I f  we do,  we wi l l  f ind that  God nev er promises 
to do anything that  is NOT His wi l l  – but  does desi re to do 
ONLY His wi l l . 
 
Herein we see a key.   “To ask,” must  be based upon the 
Truth – must be based on knowing and desi r ing only God’s 
wi l l .   In other words,  we are asking God to do His wi l l .  
Our asking is the outcome of  God hav ing brought us to  
where we desi re His wi l l  – we desi re i t  to the point  where 
we are wholeheartedly ASKING Him to do it.   There is a  
fel lowship presumed in this.   Thus,  God wi l l  give us our  
heart ’s desi re once our  heart  is one wi th His heart .   W hy 
would we want Him to do otherwise?   
 
God could do anything He wants to do wi thout  our asking.   
But  He has ordained to use Hi s people;  to br ing His 
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people into a fel lowship wi th Himself  so that  they can be 
instruments through which He can do Hi s wi l l .  Of ten we 
merely join wi th God and stand wi th God in  spi r i t  f or His 
wi l l .   That  is ASKING.  And God certainly wants to do Hi s 
wi l l  more than we want Him to do it . 
 
God desi res for His people to hav e His heart  and His mind 
– and i f  we do we wi l l  be praying according to the wi l l  of  
God.  That  is praying that  God wi l l  answer.  
 

 
 

Feb 20 
Abandonment to God 

 
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?  Why art 
thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my 

roaring?  (Ps.  22:1)  
 
Those words,  “My God, my God, why hav e you forsaken 
Me?,” were,  of  course,  words spoken by Jesus Chri st  as 
He was dying on the Cross.   W hat do they express? 
 
Fi rst  of  al l ,  Jesus nev er once sinned – and so to cry out  to  
God in such a way was NOT sin.   This was not  an 
accusat ion against  God by Jesus.   Rather,  i t  was simply 
an honest  expression that  emerged f rom the ordeal  that  
Jesus was experiencing.  
 
Jesus cr ied out  at  that  moment on the Cross --  because 
He was bearing sin – and because at  that  moment i t 
seemed to His percept ion (al though not  real ly) that  God 
had forsaken Him – He cr ied out  and expressed that .   But  
i t  was nev ertheless NOT sin --  this was NOT an 
expression of  unbel ief .   I t  was simply the honest  
expression of  the Son of  Man – He had nev er before 
encountered such a sense of  aloneness in His relat ionship 
wi th His Father – and He was crying out  because of  i t .    
 
This tel ls us that  i t  is not  sin for us to honest ly cry out  to 
God because we cannot seem to f ind Him.  But  i t is also 
noteworthy that  moments later, despi te this cry to the 
Father,  Jesus said,  “ Into Your hands do I  commit  My 
spi r i t . ”   To hav e8 023 no sense of  God’s presence,  but  
then to nev ertheless ful ly abandon onesel f  into His hands 
--  this shows that  Jesus bel iev ed and t rusted God al l  the 
way through to the end.   He abandoned Himsel f  to His 
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Father because He knew that  His Father  was fai thful 
regardless.  
 

 
 

Feb 21 
Victory Through Death 

 
All  they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out 

the l ip, they shake the head, saying,  “He trusted on 
the LORD  that he would deliver him: let him deliver 

him, seeing he del ighted in him.”  (Ps.  22:7-8)  
 
This is a prophecy that  was fulf i l led when the Pharisees 
mocked Jesus Christ  as He hung on the Cross.   But  there 
is a great  lesson in i t f or bel iev ers.   Many of  those who 
profess Chri st  hav e been at tacked by the same l ie – the 
l ie that  states that  success and prosperi ty prov e that  God 
has blessed someone --  and the l ie that  l ikewise states 
that  fai lure and lack prov es that  God has not  blessed them 
– or has cursed them.  This l ie is the same one bel iev ed 
by the f riends of  Job. 
 
This l ie is based on natural  thinking and the interests of  
humani ty.   I t  is based on the not ion that  God’s purpose is 
going to be achiev ed on the basis of  THIS LIFE – and that  
the ev idence is going to be seen in the earthly realm.  I t  is 
nothing more than the error of  thinking that God is going 
to establ ish an outward kingdom NOW – ev en if  that  
kingdom is expressed only in my personal  l i fe.    
 
The Truth is that  the kingdom of  God is NEVER going to  
be establ ished in this age in an OUTW ARD way.  Not  ev en 
in my personal  l i f e.  God has begun bui lding His kingdom 
by bui lding PEOPLE who are in Chri st  – God is 
establ ishing people in His Son in an INW ARD way.  That  
is His purpose for this age,  and there is NOTHING that  
God wi l l  not  sacr i f ice for that  purpose – He did not  ev en 
spare His own Son.   
 
Jesus Christ  c lear ly stated that  i f  any of  us wanted to  
fol low Him that  we must take up our Cross and LOSE our 
l ives.   Only then could we f ind t rue l i f e IN HIM.  But  
natural  thinking mocks the suggest ion that  we ought to  
lose our l iv es – indeed, among many Christ ians today,  i f  a 
person LOSES thei r  l ives they are said to have l i tt le fai th, 
or to be cursed of  God.  Only i f  people WIN thei r  l ives for 
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themselv es are they applauded as hav ing the blessings of  
God.  This false reasoning is appl ied today to personal  
l ives,  and to minist ry.   And yet  i t is not  only contrary to 
the Truth,  but  i t  is a denial  of  the personal  Cross,  and 
f rankly, the,  “gospel  of  Satan.” 
 
The enemies of  Christ  mocked His fai th in God.  They 
celebrated Hi s death because to them i t  proved He was a 
f raud.   Three days later they would be prov en wrong.   
Jesus Christ  was accompl ishing the greatest  v ictory 
possible.   And despi te the death to our l iv es in this age,  
He is l ikewise accompl ishing His v ictory in us.    
 

 
 

Feb 22 
Strength Through Weakness 

 
I am poured out l ike water,  and al l  my bones are out of 
joint: my heart is l ike wax; i t  is melted in the midst of 

my bowels.   My strength is dried up l ike a 
potsherd…and thou hast brought me into the dust of 
death. . . they pierced my hands and my feet.   I may tel l  
al l  my bones: they look and stare upon me.  They part 

my garments among them, and cast lots upon my 
vesture.   But be not thou far from me, O LORD:  O my 

strength,  haste thee to help me.  (Ps.  22:14-19)  
 
There is much spoken in scr ipture about Jesus on the 
Cross --  and many of  these words are a spi r i tual  type of  
the t r ials and suf fer ing of  bel iev ers.   This passage shows 
that  i t  is the wi l l  of  God for His saints to be brought to the 
end of  thei r  natural  st rength,  and to the end of  any 
possible t rust  in themselv es.   To us,  and maybe to others,  
this may seem to be a bad thing.  But  i t is a good thing IF 
we wi l l  then turn to God. 
 
Paul  had many similar experiences.   Of  one,  he said,  “W e 
were pressed out  of  measure,  abov e strength,  insomuch 
that  we despai red ev en of  l i f e:   But we had the sentence 
of  death in ourselv es,  that  we should not  t rust  in  
ourselv es,  but  in God which rai ses the dead.”   ( I I  Cor.  1:8-
10)  Paul  also said,  “For this thing I  besought the Lord 
thr ice,  that  i t  m ight  depart  f rom me.  And he said unto me, 
My grace is suf f icient  for thee:  for my strength is made 
perfect  in weakness.  Most  gladly therefore wi l l  I rather 
glory in my inf i rmi t ies,  that  the power of  Christ  may rest  
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upon me.”  ( I I  Cor.  12:8-9)  God must expose the delusion 
of  our own strength so that  we might put  al l  of  our fai th in 
Christ .   But  because this is contrary to human thinking,  i t  
may,  for a t ime, seem l ike God has forsaken us.   He has 
not .   He is seeking to expose us as weak so that  Christ  by  
our fai th in Him can BE our st rength:   “For when I  am 
weak,  then I  am strong.”  ( I  Cor.  12:10)  
 

 
 

Feb 23 
The Lord is My Shepherd 

 
The LORD  is my shepherd; I shal l  not want.  He makes 
me to l ie down in green pastures: he leads me beside 
the sti l l  waters.   He restores my soul: he leads me in 
the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  Yea, 

though I walk through the val ley of the shadow of 
death,  I wi l l fear no evi l :  for thou art with me; thy rod 
and thy staff they comfort me.  Thou preparest a table 

before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou 
anointest my head with oi l ;  my cup runneth over.   

Surely goodness and mercy shall  fol low me al l  the 
days of my l i fe: and I will  dwell  in the house of the 

LORDforever.   (Ps.  23:1-6)  
 
This Psalm contains promises and assurances that  must  
be understood in the context  of  relationship wi th Christ .   
Paul  said,  “For al l  the promises of  God in him are yea,  
and in him Amen, unto the glory of  God by us.”   ( I I  Cor. 
1:20)  You cannot take the promises of  God and separate 
them f rom Christ .   The promises of  God are real ized only 
as we come into a real izat ion of  Christ  – in W hom al l  of  
the promises are found. 
 
This Truth is suggested in this Psalm in the last  phrase:   
“ I  wi l l  dwel l  in the house of  the Lord forev er. ”   That  is an 
al l - inclusiv e statement – i t  gov erns al l  else in the Psalm.  
Jesus Chri st  IS the house of  the Lord in type and shadow.   
The bel iev er l ives IN Christ  – and by fai th we are to l iv e 
out  f rom Him.  I t  is upon this relat ionship by fai th wi th 
Christ  as our dwel l ing place – that  the rest  of  the Psalm, 
wi th al l  of  i ts assurances --  is based.  
 
For example,  the Psalm begins by saying,  “The Lord is my 
shepherd,  I  shal l  not  want. ”   Yet  ev en the apost le Paul  
admi tted that  he went through t imes of  WANT.  Do the 
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saints of  God ev er go through seasons of  want or lack?  
You bet  they do.   But  this nev er negates the fact that  we 
are forev er IN CHRIST – and that  al l  of  the promises of  
God f ind thei r YES and AMEN in HIM. Seasons of  want  
are only seasons that  are used of  God so that  we might  
real ize that  Christ  alone IS our Shepherd,  and IS our 
dwel l ing place forev er.   God is br inging us to the real  
meaning of  this f i rst  phrase of  this Psalm:  “The Lord is 
my Shepherd – and He alone can sat isf y my ev ery want. ”   
He is showing us that  our fai th must  be in Christ ,  our t rue 
dwel l ing place,  for He wi l l  meet ev ery spi r i tual  and 
physical  need.  
 

 
 

Feb 24 
The Proving of Our Faith 

 
The earth is the LORD 's,  and the ful lness thereof; the 

world, and they that dwell therein.    For he hath 
founded it  upon the seas, and established i t  upon the 

floods.  (Ps.  24:1-2)  
 
Most  of ten,  the greatest  work of  God is founded upon what  
might  otherwi se seem to be chaos and impossible  
destruct ion.   That  was certainly the case when God 
recreated the heav ens and the earth in Genesis 1.   And 
of ten,  i t  is the case wi th His desi re to create us in Christ  
Jesus.   God wi l l  of ten bui ld our fai th by exposing us to  
that  which contradicts i t  – He wi l l  bring l i f e out  of  death.   
 
“The t r ial  of  faith, ”  is exact ly that  – i t  is an experience 
that  God intends to bui ld,  prov e,  and br ing out  faith.   A 
t r ial  of  faith uses death and contradict ion – i f  we wi l l  y ield 
to God – to bui ld in us FAITH. 
 
Peter said the same thing:   “Wherein ye great ly rejoice, 
though now for a season, i f  need be,  ye are in heav iness 
through mani fold temptat ions:   That the t r ial of  your faith,  
being much more precious than of  gold that  perishes,  
though i t  be t r ied wi th f i re, might be found unto praise and 
honor and glory at  the appearing of  Jesus Christ . ”   ( I  
Peter 1:6-7)  
 
When gold is t r ied by f i re, al l  of  the impuri ties are 
separated f rom the genuine gold – indeed, the impuri ties 
are brought to the surface.   So i t  is wi th us:   W hen we are 



 54 

t r ied by f i re, al l  of  our impuri ties – dimensions of  unbel ief  
– are brought out .   But  God always does this wi th a  
redempt iv e purpose – so that  we might  be set  f ree f rom 
unbel ief  to walk more deeply wi th Christ  in genuine fai th. 
 
There is,  howev er,  another aspect  of  the t r ial  of  fai th that  
is of ten ov erlooked.  I t  is t rue that  God prov es our fai th,  in 
the sense of  bui lding our fai th.  But  our fai th is based 
upon the TRUTH.  Thus,  i t  is a fact  that  in any t r ial  of  fai th 
God is also prov ing His Truth – He is prov ing His Truth 
and Hi s W ord IN US.  To put  i t  another way,  God i s 
prov ing in us the ev ery Truth around which we hav e 
wrapped our fai th.   As He does,  our fai th is l ikewise 
prov en and v indicated.  
 
God establ ishes the Truth of  Jesus in us by exposing us 
to contradict ion and confusion – He establ ishes al l  that  He 
wants to create in Jesus Christ  upon the f loods of  t rials.   
But  in the end,  i f  we wi l l  stand by fai th,  God wi l l  always be 
prov en to be TRUE. 
 

 
 

Feb 25 
Righteousness From God 

 
Who shall  ascend into the hi l l of the LORD? or who 
shall  stand in his holy place?  He that hath clean 

hands, and a pure heart; who hath not l i fted up his 
soul unto vanity,  nor sworn deceitful ly.  He shall  

receive the blessing from the LORD ,  and righteousness 
from the God of his salvation.  (Ps.  24:3-5)  

 
Ev en in the Old Testament,  long before,  “grace and Truth 
came in Jesus Chri st , ”  (John 1:17) we f ind the Truth of  
Jesus Christ  in prophet ic form.  For example,  this Psalm 
states,  “He shal l  receiv e the blessing FROM the Lord,  and 
r ighteousness FROM the God of  his salv at ion.”  Ev en here 
in the OT i t  is clear ly stated that  a person must receiv e 
r ighteousness FROM God. This is a prophet ic reference to 
the fact  that  bel iev ers hav e only one r ighteousness – the 
Person of  Jesus Christ  – who dwel ls in them. 
 
God does not  giv e us a r ighteousness of  our own because 
of  Jesus Christ .   Rather,  God giv es us Jesus Chri st  
Himself  -- Who IS our righteousness,  indeed, who IS the 
only r ighteousness that  ex ists.   Paul  said,  “Of  God are ye 
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in Christ  Jesus,  who of  God is made unto us wisdom, and 
r ighteousness,  and sanct i f ication,  and redempt ion.”  ( I 
Cor.  1:30)  Again – we are not  giv en a righteousness of  
our own BECAUSE of  Jesus Christ .   Rather,  we are giv en 
Christ  Himsel f  to dwel l  in us.   And HE IS the 
r ighteousness of  God. 
 
The doctr ine of  just i f ication by faith states that  i f  we put  
our fai th in Christ ,  God wi l l  impute to us the r ighteousness 
of  Christ .   But this is merely a legal  way of  describing how 
God just i f ies the sinner through fai th.   The further Truth 
is,  that  yes,  legal ly God IMPUTES to us the r ighteousness 
of  His Son, but  God actual ly IMPARTS to us Christ  
Himself .  W e are joined to the Lord – and HE IS our l iv ing 
r ighteousness.  
 
Who shal l , “stand in His holy place?” – who shal l  be in 
such a relat ionship wi th Chri st  so that  He is our  
r ighteousness and our sanct i f ication --  which is hol iness?  
Not one who is r ighteous in himself  – but one whose fai th 
is in Christ .   Faith that  is solely in Christ  const i tutes,  
“clean hands and a pure heart . ”  
 
We can do nothing to contr ibute to our salv at ion.   But  that  
is precisely where t rue fai th comes in.  True fai th is the 
outcome of  seeing that  we can contr ibute nothing to our  
salv ation – we therefore put  our fai th solely in Christ  and 
embrace al l  that  He is.   This is the at t i tude of  heart that  
wi l l  br ing us into this,  “holy place,” of  relat ionship in  
Christ .  
 

 
 

Feb 26 
The King of Glory 

 
Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye l i ft  up, ye 

everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall  come in.   
Who is this King of glory? The LORD  strong and 

mighty,  the LORD  mighty in battle.   Lift  up your heads, 
O ye gates; even l i ft  them up, ye everlasting doors; 

and the King of glory shall  come in.   Who is this King 
of glory? The LORD  of hosts,  he is the King of glory.   

Selah.  (Ps.  24:7-10)  
 
This passage is a prophet ic picture of  Jesus Chri st  
ascending to heav en and returning to glory.   Jesus is thus 
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proclaimed, “The King of  Glory.”   Certainly, this reminds 
us of  the words of  Paul , “Christ  in you, the hope of  glory.”   
(Col .  1:27) 
 
The ascension of  Jesus Christ  completely f inished Hi s 
redempt iv e work.   Now, that  f inished work is to be worked 
out ,  f i rst ,  in His people,  but  then,  through His people --  
unto the ful lness of  God’s purpose.   This is what Jesus 
Christ  has been busy doing for the last  two-thousand 
years:    “He must reign unto al l  of  His enemies are put  
under His feet . ”   ( I  Cor.  15:25)   “That in the dispensat ion 
of  the ful lness of  t imes he might  gather together in one al l  
things in Christ ,  both which are in heav en, and which are 
on earth;  ev en in him.”  (Eph. 1:10)   
 
If  you gather up ev erything in the Bible that  rev eals the 
purpose of  God, i t  can al l  be brought to one f inal 
statement:   Jesus Chri st  as Lord of  al l ,  under the Father.   
An expanded way of  stat ing the purpose of  God is by 
br inging in the inheri tance that  God has given to Christ ,  
and then,  in Christ ,  to His people.   W e might  summarize 
this by saying that  there is The Father, and there is The 
Son, and there is al l  who are IN the Son.  W hen Jesus 
ascended into the heav enl ies and was seated at  the r ight  
hand of  God, He was celebrated as The King of  Glory – as 
the one in W hom all  the purpose of  God is gathered and 
f inished.    
 

 
 

Feb 27 
The Anointed One 

 
The LORD  is their st rength,  and he is the saving 

strength of his anointed.   Save thy people,  and bless 
thine inheritance: feed them also, and l i ft  them up 

forever.   (Ps.  28:8-9)  
 
In the Hebrew of  the OT, the term, “anointed,” comes f rom 
the same root  as does,  “Messiah.”  In the Greek of  the NT, 
the term, “anointed,” comes f rom the same root  as does,  
“Christ . ”   In other words,  Jesus Chri st  is not  a f i rst  and 
last  name.  Rather,  the name is,  “Jesus the Chri st ,  “  or,  
“Jesus the Messiah,” or,  “Jesus the Anointed One.” 
 
In the f inal  analysis,  there is only ONE, “anointed” – and i t  
is Jesus,  the Anointed One.  Thus,  the one way in which 
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God ev er anoints you and me is i f  Christ  is in us.   I f  Christ  
is in us,  the Anointed One i s in us – and we become 
partakers of  His anoint ing,  because we are partakers of  
Christ .  
 
There is much false teaching today about,  “ the anoint ing.”   
People speak as i f ,  “the anoint ing,”  is a thing,  or as i f  i t  is 
the Spi r i t  of  God – sort  of  f loating around,  coming upon 
people,  enter ing into a serv ice,  and then leav ing.   They 
speak as i f  this anoint ing,  i f  i t  is present ,  wi l l  work  
miracles,  giv e power,  and impart  blessing.   Yet  you 
NEVER ONCE read of  such a thing in the New Testament.    
 
The indwel l ing of  the Anointed One – Jesus Christ  – is the 
anoint ing under the New Cov enant.   John stated this Truth 
in absolute terms.  He said,  “But  the anoint ing which ye 
hav e received of  him abides in you,  and ye need not  that  
any man teach you:  but  as the same anoint ing teaches 
you of  al l  things,  and is t ruth,  and is no l ie,  and ev en as i t  
hath taught you,  ye shal l  abide in him.”  ( I  John 2:27)  The 
anointed is Christ  in us,  the hope of  glory.   (Col .  1:27) 
 
The anoint ing was also a designat ion by  God unto a 
special  purpose.   I f  Christ  is in us,  we are apprehended – 
anointed,  i f  you wi l l  – for God’s purpose in Him – that  we 
might  be manifestat ions of  Him, and partakers of  His 
inheri tance.   The speci f ic way in which thi s anoint ing is 
worked out  in our l iv es might  v ary wi th the i ndiv idual ,  but 
i f  Christ  is in us,  we are anointed in Him – and 
apprehended for His glory.  
 

 
 

 Feb 28 
Giving to the Lord His Glory 

 
Give unto the LORD ,  O ye mighty, give unto the LORD  

glory and strength.   Give unto the LORD  the glory due 
unto his name; worship the LORD  in the beauty of 

holiness.  (Ps.  29:1-2)  
 

The Psalmist  is talking about worship – ascr ibing to the 
Lord what is due Him:  Honor and strength.   But  i t  is also 
possible to,  “give unto the Lord…glory and strength,”  and 
for i t to be merely l ip serv ice.  Jesus said so.   He said,  
“This people draws nigh unto me wi th thei r  mouth,  and 
honors me wi th thei r l ips;  but  thei r  heart  is far f rom me.”  
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(Matt .  15:8)  Much that  is cal led,  “worship,”  today is not  
real ly for God.  I t  is for the one worshipping.   I t  makes us 
feel  bet ter.   I t  may be nothing more than emot ional ism.  
God wants worship f rom the heart .   He wants us to know 
Him and to lov e Him. 
 
The fact  is,  i f  we actual ly SEE the Lord – begin to hav e an 
inward,  spi r i tual  rev elat ion of  Him – worship wi l l  be 
v ir tual ly automat ic.   We won’t  be able to help ourselv es.   
Read in Rev elation the descript ions of  heav en.  Is the 
worship pictured there forced?  No.  I t  is what happens 
when we see God – when we see Him in Truth.   We wi l l  
ascr ibe to Him honor and strength --  because doing so is 
a matter of  not  only tel l ing the Truth about Him -- but  
doing so is going to be our heart  response to Him.  You 
simply cannot see Jesus Christ  and not  worship Him.  You 
are seeing the Truth and our response wi l l  be the Truth.  
 

 
 

Feb 29 
The Voice of the Lord 

 
The voice of the LORD  is upon the waters: the God of 
glory thunders: the LORD  is upon many waters.   The 

voice of the LORD  is powerful; the voice of the LORD  is 
ful l  of majesty.   (Ps.  29:3-4)  

 
When we talk about,  “ the v oice of  the Lord,”  we are,  of  
course,  talking about whatev er means the Lord uses to,  
“speak,” to us.   Any of  the ways in which God rev eals to 
us Hi s mind and heart  can be said to be,  “ the v oice of  the 
Lord.”Hebrews tel ls us what God is pr imari ly speaking 
today:   “God, who at  sundry t imes and in divers manners 
spoke in t ime past  unto the fathers by the prophets,  has in  
these last  days spoken unto us by hi s Son. ”  (Heb. 1:2)   
The Greek here means,  “spoken to us IN HIS SON.”  I t 
could ev en be t ranslated,  “has spoken to us Son-wise.”  In 
other words,  God is speaking Jesus Chri st ,  yes,  to us,  but  
more so IN US.   God i s rev eal ing His Son IN HIS 
PEOPLE.  That  is what God is pr imari ly speaking.  
 
As God speaks Chri st  to you and in you,  you wi l l  f ind what  
is described in this Psalm – described here in type and 
shadow – you wi l l  f ind that  happening in you.   Truth wi l l  
begin to break down untruth.   Light  wi l l  begin to expose 
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what had been in darkness.   And i t wi l l  al l  be unto 
f reedom. 
 
Hebrews says later,  “For the word of  God is quick,  and 
powerful ,  and sharper than any two-edged sword,  piercing 
ev en to the div iding asunder of  soul  and spi r i t , and of  the 
joints and marrow, and i s a di scerner of  the thoughts and 
intents of  the heart . ”   (Heb. 4:12)  This is the spi r i tual  
meaning behind Psalm 29.   God is speaking Jesus Chri st  
– rev eal ing Christ  in us – and has He does,  al l  things wi l l  
be exposed, div ided,  and sorted out  – so that  i f  we 
embrace Christ ,  al l  that  wi l l  remain wi l l  be of  Him. 
 

 
 

Mar 1 
Joy Comes in the Morning 

 
Weeping may endure for a night,  but joy cometh in the 

morning.  (Ps.  30:5)  
 
This v erse giv es a pr inciple that  is found al l  through the 
Bible.   I t  is the pr inciple of  death and resur rect ion.   I t  is 
the pr inciple of  being exposed as weak in onesel f  so that  
the Lord might  be our st rength.   I t  is,  in fact ,  the same 
Truth that  Jesus spoke to His disciples shor t ly before His 
cruci f ix ion:   “Veri ly,  ver i ly, I  say unto you,  That  ye shal l  
weep and lament,  but  the world shal l  rejoice:  and ye shal l  
be sorrowful ,  but  your sorrow shal l  be turned into joy.   A 
woman when she is in t rav ail  hath sorrow,  because her  
hour i s come: but  as soon as she is del iv ered of  the chi ld, 
she remembers no more the anguish,  for joy that  a man is 
born into the world.   And ye now therefore hav e sorrow:  
but  I  wi l l  see you again,  and your heart  shal l  rejoice,  and 
your joy no man takes f rom you.”  (Jn.  16:20-22)  
 
I t  is natural ,  when in a t r ial ,  f or your mind to be pre-
occupied wi th the pain and uncertainty – to be int im idated 
by the darkness of  that  night  season.  But  we are told that  
there wi l l  be a resolut ion – i t  may not  be a resolut ion to a  
ci rcumstance – that  is up to God – but  i t wi l l  be a 
resolut ion in the form of  a BIRTH.  If  we yield to God, and 
keep seeking Him and His purpose by fai th,  Christ  wi l l  be 
formed in us.   W e wi l l  come into a greater real izat ion of  
Him.  And this real izat ion,  and the f reedom that  come f rom 
i t ,  wi l l  be the morning.   Al l  that  had prev iously been dark  
wi l l  no longer  matter – for regardless of  the outer  
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darkness,  there wi l l  be l ight  wi thin.   And that  wi l l  be cause 
for rejoicing.   
 
Giv ing bi r th to a chi ld is painful .   But  once the chi ld is 
born,  there is always a real izat ion that  i t was ent i rely 
worth i t .   There is new l i f e. 
 

 
 

Mar 2 
Freedom from Self-Sufficiency 

 
And in my prosperity I said,  I shal l  never be moved.  

(Ps.  30:6)  
 
This v erse i s certainly a commentary on human nature – 
for both bel iever and unbel iev er.   When we feel  safe,  and 
things are going wel l  – especial ly i f  we have made our 
own securi ty --  i t  is human nature to think  that  we are 
inv incible.   But  for a believ er there could also be a false 
sense of  securi ty based on our own r ighteousness.  There 
are Chri st ians who are so ful l  of  themselv es and deluded 
by sel f -r ighteousness that  they cannot imagine that  God 
would al low anything negat iv e in thei r  l ives.   Others may 
simplybel ieve that  because we are chi ldren of  God that  
this means we wi l l  nev er suf fer or hav e seasons of  need. 
 
I t  is because of  these possibi l i t ies of  t rust  in ourselv es 
that  God br ings chast isement upon His chi ldren – i t  is why 
we must be made weak – so that  we might  learn Christ  is 
our st rength.   I t  is why before God can use us to any great  
degree,  He wi l l  of ten put  us through great  t r ial .  Paul  said,  
“And lest  I  should be exal ted abov e measure through the 
abundance of  the rev elat ions,  there was given to me a 
thorn in the f lesh,  the messenger of  Satan to buf fet  me, 
lest  I  should be exal ted abov e measure.  For this thing I  
besought the Lord thr ice that  i t m ight  depart  f rom me.And 
he said unto me, ‘My grace is suf f icient  for thee:  for my 
strength is made perfect  in weakness. ’  Most  gladly 
therefore wi l l  I rather glory in my inf i rmi ties,  that  the 
power of  Christ  may rest  upon me.Therefore I  take 
pleasure in inf i rmi ties,  in reproaches,  in necessi t ies,  in 
persecut ions,  in dist resses for Christ 's sake:  for when I  
am weak,  then am I  st rong.”  
 
Read scr ipture and you wi l l  f ind that  in most  cases where 
God used one of  his saints i t  was ei ther  preceded, or ran 



 61 

paral lel  to,  a t ime of  t rial ,  wherein they were empt ied of  
thei r  sel f -suf f ic iency and learned to rely so lely upon the 
Lord:   Abraham, Moses,  Job,  Dav id, Paul ,  and many 
others.   Thus,  ev en when God restored thei r  prosperi ty,  
they had no such at t i tude out  of  which they would say,  “ I  
wi l l  nev er be mov ed.”  Rather,  they t rusted the Lord – and 
would not  be mov ed f rom fai th and rel iance upon Him. 
 

 
 

Mar 3 
A Living Sacrif ice 

 
Into thine hand I commit my spiri t .   (Ps.  31:5) 

 
These were the last  words that  Jesus spoke as the Last  
Adam.  What makes them al l  the more sign if icant  is that  
they fol low His cry,  “My God, My God, why hav e you 
forsaken Me?”  That  is a wonderful picture of  
uncondi t ional  surrender of  His l i f e into the hands of  God – 
but  also has appl icat ion for us.   W il l  we,  even if  i t seems 
as i f  God has forsaken us,  by fai th put  aside what we 
think,  and what we feel ,  and t rust  God to the complete 
disregard of  ourselv es – simply because we bel iev e He is 
fai thful?  Wil l  we LOSE our l iv es – rel inquish them – into 
the hands of  God and t rust  Him for the outcome? 
 
We can,  of  course,  do this is speci f ic si tuat ions.   But  there 
is an ov eral l  surrender  that  ought to  gov ern al l .   We read 
of  i t when Jesus said,  “For whosoev er wi l l  sav e his l i f e 
shal l  lose i t :  and whosoev er wi l l  lose hi s l i fe for my sake 
shal l  f ind i t . ”   (Matt.  16:24)  W e also read the same Truth 
in Romans:  “ I  beseech you therefore,  brethren,  by the 
mercies of  God, that  ye present your bodies a l iv ing 
sacri f ice,  holy,  acceptable unto God, which is your  
reasonable serv ice.”   The Truth here is clear:   There i s 
one thing we must do:   Surrender ourselv es to God.  Are 
we wi l l ing to get  on the al tar – which is a type of  personal  
cross – and ask God to do whatev er i t  takes to br ing us 
into the ful lness of  His purpose in Christ?  This is equal  to  
saying to God, “ Into Your hands I  commit  my spi r i t . ”   And 
then t rust  God for resurrect ion.  
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Mar 4 

For Thy Name’s Sake 
 

For thou art my rock and my fortress; therefore for thy 
name's sake lead me, and guide me.  (Ps.  31:3)  

 
When we read some of  these passages in scr ipture,  we 
of ten pass r ight  ov er them and fai l  to see the signi f icance 
in ev en some of  the smal l  phrases.   Here we f ind the 
phrase,  “ for Thy name’s sake.”  Do we real ize that  there is 
a big dif ference between being led and guided,  “ for His 
name’s sake,” as opposed to something that  is not  for His 
name’s sake,  but  rather for our own? 
 
The fact is,  God al ready has a wi l l  – He has a wi l l  f or you 
and I .   He is not  confused about i t ,  or making i t  up as He 
goes along.   And He does not  need us to  tel l  Him what Hi s 
wi l l  ought  to be.  And despi te the fact that  His wi l l  include 
prov ision for us,  perhaps some form of  minist ry,  and wi l l  
inv olve various ci rcumstances that  wi l l  af fect  our l iv es,  
God’s wi l l  is to form in us His Son, Jesus Christ .   Al l  of  
God’s leadings wi l l  be unto thi s end – this is what He 
does,  “ for His name’s sake.”  I t is His purpose and His wi l l  
being executed in and through Hi s people.  
 
There hav e always been professing Christ ians who 
minister in the name of  the Lord,  but  who are real ly doing 
i t  f or themselv es.   Perhaps they are making money using 
God’s name, or maybe they are gaining the admiration of  
men.  Some do what they do because i t  simply makes 
them feel  good about themselv es.   This is al l  rel igious 
f lesh.   I t is NOT for,  “His name’s sake.”  And in the end,  
the lack of  spi r i tual l i f e produced by such v entures prov es 
that  i t  was not  for God’s sake,  but  to sat isf y something in 
people.  
 
Included in the abov e verse is a key.   “For you are my 
rock and my fort ress,”  indicates that  the one making this 
request  for God’s leading has al ready been brought to the 
place of  personal  empt iness – brought  to complete 
rel iance upon God.  A person who has come to that  place 
wi l l  not  be mot iv ated by thei r  own name’s sake because 
they know there i s nothing in themselv es to  exal t .   They 
hav e seen the Truth,  and are at  God’s disposal  for 
whatev er pleases Him for HIS name’s sake.  
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March 5 
The Forgiveness of God 

 
Blessed is he whose transgression is 

forgiven, whose sin is covered.  Blessed is the man 
unto whom the LORD imputes not iniquity, and in 

whose spiri t  there is no guile…I acknowledged my sin 
unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid.  I said,  I 
wi l l  confess my t ransgressions unto the LORD; and 
thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.  Selah.   (Ps.  

32:1-2,5)  
 
God’s forgiv eness in Jesus Christ  is forev er f inished.   This 
means that  a  bel iev er is as forgiv en as He wi l l  ev er be – 
and that  bel iev er is ful ly forgiven.   God is as f inished 
forgiv ing sin as i s Jesus f inished dying for sin.   Nothing a 
person does,  or does not  do,  can add or subtract  f rom the 
f inished work of  Jesus Chri st .   The issue therefore is 
fai th. 
 
God has forgiv en ev ery sin ev er commit ted by ev ery 
human being through Jesus Christ ,  because Jesus Christ  
died for every human being.   But  there is ONE sin that  
God cannot forgive:  God cannot forgive the refusal  of  His 
forgiveness – for Jesus could not  hav e died for the refusal  
of  His death.   Thus,  i t  is upon whether a person wi l l  
confess his sin and receiv e Christ  that  salv at ion depends.   
When God br ings the l ight  of  Christ  to a person,  i t  is then 
that  they wi l l  bel ieve or refuse to bel iev e. 
 
Contrary to what many people teach,  the God’ s 
forgiveness for the bel iev er is not  dependent upon our  
cont inual  confession of  sin.   No.   Rather than confess to  
GET forgiv en,  we confess because we ARE forgiv en.  
Confess is nothing more than,  “saying the same thing,” 
about sin that  God says about i t :   That  i t  is wrong.  And 
that  in Christ  i t is forev er forgiven.  In short ,  confession of  
sin is a confession of  the Truth. 
 
Blessed is the person whose sins are forgiven,  and who 
knows i t .   That  person i s able to walk in f reedom f rom 
condemnat ion,  for the Truth is,  “There is NO 
condemnat ion for those in Christ  Jesus.”  (Rom. 8:1) 
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March 6 
Our Hiding Place 

 
Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from 

trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of 
del iverance. Selah.  (Ps.  32:7)  

 
The Lord i s our hiding place because i t  is IN HIM that  we 
are new creat ions – i t  is IN HIM that  we escape the death 
and destruct ion of  the old nature.   Indeed, to the ex tent  
that  we bel iev e and abide in Him, we wi l l  not be control led 
by the old earthly nature.   W e wi l l  be able to l ive in v ictory 
abov e i t  – ev en whi le i t  may rage on.  
 
I t  is one thing to be del iv ered f rom a terr ible t r ial .   But  i t 
is another to be able to t rust  God al l  the whi le l iv ing IN a 
terr ible t r ial .   W e are able to do thi s because the Lord i s 
our hiding place.  
 
God nev er tel ls us to surrender to a t r ial .   Rather,  He tel ls 
us to surrender to Him despi te the t r ial .  If  we wi l l  
surrender to Jesus Christ  by losing our l ives to Him by 
fai th,  He wi l l  be our hiding place in the midst  of  the t rial .  
We wi l l  be able to walk in v ictory because we know Him. 
 

 
 

March 7 
A New Song 

 
Sing unto him a new song.  (Ps.  33:3)  

 
To, “sing a new song,” unto the Lord represents a new 
relat ionship wi th Him.  It  is not  necessari ly a good 
relat ionship as opposed to a bad one,  or one that  is in the 
Truth rather than in error – but  could simply be the resul t  
of  hav ing come into a greater real izat ion of  Jesus Christ .  
 
There is always inf ini tely more to the Lord than our  
present understanding of  Him.  But  Jesus promised that  
through the spi r i t  of  God He would cont inual ly guide us 
into al l  Truth.  As we come to know Him in Truth,  a 
greater f reedom and enlargement is possible,  and f rom 
out  of  us wi l l  come, “a new song.”  
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A,  “new song,” is ment ioned nine t imes in the Bible.   
Twice i t  is said to be taught or giv en of  God to the 
worshipper.   As we come into a greater real izat ion of  
Jesus Christ ,  the resul t  wi l l  be a greater preoccupat ion of  
Him.  Our l ives wi l l  ref lect  who He is to us.   Our l i f e wi l l  
be a,  “new song,” that  is,  “sung,” as a wi tness to Him, 
unto His glory.  
 

 
 

March 8 
I  AM the Truth 

 
For the word of the LORD  is right; and al l  his works are 

done in truth.   (Ps.  33:4)  
 

Jesus Christ  said,  “ I  AM the Truth.”   (John 14:6)  John,  
the apost le,  also wrote,  “God is l ight . ”  (I  John 1:5)  And 
this Psalm states that  al l  of  God’s works,  “are done in  
Truth.”   These are absolutes that  speak of  the nature and 
character of  God. 
 
These statements f rom the inspi red W ord of  God leav e no 
room for compromise wi th the Truth – for i f  you 
compromise wi th the Truth you are compromising wi th God 
Himself .  You are distort ing and misrepresent ing Him.  As 
John also wrote,  “No l ie is of  the Truth.”   ( I  John 2:21)  
 
Ev en among bel iev ers today,  there is a growing not ion 
that  there is no such thing as absolute Truth.   This is a 
l ie.   There is absolute Truth because there is an absolute 
Being – God.  And that  God has rev ealed Himself  through 
Jesus Christ  – the One who said,  “ I  AM the Truth.”  
 
This Psalm states that  ALL that  God does is done in  
Truth.   This means that  God NEVER af f i rms or cooperates 
wi th error.   He does not ,  “set t le, ”  for less than Truth.   
People may claim that  Truth is relat iv e but  i t  is not ,  
because God is not  relat iv e. 
 
The Truth was the Truth long before God rev ealed i t  to 
any of  us.   But  thankful ly,  God has promised to,  “guide us 
into al l  Truth,”  (Jn.  16:13) meaning into an inward 
real izat ion of  the Truth Himself ,  His Son, Jesus Christ .  
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March 9 
True Deliverance 

 
I sought the LORD ,  and he heard me, and del ivered me 

from al l  my fears.   They looked unto Him and were 
l ightened.  Their faces were not ashamed.  (Ps.  34:4-5)  

 
There is a del iv erance f rom ci rcumstances.   But  the 
greatest  del iv erance of  God is f rom what those 
ci rcumstance may incite in us:   Fear and unbel ief .   If  we 
al low God to del iv er us f rom fear and unbel ief  then we are 
t ruly deliv ered – ev en if  the ci rcumstances hav e not 
changed – for WE wi l l  hav e changed in our relat ionship to  
God. 
 
God wi l l  of ten al low ci rcumstances to giv e rise to fear in  
us so that  we might  hav e the opportuni ty to face fear and 
turn to God by fai th.   Fai th – based in seeing the Truth in  
Christ  Jesus – is the answer to fear.   If  we look to God we 
wi l l  be,  “ l ightened,” that  is,  i f  we see that  God 
uncondi t ional ly lov es us then fear wi l l  be cast  out .  
 
Fear is a l ie.   Fear goes back to somewhere that  I  hav e 
embraced a l ie about God.  Again – i f  I  know the Truth 
about God – i f  I  am, “l ightened” -- I  wi l l  not  fear – my, 
“ face wi l l  not  be ashamed” --because I  wi l l  know that  
despi te what might  be v ery real  c i rcumstances,  the God of  
lov e is fai thful . 
 
I t  is possible to FEEL af raid and yet  bel iev e God.  
Emotions do not  bel iev e.   Emotions react .   As we grow to  
know Jesus Chri st ,  we wi l l  more and more be gov erned,  
not  by feel ings,  but  by the Truth.  
 

 
 

March 10 
The Cry of the Righteous 

 
The righteous cry,  and the LORDhears,  and del ivers 

them out of al l  their troubles.    The LORD  is nigh unto 
them that are of a broken heart; and saves such as be 

of a contri te spiri t .   Many are the affl ictions of the 
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righteous: but the LORD  del ivers him out of them al l .   
(Ps.  34:17-19)  

 
“The r ighteous,” are not  those who are r ighteous in  
themselv es.   Rather,  they are those who hav e Christ  in 
them – they are those whose only r ighteousness is Jesus 
Christ  – and whose fai th is in Him. 
 
There is great  fut i l i ty in crying out  to the Lord on the basi s 
of  our own r ighteousness.   I t  is only because God is 
merciful  that  He would del iv er us in that  case – for we 
hav e no r ighteousness of  our own.  God may del iv er us so 
that  He can br ing us on out  of  our error into the Truth.  
 
If  we put  our faith in Christ ,  God does legal ly IMPUTE to 
us the r ighteousness of  His Son.  But  more than that ,  God 
actual ly IMPARTS to us Christ  Himself .  Christ  in us is 
made to be unto us r ighteousness.   ( I  Cor.  1:30)  
 
“A broken heart , ”  and,  “a contr i te spi r i t , ”  is the resul t  of  
God exposing our sel f -r ighteousness as a l ie,  and as the 
sin of  unbel ief .   We realize that  we are noth ing – but  that  
Christ  is our ALL.  He is our only r ighteousness,  and i t  is 
upon the basis of  His l i f e in us that  we cry out  to God. 
 

 
 

March 11 
The Strength of the Lord 

 
Plead my cause, O LORD ,  with them that strive with me: 
f ight against them that f ight against me.  Take hold of 
shield and buckler,  and stand up for mine help.   Draw 
out also the spear,  and stop the way against them that 
persecute me: say unto my soul,  “I am thy salvation.”  

(Ps.  35:1-3)  
 

The Truth of  the New Testament is that  the Lord,  rather  
than simply give us a THING cal led,  “sal vation” – the 
Truth of  the NT is that ,  “ the Lord IS our salv at ion.”  
Indeed, the presence of  Jesus Chri st  in the bel iev er IS 
ALL.  In short ,  God does not  simply give us THINGS 
because of  Christ .  Rather,  God giv es us Christ  Himsel f  – 
in Whom are al l  things.   (Rom. 8:32 and I  Cor.  1:30) 
 
This Truth certainly applies to power and strength.   God 
does not  giv e us power.   God does not  give us strength.   
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Rather,  He giv es us Chri st  – who IS the power of  God, 
and who IS our only st rength.    
 
I t  is only to the degree that  we real ize our own weakness 
that  we wi l l  put  our faith in Christ  and real ize Him as our  
st rength.   Thus,  i t  is nev er the wi l l  of  God to make US 
strong.   Rather,  God desi res to expose the Truth of  our 
weakness,  that  we might , through faith,  be strong wi th the 
might  of  the Lord.  
 
The bel iev er is cal led upon to,  “be strong in the Lord and 
in the power of  His might . ”   (Eph. 6:10)  We are to do this 
by standing in fai th IN CHRIST against  a l l  that  would 
come against  us.  God wi l l  al low such chal lenges so that  
we might  be shown as weak – and so that  Jesus Christ  
wi l l  be prov en to be our only power and strength.  
 

 
 

March 12 
Judged According to Christ 

 
 Judge me, O LORD  my God, according to thy 

righteousness.  (Ps.  35:24)  
 
I t  is an immense thing to ask God to judge us,  “according 
to His r ighteousness.”  On the one hand, i t  leav es us 
wi thout  hope – for who among us can stand before the 
r ighteousness of  God?  But on the other hand, i f  our faith 
is in Christ ,  we are al ready judged, and because we are,  
there can be,  “no condemnat ion for those who are in 
Christ  Jesus.”  (Rom. 8:1) 
 
Through the Cross of  Jesus Christ ,  God has al ready  
judged the ent i re human race,  “according to His own 
r ighteousness.”  And through the presence of  
Righteousness Himsel f  in bel ievers,  God cont inues to  
judge those bel iev ers – not  pertaining to thei r  f inished 
salv ation – but  wi th regards to the Truth.  
 
Judgment begins wi th LIGHT.  Thus,  i f  Christ  is in you,  
His Light  wi l l  ev entual ly expose al l  that  is NOT of  Christ .   
Al l  that  is not  according to Christ  must  be discarded.  The 
r ighteousness of  God is a  Person,  and God intends to  
judge al l  humani ty by His Son. 
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March 13 
The Fear of God 

 
The transgression of the wicked says within my 

heart,  that there is no fear of God before his eyes.  
(Ps.  36:1)  

 
The term, “fear of  God,” or,  “fear of  the Lord,”  as 
commonly used in scr ipture,  carr ies a posi t ive picture.   I t 
is NOT a matter of , “being af raid,”  of  God.  No.   There is 
nothing about God to be af raid of .   God IS lov e – and,  
“perfect  love casts out  fear. ”   Thus,  rather than inci te fear,  
the t rue knowledge of  God in Jesus Christ  wi l l  cast  fear 
OUT. 
 
The posi t iv e,  “fear of  God,” is a rev erence for Him – 
based on knowing Him in Truth.   In is actual ly impossible  
to know God wi thout  rev ering Him.  In turn,  we wi l l  t rust  
and obey Him. 
 
The wicked,  according to this v erse,  hav e NO fear of  God 
before thei r eyes.   In other words,  they l ive wi thout  any  
sense of  accountabi l i ty to God, and wi thout  any moral 
compass based in the Truth.   Of  course,  there are many 
unbel iev ers who l iv e moral ly,  and of ten do what is r ight  –  
but  not  because they rev ere God – but  rather,  because of  
sel f - interest .   Because thi s is based in unbel ief  i t  is also 
wicked – ev en though i t  might  look good. 
 
There are two types of  unbel iev ers who hav e no rev erence 
for God.  The f i rst  are those who are t ruly ignorant .   They  
do hav e a conscience,  but  any conscience wi thout  the 
l ight  of  Jesus Christ  wi l l  operate,  not  on the basis of  the 
knowledge of  God, but  upon the basi s of  natural  man.  
The other types are those who had been gi ven l ight ,  but  
hav e refused i t .   Thei r  conscience is seared and 
hardened.  These are the t ruly wicked – they are wicked 
by choice unless they repent.    
 
The fear of  God is,  “before our eyes,” when how we l iv e is 
gov erned by seeing Jesus Christ  in a growing,  inward 
way.   He is the l ight  – indeed, He is the l ight  of  men.  
(John 1:4)  
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March 14 
The Light of Life 

 
For with thee is the fountain of l i fe: in thy l ight shall  

we see l ight.   (Ps.  36:9)  
 
John tel ls us,  “ In Him was LIFE, and that  LIFE was the 
LIGHT of  men.”  (John 1:4)  This giv es us a key as to how 
to come to see the Truth;  know Jesus;  rece iv e l ight  f rom 
God.  We must lose our l iv es and f ind HIM as our l i f e.  To 
the degree that  Jesus i s our  LIFE we wi l l  hav e LIGHT.  
That  is because we are talking about a Person – Jesus is 
both LIFE and LIGHT. 
 
We tend to chop up Christ iani ty into doctr ines and 
subjects.   But  Christ iani ty is CHRIST IN US, and then,  a 
growing inward real izat ion of  Him.  We are born f rom 
abov e when Chri st  comes to l ive in us and joins us to  
Himself .   But  that  is only the beginning – we must then 
grow to discov er Him.  Thus,  as we decrease – as we lose 
our l iv es – and He increases – and we f ind Him as our l i f e 
– we wi l l  l i kewise grow to know Him.  The l ight  is in His 
l i f e because He is both.  
 

 
 

March 15 
Unconditional Faith and Obedience 

 
Fret not thyself because of evi ldoers,  neither be thou 

envious against the workers of iniquity.   (Ps.  37:1)  
 
There are many unbel iev ers,  indeed, many disobedient  
and compromising Christ ians,  who prosper.   They seem to 
get  ev erything they want.   In fact , they may get  what YOU 
may want.  Contrast  this ov er and against  the many 
Christ ians,  who, despi te bel iev ing and obey ing God, f ind 
that  they are always in the midst  of  a t rial . 
 
This contrast  t roubles many bel iev ers.   We read the 
promises of  God in the Bible and expect  them to come to 
pass.   But  of ten i t  seems as i f  the opposi te comes to 
pass.   That  can be cause for f rustrat ion,  and ev en a 
temptat ion into bi t terness and unbel ief . 
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We must get  i t  set t led:   “Al l  of  the promises of  God f ind 
thei r  YES and thei r AMEN in Him – unto the glory of  God 
by us.”   ( I I  Cor.  1:20)  W hat this means is that  we cannot  
div orce any promise of  God f rom His Son.  I t is only as we 
discov er and l iv e f rom out  of  Christ  that  the promises wi l l  
unfold – and they  wi l l  be unto HIS glory and our spi r i tual 
benef i t . 
 
God nev er said that  an unbel iev er who is serv ing mammon 
would not  be prosperous in thi s l i f e.   And He has nev er 
guaranteed that  your obedience and fai th would earn you 
earthly prosperi ty.   The quest ion is,  wi l l  we bel iev e and 
obey anyways?  Wil l  we lose ourselv es to Jesus ev en if  i t 
does not  pay us – indeed, i f  i t  costs us?   
 
The fact  is,  unless we are wi l l ing to giv e ourselv es to God 
regardless of  the resul ts,  God CANNOT bless us v ery 
much.  We hav e to f reely give ourselv es to Him if  we are 
going to be able to f reely receive what i t  pleases Him to 
giv e unto us.  
 

 
 

March 16 
God’s Promises in Christ 

 
Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in 
the land, and veri ly thou shalt be fed.  Delight thyself 

also in the LORD; and he shall  give thee the desires of 
your heart.   Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also 

in him; and he shall  bring i t  to pass.  And he shall  
bring forth thy righteousness as the l ight,  and thy 

judgment as the noonday.  Rest in the LORD, and wait 
patiently for him.  (Ps.  37:3-7)  

 
Trust  in,  del ight  in,  commit  to, and rest  in – these are al l  
the outcome of  knowing Jesus Chri st  and put t ing our fai th 
in Him.  And there are resul ts.   But  those resul ts are not  
always what we expect  or want.   If  we obey this passage,  
the resul ts wi l l  be what God wants.  
 
Most  bel iev ers spend lots of  t ime asking God to giv e them 
what they  want.   W e ought to ask  God to give us what He 
wants.   We also ask God for His help to accomplish our  
goals.   W e ought to ask God about Hi s goals,  and for the 
desi res to enter into them for His glory.   None of  these 
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things wi l l  leav e us lacking.   You cannot receiv e what God 
wants you to hav e and lack – plus i t  wi l l  al l  be centered in 
Jesus Christ .  
 
This Psalm promises that  God wi l l  giv e us the desi res of  
our heart .   Do any of  us t ruly know what that  is?  W e 
usual ly confuse i t  wi th the desi res of  the soul  l i f e.   But 
that  promise is preface by the condi t ion,  “del ight  yoursel f  
in the Lord.”   I f  we are actual ly del ight ing ourselv es in the 
Lord,  then HE wi l l  be our desi re.   And God wi l l  be f ree to 
add to us al l  that  sui ts His present purpose.  
 

 
 

March 17 
God’s Ordained Steps 

 
The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and 
he del ights in his way.  Though he fal l ,  he shall  not be 
utterly cast down: for the LORD upholds him with his 

hand.  (Ps.  37:23-24)  
 

I t  is always essent ial  to interpret  the OT in the l ight  of  the 
NT.  Otherwi se we wi l l  simply MISINTERPRET i t .   This 
passage is a case in point .   “The steps of  a GOOD 
man….”  W ho is,  “good,” but  the Lord?  Jesus Christ  IN 
US is the only r ighteousness that  is for any of  us – HIS is 
our good and r ighteous l i f e.  If  we t ry to interpret  this 
passage along any other l ine and we are apt  to f ind 
ourselv es t rying to be good through our own works.  
 
Of  course,  when i t  says that ,  “ the steps of  a good man are 
ordered by the Lord,”  i t  is NOT saying that  whatev er steps 
we take are predest ined by God, or that  we are al l  
puppets merely going through the mot ions.   No.   Rather,  
this passage is equal  to that  of  the apost le Paul  who said,  
“For by grace are ye sav ed through faith;  and that  not  of  
yourselv es:  i t  is  the gi f t  of  God: Not of  works,  lest  any  
man should boast .  For we are his workmanship,  created in 
Christ  Jesus unto good works,  which God hath before 
ordained that  we should walk in them.”  (Eph. 2:8-10)   
God’s ordained steps for us const i tute a walk by fai th in 
Christ  unto good works.   And i t  is always possible to  
depart  f rom this.   Yet  ev en then there i s the promise,  
“Though he fal l ,  he shal l  not  be ut ter ly cast  down: for the 
LORD upholds him wi th his hand.” 
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March 18 
The Chastisements of the Father 

 
O LORD, rebuke me not in thy wrath: neither chasten 

me in thy hot displeasure.   (Ps.  38:1)  
 

Hebrews states,  “For whom the Lord lov es he chastens,  
and scourges ev ery son whom he receiv es.   If  ye endure 
chastening,  God deal s wi th you as wi th sons;  for what son 
is he whom the father chastens not?”  (Heb. 12:6-7)  
 
Many people think of  God as one who PUNISHES.  But  i f  
our idea of  punishment is that  of  a puni t ive, angry,  God – 
then God NEVER punishes.   Rather,  God CHASTISES
 -- which means,  “ to t rain up a chi ld. ”   And He does 
so for OUR good – just  as any lov ing parent  would do.  
 
There are many bel iev ers who are mot ivated by being 
AFRAID of  God.  This wrong kind of  fear is based in a  
errant  knowledge of  God – and of  ourselv es.   Once we see 
our great  need, and God’s great  lov e,  we wi l l  real ize that 
al l  that  God does is redempt iv e in nature,  under the 
motiv e of  love. 
 

 
 

March 19 
Confession of Sin 

 
For I am ready to halt,  and my sorrow is continually 
before me.  For I will  declare my iniquity.   I wi l l  be 

sorrow for my sin.   (Ps.  38:17-18)  
 
Repentance f rom sin,  and confession of  sin,  is al l  through 
the Old Testament.   John the apost le br ings i t  al l  f orward 
into Christ  and wri tes,  “ I f  we say  that  we have no sin,  we 
deceiv e ourselv es,  and the t ruth is not  in us.   I f  we 
confess our sins,  he is fai thful  and just  to forgiv e 
us our  sins,  and to cleanse us f rom al l  unr ighteousness.”   
 
John i s not  put t ing Chri st ian on probat ion – he i s not  
saying that  we confess to GET forgiven.   No.   For i f  that 
were the case we would forev er be stepping in and out  of  
the forgiv eness of  God based on whether we confess sin.   
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Rather,  John is saying that  i f  we confess our sin i t  ought 
to be because we hav e opened ourselv es to the l ight  and 
SEE that  in Christ  we are al ready forgiv en.   In the l ight , I 
am simply confessing the Truth – both about my sin and 
about God’s forgiv eness in Christ .  
 
If  I  am born again I  am forgiven.   But  I  wi l l  cont inue to sin.   
I  wi l l  confess my sin because I  know that  in Christ  I  am 
forgiven forev er – this is the outcome of  walking in the 
l ight . 
 

 
 

March 20 
Freedom From Self 

 
LORD, make me to know mine end, and the measure of 

my days, what i t  is; that I may know how frai l  
I am.. .veri ly every man at his best state is altogether 

vanity.  Selah. Surely every man walks in a vain 
show.  (Ps.  39:4-6)  

 
I t  is the Truth real ized and embraced that  sets us f ree.   
And i f  we see the Truth about ourselv es we wi l l  gladly be 
set  f ree f rom ourselv es.   How so?  Because if  we see the 
Truth about ourselv es we wi l l  see that  there is NOTHING 
in us – indeed, wi thout  Christ  we are al l  reprobate.   ( I I 
Cor.  13:5)  
 
The reason Christ ians cont inue to fuss ov er themselv es,  
and cont inue to be gov erned by a preoccupat ion wi th  
themselv es,  is because we hav e NOT seen the Truth 
about ourselv es.   And the reason we hav e not  seen the 
Truth about ourselv es is that  we hav e not  seen the Truth 
about Jesus Christ .   I f  we would come into a real izat ion of  
Christ ,  we would no longer seek to salv age ourselv es.   W e 
would no longer be deluded by any sense of  self -
r ighteousness.   Nei ther would we waste t ime being 
miserable ov er ourselv es.   Rather,  we would real ize 
exact ly what Paul  stated,  “Yet  not  I ,  but  Christ . ”   God is 
not  going to make us feel  good about ourselves,  nor is He 
going to make us hate ourselv es.   Rather,  He is going to  
del iv er us f rom ourselv es – through an inward real izat ion 
of  Jesus Christ .  
 
Any walk that  i s NOT in the Truth of  Christ  is indeed, “a  
vain show.”  I t  is al l  an act ,  based upon decept ion.   Hav e 
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we real ized that  sel f -righteousness i s decept ion?  A l ie?  
And that  misery ov er self  is just  as big of  a l ie?  If  we 
would al low God to show us,  “how f rai l , ”  we are,  we would 
RUN to the cross and lose ourselv es in Christ  --  that He 
might  t ruly be our only l i f e. 
 

 
 

March 21 
The Only Sure Foundation 

 
I waited patiently for the LORD; and he incl ined unto 

me, and heard my cry.   He brought me up also out of a 
horrible pit,  out of the miry clay,  and set my feet upon 

a rock, and established my goings.  (Ps.  40:1-2)  
 

There are going to be t imes and seasons in the Christ ian 
walk that  seem l ike a, “horr ible pi t . ”  There wi l l  be no way 
out .   But  such condi t ions could be exact ly what God 
desi res.   The t r ial  is making i t  possible for our l iv es to 
ev entual ly be establ ished,  “upon a rock,”  Jesus Christ .  
 
The greatest  di f f icul ty in any t r ial is usual ly not  the 
outward ci rcumstances.   Rather,  i t  is the stress,  turmoi l , 
upheav al ,  and contradict ions to our fai th that  are 
produced W ITHIN US.  That  is where the real  suf fering 
occurs,  and the real  bat t le is fought.   How do we win this 
bat t le?  Not by f inding some, “inner st rength.”   Neither by 
asking God to make us strong.   No.   These bat t les are 
won only by real iz ing the Truth that  we are weak and 
wi thout  hope – i f  lef t to ourselv es.   Indeed, God al lows 
such t r ials for the purpose of  br inging us to see this v ery 
Truth.  
 
God’s word to us in such suf fer ing is real ly a quest ion:   
“Wil l  you go on wi th Me ev en if  nothing ever changes?  
Ev en if  doing so wi l l  resul t  in great  loss?  Wil l  you go on 
wi th Me no matter what i t  takes?”  That  is the quest ion,  
isn’t  i t?  But  i f  we wi l l  go on – by bel iev ing and t rust ing 
God despi te al l  – we wi l l  be ev entual ly establ ished upon 
THE ROCK.Despi te our great  weakness,  we wi l l  learn 
what i t  means walk in the strength of  Jesus Christ .  

The v ery t r ials we face that  contradict  our fai th are 
al lowed so that  we might  refuse those contradict ions and 
go on wi th God in faith despi te them – the very t r ials that  
might  hav e destroyed our fai th wi l l  bui ld our fai th i f  we go 
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on wi th God.  God knows what He is doing.   W il l  we go on 
wi th God? 
 

 
 

March 22 
Obeying Christ Within 

 
Blessed is that man that makes the LORD his trust,  

and respects not the proud, nor such as turn aside to 
l ies.   (Ps.  40:4)  

 
There is a v ery def inite,  “proud man,” in each of  us – the 
f lesh;  the soul ,  or natural  man.  This wars against  Christ  
in us through the Holy Spi r i t .   The quest ion is,  “To which 
wi l l  we giv e respect  or considerat ion?”  
 
When a person is sav ed, they are joined to the Lord and 
become one spi r i t  wi th Him.  ( I  Cor.  6:17)  At  that  moment 
there is an automat ic SEPARATION in each between 
SOUL – which is our natural  man – and SPIRIT – which is 
Christ  in us.   Thus,  in each bel iever there is al l  that  is OF 
CHRIST and there i s al l  that  remains of  natural  man.  
These are contrary to one another.   There is a pul l  in 
opposi te di rect ions;  a bat t le for our fai th and our wi l l , 
indeed, our l iv es.    
 
I t  is pr imary to God’s purpose to rev eal  Christ  in each 
bel iev er.  He wants to br ing us into an inward real izat ion 
of  His Son.  But  as He does,  this separat ion between soul  
and spi r i t  wi l l  become more and more apparent  – we wi l l  
be able to di scern what i s of  Christ  through His spi r i t ,  and 
what is of  our natural  rel igious man.  Indeed, knowing 
Christ  is the ONLY way we wi l l  be able to safely discern.   
And as we do discern,  the quest ion wi l l  emerge:   To 
which,  “man,” wi l l  we pay heed.  By which,  “man,” wi l l  we 
be gov erned? 
 
As God teaches us Christ ,  we wi l l  learn to dismiss and 
disregard the natural  man.  The natural  man wi l l  nev er be 
eradicated.   No.   But  we wi l l  learn to, “walk in the spi r i t, ”  
by fai th in Christ ,  so that  we may not , “obey the lusts of  
the f lesh.”  The,  “lusts of  the f lesh,” are ANY hunger of  
natural  man, including rel igious hunger.   God wants to  
br ing us to where we do indeed pay NO respect  to the 
pr ide in us,  and refuse to turn aside and obey the l ies of  
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natural  man.  Such is the f reedom possible through 
knowing Jesus Christ .  
 

 
 

March 23 
The Lord Be Magnified 

 
Let al l  those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee: 

let such as love thy salvation say continually,  “The 
LORD be magnified.”  (Ps.  40:16)  

 
Much confusion is the Christ ian l i f e is the resul t  of  being 
bl ind to God’s purpose,  God’s goals,  and God’s way – in  
the l i f e of  the indiv idual bel iev er.   Understandably,  most  
of  us are occupied wi th our needs,  our t r ials,  and our  
goals in l i f e.   We pray and seek God, not  so much for 
Himself  – not  so much for His glory – but  so that  we might  
av oid t rouble and f ind His blessings.   But  so of ten what  
we receiv e for al l  of  our t rouble is SILENCE.  God won’t  
respond.  I t  may ev en seem as i f  He is indi f ferent  or has 
abandoned us.  
 
God has al ready giv en us the Truth on this matter.   He 
has told us to,  ”Seek f i rst  His kingdom and His 
r ighteousness,” and that  i f  we do,  He wi l l  add to us al l  that  
const i tutes HIS W ILL for us,  including mater ial  needs.   He 
has l ikewise told us to LOSE our l iv es to Christ  – for this 
is the ONLY way in which we can f ind Christ  as our l i f e.  
Yet  because we do not  know God, or perhaps because we 
don’t  t rust  Him, we hesi tate or refuse these commands – 
because we think i f  we take them seriousl y that  we wi l l  
lose out .   We become blind to the promise that  these 
Truth are not  the path to al l  that  we need – indeed, they  
are the ONLY path – for they wi l l  br ing us into a 
real izat ion of  THE WAY, Jesus Christ .  
 
Our goal  should be that  THE LORD be magnif ied – to us,  
in us,  and through us.   Our prayer ought to be that  the 
Lord would do,  “whatev er i t takes,” to get  His wi l l  – and 
that  He might rev eal to us any way in which we need to 
cooperate.   God wants to magni f y Himsel f  because where 
God is glor if ied,  al l  are benef i ted and set  f ree.  
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March 24 

“Foolish” Enough to Believe 
 

All  that hate me whisper together against me: against 
me do they devise my hurt.   An evi l  disease, say they, 

cleaves fast unto him: and now that he l ies he shall  
rise up no more.   (Ps.  41:7-8)  

 
During a t ime of  great  t r ial  and suf fer ing, i t  is as i f  we are 
being mocked for cont inuing to t rust  God.  I t  is suggested 
to us,  by our own potent ial  for unbel ief ,  and by the enemy, 
that  we are FOOLS to bel iev e God in the fact  of  such 
condi t ions.   The condi t ions are presented to us,  “as 
proof , ”  that  God has forsaken us.   I f  we l isten to such l ies,  
they wi l l  lead us into despai r .  
 
The quest ion in such a si tuat ion is real ly simple,  al though 
our emot ions,  fears,  and temperament make i t  seem much 
more compl icated.   The quest ion i s this:   Do we bel iev e 
God or don’t  we?  The Bible is f i l led wi th examples and 
di rect  teaching that  tel l  us that  we should not  be surpr i sed 
if  ev erything contradicts God.  God wi l l  al low that  – He is 
nev ertheless fai thful.   He is working in us the purpose of  
rev eal ing Christ .  
 
But  make no quest ion,  we wi l l  not  progress far in God’s 
purpose unt i l  we come to the point  where we make up our  
mind:   We are going on wi th God.  W e are going to bel iev e 
HIM – rather than al l  that  would deny Him.  We are going 
to dismiss al l  the other v oices.   Turn to God in that  
def inite way – ov er and against  al l  of  your feel ings and 
react ions – and you wi l l  f ind that He is your st rength.   You 
WILL RISE UP in Christ  Jesus through fai th. 
 

 
 

March 25 
Betraying Jesus 

 
Yea, mine own famil iar friend, in whom I trusted, which 
did eat of my bread, hath li fted up his heel against me.  

(Ps.  41:9)  
 
What does i t  mean, “ to betray Jesus?”  I t  means to desi re  
the interests of  man rather than the interests of  God – and 
to take steps to insure this desi re.   The most  common way 
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in which bel iev ers do this is RELIGIOUSLY.  W e seek to  
br ing God’s wi l l  to pass FOR HIM – because we hav e 
something to gain;  because i t  wi l l  serv e our interests.   Of  
course,  in that case,  we are no longer talking about God’s 
wi l l ,  but  our own. 
 
The gospels rev eal  that Jesus knew f rom the start  who i t  
was that  would betray Him. Yet  despi te al l  that  Jesus 
knew, He nev ertheless lov ed Judas,  and so this Psalm is 
able to describe Judas as Jesus’,  “own fami l iar f r iend.”  
This ought to serv e as a warning to al l  of  us.   W e may 
indeed know Jesus Chri st .   But  i f  i t  seems as i f  what we 
wanted Him to do isn’t  going to happen, wi l l  we force the 
issue – because of  some interest  of  our own?   
 

 
 

March 26 
Made For God 

 
As the hart pants after the water brooks, so pants my 

soul after thee,  O God.  My soul thirsts for  God, for the 
l iving God: when shall  I come and appear before God?  

(Ps.  42:1-2)  
 

Humani ty was MADE for God.  W hat that  means is that  
whether we real ize i t  or not ,  only God can sat isf y us.  
 
Since the sin of  Adam, humani ty is born into this world  
void of  God.  There is no l i f e and no Truth in fal len 
humani ty.   And in our ignorance and unbel ief ,  we str iv e to 
f i l l  that  void wi th THINGS.  Some of  those THINGS are 
mater ial  in nature.   Others are more abstract .   Many of  
them are RELIGIOUS.   
 
In today’s church,  bel iev ers are being told that  what they  
need is to discov er themselv es – to discover thei r t rue 
ident i ty in Christ .   This is legi t im ized by the claim that  i f  
we do discov er our t rue ident i ty in Christ  that  this wi l l  
enable us to discov er Christ  Himsel f .   That is nonsense,  
and a subt le l ie of  the enemy.  Humani ty cannot discov er 
God by discov ering ourselv es.    
 
The only way in which humani ty can come into the ful lness 
of  what God intends is NOT by discov ering our ident i ty in 
Christ  – but  by discov ering HIM.  We were made for God 
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and i t  is only i f  we come into HIS ful lness that  we wi l l  be 
ful ly sat isf ied.  
 

 
 

March 27 
Seeking God for Himself 

 
As the hart pants after the water brooks, so pants my 

soul after thee,  O God.  My soul thirsts for  God, for the 
l iving God: when shall  I come and appear before God?  

(Ps.  42:1-2)  
 
Natural  man is not  const i tuted such that  we wi l l  seek God 
for Himself .   Rather,  we wi l l  seek God for THINGS.  And in 
today’s church,  false teaching abounds on this matter.  
Because folks are bl ind to the Person of  Jesus Chri st  we 
defaul t  to THINGS that  we think He has for us.  
 
But  i t  is a fact that  to the degree that  we t ruly see and 
know Jesus Chri st  we wi l l  hunger and thi rst  af ter Him al l  
the more.  I t is impossible to know Jesus Christ  in Truth 
and NOT lov e Him.   
 
Scr ipture tel ls us that  the only reason we lov e God is 
because He f i rst  lov ed us – meaning that  we hav e 
experienced a measure of  His love for us --  and this has 
t ransformed our hearts.   The resul t  is that  we lov e Him in 
return – i f  we experience the God W ho is love we wi l l  be 
t ransformed into one who cannot get  enough of  Him. 
 
In this l i f e we wi l l  nev er be sat i sf ied – the more we are 
drawn to Chri st  the more dissat isf ied we wi l l  be – because 
there is always inf ini tely more of  Christ  that  we can 
present ly real ize.   Yet  we are promised that  in the eternal  
ages what is impossible to ful ly experience here,  wi l l  be 
possible to experience then:   The ful lness of  God’s lov e, 
and the ful l  sat isfaction of  our hunger and thi rst  for Him.    
 

 
 

March 28 
The Leadings of God 

 
O send out thy l ight and thy truth: let them lead me; 

let them bring me unto thy holy hil l , and to thy 
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tabernacles.   Then will  I go unto the altar of God, unto 
God my exceeding joy: yea,  upon the harp wil l  I praise 

thee, O God my God.  (Ps.  43:3-4)  
 

Most bel iev ers want to be led of  God.  Much t ime and 
prayer i s spent asking God to lead us into His wi l l .   But  i f  
we examine our mot ives in these matters,  we may f ind 
that  the reason we want God to lead us is because we 
think that  this wi l l  insure Hi s blessing and spare us 
t rouble.   How many of  us want God to lead us because we 
want HIS wi l l ,  and only HIS wi l l  – regardless of  whether  i t  
spel ls blessing or disaster for us in our natural  l iv es? 
 
Wil l  God ev er lead us into t r ials,  suf ferings,  and what  
might  be deemed a disaster?  Read the Bible.   He did that  
al l  the t ime.  But  when God did so the di saster was not  
the f inal  dest inat ion.   The real  purpose was,  as the 
Psalmist  says,  to lead people to,  “His holy hi l l , ”  and to,  
“His tabernacle.”   In other words,  God wants to br ing His 
people into His purpose – and that  purpose cannot be 
real ized unless He br ings us into an inward real izat ion of  
His Son, who i s our t rue tabernacle or dwel l ing place.  
 
I t  is not  insignif icant  that  the Psalmist  says that  he wi l l , 
“ then go unto the al tar of  God.”  This is a matter of  being 
cruci f ied wi th Christ .   The purpose of  God wi l l  do a work  
in us that  wi l l  more and more set  us f ree to rel inquish 
ev en what God has giv en us back into His hands.   A  
fai thful  serv ant  is a blessed serv ant  – but  ev en those 
blessings remain in God’s hands,  just  as does the serv ant  
him or hersel f . 
 

 
 

March 29 
Light and Truth 

 
O send out thy l ight and thy truth: let them lead me; 

let them bring me unto thy holy hil l , and to thy 
tabernacles.   Then will  I go unto the altar of God, unto 
God my exceeding joy: yea,  upon the harp wil l  I praise 

thee, O God my God.  (Ps.  43:3-4)  
 
Just  as is the case in this Psalm, our prayer ought to be 
that  God would rev eal  IN US His Son, who is the 
personi f ication and embodiment of  LIGHT and TRUTH.  
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Unless we come into a real ization of  Jesus Chri st ,  how 
can we see?   
 
We of ten pray for leadings.   But  we ought to pray for 
TRUTH.  Often we pray for INFORMATION.  W e ought to 
pray for REVELATION.  I t  wi l l  do us l i t t le good to be in the 
r ight  ci rcumstances if  we are in them bl ind to Christ ,  
walking around in ignorance.    
 
Light  and Truth do not  merely consist  of  doctr ines,  
teachings,  information,  leadings,  or clar i ty about THINGS.  
Rather,  l ight  and Truth are a PERSON.  “Al l  the t reasures 
of  wisdom and knowledge are hid in Christ . ”  (Col .  2:3) – 
and i t  is only as Chri st  is rev ealed and unfolded to us that  
we can know the Truth about anything that  is of  God.  
Knowing HIM – that  alone can br ing us into the tabernacle 
of  God, that  is,  into t rue spi r i tual  communion wi th Him. 
 

 
 

March 30 
Speaking the Truth to Ourselves 

 
Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou 

disquieted within me? hope in God: for I shal l  yet 
praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and 

my God.  (Ps.  43:5)  
 
When we are sav ed we are joined to the Lord and made 
one spi r i t  wi th Him.  (I  Cor.  6:17)  This automat ical ly 
created a separat ion in each bel iev er between our union 
wi th Chri st  in spi r i t ,  and al l  that  is NOT uni ted wi th Him, 
namely,  our soul  (natural  man),  and body.   From that  
point ,  al l  that  is of  God is out  f rom Christ  – wi th Whom we 
are joined in spi r i t .   Our natural  man, or,  “soul  man,” 
remains – al though outside of  our spi r i tual  union wi th 
Christ .   I t  is the wi l l  of  God that  this natural  man come to 
be gov erned by Jesus as Lord,  which is sanc t if icat ion. 
 
The v i tal  thing to see is that  the SOURCE of  al l  that  is of  
God is the Chri st  wi th W hom we are joined i n spi r i t .   God 
does not  by pass Christ  and do a work on our natural  man 
to make i t  look l ike Jesus.   No.   Rather,  the natural  man is 
put  under the Cross so that  the l i f e of  Christ  m ight be 
made manifest  through i t .    
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Now, al l  that  being said,  the soul  man is nev er going to 
behav e l ike Christ .   There wi l l  be a progressiv e impact 
upon the natural  man of  the Christ  wi thin – as we grow to  
know and experience Him – but in this age the natural  
man REMAINS natural  and is not  yet  sav ed.  Thus,  we are 
going to proclaim wi th Paul , “O wretched man that  I  am! ”  
The f lesh wars against  the spi r i t  and despi te some 
sanct i f ication,  this remains a fact  in this age.  
 
This passage f rom Psalms pictures this conf l ict .   The soul  
or natural  man – the emot ions and temperament – wi l l  not 
behav e.   They,  “feel, ”  down and depressed.  They,  “feel , ” 
as i f  God has abandoned us.   But  i t is to be expected that  
the natural  man would funct ion in a way that  is contrary to  
the Truth in Christ .   I t is during those t imes that  we can,  
as does the Psalmist ,  speak the Truth to ourselv es:   “W hy 
art  thou cast  down, O my soul? and why art  thou 
disquieted wi thin me? hope in God: for I  shal l  yet praise 
him, who is the heal th of  my countenance, and my God.” 
 
Of  course,  speaking the Truth in our heart  is one thing,  
but  may God give us the grace to actual ly BELIEVE and 
MEAN i t  – for those words ARE the Truth of  God in Christ  
Jesus.  
 

 
 

March 31 
A Personal Experience With God 

 
We have heard with our ears,  O God, our fathers have 

told us,  what work thou didst in their days, in the 
times of old.  (Ps.  44:1)  

 
I t  is always a blessing to hear the test imony of  how God 
has worked in the l iv es of  other people.   Somet imes He 
works in mi raculous ways,  and somet imes He works in 
what seems to be natural  ways.   Once in awhi le His 
workings br ing great  change and upheav al  to 
ci rcumstances.   Other t imes ev en though the 
ci rcumstances remain the same, the real mi racle is in 
those who t rust  Him.  But whatev er is the case,  to hear of  
God’s faithfulness in the l ives of  others is always a big  
encouragement.  
 
Now, al l  of  that  being said,  i t  is nev ertheless a fact  that  
each bel iev er needs to hav e a personal  experience,  and a 
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personal  history wi th Jesus Chri st .   I  cannot walk by  
YOUR fai th, and you cannot walk by MY fai th.   I  can share 
wi th you the Jesus Christ  that  I  hav e known and 
experienced, and there is a certain minist ry in that  – but  
in the end,  none of  this wi l l  be of  much v alue if  you do not  
come to know and experience Christ  for yoursel f .   And the 
fact is,  this is exactly what God desi res – that  EACH one 
know Him, “f rom the least  to the greatest . ”  
 
We can minister l i f e to each other  – t rue minist ry that  i s of  
God IS LIFE; i t  is HIS l i f e.   But  in the f inal  analysi s,  ev en 
what is ministered must be receiv ed by fai th.   May God 
giv e us grace to al low Him to PLOW us – to turn us inside 
out  to the l ight  – so that  regardless f rom where Truth 
comes we might  embrace i t , and begin or  cont inue our  
personal  experience and hi story wi th His Son. 
 

 
 

Apri l  1  
Al l  Things Freely Given in Christ 

 
For they got not the land in possession by their own 
sword, neither did their own arm save them: but thy 

right hand, and thine arm, and the l ight of thy 
countenance, because thou had a favor unto them.  

(Ps.  44:3)  
 
In the OT, the Promised Land is a type and shadow of  the 
Person of  Jesus Chri st  and al l  of  the inheritance of  God 
that  is giv en in Him.  But  note that  there is NO inheri tance 
apart  f rom Christ ,  in addi tion to Christ ,  or because of  
Christ .   In other words,  God has not  giv en us THINGS or  
an inheri tance – God has giv en us Christ ,  in WHOM are al l  
things and al l  inheri tance.   And as this Psalm af f i rms,  God 
has giv en al l  things f ree in His Son, solely by His grace.  
 
This is,  of  course,  the v ery core of  the gospel  of  grace.   I t 
is easy to grasp the doctr ine.   But  i t  would seem to be one 
of  the most dif f icul t  things to al low God to do a work in us 
so that  we become const i tuted to walk in this Truth.   For a 
person to be able to t ruly embrace and walk in grace,  they  
must be exposed as hav ing NOTHING in themselv es – 
yes,  they must see they are a sinner – but  they must 
rel inquish al l  sense of  sel f -r ighteousness.   Only then wi l l  
we be weak enough and poor in spi r i t  enough, to f reely 
receiv e what God has f reely giv en. 
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I  cannot f reely receive what God has f reely giv en in Christ  
unt i l  I see that  FREELY is the only way to receiv e f rom 
God – i t  is the only way to receiv e and walk in the Truth of  
Jesus,  solely by grace.  
 

 
 

Apri l  2  
The Solution to Confusion 

 
My confusion is continually before me.  (Ps.  44:15)  

 
Confusion occurs when the facts do not  add up to an 
expected conclusion – but  MUST add up to that  
conclusion.   And we don’t  know why.   For  a  bel iev er,  the 
most common cause of  confusion is when the facts,  or 
when our understanding of  the facts,  do not  add up to the 
conclusion that  God is fai thful .   
 
When the facts do not  prov e that  God is fai thful ,  the cause 
is one of  sev eral.   Fi rst ,  we may not  hav e al l  of  the facts.   
Second, our interpretat ion of  the facts is in error.   Thi rd, 
we hav e a wrong understanding of  the faithfulness of  God. 
 
The solut ion in each case is nev er to THINK our way 
through.  Nei ther is i t  to FEEL our way through.  And ev en 
though i t  is not  wrong to ask God to straighten this out ,  
He wi l l  l i kely answer wi th si lence.   The only solut ion to 
confusion is FAITH.  W e hav e to bel ieve and t rust  God 
despi te the confusion.    
 
To some people,  this might  seem to equal ,  “checking our  
brains at  the door.”   But  i t  isn’t .   Bel iev ing God ev en 
though the facts seem to deny He is fai thful  is not  a 
mindless exercise.   I t  is based on KNOWING HIM.  We 
bel iev e Him because we real ize that  there is a gap in our  
understanding – and we are not  going to lean upon our  
own understanding.   W e are going to t rust  Him. 
 
If  I wi l l  choose to t rust  God despi te my confusion I  may be 
shocked at  how quickly the spi r i t  of  confusion dissipates.   
I t  wi l l  dissipate,  not  because I  now understand the facts.   
I t  wi l l  dissipate because by fai th I  hav e broken the spi r i t  
of  confusion wi th the spi r i t  of  Truth – I  hav e put  my 
confusion aside and t rusted the One who is nev er 
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confused, and the One who is nev er the author of  
confusion,  but  the solut ion for i t . 
 

 
 

Apri l  3  
God Knows the Heart  

 
Shall  not God search this out? for he knows the 

secrets of the heart.   (Ps.  44:21)  
 
There is an absurdi ty in human thinking that  actual ly 
bel iev es that  we can hide f rom God.  There are many 
ways to do this – we can deny outr ight  the Truth about 
ourselv es.   Or we can cov er our nakedness wi th the f ig 
leav es of  rel igious sel f -r ighteousness.   But  the fact is,  the 
barr iers we put  between God and ourselv es do not  hide us 
f rom God.  They hide God f rom us.   They bl ind us f rom 
seeing the Truth about Him, and keep us in darkness.  
 
God MUST expose the Truth about us in order to br ing us 
into the ful lness of  His Son.  For i f  we wi l l  not  ev en accept  
the Truth about ourselv es,  how can we possibly walk in 
the Truth of  Jesus?  But  what is i ronic when God exposes 
us is that  when we see the Truth about ourselv es – and 
are perhaps shocked by i t  – God would say  to us,  “ I  am 
not  shocked.  I ’v e always known your heart .   But  now you 
know i t .   Confess the t ruth and put  your fai th in Christ . ”  
 
Perhaps the greatest  shock for bel iev ers is when God 
exposes us as sel f -r ighteous.   W e don’t  think of  self -
r ighteousness as sin,  but  i t  is actual ly one of  the greatest  
sins of  al l .   I t  is unbel ief  and i t  is decept ion.   Unt i l  God 
exposes thi s secret  of  our hearts we wi l l  not  get  far 
walking wi th the One W ho IS our r ighteousness.  
 

 
 

Apri l  4  
Jesus is God 

 
Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever: the sceptre of 

thy kingdom is a right sceptre.   (Ps.  45:6)  
 
The let ter to the Hebrews quotes this Psalm.  I t  says,  “But  
unto the Son He says,  ‘Thy throne,  O God, is for ev er and 



 87 

ev er:  a scepter of  r ighteousness is the scepter of  thy 
kingdom.’”   Do we real ize that  we are being told that  these 
are the words of  God, the Father,  to His Son, Jesus 
Christ?  And that  the Father cal ls the Son, “God?”  
 
There are many today who cal l  themselv es by the name, 
“Christ ian,”  but  who deny that  Jesus Christ  is God.  They 
might  accept that  He is the SON of  God – a redef ined 
Son, of  course – but  they wi l l  not  accept  that  He is 
actual ly Div ine in nature.   
 
We might ask,  “ Is i t  possible to actual ly know Jesus Chri st  
– to hav e actually come into an inward real izat ion of  Him 
– but  to cont inue to deny that  He is God; to cont inue to 
deny the v ery core of  His ident i ty?  Likewise,  is i t  possible  
to be walking in the Truth of  Christ  whi le denying the clear  
words of  the Bible? 
 
If  salv ation is the resul t  of  a embracing a rev elation of  
Jesus Christ  by fai th – of  embracing a rev elat ion that  God 
Himself  gives of  His Son – then how could a person 
receiv e that  rev elation and cont inue to be deceiv ed about  
the v ery ident i ty of  thei r  Sav ior?  God rev eals ONLY the 
Truth – and the Truth is that  Jesus is God; the Son of  
God.  Thus,  i f  a person remains in darkness regardless 
what is THE most important  Truth of  al l ,  then i t  is not  
possible that  they hav e received the Truth that  God 
rev eals.    
 

 
 

Apri l  5  
A Very Present Help 

 
God is our refuge and strength,  a very present help in 
trouble.   Therefore wil l not we fear,  though the earth 

be removed, and though the mountains be carried into 
the midst of the sea;  Though the waters thereof 

roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with 
the swell ing thereof.  Selah.  (Ps.  46:1-3)  

 
I t  is encouraging to know that  God is a very PRESENT 
help in t rouble – because i t  is when we are i n t rouble that  
He seems the most di stant .   W hen our earth  is mov ed by 
an earthquake, and we are in turmoi l ,  this is not  ev idence 
that  God is far away.   Rather,  i f  we are a bel iev er,  Christ  
remains IN US – which IS His v ery presence.  
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I t  is important  to bel iev e that  God is present – always 
fai thful  to us.   Hebrews says,  “But  wi thout  faith i t  is 
impossible to please him: for he that  cometh to God must  
bel iev e that  he is,  and that  he is a rewarder of  (responder  
to) them that  di l igent ly seek him.”  (Heb. 11:6)  W e may 
not  understand much, or be able to do much, but  we can 
bel iev e that  God is fai thful  to be there for us – and we can 
bel iev e that  He is a RESPONDER to those who seek Him.  
 
Note:   W e are NOT told to wai t  unt i l  God seeks US.  No.   
We must bel iev e He is al ready present – and if  we do,  we 
need to seek HIM.  That  much we CAN do and MUST do.   
God isn’t  going to come down and dig us out  of  our 
unbel ief .  His grace is always present,  but  at  some point , 
we hav e to turn FROM ourselv es and FROM our t r ials –  in  
spi te of  them – and di l igent ly seek God.  If  we can do 
nothing el se,  we must do that  by fai th.   He wi l l  prov e to be 
VERY PRESENT.  
 

 
 

Apri l  6  
Be Sti l l  and Know 

 
Be sti l l ,  and know that I am God: I wil l  be exalted 

among the heathen, I wi ll  be exalted in the earth.   (Ps.  
46:10)  

 
The exhortat ion to BE STILL does not  mean, “do nothing,”  
or,  “resign yoursel f  to the si tuat ion.”  Rather,  i t  is an 
exhortat ion to NOT be mov ed into action or inact ion by 
our natural  or soul  man – by our emot ions or sel f -interest .   
No.   Rather,  “be st i l l , ”  by rest ing by fai th in Jesus Chri st .   
Then, whether we must act  or not  act  – we are BEING 
STILL.  
 
I t  is not  suf f ic ient  to simply BE STILL.   Rather,  we must  
BE STILL and KNOW  that  God is God.  In  other words,  
this isn’t  some mechanical law that  we are being 
commanded to obey.   Rather,  the ent i re motiv at ion is one 
of  fai th and rev erence for God.  Because we know God we 
real ize that  nothing of  this earthly realm can defeat  Him.  
He is God and that  is why we can af ford to BE STILL. 
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Apri l  7  

Letting God Decide 
 

He shall  choose our inheritance for us,  the excellency 
of Jacob whom he loved. Selah.  (Ps.  47:4)  

 
Most of  us spend lots of  t ime asking God to giv e us what  
WE want.   And usual ly we do not  ask for BAD things.   W e 
usual ly ask for GOOD things.   But  how many of  us ask  
God to give us what HE wants?  Of course,  this is nothing 
more than asking,  “Not my wi l l , O God, but  Your wi l l . ” 
 
There is nothing wrong wi th asking God for what we 
desi re.   The Bible exhorts us to do so:   “Ask what you 
wi l l…..”   But  despi te our wi l l  on certain matters,  we do not  
know al l  things.   There are many facts known only to God.  
And most of  al l ,  God has a greater purpose that  might 
make our good and r ight  request  impossible – i f  He is to 
hav e His purpose.   Mature saints wi l l  usual ly giv e thanks 
to God for NOT giv ing them what they wanted – because 
now they see what they could not  see when they wanted 
i t . 
 
Regardless of  whether we actual ly say the words,  al l  
requests that  we make to God ought to carry an at t i tude of  
fai th that  t ruly wants God to do HIS wi l l  rather than our  
own.  Indeed, when the Lord gav e the,  “model  prayer;  the 
Lord’s prayer, ”  He told us to pray,  “THY kingdom come, 
THY wi l l  be done, on earth as i t  is in heav en.”   
 
If  we carry this at t i tude of  fai th we wi l l  discov er that  ov er 
the course of  t ime that  OUR wi l l  is going to be conformed 
to HIS wi l l .   Sure.   Prayer is more than simply asking God 
to giv e us things.   Prayer is communion wi th God.  And if  
our hearts are open to God we wi l l  more and more grow to 
know Christ  and hav e the mind of  Christ .   Our prayer wi l l  
begin to ref lect  i t . 
 
I t  is a great  f reedom to TRULY WANT God to choose FOR 
US – to t ruly t rust  that  He knows best .   This doesn’t  mean 
we don’t  hav e wants or needs or desi res.   But  i t does 
mean that  we are able to put  these aside and say to God,  
“Lord,  I  want only what You want.   Not  one bi t  more and 
not  one bi t  less.   Choose for me what wi l l  give YOU Your 
purpose and what wi l l  benef i t  me the most in Jesus 
Christ . ”  
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Apri l  8  
Mount Zion 

 
Beautiful  for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is 

mount Zion, on the sides of the north,  the city of the 
great King.  (Ps.  48:2)  

 
In the OT, Mount Zion is of ten used as a type and shadow 
of  God's perfected thought for His people - -  the body of  
Christ .   Mount Zion is the church experiencing the ful lness 
of  Jesus Christ  --  as God intended.  
 
The book of  Hebrews contrasts the Old Covenant,  which 
was giv en at Mt. Sinai,  to the New Covenant that  is 
experienced in Chri st ,  using Mount Zion as one of  i ts 
examples:  
 

For you are not come unto the mount that might be 
touched, and that burned with fire. . .but you are come 
unto mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, 

the heavenly Jerusalem.  (Heb. 12:18-22)  
 

The Truth being giv en here is that  under the Old 
Cov enant,  God was accessible only through physical  types 
and shadows --  none of  which could br ing people into the 
real i ty of  Christ .   But  NOW the people of  God hav e come 
unto the TRUE Mount Zion --  they hav e the opportuni ty to 
experience the Person of  Christ  Himsel f  --  to be brought  
into His ful lness.   Mount Zion is the ful lness of  Christ  and 
i t  is to this that  Jesus Chri st  has brought us through Hi s 
redempt iv e work.  
 

 
 

Apri l  9  
Our Guide Even Unto Death 

 
For this God is our God forever and ever: he will  be 

our guide even unto death.  (Ps.  48:14)  
 

If  you al low God to expose your mot iv es for want ing His 
wi l l  and for want ing Him to lead you,  you might  be 
surpr ised to f ind out  that  you merely want to av oid 
t rouble.   I t  isn' t  so much that  we want God for Himsel f ,  or 



 91 

want,  "whatev er i t  takes," for Him to get  His purpose in  
us,  but  we assume that  i f  we f ind His wi l l  and fol low Hi s 
leading,  that  i t  wi l l  spare us t r ials and suf fer ing;  God wi l l  
giv e us what we desi re.   Surely, we reason, God leads 
only into blessing.  
 
If  we read the Bible,  we cannot come to this conclusion.   
God led ev ery one of  His saints into disaster --  some into 
martyrdom.  But  does that  mean that  we should not  seek  
the Lord for His wi l l?  No.   We must seek Him for HIS wi l l  
- -  no matter what i t  takes.   But  as we do,  we must real ize 
that  God's wi l l  may include suf fer ing and t r ials.   He may 
not  lead in a way that  av oids t rouble,  but  actual ly 
guarantees i t .  
 
There are t r ials that  ov ertake the saints --  simply come 
upon us --  but  then there are others into which God leads 
us.   But  ev en when God leads us into t r ials, rarely do we 
real ize what we are get t ing into during our ini t ial steps --  
for i f  that  were the case most of  us would back of f .  Most  
of  us cannot imagine such a thing could be a leading of  
God.   
 
If  we hav e walked by fai th, as open to God as we know,  
and i t  has resul ted in suf fer ing or loss,  we wi l l  be apt  to  
wonder whether we hav e erred.   Again --  we hav e t rouble 
imaging that  t rials could be God's wi l l .   But the real  issue 
is whether we are walking wi th Christ  by fai th.   If  we hav e 
got ten into a t rial  by fai th, there is no mistake.   But ev en 
if  we hav e erred somewhere we can nev ertheless stop and 
turn --  and then we are in Truth and not  er ror.   The point  
is,  God leads Hi s people ev en into death --  ev en to that  
which const i tutes a personal  cross.   The biggest  error i s 
to think that  such a thing could not  be so.   
 

 
 

Apri l  10 
Blindness to Mortal i ty 

 
Their inward thought is that their houses shall  

continue forever,  and their dwelling places to al l  
generations; they cal l  their lands after their own 

names.  (Ps.  49:11)  
 
One of  the more decei t ful  dimensions of  sin  and unbel ief  
is a bl indness to our own mortal i ty.  I t  simply does not  
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occur to some folks that  they are v ulnerable and mortal .  
They cannot imagine thei r  own death.   Indeed, there hav e 
been people on thei r  death bed who seem obl iv ious to 
thei r  own mortal i ty --  and certainly cal lous to thei r  
accountabi l i ty to God. 
 
When a person has not  the l i f e of  Christ  wi thin,  they are 
lef t  wi th thei r natural  l i f e.  The natural  l i f e l iv es for THIS 
world and THIS age.   The ent i re natural  mind and f rame of  
reference is this l i f e.   The end of  this l i f e, to most ,  nev er 
seems to be a considerat ion.   If  the thought occurs to  
them that  they are mortal  they simply push i t  away.  
 
Accountabi l i ty to God is a fact  f rom which there is NO 
escape.  W e must al l  f ace Him.  But  i t  isn' t  so much 
accountabi l i ty for our works.   Rather ,  i t  is an 
accountabi l i ty as to what we hav e done wi th what l ight  we 
hav e received --  what hav e we done wi th Jesus Christ?   
Once a person has been conv icted of  sin and has seen 
that  Christ  is the solut ion,  they can nev er be the same 
again --  they cannot go back.   They wi l l  ei ther turn to  
Christ  or step into a greater darkness.  
 
If  we are growing to know Christ  we wi l l  take care of  
business in this l i f e according to the wi l l  of  God.  But  we 
wi l l  not  l iv e for this l i f e --  we wi l l  know that  the day is 
coming when ALL of  i t  is going to pass into  history.   And 
at  that  point , al l  that wi l l  matter is who Christ  is to us,  and 
who we are to Him.  Only that  which is of  Christ  is eternal .  
 

 
 

Apri l  11 
The Two Ultimate Powers 

 
But God wil l  redeem my soul from the power of the 
grave: for he shall  receive me. Selah.  (Ps.  49:15)  

 
There is no greater power ov er this earthly realm that  that  
of  DEATH.  But  there is a power that  has authori ty ev en 
ov er death:   Resurrect ion l i f e in Jesus Christ .  
 
By His resurrect ion,  Jesus Chri st  did not  merely,  "rev erse 
death."   No.   He sat isf ied death,  tasted i t  f or al l  of  us,  and 
then was raised FROM OUT OF death.   In ef fect ,  rather 
than rev erse death,  Jesus passed through i t ,  and in doing 
so,  won v ictory over i t . 
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There is nev er v ictory by side-stepping or av oiding the 
enemy.  You hav e to meet the enemy head on,  on his turf ,  
and completely defeat  him.  Satan and death were 
defeated by Jesus Chri st .   That  makes His v ictory eternal .  
 
Today,  bel iev ers are not  merely giv en a THING cal led, 
"v ictory."   No.   Rather,  we are giv en the Person of  Jesus 
Christ  to dwel l  in us - -  and IN HIM is al l  v ictory.   I f  Christ  
is in us,  then HE IS OUR LIFE --  and His l i f e,  by 
def init ion,  is the,  "kind of  l i f e,"  that  death cannot touch --  
for i t  is l i f e that  is v ictory f rom out  of  death. 
 

 
 

Apri l  12 
God is a Consuming Fire 

 
Our God shall  come, and shall  not keep si lence: a f ire 

shall  devour before him, and i t  shall  be very 
tempestuous round about him.  (Ps.  50:3)  

 
There is ev erything good and r ight  about praying for the 
interv ent ion of  God, or about praying for a rev ival  among 
God's people.   But  we must real ize that  a rev ival is only 
necessary because spi r i tual  condi t ions hav e deter iorated.   
Therefore,  i f  God interv enes or br ings rev iv al ,  then i t 
means He has to deal  wi th what has caused the problem. 
 
Are we prepared for that?  Many who pray for rev iv al 
cannot imagine that  THEY are part  of  the problem.  But  
God is not  a respecter of  persons.   Therefore,  i f  we mean 
business wi th God, we must hav e a,  "whatever i t  takes," 
fai th at t i tude in what we pray.  
 
Rev ival  always begins wi th JUDGMENT -- and ini t ial ly, 
judgment is LIGHT.  God wi l l  expose what is not  of  Christ  
so that  people might  repent and turn.   But  i f  people wi l l  
not  repent and turn,  God wi l l  br ing a greater  
chast isement.    
 
When God is f inished wi th this age only that  which is of  
Christ  is going to remain.   He wi l l  be as a,  "consuming 
f i re,"  to the rest .  This is not  maybe.  I t  is a certainty.   
Bel iev ers would do wel l  to al low God to judge them NOW 
so that  when Chri st  returns there are not  many surpr i ses 
for them to face.   His warning in Hebrews i s clear:  
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Yet once more I shake not the earth only,  but also 

heaven.And this word, Yet once more,  signifies the 
removing of those things that are shaken, as of things 

that are made, that those things which cannot be 
shaken may remain.Wherefore we receiving a kingdom 
which cannot be moved, let us have grace,  whereby we 

may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly 
fear:For our God is a consuming fire.   (Heb. 12:26-29)  

 

 
 

Apri l  13 
The New Covenant in Christ 

 
Gather my saints together unto me; those that have 

made a covenant with me by sacrif ice.   (Ps.  50:5)  
 

Bel iev ers hav e made a cov enant --  the NEW Covenant --  
wi th God through the sacri f ice of  Jesus Christ .   Indeed,  
we might  say that  Jesus Christ  IS the New Cov enant,  
because we are,  "gathered to God," i f  we are IN HIM.  
Bel iev ers are joined to Jesus Christ  and made one spi r i t  
wi th Him (I  Cor.  6:17),  and Jesus Chri st  is one wi th the 
Father.   That  makes us one wi th the Father IN HIM. 
 
There was no way for humani ty to become one wi th God 
as members of  the Adam race.  No.  Jesus came to bear 
the ent i re Adam race on the Cross down into death,  and to  
make a NEW race --  a new kind of  humani ty --  a new 
creat ion in Himself .   Thus,  in order  to become one wi th  
God through Chri st ,  we must take our place in the Cross 
of  Christ  and be raised in Him as new creat ions.    
 
Can we see that  the ent i re Adam race is under the Cross -
-  the ent i re natural  man?  Yes.   God is completely done 
wi th Adam.  The New Cov enant is wi th those who hav e 
died in Christ  TO Adam, and hav e been raised in spi r i tual 
union wi th Jesus Christ .  
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Apri l  14 
Delivered From Sin 

 
Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity,  and cleanse 

me from my sin.  
 

In this prayer of  repentance,  Dav id does not  merely want 
to experience the forgiv eness of  God.  Forgiveness for sin  
--  in and of  i tsel f  --  cannot change us.   If  al l  God did was 
forgive our sin --  in the sense of  l i f t ing the consequences 
--  the penal ty for sin might be l i f ted, but  our sin would 
remain.    
 
There are also those who bel iev e that  when they sin that  
God gets mad at  them.  They want forgiveness in the 
sense that  God would no longer be angry.   But  again,  i f  
this was al l  there was to forgiv eness,  you might  hav e a 
God who is now happy wi th the sinner,  but  this would do 
nothing to change the sinner.  
 
Rather than l i f t  the penal ty for sin,  or l i f t the supposed 
anger of  God for sin,  what Jesus Chri st  did was prov ide 
the means by which humani ty could be set  f ree f rom SIN 
ITSELF.  If  we come to Chri st ,  we are planted into Hi s 
death,  and thus are dead to sin,  and we are planted into  
His resurrect ion,  making us al iv e to God.  In other words,  
i f  we come to Christ ,  we are joined TO HIM.  He is our 
l i f e. 
 
This is the ONLY means of  change.  W e must become 
del iv ered f rom the ent i re nature and creature of  sin --  and 
born f rom abov e a new creat ion in Christ  Jesus.   
 

 
 

Apri l  15 
Confession of Sin 

 
  For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is 

ever before me.  (Ps.  51:3)  
 

God does not  forgiv e our sin because we confess.   
Rather,  He forgives our sin because of  Jesus Christ .   Our 
confession is a statement of  Truth about our sin --  i t  is 
wrong and we are gui l ty --  and i t  is a statement of  Truth 
about the One who has al ready died and paid for i t in ful l . 
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The idea that  a sav ed person must confess sin to be 
forgiven is a contradict ion.   You are sav ed because you 
are forgiv en.   You cannot lose your salv ation,  and you 
certainly cannot get  sav ed al l  ov er again.   You cannot 
keep your salv at ion, "up to date," by confessing.   Such 
ideas are based on a wrong interpretat ion of  the Greek of  
I  John 1:9,  and f rankly,  a bl indness to the f inal i ty of  the 
Cross.   In short ,  we don't  confess to GET forgiven.  
Rather,  we confess as a proclamat ion that  we ARE 
forgiven. 
 
So do we NEED to confess sin?  I t  isn' t  a matter of  
NEEDING.  I t is a matter of  tel l ing the Truth.   A bel iever 
who has sinned is going to confess that  he has sinned --  
he is going to confess that  he has sinned because i t  is the 
Truth --  and he is walking in the l ight .   Confessing of  sin  
is nothing more than a byproduct  of  walking in the Truth 
and l ight  of  Jesus Christ .   W e confess because we bel iev e 
and know the Truth of  His f inished forgiveness.   
 

 
 

Apri l  16 
Truth in the Inward Parts 

 
Behold,  you desire truth in the inward parts: and in the 

hidden part thou shall  make me to know wisdom.   
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall  be clean: wash me, 

and I shall  be whiter than snow.  (Ps.  51:6-7) 
 

Christ iani ty is,  "Christ  in you."  And Jesus Christ  IS the 
Truth.   Thus,  Truth in the INW ARD parts is not  possible  
unless we are coming into an INWARD real izat ion of  
Jesus Christ .   Christ  must  be FORMED in an indiv idual ,  
for He is the source and embodiment of  al l  l ight  and Truth.  
 
But  Christ  cannot be formed in anyone --  Truth in the 
inward parts is impossible --  unless we al low God to deal  
wi th al l  of  the UNTRUTH that  is in each of  us.   God must  
do this.   I t  is impossible for any human being,  through any  
rel igious program or act iv i ty,  to probe inward and root  out  
the UNTRUTH that  is nat iv e to natural man.  But God 
nev er tel ls us to do this --  indeed, He forbids i t .   Our part  
is to simply rel inquish ourselv es to the Cross --  we must  
rel inquish to the Cross the old l i f e in which al l  UNTRUTH 
resides:   The old man; the natural  man.  Thus,  only 
DEATH can resolv e what ai ls us;  we must hand ourselv es 
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ov er to the Cross for,  "whatev er i t takes," for God to do 
this work in us.   Only then can Chri st  be rev ealed in us.    
 
Truth in the INWARD parts begins wi th an uncondi t ional  
confession and surrender to God for,  "whatev er i t  takes," 
for Him to get  His purpose in us.   No longer  do we t ry to 
f ix  ourselv es.   No longer do we t ry to be good enough.  No 
longer are we deluded into thinking we are good enough.   
Rather,  as imperfect as we are,  and wi th al l  of  our present  
weaknesses and sin,  we stand before God in the LIGHT of  
Jesus Chri st .   Then, and only then,  wi l l  Jesus Chri st  be 
our l i f e and reign wi thin us.    
 

 
 

Apri l  17 
God Brings Light 

 
Behold,  you desire truth in the inward parts: and in the 

hidden part thou shall  make me to know wisdom.   
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall  be clean: wash me, 

and I shall  be whiter than snow.  (Ps.  51:6-7) 
 
God wants us to be t ransparent  and honest  wi th Him.  Of 
course,  we cannot begin to do that  on our  own.  God must  
take the ini t iativ e to br ing LIGHT.  At  that point ,  i t  is our 
responsibi l i ty to confess what He rev eals to us.   He wi l l  
rev eal  our sin and unbel ief .   But  He wi l l  also rev eal  Christ  
as the only solut ion.  
 
Because of  the sin of  Adam, we are al l  corrupt  and 
spi r i tual ly dead.  Thus,  what God rev eals about us is not  
going to be pret ty.   But  nev ertheless i t  is the TRUTH.   
 
I t  is possible to refuse the l ight  that  God rev eals to,  “ to 
lov e darkness rather than l ight . ”   (see John 3:19-21)  The 
resul t  wi l l  be greater darkness.  
 
God wi l l  nev er conv ict  us of  sin,  or rev eal  our corrupt  
condi t ion wi thout  rev eal ing Christ  – indeed,  Christ  IS the 
l ight  that  br ings rev elation.   Therefore,  al l  of  this is for our  
redempt ion and restorat ion back into a rel at ionship wi th  
God. 
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Apri l  18 
The Hidden Parts 

 
Behold,  you desire truth in the inward parts: and in the 

hidden part thou shall  make me to know wisdom.   
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall  be clean: wash me, 

and I shall  be whiter than snow.  (Ps.  51:6-7)  
 
The hidden part  of  a person’s heart  is usual ly hidden al so 
to that  person.   The heart  is decei t ful  above al l  things.   
Part  of  what i t  means to be spi r i tual ly dead is that  we 
hav e no Truth or l ight  in us – and that  leaves us in the 
dark ev en as to our own condi t ion.  
 
Jesus said,  “ I f  your eye be single,  your whole body wi l l  be 
f i l led wi th l ight . ”   (Matt .  6:22)  The Greek word here for 
SINGLE means,  “ to be f ree of  folds;  to be pure.”   That  is a 
great  picture.   God wants to unfold us so that  al l  of  us 
might  be f i l led wi th l ight .   He wants to get  r id of  al l  the 
hidden pockets of  l ight .   Then, as says the apost le John,  
we can,  “walk in the l ight as HE is in the l ight . ”   That  is 
f reedom. 
 
God does not  need to expose us before others.   No.   This 
can happen between ourselv es and the Lord.   Exposure 
before others is of ten a more drast ic step if  we wi l l  not 
l isten.   But in the end,  our openness and honest ly must  
f i rst  be unto the Lord.   This wi l l  then come to gov ern al l  of  
our relat ionships.  
 

 
 

Apri l  19 
Christ Made Unto Us Wisdom 

 
Behold,  you desire truth in the inward parts: and in the 

hidden part thou shall  make me to know wisdom.   
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall  be clean: wash me, 

and I shall  be whiter than snow.  (Ps.  51:6-7) 
 
W isdom is not  a THING that  God gives us.  God does not  
endow us wi th an abi l i ty cal led,  “wi sdom.”  No.   Rather,  
wi sdom is a Person – Christ  is made to  be unto us 
WISDOM. 
 
That no flesh should glory in his presence.But of him 

are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
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wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctif ication, and 
redemption: That,  according as i t  is written,  He that 

glories,  let him glory in the Lord.  ( I Cor.  1:29-31)  
 
What this means is that  al l  spi r i tual  discernment is the 
resul t  of  an inward real izat ion of  Jesus Christ .   To the 
ex tent  that  we know Him, we wi l l  know al l  else.   This 
should not  be surpr ising because Jesus Christ  IS the 
LIGHT and He IS the TRUTH. 
 

 
 

Apri l  20 
Made True Unto God 

 
Behold,  you desire truth in the inward parts: and in the 

hidden part thou shall  make me to know wisdom.   
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall  be clean: wash me, 

and I shall  be whiter than snow.  (Ps.  51:6-7) 
 
If  we are growing to know Jesus Christ  in an inward way,  
we are being MADE TRUE unto God.  But  this is not  a  
matter of  US being made to LOOK l ike Jesus.   No.   I t  is a 
matter of  us being conformed to Him – formed together  
wi th Him -- to where Jesus Christ  can be manifested 
through us.  
 
The inward rev elation of  Jesus is also going to expose al l  
that  is in us that  is UNTRUE to God – we must confess 
these things and discard them.  But  as we do we wi l l  more 
and more be set  f ree to walk wi th God in THE TRUE 
RELATIONSHIP – which is by the fai th of  Jesus Christ .  
 
The t rue relat ionship wi th God through Christ  is one that  
proclaims, “Yet  not  I,  but  Christ . ”   (Gal .  2:20)  Al l  good 
works,  etc. ,  emerge f rom this t rue relat ionship that  is 
based upon fai th. 

 
 

Apri l  21 
Cleansed by the Blood 

 
Behold,  you desire truth in the inward parts: and in the 

hidden part thou shall  make me to know wisdom.   
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall  be clean: wash me, 

and I shall  be whiter than snow.  (Ps.  51:6-7) 
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Many bel iev ers cont inual ly focus upon God’s forgiv eness 
FOR sin.   That  is essent ial ,  of  course,  but  i t  is one thing 
to be forgiv en FOR sin,  yet qui te another to be del ivered 
FROM sin.   Through the redempt ion of  Jesus Chri st ,  we 
are not  only forgiven for sin,  but  we are del ivered f rom sin 
i tsel f  – we are actual ly del ivered f rom the,  “body of  sin,” 
that  is,  the Adam race.  
 
Numerous t imes in the NT we are told  that  we are 
cleansed or washed f rom sin by the Blood of  Jesus Christ .   
When Jesus Chri st  shed His blood on the Cross,  that  
Blood was nev er gathered up and put  back in  His body – i t  
was forev er shed – and this i l lustrates that  His death was 
the f inal  death of  the Adam race.   Jesus was the Last  
Adam – that  is,  in His death was gathered the Adam race.   
Then He was raised the f i rst  born of  a new race for al l  
humani ty. 
 
The Blood of  Jesus CONTINUALLY cleanses us f rom all  
sin.   This does not  mean that  we get  forgiv en for sin ov er 
and ov er.  No.  Just  as Jesus died once for al l  f or al l  sin, 
so we are forgiv en once for al l  of  al l  of  our sin.   But  we 
DO cont inue to commit  sins and the Blood of  Jesus 
cleanses us f rom the ef fects of  these sins – as we come 
out  into the l ight . 
 

 
 

Apri l  22 
Giving Yourself to God 

 
The sacrif ices of God are a broken spiri t:  a broken and 

a contri te heart,  O God, thou wilt  not despise.   (Ps.  
51:17)  

 
A broken spi r i t  and a contr i te heart  are character ized by  
the real izat ion that  I  am ful ly gui l ty and can do nothing to  
help myself .  I  know that  my only hope is the grace of  God 
in Jesus Christ .    
 
Grace is more than a doctr ine.   Grace and Truth came in a 
Person,  Jesus Chri st .   Nev er separate grace f rom the 
Person – don’t  make grace a THING or a FORCE.  God is,  
“ the God of  al l  grace.”  We cannot receiv e grace unless 
we are receiv ing grace in Jesus Christ .  
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If  a person sees that  they are gui l ty and sees that  they  
cannot help themselv es,  they are seeing the Truth.   But  
they are seeing the Truth in the Light  of  the Truth Himself , 
Jesus Christ .   They wi l l  therefore see the grace of  God.   
 
God always conv icts in that  way – He conv icts wi th grace 
and Truth – not  wi th threats and condemnat ion.   
Condemnat ion only comes if  a person refuses grace.  
 
God does not  desi re for us to make sacrif ices for Him.  He 
does not  want sacr i f ices;  He wants US.  
 

I beseech you therefore,  brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a l iving sacrif ice,  

holy,  acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service.   (Rom. 12:1)  

 
According to these v erses,  the best  sacr i f ice is i f  we giv e 
ourselv es uncondi t ional ly to God – i f  we LOSE our l ives to 
Jesus Chri st .   We must come to Christ  as one who is 
broken in spi r i t  – as one who has nothing to of fer,  but as 
one who can only receiv e what God has f reely giv en in His 
Son. 

 

 
 

Apri l  23 
Trusting in His Mercy 

 
Lo,  this is the man that made not God his st rength; but 

trusted in the abundance of his riches, and 
strengthened himself in his wickedness.  But I am l ike 

a green ol ive tree in the house of God: I trust in the 
mercy of God forever and ever.   (Ps.  52:7-8) 

 
I t  is possible for professing Chri st ians to t rust  in thei r  own 
strength and in thei r  own, “r iches.”  We need only to l iv e 
in our own r ighteousness.  
 
Self -r ighteousness is not  merely a form of  Christ iani ty 
wi th,  “a l i tt le too much law.”  No.   Self -r ighteousness is 
ANOTHER GOSPEL.  I t  is a l ie; i t  is decept ion.   And worst  
of  al l , sel f -righteousness is rel igious UNBELIEF – i t  is a 
denial  of  Jesus Christ  and of  our need to  put  our fai th 
solely in Him. 
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Now, of  course,  since sel f -r ighteousness is decept ion,  
those who are under  i t  wi l l  not  accept  that  they are 
deceiv ed.   Rather,  they wi l l  c laim that  they are simply 
l iv ing holy l iv es,  obeying God’s law, and being a wi tness 
to Christ .   And they wi l l  hav e an arsenal  of  Bible verses to 
back up thei r  c laims.  But  thei r  decept ion is not  found so 
much in thei r  conduct  --  al though most who l iv e under the 
law wi l l  ev entual ly pract ice great  destruct iv e legal ist ic 
rel igion.   Rather,  the error of  the sel f -r ighteous is found in 
thei r  bl indness to Jesus Christ  and in thei r  faith in 
themselv es,  rather than in Christ .   Self -r ighteousness is 
real ly nothing more than a t rust  in our own strength and 
works.  
 
Paul ,  in his epist le to the Galat ians,  gav e the solut ion.   He 
said,  “ I  t rav ail  unti l  Christ  be formed in you.”  (Gal.  4:19)  
The Greek word for,  “ formed,” means,  “ to  be inwardly  
real ized and expressed.”  Bel iev ers need to brought to the 
end of  our self -r ighteousness through fai lure and 
exposure – and along side of  that  – we need an inward 
rev elat ion and real ization of  Jesus Christ .   Only then wi l l  
we be those who are l ike,  “a green ol ive t ree in the house 
of  God” – who t rust  in the grace and mercy of  God in 
Jesus Christ  for thei r  l iv es on a dai ly basis.  

 

 
 

Apri l  24 
The Words of a Fool 

 
The fool hath said in his heart,  “There is no God.”  

Corrupt are they,  and have done abominable iniquity: 
there is none that doeth good.  (Ps.  53:1) 

 
As nev er before,  those who belong to thi s world openly 
state that  those who bel iev e in God are FOOLS.  God has 
been kicked out  of  our school s,  publ ic places,  sport ing 
ev ents,  and gov ernment.   God hasn’t  simply been ignored 
– He has been proact iv ely at tacked and el iminated.   And 
more and more,  i f  you ev en ment ion God, let  alone Jesus 
Christ ,  people wi l l  mock, rol l  thei r  eyes,  and classi f y you 
as a fool .  
 
Some people deny God because they cannot reconci le the 
ex istence of  God wi th what is happening in this world.   
Surely,  many reason, i f  God exists,  He would not  al low 
ev i l  to prev ai l .  But  God DOES ex ist ,  and He DOES al low 



 103

ev il  to prev ail .  He does not  interv ene and f ix  what is 
wrong wi th this world – and He nev er wi l l .    
 
What God has done is send His Son, not  to f ix this world,  
but  to redeem people out  of  i t .  Rather than change the 
world,  God is,  as i t  were,  making a new world – He i s 
making a new creat ion in Chri st  Jesus.     
 
In Christ ,  God has done ev erything He can do,  or intends 
to do,  to br ing redempt ion anddel iv erance.   But  i t  is ONLY 
in and through Christ  that  God wi l l  ev er work.   If  f olks 
want to stay part  of  this ev i l  age,  God wi l l  al low them to 
do so – and this age is going to cont inue to take i ts 
course into greater and greater darkness.   Thus,  the 
choice is clear:   Chri st ,  or this world;  the o ld creat ion or  
the new creat ion in Christ .    
 
Those who blame God for not  interv ening in this world are 
many of  the same folks who don’t  want Him IN this world.   
Indeed, they don’t  want Him in thei r personal  l ives.   
Anyone who blames God for al lowing ev i l  in this world  
needs to be the f i rst  in l ine to let Him to deal  wi th the ev i l  
that  is in thei r  OWN heart  through Christ .    
 
“There is no God,” is a statement, not  made in ignorance,  
and not  made because of  a lack of  brainpower – but  i t  is 
the statement of  a FOOL who is not  wi l l ing to come into 
the LIGHT and be exposed as a sinner.   The t ragic i rony 
is that  those who stay in darkness have separated 
themselv es f rom God al l  the whi le they accuse God of  
separat ing Himself  f rom them.  God is always open and 
av ai lable through His Son.  But  in Christ  ALONE is God 
av ai lable. 
 

 
 

Apri l  25 
The Lost Condition of the Adam Race 

 
God looked down from heaven upon the children of 

men, to see i f  there were any that did understand, that 
did seek God.  Every one of them is gone back: they 

are altogether become fi l thy; there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one.  (Ps.  53:2-3)  

 
When Adam sinned, he ruined the Adam race.   Humanity, 
as God has intended, was no longer const i tuted for God.  
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Rather,  the Adam race was now const i tuted for Satan.   
The Adam race was no longer one wi th God.  Adam was a 
corrupt ,  soul ish creature – ful ly turned in upon himsel f  – 
subject  to the god of  this world.   Adam, and al l  that  would 
be born IN HIM, were spi r i tual ly dead. 
 
Ev en many bel ievers do not  real ize that  human beings are 
born into thi s world completely v oid of  Truth and l i f e.   
Despi te the clear Bibl ical rev elat ion,  many st i l l  think that  
there is some, “spark of  l i f e, ”  or some, “gl immer of  l ight , ”  
that  is buried wi thin fal len humani ty – and that  Jesus 
came to igni te i t ;  bring i t  out .   To many,  salv ation is 
nothing more than Jesus Christ  dying to br ing out  the 
latent  greatness in humani ty. 
 
No.   There i s absolutely NOTHING of  value in human 
beings born in Adam.  That  is why Paul  was able to say,  
“Except Christ  be in you, you are reprobates.”   ( I I  Cor. 
13:5)  Indeed, there is nothing in humani ty to mot ive us to  
ev en turn to God for help.   Lef t to ourselves,  there are 
NONE that  seek God.  Only i f  God takes the ini t iat ive to 
seek out  man and br ing l ight  can we turn to Christ .  
 
Make no quest ion – we do hav e a choice.   If  God takes 
the ini t iativ e to br ing l ight  – to rev eal  our t rue condi t ion in  
the l ight  of  Christ  – we can refuse.   W e can also turn to  
Christ .   W hen God br ings l ight  i t  is THE great  piv ot  point 
and THE great  point  of  crisis.   For the l ight  that  God 
intends to mel t  our heart  and draw us to Chr ist ,  wi l l ,  i f  we 
refuse,  harden our heart .   We must choose whether we 
lov e darkness rather than l ight ,  or lov e l ight  rather than 
darkness.   I t  is upon this choice – and i t  is a choice that  is 
EVER BEFORE US – that  our eterni ty hangs.  
 

 
 

Apri l  26 
Freely Received and Freely Given 

 
I wi l l  freely sacrif ice unto thee: I wi l l  praise thy name, 

O LORD; for i t  is good.  (Ps.  54:6) 
 

To, “ f reely sacr if ice to God,” and to,  “prai se His name 
because i t  is GOOD,” is impossible unless we hav e 
receiv ed a rev elat ion of  Jesus Christ .   Otherwise such 
things wi l l  be largely rel igious.   They wi l l  be emot ional .  
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They wi l l  not  be real  – wi l l  not  const i tute worship that  is,  
“ in spi r i t  and in Truth.”   (John 4:24) 
 
“To f reely sacr i f ice,”  to God is not  merely a matter of  
giv ing up THINGS to Him.  I t  is a matter of  giv ing MYSELF 
to Him.  I hav e to, “present  my body,  a l iv ing sacri f ice,  
holy and acceptable to God, which is my spi r i tual 
worship.”   (Romans 12:1)  
 
But  note the word,  “ f reely.”   FREELY means I  do not  giv e 
myself  to God out  of  DUTY, or out  of  FEAR, or because I  
want to get  something f rom Him.  To FREELY giv e mysel f  
to God is not  a matter of  simply keeping a rel igious 
pr inciple.   No.   To FREELY give mysel f  go God is only  
t ruly FREE if  there are no str ings at tached – which i s a  
motiv at ion of  faith and lov e. 
 
Jesus said,  “Freely you hav e received – therefore f reely 
giv e.”  (Matt . 10:8)  If  we hav e t ruly RECEIVED FREELY 
what God has giv en in Christ  Jesus – and God has f reely 
giv en ALL THINGS to us in Christ  (Rom. 8:32) – and if  we 
hav e come into a real ization of  Him – we are going to 
f reely give.   W e just  wi l l  – there wi l l  be no debate – there 
is no other possible outcome.  The grace we embrace in 
Christ  wi l l  t ransform us.   W e wi l l  not  only f reely give 
ourselv es to God, but also to others.   In other words,  we 
wi l l  LOVE. 
 
Praise is not  supposed to be mere words.   Jesus clearly 
statedthat  i t  is possible to honor God wi th your l ips,  but  
for your heart  to be far f rom Him.  (see Matt .  15:8)  No.  
Praise ought to be f rom the heart  – an expression that  
comes f rom out  of  an inward real izat ion that  God is good 
and that  Chri st  is ALL.  
 

 
 

Apri l  27 
The Way of Escape 

 
And I said,  Oh that I had wings l ike a dove! for then 

would I f ly away, and be at rest.   Lo,  then would I 
wander far off,  and remain in the wilderness. Selah.  I 

would hasten my escape from the windy storm and 
tempest.   (Ps.  55:6-8)  
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When we are in the midst  of  a great  t r ial ,  i t  is only natural  
for us to want to escape the suf fer ing.   Of ten we wi l l  cry 
out  to God for del iv erance.   And yet  He is usual ly si lent .   
Why?  I t is not  that  He has no del iv erance for us.   But  
rather than prov ide a way of  escape f rom the t r ial ,  God 
has giv en us a way of  escape W ITHIN and DESPITE the 
t r ial .  His way of  escape is through fai th in Jesus Christ .  
 
Ci rcumstances can be di f f icult .   But isn’t  i t  a fact  that  the 
greatest  di f f icul ty is more along the l ine of  what those 
ci rcumstances do W ITHIN US?  A t r ial of  fai th is exactly 
that  – a t rying of  our fai th – and that  is always an inward 
issue between God and ourselv es.   And the solut ion to a 
t r ial of  fai th is NOT to be remov ed f rom i t .  Rather,  the 
solut ion and goal  of  any t r ial of  fai th is --  FAITH. 

 
Jesus Chri st  is our way of  escape.  This i s what Paul  was 
get t ing at  when he wrote about the subject  to the 
Corinthians:  

 
There hath no temptation taken you but such as is 
common to man: but God is faithful ,  who wil l  not 

suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but 
wil l  with the temptation also make a way to escape, 

that ye may be able to bear i t .   ( I Cor.  10:13) 
 

There is no promise here of  del iverance f rom OUT OF 
ci rcumstances or suf fer ing.   Indeed, note the words,  “ that  
you may be able to BEAR IT.”  That indicates a 
del iv erance,  not  f rom ci rcumstances,  but  f rom what those 
ci rcumstances could otherwi se DO TO YOU.  Paul  is 
simply promising that  wi thin each t r ial  of  fai th,  God wi l l  
br ing rev elation and grace so that  we wi l l  be able to  
BELIEVE and TRUST in Christ .   This is what wi l l  enable 
us,  “ to bear i t . ” 

 
Victory in Christ  must  become experient ial .   I f  every time 
we encountered t r ials God del iv ered us,  v ictory in Christ  
would,  at  best ,  be only theory.   No.   Only i f  we l iv e in 
Christ  in His v ictory in the midst  of  a t r ial can God do a 
work in us and express His v ictory in us through Hi s Son.   
Jesus Christ  IS our,  “way of  escape.”  
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Apri l  28 

Are We Ready for Jesus Christ? 
 

For i t  was not an enemy that reproached me; then I 
could have borne i t:  neither was i t  he that hated me 

that did magnify himself against me; then I would have 
hid myself from him:  But i t  was thou, a man mine 

equal,  my guide,  and mine acquaintance.  (Ps.  55:12-
13)  

 
This prophet ic reference to the betrayal  of  Jesus by Judas 
carr ies a pr inciple that  is appl icable to the ent i re church.   
If  you examine the reason why Judas betrayed Jesus,  i t 
was not  because he hated him, or rejected Him as 
Messiah.   No.   Judas betrayed Jesus because Jesus was 
not  act ing in accordance wi th the expectat ions and 
demands of  Judas.   As a zealot ,  Judas wanted an earthly 
Messiah who would set  us an earthly kingdom – r ight  in 
his t ime.  Jesus had taken things in a di f ferent  di rect ion 
and Judas betrayed Him -- in an at tempt to manipulate 
Him into being the Messiah that  Judas demanded.  
 
The same principle appl ies today.   I f  Jesus Christ  were to  
walk into many churches today,  He would not  BE as 
bel iev ers expect  – He would not  do as bel iev ers expect .   
He might ,  in fact ,  need to tear the ent i re thing down in  
order to bui ld i t back up in Himself .   And if  history is any  
indicat ion,  He would be rejected and betrayed al l  ov er 
again.   Indeed, any minister or person who is walking in  
Christ  and preaching the Truth is l iable to encounter the 
same opposi t ion.  
 
People do not  want THEIR church,  or THEIR minist ry,  
disturbed.   This is of ten the case ev en if  the church or  
minist ry is in apostasy.   Some of  the most hateful 
churches got  that  way because they hav e al ready rejected 
the Truth.   They wi l l  simply not  al low anyone or anything 
to topple thei r  k ingdom. 
 
People pray for rev iv al  but  most  do not  real ize that  rev ival  
demands the judgment of  God upon al l  that  is not  of  
Christ .   That  is why God of ten does not  br ing rev ival  – 
there is no room for the Truth of  God in Christ .   There is 
only room for the status quo.    
 
But  none of  this negates the fact  that  Jesus Christ  is one 
day going to return to thi s earth.   The quest ion i s:Wi l l  
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bel iev ers – those who are of  God’s own household – be 
READY for Him?  Or wi l l  Jesus Christ  be to us as a 
stranger – as one who is a t rouble-maker;  a disturber of  
OUR programs?  W e need not  push the answer to this 
quest ion of f  into the future.   We wi l l  be READY for Jesus 
THEN if  we are cont inual ly READY for Him NOW – if  we 
wi l l  NOW set t le for nothing less than the Truth and the wi l l  
of  God. 
 

 
 

Apri l  29 
Praying Always 

 
Evening, and morning, and at noon, will  I pray,  and cry 

aloud: and he shall  hear my voice.   (Ps.  55:17)  
 

Prayer is not  only a matter of  ASKING God for what we 
need.  Rather,  prayer is also a SEEKING of  God Himself .  
One of  Paul ’s prayers for the church was that  God would,  
“giv e unto you the spi r i t of  wisdom and revelat ion in the 
knowledge of  him: The eyes of  your understanding being 
enl ightened; that  ye may know what is the hope of  his 
cal l ing,  and what the r iches of  the glory of  his inheri tance 
in the saints.”   (Eph. 1:17-18)  In this we not  only see the 
desi re of  God for each of  us as expressed through Paul ,  
but  we see that  prayer of  Paul  – and therefore we ought to  
be praying to God for the same. 
 
Prayer must  go hand in hand wi th our walk in Christ .   
There are many issues God cannot resolv e simply 
because we ask.   Many t imes there is a process inv olved.   
For example,  these requests of  Paul  – Paul  is not  praying 
for mere INFORMATION.  He is praying for REVELATION.  
But  in order for us to receiv e such rev elat ion,  there must  
be an ongoing work of  the Cross,  and a growing 
real izat ion of  Jesus Chri st .   At  f i rst ,  there may seem to be 
NO answer f rom God.  But  i f  we cont inue,  “day and night , ”  
seeking God – this prayer wi l l  be answered.    
 
There are certain absolutes that  are clearly stated in the 
Bible to be God’s wi l l  f or each bel iever.   This is one of  
them.  God wants us to know Christ ,  and to know His 
purpose in Christ .   Hi s promise is that  i f  we wi l l  seek  Him 
wi th our whole heart  in prayer – and refuse to set t le for 
less – no matter what i t  takes – that  we wi l l  come into a 
knowledge of  Jesus Chri st .    
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Apri l  30 
The Immovable Rock 

 
Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall  sustain 
thee: he shall  never suffer the righteous to be moved.  

(Ps.  55:22)  
 

Here again we see that  God doesn’t  promise to remov e 
burdens – but  tel ls us that  He wi l l  bear them for us in 
Christ .   Nei ther does God promise that  He wi l l  prev ent  
forces f rom trying to move us f rom fai th.  But  He does 
promise that  i f  we t rust  Him that we wi l l  not  be mov ed.  
The bot tom l ine is this:   We wi l l  be as immov able as our  
fai th in God – for God is the eternal ly immovable Rock.  
 
The issue here is not  works.   The issue is FAITH.  Indeed,  
one of  the greatest  burdens,  and that  which might  mov e 
us f rom faith in Christ  the most,  is our fai lure wi th regards 
to works.   Many a bel iev er has col lapsed under the burden 
of  gui l t and condemnat ion because of  the sin that  does so 
easi ly entangle.   The only solut ion is fai th in Christ  – 
despi te our sin and despi te our fai lures.  
 
God nev er demands obedience BEFORE we are al lowed to  
bel iev e.   No.   Rather,  we must bel iev e BEFORE there is 
any hope for obedience.   W ithout  fai th we cannot please 
God – indeed, wi thout  faith we cannot abide in the Vine 
and be nourished by Hi s l i f e.   We cannot stand immovable 
unless our fai th is f i rst  in the Rock.    
 

 
 

May 1 
The Answer for Fear 

 
What t ime I am afraid,  I wi l l  trust in thee.   In God I wil l  
praise his word, in God I have put my trust ; I wi l l  not 

fear what f lesh can do unto me.  (Ps.  56:3-4) 
 

According to scr ipture,  fear is not  merely an emot ion – 
al though we can and do react  emotional ly TO fear.   
Rather,  fear is a spi r i t .   And God has said,  “God has NOT 
giv en us the spi r i t  of  fear,  but  of  power,  lov e,  and a sound 
mind.”  ( I I T im. 1:7) 
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Fear was the f i rst  condi t ion of  Adam af ter his sin.   That  is 
because he saw that  he was naked, that  is,  he saw that  he 
was wi thout  God.  For a bel iev er,  fear is a sense that  God 
has abandoned us – for ANY reason.  We feel as i f  
ev erything depends upon US. 
 
Bel iev ers of ten fear what,  “f lesh can do,” to them – not  
f lesh,  as in other people,  but  thei r  OW N FLESH.  Our 
f lesh wi l l  not  behav e.   And if  we do not  understand the 
Truth,  we may feel af raid and condemned.  
 
God is exhort ing us to put  our t rust ,  not  in our f lesh,  or in 
our works,  but  in Him through Jesus Christ .   Fai th in 
Christ  is completely independent of  anything about us.   I t  
is based solely in His Person,  His lov e, and in what He 
has done.  This alone wi l l  answer fear.  
 

 
 

May 2 
Tears in His Bottle 

 
Thou tel lest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy 

bottle: are they not in thy book?  (Ps.  55:8) 
 

In an hour of  despai r ,  i t  is easy to al low ourselv es to think 
that  i f  God were REALLY wi th us,  and REALLY lov ed us,  
that  He would not  al low us to suf fer.   Yet  He does.   And 
according to thi s v erse,  He is aware,  and cares about,  
ev ery tear we might  shed.  
 
This is not  merely sent imental  poetry.   I t  is God’s way of  
rev eal ing to us that  nothing that  happens to His people 
goes unnot iced,  or i s of  no v alue.   If  God f igurat iv ely 
gathers up ev ery tear in His bot t le,  and records ev ery tear 
in His book,  then ev en though we might  not  understand 
WHY – we can be sure that  there i s a purpose of  God is 
al lowing us to shed tears – ev en if  that  purpose is nothing 
more than to br ing us to the end of  ourselves so that  our  
fai th might  be solely in Christ . 
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May 3 
Jesus Christ is Our Light 

 
For thou hast del ivered my soul from death: wil t  not 

thou del iver my feet from fal l ing,  that I may walk 
before God in the l ight of the l iving?  (Ps.  55:13)  

 
Christ ians are those who hav e been del iv ered f rom death 
through Jesus Chri st ,  but  who are nev ertheless capable of  
stumbl ing and fal l ing.   But  God has promised that  this i s 
not  necessary – He wi l l  always rev eal  the Truth.   But that  
does not  mean we wi l l  embrace i t . 
 
There are t imes in the l i f e of  a bel iev er where we reach a 
crossroads.   Our f lesh and soul  l i f e – perhaps our pr ide --  
might  t ry to pull  us in one di rect ion.   But  the other 
di rect ion is that  of  the Cross,  leading to a greater  
real izat ion of  Jesus Christ .   If  I TRULY want  God’s wi l l  - - 
God promises that  I  wi l l  KNOW the path to take.  
 
We must take that  at t i tude – through much prayer and 
del iberat ion --  that  we want the wi l l  of  God, “no matter the 
cost , ”  and,  “no matter what i t  takes.”  Otherwi se,  we wi l l  
be caught between two opinions and may stumble.  But i f  
we are sold out  to God, our heart  and our minds wi l l  be 
open – and we WILL see the Truth of  God’s wi l l . 
 

 
 

May 4 
The Shadow of His Wings 

 
Be merciful  unto me, O God, be merciful  unto me: for 

my soul trusts in thee: yea,  in the shadow of thy wings 
wil l  I make my refuge, unti l  these calamities be past.   

(Ps.  57:1)  
 

I t  is one thing to assume that  God is going to watch ov er 
us and protect  us – but  i t  is qui te another to  actual ly take 
our refuge UNDER HIS WINGS.  “His wings,” speak of  
int imacy wi th Him in Christ  by FAITH. 
 
Of  course,  the Psalmist  is here using the picture of  a 
mother bi rd that  protects her young.  But  imagine i f  those 
young chicks,  rather than take refuge under her wings,  
walked around simply assuming that  she would protect  
them f rom danger.   The issue here is responsibi l i ty to 
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bel iev e God and to mean business wi th Him – rather than 
to take Him for granted.    
 
Many of  us hav e sl ipped into a ly ing sense of  inv incibi l i ty 
– we think that  because we are chi ldren of  God that  we 
cannot be touched no matter our fai th.   Some of  us 
actual ly bel iev e that  because of  OUR works,  or because of  
OUR supposed fai th,  that  God is somehow requi red to  
make sure we do not  encounter t rouble.   We hav e so l i t t le 
of  a sense of  our weakness,  v ulnerabi l i ty,  and barrenness.   
But  i f  this is our at t i tude,  we are ALREADY in unbel ief ,  
and hav e al ready fal len.   It  is only i f  we real ize that  Jesus 
Christ  is our ALL that  we are t ruly UNDER HIS WINGS. 
 
A l i t t le chick real izes that  wi thout  the mother bi rd al l  is 
lost .   There i s no sense of  inv incibi l i ty simply because the 
mother bi rd is nearby.   Rather,  the chicks abide under her  
wings – they know that  thei r  l i f e is ent i rely dependent  
upon the mother bi rd.   Bel iev ers need to come into the 
real izat ion that  not  only is God our refuge and strength,  
but  that  i f  that  is to mean anything to us,  that  we must  
actual ly abide under Hi s wings by fai th at  al l  t imes.  
 

 
 

May 5 
His Finished Work 

 
I wi l l  cry unto God most high; unto God that performs 

al l  things for me.  (Ps.  57:2)  
 

The foundat ion of  the gospel  of  Jesus Chr ist  is that  in 
Christ ,  i t  is f inished.   W e are nev er told to f inish our  
redempt ion – indeed, we cannot f inish what is al ready  
f inished – i t  is unbel ief  to t ry. 
 
But  God does tel l  us to TAKE POSSESSION by fai th of  
Jesus Christ  and al l  that  is f inished in Him.  W e hav e to 
do this,  f i rst ,  by bel iev ing that  God has f reely giv en us al l  
things in Christ  (Rom. 8:32),  and second, by  real iz ing that  
we hav e nothing to of fer in return.   Then we hav e to 
purposeful ly and del iberately enter into the ful lness of  
Christ  by fai th – solely on the basi s of  HIM; solely on the 
basis of  HIS promise.  
 
To enter into al l  that  Christ  i s by fai th is not  presumpt ion.   
God exhorts us to do so.   I t  is what He wants us to do.  
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Ini t ial ly, there wi l l  come opposi t ion.   I t  wi l l  not  seem as if  
i t  is f inished --  because there wi l l  be,  “giants in the land.”   
But  upon the basis of  the same faith we must STAND in  
what God has giv en and refuse to be moved.  If  we wi l l , 
we wi l l  see that  what God says i s f inished for us i s indeed 
f inished.   God real ly has done al l  things for us IN 
CHRIST.   

 

 
 

May 6 
Do We Really Want the Truth? 

 
God shall  send forth his mercy and his tru th.   (Ps.  

57:3)  
 
One of  the biggest  quest ionsthat  each bel iever must  ask  
is this:   Do we real ly want the Truth?  Do we want the 
Truth,  ev en if  i t  exposes and ov erturns what we hav e 
bel iev ed?  Do we want the Truth i f  i t means that  we wi l l  be 
reduced and shown as nothing?  Do we want the Truth i t i f  
means we must suf fer the loss of  al l  things – especial ly of  
inward things such as pr ide,  sel f -r ighteousness,  and 
spi r i tual  ambit ion?  

 
Regardless of  how we answer,  and whether we actual ly 
mean i t ,  the fact  is that  God has only ONE Truth.   And 
ev en though we wi l l  not  see i t  f ul ly in this age,  the Truth 
of  God in Jesus Chri st  is going to  be sent  forth – i t  is 
going to gov ern al l .  There wi l l  be no places to hide.   And 
just  as is the case now, the quest ion wi l l  remain:   Do we 
real ly want the Truth of  God? 
 
We might  as wel l  ask:   Do we want Jesus Christ?  For the 
kingdom of  God IS NOW coming,  and the Truth of  God in 
Christ  Jesus IS NOW  being sent  forth.   And we are RIGHT 
NOW answering that  quest ion.    

 

 
 

May 7 
A Heart that is Fixed 

 
My heart is f ixed, O God, my heart is f ixed: I wi l l  sing 

and give praise.   (Ps.  57:7)  
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“A f ixed heart , ”  is one that  has decided for God.  I t  is one 
that  has decided that  no matter what,  regardless of  what i t  
takes,  and no matter the cost ,  I  am going to bel iev e and 
giv e myself  to Jesus Christ .  
 
God has nev er told us to f ix ourselv es.   He has nev er told 
us to go through programs to make oursel ves look l ike 
Jesus.   No.   Rather,  He has requi red only one thing:   By 
fai th,  lose your l i f e to Christ .   By fai th,  come to the Cross.   
By faith,  abandon yoursel f  to Him.  By nature we own 
ourselv es – God simply requi res that  we rel inquish that  
ownership.   W e can begin by asking God, “ to do whatev er 
i t  takes,” to make i t  real  in us.  
 
Now, you wi l l  note that  the resul t  of  such a conv iction is 
not  to be miserable.   I t  is not  to mourn ov er losing my l i f e 
to Christ .   It  is not  sel f -occupat ion or a sel f -absorbed 
misery.   No.   Rather,  the resul t  is to sing and to prai se 
God.  Misery is always the resul t  of  being occupied wi th  
ourselv es.   Singing and rejoicing is always the resul t  of  
being occupied wi th Jesus Christ .   
 

 
 

May 8 
The Reward for the Righteous 

 
So that a man shall  say,  Veri lythere is a reward for the 
righteous: veri ly he is a God that judges in the earth.   

(Ps.  58:12 
 

The moment we begin to talk about REWARDS f rom God 
for a Christ ian – rewards for our works or serv ice – there 
ought to ar i se in us a quest ion;  there ought to ar ise in us 
a discomfort .   For how can i t  be that  God would reward us 
for anything?  Such a not ion is contrary to ev erything 
taught in the New Testament.  

 
For example,  Paul  states that  God has g iv en us ALL 
things f reely in Jesus Chri st .   (Rom. 8:32)  But  i f  that  is 
the case,  what does God hav e lef t  to giv e as a reward – in  
addi t ion to Christ?   

 
Another example:  Doesn’t  the Bible say God wi l l  reward 
us according to our works?  W ell ,  what works?  Ev ery 
inward thought,  inward at t i tude,  outward at t i tude and work  
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– these are ALL works – they are al l  produced by us.   But  
i f  God is going to gather al l  of  these works up,  and weigh 
the good against  the bad,  how much of  a reward do you 
think you wi l l  receive?  Furthermore,  what  is a GOOD 
work?  How good is good enough?  Are any  of  our works 
t ruly pure? 
 
There is obv iously some other meaning to those v erses 
that  state that  God is going to reward us according to our  
works.   And that  other meaning is that  FAITH is the work  
of  God.  (John 6:29)  In other words,  i f  we put  ourselv es 
aside,  and put  our fai th solely in Jesus Christ ,  then our  
reward wi l l  BE CHRIST – and through Him we wi l l  be able 
to experience al l  that  God has to giv e.    
 
If  the reward of  God was only for the r ighteous,  then how 
could we stand?  But  i f ,  by fai th,  our r ighteousness is the 
Person of  Jesus Christ  who dwel ls in us,  then we are the 
r ighteousness of  God IN HIM – and God wi l l  judge us 
worthy of  al l  that  Christ  is worthy.   W e can be co-hei rs in  
Him. 

 

 
 

May 9 
God is My Strength 

 
Unto thee, O my strength,  wil l  I sing: for God is my 

defense, and the God of my mercy.  (Ps.  59:17)  
 

God nev er promises to GIVE us strength or power.   
Rather,  He giv es us Christ  – who IS the power of  God.  ( I  
Cor.  1:24 and I I  Cor.  4:7)   
 
We must see this Truth.   Chri st ians of ten pray that  God 
would make us strong.   But  i t  is God’s desi re to show us 
to be weak – so that  we might , by fai th, abide in Christ  as 
our st rength.  
 
Jesus Christ  has joined Himself  to believ ers and is one 
wi th them in spi r i t .   ( I  Cor.  6:17)  I t  i s only i f  God shows 
us to be weak in ourselv es – in our natural  man – that  we 
wi l l  take our place in His cross and abide i n HIM as our  
st rength.  
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Jesus Christ  IS the power of  God – we are to,  “be strong 
in the power of  HIS MIGHT.”  We do this by fai th against  
al l  that  would come against  us.  
 

 
 

May 10 
God Has Spoken 

 
God has spoken in his holiness; I wi l l  rejoice.   (Ps.  

60:6)  
 
In both the Old and New Testaments,  the word for 
HOLINESS carr ies the meaning of  being,  “set  apart , ”  for 
God – in other words,  that  which is holy belongs to God.   
Thus,  to say  that ,  “God has spoken in His hol iness,” is to  
af f i rm that  His words,  “belong to Him,” that  is,  His words 
are f rom out  of  Himself .   They carry His character.  
 
This af f i rms what we ought to al ready know:  That  God 
does not  rev eal  anything but  TRUTH, and does not  lead 
people in any path other than hol iness in  Christ .   The 
not ion that  God wi l l  somet imes give v isions and words 
that  are contrary to the Truth is absurd.   He does not ,  for 
example,  give v isions of  Mary,  or work miracles by the 
hand of  the wicked.   Those,  i f  they are real ,  are f rom 
another source.  
 
Hebrews 1:1 says that  God today is speaking in His Son – 
the Greek says,  “Son-wise.”  Jesus Christ  is the,  
“ language,” that  God is speaking – God is speaking 
through an ongoing rev elation of  His Son in His people.   
This is how God pr imari ly speaks in His hol iness today – 
and i f  we hear Him, we wi l l  become holy;  become those 
who belong to God through Jesus Chri st .   That  t ruly is 
something in which to rejoice. 
 

 
 

May 11 
In Christ Alone is Power 

 
Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of man.  

Through God we shall  do val iantly: for he it  is that 
shall  tread down our enemies.  (Ps.  60:11-12)  
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Man can prov ide a certain amount of  temporal  help.   But  
no man can del iv er another f rom the forces of  ev i l ,  or the 
forces of  our own nature.  
 
The help of  man is VAIN when t r ials come  – useless and 
futi le – and,  “ the help of  man,” includes help f rom the 
resources found wi thin our own natural  man, personal i ty,  
wi ts,  and wi l l  power.   One of  the purposes of  God in 
al lowing t r ials is to prov e to us that  there is NOTHING in 
us that  we can cal l  upon.  He wants to br ing us to the end 
of  ourselv es so that  in seeing thi s Truth we might  turn to 
Christ  in faith for ALL.  
 
In Christ  alone can we t read down the t rue enemies – the 
spi r i tual  forces of  ev i l ,  along wi th our own nature.   But 
God does not  merely giv e us a power because of  Christ  – 
as i f  power is separate f rom Christ .   Rather,  He gives us 
Christ  Himsel f  – and the ex tent  that  we abide in Him by 
fai th,  Christ ,  the power of  God, is there.   ( I  Cor.  1:24)  

 

 
 

May 12 
The Rock that is Higher Than I 

 
From the end of the earth wil l  I cry unto thee, when my 

heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is 
higher than I.   (Ps.  61:2)  

 
Imagine a great  f lood coming down upon you.   The power  
and the depth of  the waters are going to completely 
ov erwhelm you.   You hav e no t ime to escape.  But  just  a  
short  distance away there is a large ROCK – i t is higher 
than your height ;  higher than the depth of  the waters.   Get 
upon that  Rock and you wi l l  escape the f lood.  
 
This is what is being pictured in this Psalm.  You wi l l  note 
that  there is no thought here of  God remov ing the waters,  
or of  Him even remov ing you f rom the path of  the waters.   
No.   Rather,  there is only a Rock that  is higher than you – 
a Rock that  wi l l  l i f t you abov e the waters.   Jesus Christ  is 
that  Rock and He cannot be mov ed.   
 
This is what God of ten seeks to do in the l i f e of  the 
bel iev er.  God wi l l  not  spare us t r ials.   But He wi l l  rev eal  
to us His Son in a way that  wi l l  enable us to abide in  
Christ  ABOVE the t r ials – that  is,  the t r ials wi l l  not  drag us 
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down under IF we wi l l  run to the Rock.   Instead of  l iv ing 
f rom out  of  our soul ,  we wi l l  learn to l ive f rom out  of  Christ  
by the power of  His resurrect ion.  
 
Bel iev ers MUST learn this Truth by experience.   W e MUST 
learn to l iv e f rom out  of  Christ ,  W ho is the Rock that  i s 
higher than ourselv es.   Only then wi l l  the v ictory of  Christ  
that  He won FOR us be worked out  IN US. 
 

 
 

May 13 
The Strong Tower 

 
For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a st rong 

tower from the enemy.   I wi ll  abide in thy tabernacle 
for ever: I wi l l  trust in the covert of thy wings. Selah.  

(Ps.  61:3-4)  
 

One of  the most of ten repeated themes of  the Psalms is 
the fai thfulness of  God.  Again and again we are told that  
God is our st rength,  our st rong tower,  our fort ress,  etc.   
Of  course,  al l  of  this points towards the Truth that  Jesus 
Christ  in us is our l i f e and our ALL.  He alone is our  
salv ation.  
 
But  we do hav e to bel iev e.   God is not  going to come 
down and grab ahold of  us and make our fears,  hurts,  and 
unbel ief  to go away.   No.   W e must bel ieve – and i f  we 
bel iev e – at  some point  we must del iberately and 
proact iv ely put  our fai th in Christ  as our  shel ter,  our  
tabernacle,  and come under,  “His wings.”   And then,  
hav ing down that ,  we must refuse to be mov ed. 
 
Nev er think that  i f  you put  your fai th in Jesus Christ  that  
you wi l l  FEEL strong,  or FEEL as i f  God is wi th you.   No.   
This is not  about how you FEEL – i t  is about HIS 
fai thfulness regardless of  how you feel .  Once we choose 
to del iberately put  our fai th in Christ  we need to keep i t 
there through the same resolv e.  God has promised,  and 
we must decide,  despi te anything that  would suggest  
otherwise,  whether we bel iev e Him. 
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May 14 
Waiting Upon God 

 
Truly my soul waits upon God: from him cometh my 

salvation.   He only is my rock and my salvation; he is 
my defense; I shal l  not be greatly moved.  (Ps.  62:1-2)  

 
One of  the most dif f icul t  things to do i s W AIT UPON GOD.  
When things are going bad,  and we are perhaps suf fer ing 
loss,  i t  is so easy to want to take act ion.   But  despi te the 
temperamental nature of  our natural  soul  – despi te the 
tendency to want to DO something --  we need to wai t  upon 
God. 
 
This is not  to suggest  that  l i f e in Christ  is a l i f e of  
passiv ity – a l i f e of  simply wai t ing for God to do 
something.   Of  course,  there are seasons just  l ike that  –  
wherein we can do nothing.   But  ev en if  we are in such a 
season, we can proact iv ely take possession of  al l  that  
Christ  is by fai th – we can be qui te act iv e in our fai th al l  
the whi le wai t ing upon God in the outward.  
 
To WAIT upon God is simply a matter of  giv ing yoursel f  to 
Him for His wi l l .  It  is a matter of  want ing nothing more,  
and nothing less,  than what He wants – and we can desi re  
this ev en if  we do not  know what He wants.   We wai t  upon 
God in the sense of  refusing to act  f rom out  of  our wi l l ,  
our f lesh,  and f rom out  of  our agenda.  No.   We want only  
to move in fai th according to His wi l l  in Jesus Christ .  
 

 
 

May 15 
Our Humanity 

 
Truly my soul waits upon God: from him cometh my 

salvation.   He only is my rock and my salvation; he is 
my defense; I shal l  not be greatly moved.  (Ps.  62:1-2)  

 
This phrase,  “ I  shal l  be GREATLY mov ed,” is encouraging,  
because i t  shows i t  is possible for a person to be in  
turmoil  emotional ly – to be as unstable as can be in thei r  
natural  man – yet  to nev ertheless be t rust ing the Lord.  
 
Do we real ize that  we cannot bel iev e God wi th our  
emot ions?  Emotions are no indicat ion of  Truth or error –  
and nei ther do they indicate whether we bel iev e one or  
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the other.   Emot ions are REACTORS.  They are not  the 
source of  Truth,  and they are not  BELIEVERS. 
 
If  we were to bel iev e our emot ions we would be great ly 
mov ed.  But  i f  we bel iev e and t rust  the Lord,  we wi l l  not  
be GREATLY mov ed because He is the ROCK – He is 
nev er moved. 
 
God knows our f rame.  He knows that  emot ional ly we are 
usual ly al l  ov er the place.   Emot ions can move us – but  i f  
our fai th is t ruly in Christ ,  they cannot mov e us but  a l i t t le.   
We cannot be great ly moved if  our t rust  is in Christ .  
 

 
 

May 16 
The Lord is My Salvation 

 
Truly my soul waits upon God: from him cometh my 

salvation.   He only is my rock and my salvation; he is 
my defense; I shal l  not be greatly moved.  (Ps.  62:1-2)  

 
Through Jesus Chri st ,  God does not  merely give us a 
THING, or a CLASSIFICATION, cal led,  “salvation.”  No.   
Rather,  Chri st  in us IS our salv at ion. 
 
Jesus said,  “ I  am the LIFE.”  Thus,  i f  we are joined to the 
Lord and one spi r i t  wi th Him (I Cor.  6:17),  we are al iv e in 
Him – indeed, He IS our l i f e.   (Col .  3:4)  There i s no l i f e 
apart  f rom being joined in spi r i t  to Jesus Christ .  
 
If  Jesus Chri st  is our l i f e;  is our salv at ion – then can we 
see why Paul  is able to say that ,  “God has giv en us ALL 
THINGS f reely in His Son?”  (Rom. 8:32)  For what is not  
included in LIFE?  Nothing,  except  death.   Therefore, i f  
Jesus Chri st  is our l i f e, then Jesus Chri st  is our ALL.  Al l  
that  God has for humani ty is giv en in the Person of  Jesus 
Christ  wi th W hom we are made one in spi r i t . 
 

 
 

May 17 
Living By Faith 

 
Trust in Him at al l  t imes.  (Ps.  62:8)  
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Christ ians are to walk by fai th – that  is why they are 
cal led BELIEVERS.  This means that  we bel iev e and t rust  
God cont inual ly – not  just  when things go bad.   To t rust  
God at  al l  t imes is real ly a matter of  hav ing lost  our l iv es 
to Him – a matter of  ful ly rel inquishing oursel ves to Him. 
 
Fai th is NOT a FORCE.  Those who teach that  fai th is a 
force are betraying an incredible bl indness to the Truth of  
God.  Rather,  fai th is a RELATIONSHIP.  I t is a 
relat ionship of  t rust ,  rel iance,  and dependence – i t  is the 
motiv at ion behind a LIFE that  is ful ly given ov er to Jesus 
Christ .    
 
A bel iever is to t rust  God at al l  t imes – both during the 
good t imes and the bad t imes.   W e are to t rust  God at  ALL 
t imes because regardless,  He is our l i f e and Lord.  
 

 
 

May 18 
The Shadow of His Wings 

 
Because thou hast been my help,  therefore in the 

shadow of thy wings wil l  I rejoice.   (Ps.  63:7) 
 

There is protect ion,  “under Hi s wings,” but  somet imes 
when we are under His wings we are in a shadow.  Things 
are dark to us;  we do not  understand the One who 
protects us.   But  that  is perfectly f ine.   It  is not  necessary  
to ful ly understand God in order to t rust  Him.  W e can 
t rust  that  HE understands,  and wi l l  be fai thful to us.  
 
Hebrews states,  “W ithout  fai th i t  is impossible to please 
God.  For he that  comes to God must bel ieve that  He is,  
and that  He is a rewarder (responder) to them that 
di l igent ly seek Him.”  (Heb. 11:6)  In order to come under 
His wings – to draw near to God --  we must bel ieve that  
He is there for us.   W e must bel iev e He has inv i ted us to  
come – and that  He wi l l  welcome us wi th open arms.  This 
is fai th in not  only the Word of  God, but  in His character  
as fai thful . 
 
We wi l l  nev er come to understand God through 
brainpower.   But  the Bible says,  “by fai th we understand.”   
(Heb. 11:3)  So God wi l l  br ing understanding – but  i t  can 
happen only i f  we f i rst  bel iev e and abide under His wings.  
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May 19 
The Wiles of the Devil 

 
Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked; from 

the insurrection of the workers of iniquity:  (Ps.  64:2)  
 

Regarding Satan,  Paul  said,  “W e are not  ignorant  of  his 
dev ices.”  ( I I  Cor.  2:11)  The Greek word for,  “dev ices,”  
means,  “a calculated method.”  Satan has a calculated 
method as to how to cause bel iev ers to stumble.    
 
The access point  of  Satan in the l i f e of  the bel iev er is the 
SOUL nature – the natural  man.  Satan knows our  
vulnerable points.   And whi le he cannot touch the new 
man in Christ ,  and cannot force ev en our natural  man to 
do anything,  he wi l l  at tempt to deceive us – he wi l l  
at tempt to play upon our soul  in way calcula ted to get t ing 
us to v oluntar i ly choose error.    
 
For example,  i f  we are giv en to bel iev ing our emot ions,  
Satan wi l l  inci te emotions that  wi l l  make us FEEL as i f  
God is unfai thful .  Or he wi l l  seek to make us FEAR – and 
then get  us to act  f rom out  of  that  fear. 
 
These are the,  “counsel s of  the wicked.”  Our prayer to  
God is that  He might  keep us al iv e and alert  to Christ ;  that  
He might  rev eal  Christ  in us so that  regardless of  the 
dev ices of  Satan we wi l l  continue in the Truth.   The, 
“hiding place,” f rom decept ion is Jesus Christ  – we need 
to keep an open heart  that  wi l l  embrace the Truth in Christ  
as God rev eals Him. 

 

 
 

May 20 
Glad in the Lord 

 
The righteous shall  be glad in the LORD, and shall  

trust in him; and al l the upright in heart shall  glory.   
(Ps.  64:10)  

 
Of ten when God is working we don’t  ful ly understand what  
He is doing.   I t  may even seem as i f  He is doing 
NOTHING, or that  He is indif ferent  to us.   The purpose of  
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God mandates such seasons of  si lence,  perplex i ty,  and 
struggle,  because IF we press on in Chri st  we wi l l  come 
into a greater real ization of  Him, and grow in faith.   And 
when we do come into a greater knowledge of  Jesus we 
wi l l  be GLAD – we wi l l  rejoice in those t imes that  seemed 
to be so impossible whi le we were in them. 
 
Many mature saints can test i f y to the fact  that  as di f f icul t 
as some tr ials hav e been – they would not  t rade them for 
anything.   For what there is of  Christ  that  they hav e seen 
is pr iceless – and they could hav e seen in no other way.  
 
Jesus said,  “A woman when she is in t rav ai l  hath sorrow,  
because her hour is come: but  as soon as she is del iv ered 
of  the chi ld,  she remembers no more the anguish,  for joy  
that  a man is born into the world.   And ye now therefore 
hav e sorrow: but  I  wi l l  see you again,  and your heart  shal l  
rejoice,  and your joy no man takes f rom you.”  (John 
16:21-22)  This is a spi r i tual  picture of  how this pr inciple  
works.   When we are,  “ in labor, ”  our at tent ion is upon the 
pain.   But when, “ the chi ld is born,”  we no longer focus 
upon the pain,  but  upon the chi ld.   At  that  point ,  we are 
GLAD for what God has done; GLAD in the Lord.  
 

 
 

May 21 
A New Humanity in Christ 

 
Iniquities prevail  against me: as for our 

transgressions, thou shalt purge them away.  (Ps.  
65:3)  

 
The fundamental  problem wi th humani ty is not  found in 
what we DO.  Rather,  i t  is found in what we ARE.  And 
that  is precisely why,  i f  lef t  to ourselv es,  iniqui ty wi l l  
always prev ail .   You cannot solv e what you ARE wi th law.   
You might  al ter your outward conduct  to a degree,  but  just  
about the only impact  you wi l l  hav e upon the inward man 
is that  you wi l l  make a sel f -righteous Pharisee out  of  
yoursel f .   And that  is also SIN – and in some cases – a 
worse condi t ion.  
 
The only way in which to solv e the problem of  what you 
are is to become something else.   But  there is no way for 
us to accompl ish this – because we hav e only the same 
corrupt  US to do the job.   Thus,  we need ANOTHER – One 
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who is,  “other than ourselv es” to do this for us.   W e need 
this OTHER to make i t  possible for us to become a 
dif ferent  kind of  human being.  
 
Through Jesus Christ ,  God has not  simply f ixed what is 
wrong wi th the Adam race.   Rather,  He has brought a f inal 
end to the Adam race through the death of  Christ .   But  
then through His resurrect ion there is a NEW race – a 
dif ferent  kind of  humani ty.  This,  “new man,” is one who is 
one wi th God.  
 
This means that  God has done more than must f ix  what we 
DO.  He has,  in His Son, f ixed what we are.   We were 
born in Adam.  But now we hav e been born f rom abov e in 
Christ  Jesus.  
 

 
 

May 22 
An Awesome Righteousness 

 
By terrible things in righteousness wilt  thou answer 

us,  O God of our salvation;  (Ps.  65:5)  
 

When the Engl ish t ranslat ion of  the OT uses the word,  
“ terr ible,”  i t usual ly misses the mark.  The Hebrew word 
real ly speaks of  that  which is AW ESOME and IMMENSE.  
The Psalmist  is declar ing that ,  “by AWESOME things in 
r ighteousness,” God wi l l  answer.”  
 
You wi l l  note that  everything that  God does – and ev ery 
rev elat ion of  Himsel f  that  God giv es – is in 
RIGHTEOUSNESS.  Sure.  God IS r ighteousness;  Jesus 
Christ  is the r ighteousness of  God in a Person.   In fact , 
God has made Jesus to be unto US – righteousness.   ( I 
Cor.  1:30)  Nev er say that  God wi l l  rev eal  Himself  any old 
way – that  He wi l l  compromise wi th Himself  in order to 
approach humani ty.   No.   He nev er has and nev er wi l l .  
God is cal l ing humani ty to Jesus Christ .   We are to be 
adjusted to Him – not  He to us.  
 
Righteousness is simply a matter of  being,  yes,  “r ight  wi th  
God,” but  more so,  “r ighteousness,” is a matter of  being,  
“r ight  FOR God.”  W e are to l iv e at  one wi th God forev er 
in Christ  Jesus.   This is indeed AW ESOME – and al l  of  
God’s doings are unto that  end.  
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May 23 
He Who Holds Us 

 
O bless our God, ye people,  and make the voice of his 
praise to be heard: Which holds our soul in l i fe,  and 

suffers not our feet to be moved.  (Ps.  66:8-9)  
 

Each chi ld of  God is in Hi s hand.  That  means that  there 
is nothing that  can come into our l iv es except i t  be ei ther  
permi tted,  or wi l led,  by our Heav enly Father.   That  ought 
to be a great  comfort .  For in the l i f e of  the bel iev er there 
is going to be suf fer ing,  and ev en loss.   Yet  the God who 
holds us nei ther slumbers nor sleeps.   As Jesus said,  
“Your Heav enly Father knows.”  
 
There are bel iev ers who think that  they are at  the mercy 
of  the forces of  darkness or at  the mercy of  men.  
Somet imes they blame thei r  own sin and unbel ief  on these 
forces – as i f  something came upon them and made them 
do what they did not  want to do.   No.  If  you t rust  God 
NOTHING can mov e you.   God wi l l  not  al low i t . 
 
I t  is possible for us to get  out  of  God’s wi l l  through 
unbel ief .   But  in that  case,  God has not  given us ov er to 
forces that  are beyond us.   No.   Rather,  WE hav e mov ed 
outside of  the wi l l  of  God by our own choice.   Yet any 
consequences that  come upon us wi l l  be used by God to  
br ing us to repentance and turn us back to Him.  They are 
the chast isements of  the Lord.  
 
If  we keep our heart  open to God and wal k wi th Him in 
fai th as far as we know – and how can do more than,  “as 
far as we know?” – then God wi l l  not  al low anything 
beyond us to force our feet  to be mov ed f rom our stand in  
Christ  by fai th.  The Lord has us in His hand.  

 

 
 

May 24 
The Trial  of Faith 

 
For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us,  as 
si lver is tried.   Thou brought us into the net; thou laid 

affl iction upon our loins.   Thou hast caused men to 
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ride over our heads; we went through fire and through 
water: but thou brought us out into a wealthy place.   

(Ps.  66:10-12)  
 

In his epi st le,  Peter states,  “ the t r ial  of  your fai th,  being 
much more precious than of  gold that  perishes,  though i t  
be t r ied by f i re.”   In this v erse he is not  referr ing to gold 
as precious,  al though i t  is.   He is saying that  the TRIAL 
i tsel f  – the t r ial  of  fai th is more precious than a t r ial  of  
gold.  
 
HOW and W HY is gold t r ied?  Gold is t r ied by f i re,  but  not  
in order to f ind out  i f  i t IS gold.   No.   Gold is t ried to 
PURIFY i t  – to make i t  pure gold wi thout  mix ture.   And in 
that  process al l  of  the impuri ties are brought  out ,  come to 
the surface,  and are discarded.  This is al l  typical  of  the 
t r ial  of  faith – in the process there is a lot  of  ugl iness that  
is brought to the surface.   But  i f  we confess and repent  
and stand fast  by fai th in Christ ,  what wi l l  emerge is a 
more pure faith. 
 
Is this not ,  “a weal thy place?”  W hen we hav e passed 
through the suf fer ing and hav e a greater real izat ion of  
Jesus Chri st  – i t  is then that  we hav e discov ered great  
weal th – the pearl  of  great  pr ice – the Person of  Jesus 
Christ .   And because we hav e a greater real izat ion of  Him, 
our fai th is al l  the more pure – solely in Him. 

 

 
 

May 25 
No Place for Iniquity 

 
If  I regard iniquity in my heart,  the Lord wil l  not hear 

me:  But veri ly God hath heard me; he hath attended to 
the voice of my prayer.   (Ps.  66:18-19)  

 
“To regard,” iniqui ty in my heart  would be to make a home 
for i t .  I t would mean that  I  want i t ;  that  I just i f y i t . 
 
Now, don’t  m isunderstand.   Simply because iniqui ty 
APPEALS to my f lesh,  or makes me feel  good, does not  
mean I hav e made a home for i t .  The issue here is MY 
WILL.  I t  is qui te possible to be entangled in a sinful  habi t  
and yet  hate i t .  In that  case,  I  am not  regarding iniqui ty.  
I  am crying out  to God for del iverance.  
 



 127

There are a number of  ways to,  “regard in iqui ty. ”    For 
example,  we could simply t ry to hide i t ; or close of f  a 
port ion of  our l i f e f rom God.  Or,  we could refuse to cry  
out  to God for del iverance.   Another way to regard iniqui ty 
would be to,  “make prov ision for the f lesh” – in other 
words,  reserv e a reserv at ion for sin. 
 
But  for a Christ ian,  this cannot go on for long – the 
conv iction of  the spi r i t  of  God is going to abide upon such 
a person.   I f ,  despi te our abiding sin,  we turn to God and 
ask Him, “ to do whatev er i t  takes,” to set  us f ree,  then we 
are not  regarding iniqui ty – rather,  we are regarding Jesus 
Christ .  
 

 
 

May 26 
The Kingdom of God 

 
O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: for thou 
shalt judge the people righteously,  and govern the 

nations upon earth.  Selah.  (Ps.  67:4)  
 

The kingdom of  God is not  merely a PLACE ov er which 
God rules.   No.   Rather,  the kingdom of  God is God’s rule  
i tsel f  – i t  is His sov ereignty.   Places and people are IN the 
kingdom if  God gov erns them. 
 
This is why Jesus stated that ,  “ the kingdom of  God does 
not  come in a way that  can be observed wi th the 
eyes….the kingdom of  God is wi thin you.”   (see Luke 
17:20-21)  
 
Jesus Christ  IN HIS PEOPLE i s the kingdom of  God at  the 
core – Jesus i s the King,  and al l  those over which He 
rules are IN the kingdom; the kingdom is in them.  This is 
the basis of  the kingdom of  God:  Jesus Christ  in us.  
 
I t  would not  be much of  a kingdom of  God if  people in 
whom there was no kingdom populated i t .   I t  would be a 
hol low shel l .   No.   The kingdom of  God is f i rst  IN God’s 
people through Christ .   That  is being estab l ished in this 
age.   But  then,  in the nex t age,  on the basis of  Christ  in 
His people,  Jesus Christ  wi l l  gov ern al l  of  the nat ions of  
the earth.      
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May 27 
Let God Arise 

 
Let God arise.   (Ps.  68:1)  

 
God is NOT doing,  “a new thing,” today.   Rather,  He is 
doing exact ly what He has always been doing:   Rev eal ing 
Christ  in His people.   But  rather than be a passiv e or 
stat ic purpose,  God’s purpose is cont inual ly upward.   Let  
God ar ise – in other words,  let  God move us on into the 
ful lness of  Jesus Chri st .  
 
The problem is that  most  people hav e not  seen what God 
is doing.   Thus,  when God ar ises,  we cl ing to t radi t ion.  
We cl ing to our comfort  zones.  Therefore,  we won’t  join 
Him.  We cl ing to the same old rel igious pract ices and 
bel iefs – and remain bl ind to Jesus Christ .  
 
We can always tel l  when God ar ises and wants to take us 
on – our fai th wi l l  be exposed as hav ing been in dead 
rel igion.   W e wi l l  not  be able to stay in that  place;  in that  
hol low relat ionship wi th God.  We wi l l  ar ise wi th God and 
al low Him to reveal  in us His Son.  
 

 
 

May 28 
Spiri tual  Gifts 

 
Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity 

captive: thou hast received gifts for men; yea,  for the 
rebell ious also, that the LORD God might dwell  among 

them.  (Ps.  68:18)  
 

Paul ,  in his epist le to the Ephesians,  quotes this Psalm:  
But  unto ev ery one of  us i s giv en grace according to the 
measure of  the gif t of  Christ .  W herefore he says,  W hen he 
ascended up on high,  he led capt iv ity capt ive,  and gav e 
gif ts unto men.  (Eph. 4:7-8) 
 
You wi l l  note that  Paul  changes the wording.   The Psalm 
says that  Christ  RECEIVED gi f ts for men.  Paul  quotes i t 
as Christ  GIVING gif ts unto men.  Which is t rue?  Both.   
Jesus RECEIVED gi f ts for men so that  He could GIVE gif ts 
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to men.  And you wi l l  also note that  the gi f ts spoken of  are 
ALL of ,  “ the gif t  of  Christ . ” 
 
People make the mistake of  chopping up what God has 
giv en us into two categories:   W hat is in Jesus,  and what  
is in the Spi r i t  of  God.  Usual ly,  salv ation is at t r ibuted to  
Christ ,  and ev erything else is at t r ibuted to the Holy Spi r i t .  
This is nev er done in the Bible.   God has f reely giv en us 
ALL THINGS in Jesus Chri st .   But  Jesus dwel ls in us by  
the means of  the Holy Spi r i t .  What this means i s that  ALL 
is of  Christ  – the f rui ts,  the gif ts,  etc.   Sure.   Christ  is our 
l i f e, and ev erything is of  His l i f e.    
 
What this means is that  ev en the gif ts of  the spi r i t  are of  
Christ  Himself  – unto the edif icat ion of  the body.   There 
are not  two sources of  what God has given.   There is 
ONE:  Jesus Christ ,  but  through the spi r i t  of  God. 
 

 
 

May 29 
Victory Over Death  

 
He that is our God is the God of salvation; and unto 

GOD the Lord belong the issues f rom death.   (Ps.  
68:20)  

 
This Psalm does not  say that  death issues f rom God.  No.   
I t  says that  the issues of  death belong to God.  I t is a 
prophecy of  the ful l  v ictory of  Jesus Christ  ov er death 
i tsel f . 
 
When Jesus Christ  rose f rom the dead, i t was not  a matter 
of  God simply reversing His death.   Rather,  i t  was a 
matter of  Jesus ful ly tast ing death for al l  humani ty, 
passing through i t ,  and being raised a NEW creat ion.   In  
other words,  Jesus did not  walk out  of  the tomb exact ly as 
He was before He was cruci f ied.   No.   He arose as the 
f i rst -born f rom out  of  death – a brand new creat ion;  a  
brand new kind of  humani ty. 
 
This was a ful l  v ictory over death:   To taste death and be 
raised;  to pass through death and not  to be able to be 
held by i t .   As Paul  says,  “Death is swal lowed up in 
v ictory.   O death,  where is thy st ing? O grav e,  
where is thy v ictory?The st ing of  death is sin;  and the 
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strength of  sin is the law.But thanks be to  God, which 
giv es us the v ictory through our Lord Jesus Christ . ”  
 

 
 

May 30 
Strength in the Clouds 

 
Ascribe ye strength unto God: his excellencyis over 

Israel ,  and his st rength is in the clouds.  O God, thou 
art terrible out of thy holy places: the God of Israel  is 

he that gives strength and power unto his people.  
Blessed be God.  (Ps.  68:34-35)  

 
God’s strength is,  “ in the clouds.”  This is a prophet ic 
reference to the fact  that  God is not  only a spi r i t ,  but 
gov erns al l  by His spi r i t .   In contex t,  this is why the Psalm 
says that  God’s excel lency is ov er Israel  and is awesome 
out  of  the holy places.  
 
We tend to think of  the spi r i tual  as LESS real  and ev en as 
LESS powerful  than the physical .   But  the opposi te is 
real ly the Truth.   Indeed, the way in which God today,  
“giv es strength and power unto His people,”  is not  
physical ly.   God gives power IN CHRIST, W ho is the 
power of  God.  ( I  Cor.  1:24) 
 
Before Jesus ascended, He said that  He had been giv en 
al l  power and authori ty.   That  leav es NONE outside of  
Him.  Thus,  God does not  giv e us an amount of  power and 
authori ty.   No.   Rather,  He giv es us Christ  – in whom is al l  
power and authori ty.   Therefore,  i t  is only as we are made 
weak in ourselv es,  and abide in Christ ,  that  the power of  
Christ  can work in our l ives.  
 

 
 

May 31 
Christ,  the Solid Ground 

 
Save me, O God; for the waters are come in unto my 

soul.   I sink in deep mire,  where there is no standing: I 
am come into deep waters,  where the floods overflow 
me.  I am weary of my crying: my throat is dried: mine 

eyes fai l  while I wait for my God.  (Ps.  69:1-3) 
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Here we see a picture of  a person who i s be ing tossed to  
and f ro by the t r ials of  l i f e and the forces of  the enemy.  
Pictured by waters,  the t r ials of  l i f e not  only surround him 
--  but  hav e got ten inside of  him.  It  is one thing to be IN 
dif f icul t c i rcumstances,  but  i t is qui te another once they  
get  INTO US – and begin to mov e us f rom fai th in Jesus 
Christ .  
 
This real ly IS the bat t le – to be able to walk through the 
waters and the f lood and to get  wet on the outside,  but  to  
stand fast  by fai th on the inside.   And yet  there i sn’t  any  
way to grow to be able to do that  except  by experience.  
 
God may al low us to come to the end of  our rope – as i s 
pictured in this Psalm.  But  that  is good because we need 
a new rope – Jesus Christ .   Jesus Chri st  is the only sol id  
ground upon which a bel iev er can stand against  the 
f loodwaters of  the enemy. 

 

 
 

June 1 
The All  Knowing God 

 
O God, You know my foolishness; and my sins are not 

hid from thee.  (Ps.  69:5)  
 

If  you hav e spent any t ime around l i t t le chi ldren,  you know 
that  one of  the things that  they do when they don’t  want  
you to see them is cov er thei r  eyes.   Somehow, in thei r  
l i tt le minds,  they think that  i f  they cannot see you that  you 
cannot see them.  What really happens,  howev er, is that  
they cannot see you but  you certainly can see them. 
 
People do thi s wi th God.  In our deceiv ed minds,  we think  
that  we can hide our sin f rom God.  We cover i t.   Of ten, 
this is not  ev en deliberate.   I t  is simply what human 
beings do.   Examine Adam af ter his sin.   He cov ered his 
nakedness wi th f ig leav es.   Human beings hav e been 
doing the same thing ev er since.  
 
We need to real ize that  nothing we do can hide us f rom 
God.  No f ig leaf ,  no wal l ,  no barr ier,  and no exercise of  
our imaginat ion,  can keep Him f rom seeing us.   But  i t  is a 
fact that  every one of  those things can keep us f rom 
seeing God.  W hen those l i t t le chi ldren t ry to keep us f rom 
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seeing them by cov ering thei r  eyes,  al l  they accompl ish is 
to bl ind themselv es.   They cannot see us.      
 
God al ready knows our sin.   He knows ev erything about  
us.   The conv ict ion that  He brings is simply Him showing 
us what He has always known.  And our confession of  our 
sin is not  news to God.  Confession i s simply a matter of  
us saying the same thing about ourselv es as God has 
always said.  
 
But  – al l  of  this is nothing more than what happens when 
a person is brought into the l ight  and sees the Truth.   May 
God giv es us the grace to stand before Him in the l ight  – 
because i t  is in the l ight  that  we shal l  see Jesus Christ .  
 

 
 

June 2 
Reproach for the Name of Jesus 

 
Because for thy sake I have borne reproach; shame 

hath covered my face.   (Ps.  69:7)  
 

I t  is possible to br ing persecut ion upon yoursel f , not  for 
the sake of  Jesus,  but  for your own sake.   There are 
people who t ry to force thei r bel iefs on others and i f  the 
recept ion is host i le,  they paint  themselv es as martyrs for 
Christ .   There hav e also been thousands who hav e been 
l i teral ly martyred for error and heresy.   They hav e died, 
not  for Jesus Christ ,  but  for thei r  rel igion.  
 
Those who t ruly bear reproach for Jesus Christ  usual ly  
make no ef fort to do so --  they are walking wi th Him and 
the reproach comes.  I t  may come f rom the outside;  f rom 
others.   But  the greatest  reproach a bel iev er can bear i s 
the one that  no one knows about;  that  cannot necessari ly 
be seen.  I t  is the reproach of  the Cross.   I f  we carry our  
Cross and fol low Jesus Christ  i t  is going to cost  us our  
ownership ov er ourselv es.   I t  wi l l  br ing upon us suf fering 
that  would otherwi se not  happen.  To natural  thinking,  this 
is fool ishness.   I t  is a shame and a waste.  
 
The reason such experiences are,  " for the sake of  Jesus,"  
is that  He is receiv ing IN US that  which fulf i l l s His 
purpose.   He i s receiv ing a people in whom He can l ive 
and mov e, and ul timately, gov ern --  ev en unto the eternal  
ages.   I t is t rue that  we also receiv e great  spi r i tual r iches 
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in Christ .   But  in the end,  this is al l  f or HIS SAKE and for 
HIS GLORY. 
 

 
 

June 3 
Knowing No One After the Flesh 

 
I am become a st ranger unto my brethren, and an al ien 

unto my mother's chi ldren.  (Ps.  69:8)  
 

I t  is nev er God's wi l l  to destroy famil ies --  not  ev en if  a 
bel iev er 's family is host i le to Christ .   I f  there ar i ses 
div ision in such a family,  i t  ought  to because those host i le 
to Christ  cause i t .   Bel iev ers cannot be part  of  many 
things,  but  this does not  always mandate a complete 
separat ion.     Div ision should nev er be the resul t  of  a 
bel iev er taking the posi t ion of  superior i ty or of  sel f -
r ighteousness.   In short ,  people are going to separate 
themselv es f rom bel ievers because of  Jesus Christ  --  but  
let  i t  be because of  Christ ,  and not  because of  the 
bel iev er. 
 
That  being said,  our relat ionship wi th Jesus Christ  must  
take precedent ev en wi thin the body of  Christ  and wi thin  
Christ ian famil ies.   Paul  said,  "Henceforth we know no one 
af ter the f lesh."  ( I I  Cor.  5:16)  W hy?  Because each 
bel iev er is a NEW  CREATION in Christ  Jesus.   ( I I  Cor.  
5:17)  This does not  negate natural  relat ionships,  but  i t  
means that  our relat ionship wi th Jesus Christ  gov erns al l .   
I t  means that  natural  gi f ts and natural  personal i ty are NOT 
what matter most .   W hat matters is the edi f icat ion of  
Jesus Christ  in each bel iev er.   In short ,  our natural  
relat ionships ought to nev er gov ern or distort  our  
relat ionship wi th Christ ,  but  rather,  our relat ionship wi th 
Christ  ought to gov ern al l  of  our natural  relat ionships.  
 
If  you examine this pr inciple,  you wi l l  see that  i f  our 
relat ionship wi th Christ  gov erns al l  of  our other  
relat ionships,  those natural  relat ionships wi l l ,  as far as i t 
depends upon us,  be al l  the more heal thy.   Christ  is the 
Truth and in Him there is lov e.    
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June 4 

Zeal for God's House 
 

For the zeal  of thine house hath eaten me up; and the 
reproaches of them that reproached thee are fal len 

upon me.  (Ps.  69:9)  
 

Zeal  for the house of  God, i f  i t  is out  f rom the spi r i t  of  
God, wi l l  be a by-product  of  dev ot ion to Jesus Chri st .   
There is a human zeal  --  a dedicat ion to my rel igion and a 
desi re to force i t upon others --  that  is the resul t  of  
rel igious f lesh.   But  Godly zeal  is not  only f rom out  of  a 
dedicat ion to Jesus Chri st ,  but  i t  is f rom out  of  a lov e for 
others who do not  know Him. 
 
If  we are reproached, let  i t  be because the reproach is 
real ly against  Christ  --  and not  because we hav e operated 
out  of  our own f lesh.    
 
Zeal  FOR the house of  God is not  zeal  AGAINST the 
house of  God.  The spi r i t  that  gov erns a Godly zeal  is one 
that  is FOR God --  and i s not  def ined by what a person i s 
AGAINST.  There are lots of  people today who hav e 
appointed themselv es,  "watchdogs," in the house of  God; 
they are here to straighten ev eryone else out .   But  there 
is no such minist ry that  is of  God.  Minist ry that  is of  God 
is FOR Jesus Chri st .   By def ini t ion,  that  wi l l  put  i t 
AGAINST many who preach error.   But i f  the spi r i t of  
Christ  is in such a minist ry the Truth wi l l  be spoken in  
lov e --  the intent  behind i t  wi l l  not  be to condemn, but  to  
sav e and restore those who are in error  back into the 
Truth.    

 
 

June 5 
Gall  and Vinegar 

 
They gave me also gal l  for my meat; and in my thirst 

they gave me vinegar to drink.   (Ps.  69:21)  
 

When Jesus hung on the Cross He obv iously thi rsted.   
Water would hav e in a small  way rel iev ed His suf fer ing.   
But  instead,  they gav e Him v inegar.   I t  was l ike adding,  
“ insul t  to injury.”   I t  was real ly another way of  mocking 
Him. 
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There are going to be t imes in the Chri st ian l i f e just  l ike 
that  – we may be praying for rel ief  f rom suf fering – and 
what we get  i s something that  taunts our  faith;  something 
that  makes i t  worse.   During those t imes i t  is easy to  
despai r  and wonder whether God has forsaken you.  
 
The bel iev er has to get  i t  set t led:   God cannot forsake 
you.   Even if  you are out of  God’s wi l l  or in unbel ief , i f  
Christ  dwel ls in you,  God cannot forsake you.   That  
doesn’t  mean that  God af f i rms you or your choices.   But  i t  
does mean that  ev en if  you are out  of  His way He is wi th  
you to conv ict  you and turn you back to  the Truth in  
Christ .  
 
Bel iev ers need to fol low the example of  Jesus Chri st .   
Despi te the horr ible death He was dying,  and the very real 
physical  suf fering and mocking that  He endured,  and 
despi te His cry,  “My God, My God, why hav e You forsaken 
Me?”,  He nev ertheless held fast  in faith.   Despi te i t  al l ,  
His l i f e ended wi th a surrender to His Father:   “ Into Your  
hands I  commit my spi r i t. ”   He knew that  He was indeed in  
the hands of  the Father. 
 

 
 

June 6 
When God Gives People Over 

 
Add iniquity unto their iniquity.   (Ps.  69:27) 

 
God is nev er the author of , or cause of ,  iniqui ty.  But 
when a person has al ready been giv en l ight , yet  refuses i t  
– and cont inues to refuse i t  – God wi l l  giv e a person ov er 
to the iniqui ty they hav e chosen.  But  ev en in that  there i s 
a redempt iv e purpose:   God wi l l  al low them to ful ly 
experience the consequences of  what they hav e chosen,  
so that  they might  turn back to Him. 
 
Paul  explains this same principle in Romans: 

 
Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness 

through the lusts of their own hearts…For this cause 
God gave them up unto vi le affections.  (Rom. 1:24,26)  

 
The speci f ic sin that  Paul  is discussing in  Romans 1 i s 
homosexual i ty,  but the pr inciple can apply to ANY sin.   
What God is saying is that  the penal ty for choosing 
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darkness IS darkness – and al l  that  comes wi th i t .   The 
penal ty for giv ing yoursel f  over to the f lesh is that  you get  
the f lesh – and there is a point at  which God giv es you 
ov er to i t . 
 
One of  the most terr i f ying consequences of  sin is that  you 
become so cal lous to i t that  you no longer ev en realize 
what you are doing to your sel f .   That  is why people can 
sin in some terr ible ways and yet  seem to hav e no 
consciousness of  sin.   That  lack of  consciousness of  sin is 
of ten not  because they are ignorant .   No.   I t  is because 
they hav e, “suppressed the Truth in thei r 
unr ighteousness.”  They hav e BECOME someone in whom 
there is no place for the l ight  of  Jesus Chri st .  
 
God wants to redeem al l .   But make no quest ion,  i f  
someone rejects God, they wi l l  become someone who i s a  
product  of  thei r  own reject ion –a person who has a 
darkened mind wi th no moral  conscience because that  is 
what they hav e reaped f rom out  of  the rebel l ion they hav e 
sowed.  
 

 
 

June 7 
Prisoners of the Lord 

 
For the LORD hears the poor,  and despises not his 

prisoners.   (Ps.  69:33)  
 

Paul ,  the apost le,  cal led himsel f ,  “a pr isoner  of  the Lord,”  
yes,  because he was arrested for preaching the gospel  –  
but  more than that  – he was,  “a pr i soner of  the Lord,”  
because God had al lowed this to happen so that  God 
could do the work of  forming Christ  wi thin Paul .   But  this 
was not  merely FOR PAUL – but  for the Lord,  so that  Paul  
could be used of  Him, and glor if y Him. 
 
We may not be put  in an actual  pr ison because we are a 
Christ ian,  but  i t  is ent i rely wi thin the possib i l i ty of  God’s 
wi l l  that  He would shut  us up to Himsel f  – isolate us f rom 
other bel iev ers,  or ordain that  we pass through long 
seasons of  outward act iv i ty.   It  m ight  seem as i f  God is 
wast ing us or that  we are of  no use to Him.  But  this is not  
necessari ly the case at  al l .  Every saint  that  God ev er 
used had a long and di f f icul t  background and history wi th  
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God – wherein God establ ished in them a rev elat ion of  
Himself  in Christ .   Somet imes that  requi res a pr ison.  
 
Paul  probably had no idea that  he was wri t ing anything 
more than a group of  inspi red let ters to churches.   John,  
whi le imprisoned on Patmos, obeyed God and recorded 
his v ision in a book – and i t  became The Book of  
Rev elat ion.   I t  is l ikely that  nei ther real ized thei r  wri t ings 
would be part  of  the Bible – read by mi l l ions down through 
two-thousand years.   But  both wrote much of  what they  
wrote f rom prison – they wrote i t  f rom out  of  thei r 
knowledge of  Jesus Chri st .  
 

 
 

June 8 
Possession of Zion 

 
For God wil l save Zion, and wil l bui ld the cit ies of 

Judah: that they may dwell there,  and have i t  in 
possession.   The seed also of his servants shall  
inherit  i t:  and they that love his name shall  dwell  

therein.   (Ps.  69:35-36)  
 

Zion is a type and shadow of  the body of  Christ  hav ing 
come into the ful lness of  Christ  – the IDEAL, i f  you wi l l , of  
God’s purpose for His people.   Thus,  when the Psalmist  
speaks of  God bui lding the cit ies of  Judah, and of  people 
inheri t ing and dwel l ing therein,  He is talking about the 
New Testament real i ty of ,  “Christ  in you,” and our  
experiencing of  Christ . 
 
The Promised Land was also a type and a shadow of  
ful lness in Chri st .   The Promised Land was the inheri tance 
God had giv en Israel .   They were to take possession of  i t , 
and dwel l  therein.   This is the same principle.  
 
You wi l l  note that  God promises to,  “bui ld the ci t ies of  
Judah.”  This speaks of  the bui lding up of  bel iev ers in 
Jesus Christ .   Christ  alone is the Rock upon which the 
church is bui l t  – and i t is God’s intent ion and purpose to  
hav e a,  “Zion,” in whom He does this bui lding.  
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June 9 
Let God Be Magnified 

 
Let al l  those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee: 
and let such as love thy salvation say continually,  Let 

God be magnified.   (Ps.  70:4)  
 

Unsav ed humani ty, as wel l  as Christ ians who are l iv ing 
under the power of  thei r  rel igious f lesh and thei r  natural 
mind,  are,  “natural ly, ”  occupied wi th themselv es.   This is 
real ly ALL that they can be – i t is what the natural ,  or soul  
man, does;  i t is ALL that  i t  does.   Only i f  we hav e come 
into a degree of  real izat ion of  Jesus Chri st  is i t  possible  
for us to be less occupied wi th ourselves and more 
occupied wi th HIM.  W e must decrease that  He might  
increase.  
 
Certainly,  a believ er ought to grow to WANT to magnif y 
the Lord.   But  i f  a bel iever is actual ly experiencing Jesus 
Christ ,  that  bel iev er WILL magnif y the Lord.   I t  wi l l  
happen.  But  i t wi l l  not  be the product  of  rel igious ef fort .  
I t  wi l l  simply be the f rui t  that  resul ts f rom abiding in the 
Vine.  
 
Someone once said that  those who magni f y the Lord the 
most are the least  aware of  i t .  That  is because such a 
person is not  cont inual ly sel f -focused and put t ing forth a 
rel igious ef fort  to magnif y Christ .   Rather,  then are so 
focused on Christ  that  Chri st  is seen in and through them. 
 
This is,  of  course,  ut ter ly contrary to the thinking of  
natural  man.  But  i t  ought  to be.   For i t  is not  the product  
of  natural  man, but  of  the spi r i t  of  Christ  magnif ying Christ  
in people.  

 

 
 

June 10 
The Solution for Confusion 

 
In thee,  O LORD, do I put my trust: let me never be put 

to confusion.  (Ps.  71:1)  
 

The cure for confusion is fai th in God.  We may not  yet  
understand,  but  i f  we bel iev e and rest  in God i t wi l l  break  
the spi r i t  of  confusion.  
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The reason thi s is the case is because for a Christ ian,  
confusion is of ten the resul t  of  being caught in between 
fai th and unbel ief .   Deliberately decide whether you 
bel iev e God, and take your stand by fai th.   Refuse to be 
mov ed.  If  your fai th is real  --  you may understand no 
more than before --  but  you wi l l  no longer be in turmoi l. 
 
God is nei ther the author or source of  confusion.   No.  
God is LIGHT, and in Him there is no darkness at  al l .  The 
cause of  confusion is always found in US.  And God nev er 
says that  the solut ion is INFORMATION.  The solut ion is 
FAITH -- based on the REVELATION that  God is t rue.  
 

 
 

June 11 
Deliverance in His Righteousness 

 
Deliver me in thy righteousness, and cause me to 

escape: incl ine thine ear unto me, and save me.  (Ps.  
71:2)  

 
Somet imes i t  is easy  to skip ov er the wording in a Bible  
verse,  thinking that  perhaps i t  is a t ranslat ion issue.   But  
this v erse means what i t  says:   God del iv ers IN His 
r ighteousness.   Not  only does thi s mean that  God nev er 
compromises wi th His r ighteousness,  even when He 
del iv ers His people,  but  i t  also points to the Truth that  
God’s r ighteousness,  indeed, His,  “way of  escape,” i s a  
Person who is r ighteousness personi f ied:   Jesus Christ .  
 
Real  del iv erance isn ’t  outward – al though outward 
del iv erance may be part  of  God’s wi l l .   But  real 
del iv erance is inward – i t  is when I  can be in outward 
ci rcumstances,  yet  unmov ed f rom my inward l i f e in Jesus 
Christ ,  that  I  am truly deliv ered and t ruly f ree.  
 
When God del iv ers us in an inward way,  He wi l l  del iver us 
INTO His Son – we wi l l  be del iv ered INTO His 
r ighteousness.  Can we see that  this inward del iv erance 
would nev er be something I  would experience if  ev ery t ime 
I  encountered di f f icul t  outward ci rcumstances God l i f ted 
me out  of  them?  The only way in which the v ictory of  
Jesus Christ  can be made real  in me is i f  I  am subjected 
to that  which is contrary  to Him – and I  learn to stand fast  
by faith in Him. 
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I t  is easy to talk about untested fai th and unchal lenged 
v ictory.   Those must be tested i f  Christ  is to actual ly 
become my l i f e and the object  of  my fai th. 

 

 
 

June 12 
A Strong Habitation 

 
Be thou my strong habitation, whereunto I may 

continually resort: thou hast given commandment to 
save me; for thou art my rock and my fortress.   (Ps.  

71:3)  
 

Jesus Christ  is the habi tat ion of  the Christ ian.   Paul  said,  
“ I f  any man be IN CHRIST he is a new creat ion.”  ( I I Cor.  
5:17)  Indeed, Jesus Chri st  Himself  said,  “ In My Father’s 
house there are many dwel l ing places.”  (see John 14:2-3)   
He was,  in picture form, referr ing to HIMSELF as,  “ the 
Father’s house.”  If  we are IN CHRIST, we are in the 
Father’s house – He is our dwel l ing place. 
 
Jesus al so said that  He was going,  “ to prepare a place for 
us.”   In other words,  during these last  two-thousand years,  
Jesus Christ  has been adjust ing His people to Himself  – 
making i t  possible for His people to l iv e in Him forev er:  
“That  where I  am you may also be.”  
 
The more we walk wi th Chri st  by fai th,  the more we wi l l  
see that  He is our Rock,  our fort ress,  and our salv ation.   
Life in Christ  is the only protect ion f rom the forces of  ev i l . 

 

 
 

June 13 
The Secret of the Believer  

 
I am as a wonder unto many; but thou art my strong 

refuge.  (Ps.  71:7)  
 

Someone who is walking wi th Jesus Christ  is not  going to  
be wei rd.   They are not  going to come across as a 
rel igious fanat ic.   Nei ther wi l l  they get  in people’s faces 
because of  thei r fai th.  But  there are going to be seasons 
and si tuat ions wherein bel iev ers wi l l  seem strange,  
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f ool ish,  and a wonder to those who don’t  know Jesus 
Christ .  
 
The secret  of  the bel iev er is that  they are joined to the 
Lord and one spi r i t  wi th Him.  They are l iv ing in this world 
on a basis that  is ent i rely OTHER THAN the way most  
people l iv e.   They are not  l iv ing for this l i f e,  but  for Christ .   
This wi l l  not only t ranslate into at ti tude,  but into conduct .   
Christ ians wi l l  not  talk l ike the world.   They wi l l  not  act , or 
react ,  l ike the world.   There wi l l  be something about a  
person who knows Jesus Chri st  that  raises quest ions in  
the mind of  those who don’t  know Him. 
 
Of  course,  i t  is possible to fake some of  this through 
rel igion.   But  the pr imary reason why bel iev ers are 
wonders to the world is that  they are not  control led by the 
world,  but  by a l i f e that  is in them that  is not  of  this world,  
but  which is a Person.  
 

 
 

June 14 
Occupied With Jesus Christ 

 
My mouth shall  shew forth thy righteousness and thy 

salvation al l  the day; for I know not the numbers 
thereof.    I wi l l go in the strength of the Lord GOD: I 

wil l  make mention of thy righteousness, even of thine 
only.   (Ps.  71:15-16)  

 
There are many bel iev ers who cannot seem to stop talking 
about themselv es – thei r  faith,  thei r  v ictory,  and thei r  
accompl ishments for God.  Others take the negat iv e 
approach.   They are always talking about how much they 
hav e suf fered for God, thei r  sin,  thei r  problems, and thei r  
needs.   But  whether we are talking about ourselv es in a 
posi t iv e way or a negat iv e way,  i t  al l  comes f rom the same 
source:   Occupat ion wi th sel f . 
 
Now, of  course,  this i s real ly al l  any of  us can do – be 
occupied wi th sel f  – i f  we are not  joined to the Lord.   For 
i f  we are not  joined to the Lord,  ourselv es is al l  we hav e.    
 
But  today,  occupat ion wi th sel f  has become the norm for 
Christ ians – there are people teaching that  this is good 
and r ight ;  that  lov ing yoursel f  is the key to lov ing God; 
that  discov ering yoursel f  is God’s wi l l ,  and the key to 
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knowing Him.  Al l  of  this is the same problem:  Occupat ion 
wi th sel f . 
 
Unless we hav e seen Jesus Christ ,  we wi l l  hav e no f rame 
of  reference for anything but  occupat ion wi th sel f .   In that  
case,  we wi l l  cont inue to bel iev e that  God wants to del iv er 
us out  of  low sel f -esteem into high sel f -esteem – both of  
which are SELF-occupat ion.   But  no.   God wants to del iv er 
us out  of  SELF al together into a gov erning real izat ion of  
Jesus Christ .  
 
A person who is growing to know Christ  wi l l ,  v ir tual ly 
wi thout  forethought,  hav e a mouth that  speaks of  the 
r ighteousness of  Jesus Chri st ,  rather than thei r  own.   
They wi l l  speaks of  the strength of  the Lord God, rather  
than thei r  own strength,  or of  thei r lack of  st rength.  This 
wi l l  be thei r  focus,  not  because of  some rel igious tenet ,  
but  because i t  is the Truth about thei r  rel at ionship wi th  
Christ  
 

 
 

June 15 
Life from Death 

 
Thou, which hast shewed me great and sore troubles,  
shalt quicken me again,  and shalt bring me up again 

from the depths of the earth.   (Ps.  71:20)  
 

I t  is easy to talk about the pr inciple of ,  “l i f e f rom death,”  
in the Christ ian experience,  but  al together another thing 
to actual ly DIE and be RAISED.  For the pr imary,  “death,”  
that  wi l l  resul t  f rom walking wi th Jesus Christ  is the death 
of  self -ownership;  death to my right  to myself .   Included in 
that  wi l l  be the death of  self -r ighteousness.   I t  wi l l  be 
necessary for me to hav e exposed ev erything about  
myself  in which I  hav e faith – exposed as a l ie – so that  I  
may put  my fai th in Christ .  
 
These death and resurrect ion experiences are the only 
way in which we can be brought into the Truth and into an 
inward real izat ion of  Jesus Christ .   We must be brought  
down to  the depths.   But  not  because God wants to put  us 
down – but  because i t  is the TRUTH that  we are al ready  
down in the depths – we need to see i t  and cry out  for 
help.   But  then,  once we see the Truth about  our condi t ion 
in Adam, we can v oluntar i ly carry our cross – al l  of  which 
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wi l l  lead to a new real izat ion of  Jesus Chri st .   
Resurrect ion in the purpose of  God is only incidental ly 
about ci rcumstances in l i f e.   Real  resurrect ion is a greater  
release IN ME of  the l i f e of  the Son of  God. 
 

 
 

June 16 
Judgment in Righteousness 

 
Give the king thy judgments,  O God, and thy 

righteousness unto the king's son.   He shall  judge thy 
people with righteousness, and thy poor with 

judgment.  (Ps.  72:1-2)  
 

Jesus Chri st  is,  “ the King’s son,” into whose hand i s giv en 
al l  judgment – al l  who hav e ev er l iv ed wi l l  be judged by  
Jesus Christ .   
 
But  what does that  real ly mean?  Does i t  mean that  Jesus 
wi l l  simply BE the judge?  Note what Paul  preached to the 
heathen on Mars Hi l l : 
 

But the times of this ignorance God overlooked, but 
now commands men everywhere to repent.   Because he 

hath appointed a day, in the which he will  judge the 
world in righteousness by that man whom he hath 
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto 

al l  men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.  
(Acts 17:30-31)  

 
These v erses make things more clear.   Yes,  Jesus Christ  
wi l l  BE the judge.  But  the basis of  His judgment wi l l  be 
HIMSELF.  The ent i re human race is going to be judged 
according to  what EACH has done wi th the l ight  they hav e 
receiv ed – the basis of  judgment wi l l  be the l ight  each has 
receiv ed of  Jesus Chri st .  
 
What hav e I  done in response to the rev elat ion of  Jesus 
Christ?  I f  Christ  has been rev ealed to me, then I  hav e 
seen my lost  condi t ion wi thout  Him.  How hav e I 
responded?  That  is the quest ion.   John af f i rms this Truth:  
 

And this is the condemnation, that l ight is come 
into the world, and men loved darkness rather 

than light, because their deeds were evil.   (John 
3:19) 
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Jesus Chri st  – THE l ight  of  God – is not  only the judge,  
but  is the basi s of  al l  judgment.   If  a person has nev er 
known about Jesus Christ  – has nev er been given l ight  – 
Paul  says,  “ the t imes of  this ignorance God has 
ov erlooked.”  God cannot judge by l ight  never giv en.   But  
i f  a person has been giv en l ight  – i f  l ight  has come into 
thei r  world – then Paul  says,  “NOW  God commands 
repentance.”  
 
The ent i re human race must be giv en l ight  – the l ight  of  
the Son of  God – i f  al l  are to be judged by that  l ight .  This 
is eternal  judgment f rom which there is no escape, and a 
promise that  God wi l l  judge al l  humanity IN r ighteousness 
– that  is,  His judgments wi l l  be absolutely JUST and 
RIGHT and PERFECT. 

 

 
 

June 17 
A Clean Heart  

 
Truly God is good to Israel ,  even to such as are of a 

clean heart.   (Ps.  73:1)  
 

“A clean heart , ”  is not  one that  is merely f ree of  immoral 
impuri ty.  Rather,  “a clean heart , ”  is one that  is open,  
pure,  and honest  wi th God Himself .   A heart  l ike that  giv es 
God access.   W orks wi l l  eventual ly fol low. 
 
Jesus said much the same thing to His disciples.   He said,  
“For where your t reasure is,  there wi l l  your heart  be al so.   
The l ight  of  the body is the eye:  i f  therefore thine eye be 
single,  thy whole body shal l  be ful l  of  l ight .  But  i f  thine 
eye be ev i l ,  thy whole body shal l  be ful l  of  darkness.  I f  
therefore the l ight  that  is in thee be darkness,  how 
great  is  that  darkness!   No man can serv e two 
masters.”(Matt .  6:22-24)  
 
In the or iginal  languages,  “a single eye,” carr ies the same 
meaning as,  “a clean heart . ”   The Greek in Matthew 6,  
“single,”  means,  “pure;  f ree of  folds.”  This is a  heart  that  
in no part  is folded up away f rom God – but  is ful ly open 
to Him.   
 
Bel iev ers are reprobates wi thout  Christ  in us.   ( I I  Cor.  
13:5)  W e sin and fai l  everyday.   But  Jesus Christ  does 
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dwel l  in the bel iev er,  and by  fai th,  we can keep our heart  
open, and our fai th centered in Christ .   And if  we cannot  
seem to do that , then we can ask God, “ to do whatev er i t  
takes,” to show us how.  This i s a clean heart ;  a single  
eye.   I t  giv es God access to do in us what we cannot do 
for ourselv es – to br ing us on in Jesus Chri st .   
 

 
 

June 18 
Realizing the Purpose of God 

 
But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had 

well  nigh sl ipped.  For I was envious at the foolish,  
when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.  (Ps.  73:2-3)  

 
God is puri f ying the heart  of  each bel iev er.  And sooner of  
later we are going to hav e to face,  and keep facing,  a  
fundamental  quest ion:   W il l  we cont inue walking wi th  
Christ  ev en if  i t  does NOT PAY US to do so?  Indeed, wi l l  
we fol low Him if  i t COSTS us? – i f  i t costs us control  ov er 
our own l iv es? 
 
There are going to be many t imes in the Christ ian l i f e 
when fol lowing Jesus Christ  wi l l  not  seem to pay us at  al l .   
I t  may not  be that  we hav e suf fered some great  loss.   Or 
maybe we hav e.  But  perhaps God has not  blessed us in 
some outward,  mater ial way.   We see that  many who deny 
Christ  hav e great ly prospered.   And to us,  this not  only  
seems unfai r , but  i t seems contrary to the promises of  
God. 
 
If  you and I  are fol lowing Christ  because we think i t  wi l l  
prosper us f inancial ly or mater ial ly, we are in for a rude 
awakening.   I t  is not  that  God nev er blesses people in that  
way,  but  i f  that  is our mot ive for fol lowing Him He is going 
to hav e to deal  wi th i t .  He must do so for our own good – 
i t  is part  of  what i t  means to be led into al l  Truth.  
 
The promises of  God on this matter are clear.   Jesus said,  
“Seek you f i rst  His kingdom and Hi s r ighteousness,  and al l  
these things wi l l  be added unto you.”  (Matt .  6:33)  In 
other words,  lose your l i f e to Jesus Christ  –  to the Christ  
who l ives in you – and abandon yoursel f  to His Lordship – 
and wi thin His Lordship,  God wi l l  add al l  that  f i ts His plan 
and purpose.   That  is God’s promise.   I t  is a clear 
statement of  His wi l l  f or His people.  
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June 19 
Freedom from the Chains of Pride 

 
Therefore pride compasses them about as a chain.   

(Ps.  73:6)  
 

The mind of  natural  man (“soul ish man,” as the Greek 
states) wi l l  usual ly reason that  pr ide wi l l  set  a person 
f ree.   I t  just  won’t  be cal led,  “pr ide.”  More and more 
today,  ev en in the body of  Christ ,  people are being taught  
that  the key to f reedom is to,  “discov er who you are.”   
Professing Chri st ians are being taught that  Jesus Chri st  
died to release and br ing out  our greatness.   There are 
minist r ies ev erywhere that  are af f i rm ing and feeding the 
sel f -esteem of  Christ ians.      
 
I t  is t rue that  many Christ ians are suf fering f rom low-sel f  
esteem.  But  there are just  as many suf fer ing f rom high 
sel f -esteem.  In other words,  Chri st ians are suf fer ing f rom 
SELF.  This is thei r  chain of  bondage, regardless of  what  
form i t  takes.  
 
The solut ion is NOT to t ry to get  people to stop thinking of  
sel f  in negat ive terms, and to start  thinking of  sel f  in 
posi t iv e terms.  Rather,  bel iev ers need to be set  f ree f rom 
sel f  al together – and the ONLY possible way is through an 
inward real izat ion of  Jesus Christ .  
 
If  a person sees Jesus Christ  – and begins to experience 
a l i f e-changing real izat ion of  Him – they wi l l  begin to 
leav e themselv es alone.   They wi l l  begin to real ize the 
fol ly of  self -occupat ion.   They wi l l  be caught up and set  
f ree f rom the chains of  sel f -occupat ion through an inward 
knowledge of  Jesus Chri st .  

 

 
 

June 20 
The Sanctuary of God 

 
When I thought to know this,  i t  was too painful for me;  

Unti l  I went into the sanctuary of God; then 
understood I their end.  (Ps.  73:16-17)  

 



 147

I t  is not  possible to understand God, or  to understand Hi s 
purposes – ei ther general ly or speci f ical ly – unt i l  we begin 
to know Jesus Christ .   Jesus Chri st  is THE sanctuary of  
God.  ALL discernment in the Christ ian l i f e is a by-product  
of  real iz ing HIM.  Ev erything else is ei ther brainpower or  
emot ional ism.   

 
This does not  guarantee that  we wi l l  ev er understand 
many things.   But in those cases where we cannot  
understand,  we BELIEVE – “by faith we understand.”   
(Heb. 11:3)  To understand by fai th – to bel ieve ev en if  we 
don’t  understand – is not  a matter of ,  “checking our brains 
at  the door.”   No.   I t  is a matter of  understanding that  God 
is faithful .   In other words,  there are matters in which we 
may not  understand,  but  t rust  that  i t is suf f ic ient  that He 
understands.  
 

 
 

June 21 
Retrospection by Faith 

 
So foolish was I,  and ignorant: I was as a beast before 

thee.    Nevertheless I am continually with thee: thou 
hast holdme by my right hand.  Thou shalt guide me 
with thy counsel,  and afterward receive me to glory.   

(Ps.  73:22-24)  
 

One of  the by-products of  growing to know Jesus Christ  is 
a real izat ion of  how fool ish we hav e been in the past .   I t  is 
normal  to look back at  those t imes in our l ives when we 
thought we KNEW  – but  now real ize we were ignorant ,  
fool ish,  and arrogant.   I f  we are not  able to do that  i t  is 
probably a sign that  we hav e NOT grown in Christ .  
 
There is great  encouragement in this Psalm regarding our  
arrogance of  the past .   W e are being told that  ev en whi le 
we were walking in our ignorance – IF our heart  was at  
least  seeking the Lord – He was holding us by the hand.   
In other words,  we may hav e done, and said,  many fool ish 
things;  many things that  were contrary to  the Truth in 
Christ .   But  i t is possible to do such things – yet  by fai th 
to be seeking God.  If  that  was the case,  God did not 
af f i rm our error,  but  He did hav e us by the hand for the 
purpose of  leading us OUT of  i t into the Truth.  
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God’s deal ings wi th us are ALW AYS unto redempt ion.   He 
is always seeking to guide us out  of  error into the Truth.   
During our t imes of  ignorance,  we do not  real ize how 
foolish we are,  and we do not  real ize how much we need 
His fai thfulness – but  nev ertheless He is fai thful  to us for 
Jesus’ sake.  

 
 

June 22 
The Strength of Our Heart  

 
My flesh and my heart fai ls: but God is the strength of 

my heart,  and my portion forever.    
(Ps.  73:26)  

 
The strength of  one’s heart  is the strength of  one’s W ILL 
and resolv e.  If  lef t to ourselv es we would fai l .  I t  would 
only be a matter of  encounter ing something that  is too 
much for us.   But  i f  our fai th is in Jesus Christ ,  then we 
are not  lef t  to ourselv es.   We are lef t to HIM. 
 
I t  is a great  thing to belong to One who knows al l ,  and 
wi th W hom al l  things are possible.   W e can hav e the 
certainty that  i f  we t rust  Him, and give ourselv es to Him, 
that  He wi l l  always do HIS WILL.   Note that :  His wi l l , not  
OUR wi l l .   God always wants to do HIS W ILL – that  is why 
i t  IS His wi l l .  And if  we ask Him to do it ,  “no matter what  
i t  takes,” i t  is a certainty that  He wi l l  do i t. 
 
There is not  st rength in our f lesh.   Of course,  one of  the 
greatest  decept ions i s to think that  there is.   But  as noted,  
a big enough t r ial  wi l l  expose the f lesh for what i t  is – 
weak and sel f -centered.   But  t rials prov ide the mot ivation 
to discov er the greatest  Truth of  al l :   That  God is eternal ly 
fai thful .  That  Jesus Chri st  in us is the power  and strength 
of  God.  Those who put  thei r  t rust  in God wi l l  nev er be 
ashamed. 

 

 
 

June 23 
Defi l ing the Sanctuary 

 
They have cast f ire into thy sanctuary,  they have 

defi led by casting down the dwell ing place of thy name 
to the ground.  (Ps.  74:7)  
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The sanctuary  of  God is the body of  Christ  – i t  is the 
Person of  Jesus Chri st  in His people.   Thus,  there is the 
corporate sanctuary,  the church,  but  there is al so the 
indiv idual .   Each bel iev er is a temple of  God.  Today as 
nev er before,  this sanctuary has been def i led.  
 
There are many ways in which the sanctuary  of  God might 
be def i led.   But  general ly,  i t  is def i led by l iv ing as i f  we 
belong to ourselv es,  rather than to Christ .   This alway s 
resul ts,  at  the v ery least ,  in MIXTURE – we mix  in wi th 
Christ  that  which i s contrary to Him.  Probably the most  
common def i lement is to mix  the natural  or soul ish wi th  
the spi r i tual .   There is also false teaching and immorali ty.  
The resul t  is a def i led Christ  – “another Jesus.”  
 
Paul  spoke to this issue in many of  his epist les.   But 
perhaps his st rongest  comments were made to the 
Corinthians:  
 

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, 
and that the Spiri t  of God dwells in you?  If  any man 
defi le the temple of God, him shall  God destroy; for 

the temple of God is holy,  which temple ye are.   ( I Cor.  
3:16-17)  

 
But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spiri t .   Flee 
fornication. Every sin that a man does is outside the 

body; but he that commits fornication sins against his 
own body.  What? know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your own?  For ye are 
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your 

body, and in your spiri t ,  which are God's.   ( I Cor.  6:17-
20)  

 

Here we see that  the body of  Christ  is the temple of  God, 
but  that  each bel iev er is also the temple of  God.  Paul  is 
basing hi s comments on the fact  that  we do NOT belong to  
ourselv es – we belong to Christ ;  we are ONE wi th Christ .   
Therefore,  to l ive as i f  we do belong to ourselv es IS,  in 
i tsel f   def i lement,  and the act ions and choi ces that  ar ise 
f rom this v iolat ion of  Christ  are simply the f rui ts.  
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June 24 
The Sovereign Hand of God 

 
For promotion comes neither from the east ,  nor from 
the west,  nor from the south.    But God is the judge: 
he puts down one, and sets up another.   (Ps.  75:6-7)  

 
There is a misunderstanding about the sov ereignty of  God 
that  would suggest  that  i f  God is sovereign then 
ev erything that  happens in thi s world i s Hi s wi l l .   But  this 
is not  the Truth.   God is sov ereign.   But  that  means that  
He is just  as able to take His hand OFF of  this world as 
He is to put  His hand ON i t .   The fact  is,  v ery l i tt le in this 
world is the wi l l  of  God.  In His sov ereignty,  He has 
chosen to take His hand OFF and al low people to do as 
they please.  
 
God takes Hi s hand OFF of  this world – and takes His 
hand OFF of  the l iv es of  people – because of  a greater 
purpose:   He must al low ev i l  to be prov en to BE ev i l  and 
destruct iv e.  He must al low humani ty to come to the end 
of  i tsel f .   Only then wi l l  some come to Christ .   Thus,  ev en 
when God takes His hand OFF i t is unto a redempt ive 
purpose – and as i t  is general ly,  so i t  is in indiv idual  l iv es. 
 
This issue of  promotion is a case in point .   Did God 
promote Hi tler to do the ev i l  that he did?  Was Hi tler 
God’s wi l l?  Certainly,  God al lowed Hi t ler to come to 
power.   W e might  even say that  God al lows such ev i l  as a 
judgment – God takes His hand OFF and al lows humani ty 
to br ing consequences upon i tsel f  – that  is one way God 
judges.   But  i t is not  t rue to say that  God ever wi l ls ev i l .  
No.   He al lows i t .    
 
The idea that  al l  authori ty is OF God and must be 
uncondi t ional ly obeyed i s not  only unbibl ical  but  also 
dangerous.   I f  that  were the case then i t  was contrary to  
the wi l l  of  God to ov erthrow Hi t ler.   No.   We are to obey 
God rather than men.  That  applies not  only to the civ i l  
authori ty of  this world,  but  to those in the church who 
occupy leadership posi t ions.    
 
Now, that  being said,  God certainly HAS seen to i t that  
certain leaders came to power.   But  never say that  
because God ordained a leader to come to power that  God 
ordains ev erything that  leader does – or that  Chri st ians 
are commanded to fol low the ev i l  deeds of  ANY leader – 
ev en wi thin the church --  simply because God has al lowed 
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them to come to power.   I t  is possible for God to al low an 
ev i l  leader to come to power so that  His people might  
refuse to obey such a one --  in fav or of  obedience to HIM.  
God is sov ereign,  but  His sov ereignty is nev er a 
compromise wi th His character,  r ighteousness,  nor Hi s 
purpose for His people.  

 

 
 

June 25 
The Sovereignty of God 

 
Surely the wrath of man shall  praise thee: the 

remainder of wrath thalt thou restrain.   (Ps.  76:10)  
 

God is ut ter ly sov ereign.   But  just  as this means that  God 
is able to put  His hand ON a person or si tuat ion,  i t  also 
means that  God is able to take His hand OFF – and al low 
things to  run thei r  course outside of  His control .   This 
doesn’t  mean God is indi f ferent .   I t  simply means He 
doesn’t  choose to determine al l  things.   He has giv en 
humani ty a f ree wi l l . 
 
The Psalmist  says that  God can turn ev en the W RATH of  
man into that  which prai ses Him.  One way is by  al lowing 
the wrath and ev i l  of  humani ty to run i ts course.   This is 
real ly in large part  what God i s doing in this age.   He i s 
al lowing humani ty to do ev i l  so that  ev i l  might  be shown to  
be ev i l  –so that  the consequences may be apparent  to al l  
who want to see the Truth.   This is happening on a 
worldwide scale,  but  i t is also happening in indiv idual 
l ives.   Consequences for sin are judgments for sin – and i f  
people wi l l  accept  the Truth then what had been wrath in  
them towards God wi l l  be turned to praise.  
 
Another way in which God turns the wrath of  man to praise 
is by using ev en the ev i l  ef forts of  the enemy as a tool  to 
press hi s people to  Chri st .   Victory must  be experienced,  
and God wi l l  al low the wrath of  man so that  bel iev ers 
might ,  through fai th, praise God al l  the more in Christ .  
 
The Psalmist  also says that  God wi l l  RESTRAIN whatev er 
He sees wi l l  not  further His purpose.   God al lows ev i l  so 
that  the consequences may prov e what is ev i l  and what is 
r ighteous,  and He uses i t  to press people to Christ .   But 
He wi l l  not  al low any ev i l  that  has no potent ial  for turning 
wrath to praise.   God is always redempt iv e.   
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June 26 
A Common Infirmity 

 
Hath God forgotten to be gracious? Has he in anger 

shut up his tender mercies? Selah.  And I said,  Thisis 
my infirmity: but I wil l  remember the years of the right 

hand of the most High.  (Ps.  77:9-10)  
 

The Psalmist  says,  “THIS is my inf i rmi ty. ”  What is he 
referr ing to as,  “his inf i rm i ty?” 
 
He is referr ing to his sense,  and his fear,  that  God has 
forsaken Him.  He is quest ioning the grace and mercy of  
God.  Overwhelming ci rcumstances hav e brought him to a 
place of  despai r  and doubt.   THIS is his inf i rmi ty. 
 
There are t r ials in the l i f e of  the bel iever wherein we 
become emot ional ly ov erwhelmed.  We get  under a  sense 
of  fear.  Not  only do ci rcumstances suggest  that  God has 
forsaken us,  but  those ci rcumstances hav e got ten inside 
of  us,  and hav e chocked of f  the Word of  God.  We now 
seem to be t rapped wi thin a spi r i tual  env i ronment where 
we cannot see God, and we cannot sense Him, and we 
don’t  know what to do nex t .   This is an inf i rmi ty; a 
spi r i tual  af f l iction f rom which there seems to be no 
escape.  
 
The Psalmist  answers,  “ I  wi l l  remember…the Most High.”   
When we are t rapped in such an env i ronment,  there is 
absolutely NOTHING that  is going to del iv er us and break  
this spi r i t  of  fear except FAITH.  We hav e to del iberately 
and wi l l f ul ly remember the TRUTH about God – despi te al l  
that  is around us and wi thin us – and BELIEVE.  God is 
not  going to come down and l i f t us OUT.  Rather,  He 
would say to us,  “You hav e enough of  a history wi th Me to  
bel iev e Me – in spi te of  al l  that  is contrary to i t;  despi te of  
how you feel . ”    
 
The Truth in these cases is OTHER THAN what we 
present ly feel  or can see.   The Truth is in HIM.  We hav e 
to stop outside of  ourselv es,  and stop put t ing fai th in what  
we feel .   W e must choose bel iev e and refuse to be mov ed.  
And God has al ready commanded us to do so.   If  we wi l l  
do this,  and mean i t , we wi l l  f ind the inf i rmi ty that  besets 



 153

us dissipat ing.   That  is because we hav e connected to  
Jesus Christ  by fai th. 

 

 
 

June 27 
God’s Way is in the Sea 

 
Thy way is in the sea,  and thy path in the great waters,  

and thy footsteps are not known.  (Ps.  77:19)   
 

In the Christ ian l i f e,  God is not  going to draw us a map of  
what l ies ahead.  He simply tel ls us Hi s ov eral l  purpose in  
Christ  and His means of  achiev ing it .  Then He tel ls us to 
walk wi th Him.  We wi l l  rarely know the spec if ics of  where 
we are going in Christ  – but  we can t rust  the One leading.  

 
I t  has become common for believ ers to expect  God to give 
them di rect ions,  leadings,  and information,  as to how to  
walk wi th Christ .   Many hav e been taught to examine how 
they FEEL in order to determine the wi l l  of  God.  But  there 
is v ery l i t t le in the W ord of  God to af f i rm such teaching.   
Rather than INFORMATION, God wants to giv e us 
REVELATION – of  His Son.  Christ ians are to walk,  not  
according to emot ions and feel ings,  not  because they  
hav e, “marching orders” – but  according to an inward 
real izat ion of  Jesus Chri st .  
 
If  we know Christ ,  we wi l l  usual ly know what is OF HIM.  If  
we know Jesus,  we wi l l  discern His wi l l  – this is real ly the 
ONLY way to t ruly discern His wi l l .   As the bel iev er comes 
into an inward knowledge of  Jesus,  the wi l l  of  God that  is 
IN HIM wi l l  l i kewise be unfolded.  
 
This doesn’t  mean God wi l l  nev er speci f ical ly lead His 
people.   But  pr imari ly God leads by a knowledge of  
Himself ,  which wi l l  always harmonize wi th the wri t ten 
Word.   And much of  the t ime, God wi l l  lead us ev en if  we 
don’t  know He is leading.   His footsteps may not  be 
speci f ical ly know to us.   His way might be,  as i t  were,  in  
the sea.   But  Jesus Christ  is THE W AY of  God, and 
ul t imately al l  of  God’s wi l l  and purpose wi l l  lead us into a 
greater knowledge of  HIM. 
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June 28 
God’s Use of Parables 

 
I wi l l  open my mouth in a parable: I wi l l utter dark 

sayings of old:  (Ps.  78:2)  
 

Throughout the ent i re Bible, God uses parables.   He uses 
type and shadow.  He giv es v isions using ev ents and 
objects to  rev eal  Truth;  to rev eal  His wi l l .  He ordains 
physical  objects,  such as the tabernacle in the wi lderness,  
to express spi r i tual  Truth.  And He tel ls actual  parabol ic 
stor ies to i l lustrate spi r i tual  Truth.   Why? 
 
Wel l,  f i rst  of  al l ,  f or every parable,  or type and shadow,  
there is always much di rect  teaching in the Bible.   The 
type and shadow always points to the rea l i ty of  Jesus 
Christ .   And ev ery parable of  Jesus – i f  not  di rect ly 
explained by Jesus – is found in the di rect  teaching of  the 
epist les.   So none of  these parabol ic methods stands as a 
myster ious subst i tute for the Truth.   Rather,  they al l  point  
to the Person of  Jesus Christ  and the Truth in Him. 
 
But  God uses these pictures because in them there is a  
great  deal  of  detai l  that  can be brought out  in a v ery 
simple form.  Consider that  tabernacle in the wi lderness.   
In the OT God giv es speci f ic instruct ions as to i ts 
construct ion and contents.   But  that  is not  God’s point .   
The tabernacle is a type and shadow of  Jesus Christ  –  
and of  God’s ful l  purpose for His people through Him.  
Study the tabernacle and you wi l l  discover incredible 
detai l  of  the Truth in Christ  that  paral lels the Truth in the 
NT.   
 
God has giv en us a mul t i tude of  wi tnesses to the Truth in 
Christ .   The parabol ic method is one way He uses,  di rect  
teaching is another.   But  al l  of  these point  di rect ly to the 
greatest  wi tness of  al l :   Christ  in us,  the hope of  glory. 
 

 
 

June 29 
The Consequence of Getting Our Way 

 
And they tempted God in their heart by asking meat for 

their lust.    Yea,  they spoke against God; they said,  
Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?  (Ps.  78:18-

19)  
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God had prov ided for Israel  in the wi lderness wi th  
MANNA.  They grew t i red of  the same old manna, and 
demanded that  God giv e them meat to eat .   There are 
t imes in the Christ ian l i f e when we wi l l  hav e a,  “wi lderness 
experience.”  W e wi l l  be shut  up unto the Lord.   There wi l l  
be nothing prov ided in our l iv es that  wi l l  f eed our f lesh or  
soul  l i f e – our diet wi l l  solely consist  of  that  which is of  
Jesus Christ ,  who is the t rue bread f rom heaven. 
 
I t  is during those t imes of  discipl ine – wherein we wi l l  
hav e only that  which feeds the spi r i t  – that our f lesh or  
soul  l i f e wi l l  cry out  the most for sat isfact ion.   We may 
repeat the error of  Israel ,  and in fact , of  Esau, in 
demanding that  our natural  man be fed.   And if  we persi st  
in this enough, i t  may be that  God wi l l  al low exact  that  to 
happen.  
 
People who hav e stepped aside f rom the wi l l  of  God into 
what sat isf ies thei r  rel igious f lesh are general ly people 
who, at  f i rst ,  are happy and at  peace.   That  is because 
they hav e got ten what they want.   They are sat isf ied.   
They may ev en conv ince themselv es that  God has fed 
them.  But  there wi l l  be a day of  reckoning down the road.   
I t  is not  necessari ly that  God is going to punish them.  
Rather,  what they chose wi l l  punish them.  There may be 
outward consequences or there may not  – but  the greatest  
consequences wi l l  be a LEANNESS to their  soul .   (see 
Psalm 106:15)  
 
When we forfeit  spi r i tual  riches in Christ  for soul  food the 
end resul t  wi l l  be empt iness in the v ery soul  that  we 
sought to sat isf y.   This is not  only the case much of  the 
t ime in this l i f e.  But i t  certainly wi l l  prov e to be t rue on 
the eternal  lev el .  God wi l l  bid us to repent and turn to  
Him so that  we might  be restored and come into the 
ful lness of  Christ  – for He alone can sat isf y eternal ly. 

 

 
 

June 30 
For His Glory 

 
Help us,  O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy 

name: and del iver us,  and purge away our sins,  for thy 
name's sake.  (Ps.  79:9)  
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I t  is good and r ight  to talk about ev erything that  God has 
done for US.  But  there is also a greater  purpose for 
which God has sav ed humani ty:  For His own name’s 
sake.   God has a plan and purpose.   Yes,  i t  is to be 
worked out  through humani ty.   But  i t  is the plan and 
purpose of  God – i t  is unto His glory and to exal t  His own 
name. 
 
Of  course,  when God is glor if ied,  and His name is exal ted,  
ev eryone else benef i ts.   God wants to glor i fy His name in 
al l  of  creation – but  wants to do thi s THROUGH humani ty.  
Humani ty is therefore the recipient  – through Jesus Christ  
– of  al l  that  God intends to do.   But  humani ty is nev er 
going to be,  “ l i t t le gods.”  W e wi l l  nev er be glor i f ied as 
such.   Rather,  we wi l l  be v ehicles who wi l l  experience 
God’s glory,  and manifest  i t . 
 
Paul  says,  “Christ  in you,  the hope of  glory.”   (Col .  1:27)   
Our hope is not  to hav e OUR glory.   No.   Our hope is HIS 
glory.   Our hope is that  we might  real ize,  experience,  and 
express the glory of  God throughout eterni ty.  

 

 
 

July 1 
The Man of God’s Right Hand 

 
Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon 

the son of man whom thou made strong for thyself.   So 
wil l  not we go back from thee: quicken us,  and we will  

cal l  upon thy name.  Turn us again,  O LORD God of 
hosts,  cause thy face to shine; and we shall  be saved.  

(Ps.  80:17-19)  
 
 

Jesus Chri st  is The Son of  Man.  He i s also cal led by an 
equiv alent  name, “The Last  Adam.”  Jesus is,  “THE MAN 
of  God’s r ight  hand.”   
 
This descript ion of  Jesus as,  “ the man of  God’s r ight  
hand,” not  only shows that  He was the revelat ion of  the 
Father in human form – the Son of  God Incarnate --  and 
that  al l  of  the power  and authori ty of  God was v ested in 
Him – but  i t  l i kewise points to the fact  that  Jesus Christ  is,  
r ight  now, seated at  the r ight  hand of  the Father.   He i s 
THE MAN – and the ONLY MAN – through Whom God is 
rev ealed and through W hom God is working.  
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You wi l l  note that  there are NOT others who are cal led,  
“THE MAN of  God’s r ight  hand.”  No.   There is only ONE 
MAN – only ONE Son of  Man; ONE Son of  God – there i s 
only ONE Sav ior.   The point  is that  God has worked and 
wi l l  cont inue to work SOLELY through Christ .   The 
bel iev er has access to God SOLELY through Christ .   God 
has giv en us al l  things f reely SOLELY in Christ .   There is 
nothing that  God has to giv e outside of  Christ ,  but  has 
giv en us ALL things in Him. 
 
Jesus is THE MAN – He is the Incarnate Son of  God.  And 
i t  is only IN HIM and THROUGH HIM that  bel iev ers can 
experience what is of  God.  God causes His face to shine 
upon us through His Son.  
 

 
 

July 2 
In Spiri t  and in Truth 

 
There shall  no strange god be in thee; neither shalt 

thou worship any strange god.  (Ps.  81:9)  
 

When we read the phrase,  “st range gods,” we are apt  to  
think of  l i t t le statues of  pagan gods,  or maybe about some 
demonic power.   But  a,  “st range god,” is ANY god other  
than the t rue God.  Included in that  would be a distorted 
version of  the t rue God – this too,  would be a false god,  
and a,  “st range god.”  
 
Jesus told the woman a the wel l ,  “But  the hour comes, and 
now i s,  when the t rue worshippers shal l  worship the 
Father in spi r i t and in t ruth:  for the Father seeks such to 
worship him.God is a Spi r i t :  and they that  worship him 
must worship him in spi r i t  and in t ruth.”   If  we are not  
worshipping God IN SPIRIT and IN TRUTH, then we are 
worshiping Him wi th rel igious f lesh,  and in error.   That  
might  be shocking,  but  i t  is what Jesus is get t ing at  in this 
conv ersat ion wi th the woman. 
 
Many professing Chri st ian people are not  worshiping God 
in spi r i t  and Truth,  but  are worshiping a god that  they  
hav e created in thei r  own image.  If  we think this is not  
possible for bel ievers to do,  we need to read Galat ians – 
they were under,  “another gospel ”  – and we need to read I  
Corinthians – they easi ly accepted,  “another  Jesus.”  W e 



 158

also need to read I  John 4,  where John warns about the 
possibi l i ty of  spi r i ts that  are not  of  God wi thin the church 
– a possibi l i ty that  was so real  that  he exhorts us to,  “ test  
the spi r i ts to see whether they are of  God.” 
 
We can be thankful  that  Jesus Christ  promised that  one of  
the pr imary purposes for which His spi r i t  would be giv en 
was to,  “guide us into al l  Truth.”  God SEEKS for people to 
worship Him in spi r i t  and in Truth.   He is cont inual ly 
speaking to us Jesus Christ ,  and desi re to reveal  Christ  IN 
US.  The quest ion for us is:   Are we hearing what God is 
speaking? 
 

 
 

July 3 
God’s Love for All  

 
Oh that my people had hearkened unto me, and Israel  

had walked in my ways!  (Ps.  81:13)  
 

There are many warnings in the Bible against  those who 
would disobey God.  God promises judgment upon such 
ones.   And there is the history of  God’s judgments upon 
His own people.  There is al so the possibi l i ty and real i ty of  
eternal  separat ion f rom God.  For much of  Christ ian 
history,  these facts hav e been used to keep people IN 
LINE – and f rankly, they hav e been used to  keep people 
IN CHURCH.  I t is possible to get  a lot of  mi leage out  of  
fear.   You can scare people into obeying the laws of  God.  
You can conv ince folks to do almost  anything if  you 
promise them a reward for doing i t , even if  that  reward is 
a,  “ f ree get  out  of  jai l  card.” 
 
But  despi te the real i ty of  the judgment of  God, and the 
real i ty of  His chast i sements,  God is NOT a God who 
del ights in the death of  anyone.  He takes no pleasure in  
the death of  the wicked,  much less Hi s people.   In fact , 
God gr iev es when people suf fer the necessary  
consequences for thei r  sin and unbel ief  – as is i l lustrated 
by this Psalm. 
 
Jesus openly wept ov er Jerusalem.  He knew that  about  
forty years af ter His ascension the temple and that  ent i re 
cul ture would be destroyed.   I srael  was God’s chosen but  
had forsaken the Lord.   So now the judgment  had to come. 
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Can we see something here?  Can we see that  God, on 
the one hand, weeps ov er the judgment that  must  come, 
but  on the other,  be the One who br ings that  judgment?  
Can we di scern that  this is the heart  of  a lov ing God and 
Heav enly Father,  who MUST bring chast isement and 
judgment i f  there is to be Truth and r ighteousness and 
salv ation for those who wi l l  come to Christ? 
 
God lov e every human being who has ev er l ived.   And He 
has done al l  that  He can do – wi thin His wi l l  and purpose 
– to sav e al l  through Chri st .   But  make no quest ion about  
i t ;  i t  is only thorough Christ  that  God has prov ided 
salv ation.   And He wi l l , once each of  us is giv en l ight , 
absolutely al low us to reject  Him.  And He wi l l  judge us i f  
we do.   But  He lov es ev en those whom He condemns 
eternal ly – in other words,  He lov es those who hav e 
eternal ly chosen not  to lov e Him. 
 

 
 

July 4 
God’s Offer of Redemption 

 
How long will  ye judge unjustly,  and accept the 

persons of the wicked? Selah.  (Ps.  82:2) 
 

To, “accept the persons of  the wicked,” means to af f i rm 
them exactly as they are.   W e need to lov e them exactly 
as they are – but  i f  a person is perishing we must lov e 
them enough to be a v ehicle of  God unto thei r  f reedom.  
There are few things more wicked and contrary to the 
gospel  than to tel l  someone who is perishing that  they are 
just  f ine.   To do so i s real ly partaking in thei r  sin and 
unbel ief . 
 
In today’s church,  i t  is commonplace to accept wickedness 
and open sin – let  alone to accept false teaching.   The 
church has been infected wi th the mind of  the world.   I t  is 
considered to be,  “ intolerant  and mean-spi r i ted,”  to cal l  
SIN by i ts name.  Rather,  i t  is,  “anything goes.”   
 
Certainly one of  the pr imary examples of  this is same sex  
marr iage.   Many denominat ions hav e now def ined the 
prohibi t ion of  same sex  marriages as HATE.  They are 
cal l ing the af f i rmation of  homosexual i ty,  and the 
af f i rmat ion of  same sex  marriage,  INCLUSION and LOVE.  
This should surpr i se no one because heterosexual  
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immoral i ty has been running rampant in the church for 
decades.   This is the logical  nex t  step in the downward 
progression.  
 
Of  course,  there are those who DO preach hate – they do 
so towards actual  sin as wel l  as toward anyone who 
happens to di sagree wi th them.  But  this is nev er the 
solut ion.   Frankly,  some of  those folks are worse in the 
eyes of  God than those against  whom they preach.  
 
The answer is the gospel  of  grace.   The Truth of  the 
gospel  cal ls SIN by i ts name.  I t  reveals that  God wi l l  
nev er accept wickedness.   He wi l l  nev er af f i rm wickedness 
in any human being.   But  instead of  hat ing the sinner,  God 
of fers a way OUT of  sin through Jesus Christ .   That  is 
redempt iv e,  and i t  is what His people ought  to be doing.   
Then i t  is on the sinner,  hav ing heard the T ruth,  to make 
his or her choice.  
 

 
 

July 5 
The Poor and Fatherless 

 
Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the 

affl icted and needy.  (Ps.  82:3)  
 

The Bible is qui te clear as to God’s wi l l  regarding the 
poor,  the fatherless,  and widows:  The church needs to  
take care of  these people.   And certainly,  as an ex tension 
of  this,  Christ ian indiv iduals should giv e to these needy 
people as they can af ford to do so.  
 
But  sadly,  the church largely ignores God’s exhortat ions 
on this matter today.   Instead,  the church uses i ts money 
to bui ld bigger bui ldings,  more beaut i ful  parsonages,  and 
ev en worse;  many minist r ies use thei r  money to rai se 
more money.   The poor,  orphans,  and widows are usual ly 
ei ther ignored,  or al lot ted such a smal l port ion of  the 
f inancial  resources of  the church that  i t hardly makes a 
dif ference.  
 
Christ ian by the mi l l ions pay t i thes – which is not  requi red 
under the New Cov enant – and giv e of fer ings – because 
they expect  that  doing so wi l l  win them something f rom 
God.  They give thousands upon thousands of  dol lars to 
churches to  support  minist r ies,  and yet  there are people 
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within that  church who cannot af ford basics for thei r 
chi ldren.   There are widows and the elderly in every 
church that  are ignored.  
 
This is not  a matter of  v iolat ing some law that  God has 
laid down.  Rather,  how we use our money is ev idence of  
where our heart  is – Jesus said so.   I f  our hearts were 
r ight  wi th God and we saw the Truth this would not  be a 
problem that  ev en needed to be di scussed.  Caring for the 
needy among us – f i rst  in the church,  and then outsiders – 
would come as natural  as breathing ai r .  
 

 
 

July 6 
Are Christians, “Litt le gods?” 

 
I have said,  Yeare gods; and al l  of you are children of 
the most High.  But ye shall  die l ike men, and fal l  like 

one of the princes.  (Ps.  82:6-7)  
 

To take this one phrase,  “ye are gods,” out  o f  context ,  and 
make i t mean that  Christ ian are,  “ l i t t le gods, ” is so total ly 
absurd that  i f  i t were not  t ragic,  i t  would be humorous.   If  
we read the ent i re Psalm, i t is easi ly af f i rmed that what  
God states in thi s v erse is the meaning:   “Ye are gods,” is 
f igurat iv e language for,  “chi ldren of  the Most High.”  And,  
“chi ldren of  the Most High,” is clear ly def ined in the NT.  
“Chi ldren of  the Most High,” are NEVER, “ l i t t le gods.”   
Rather,  than are REDEEMED HUMANITY – they are those 
who are born f rom abov e in the Son of  God, Jesus Christ .  
 
We are not  ev en CHILDREN of  God separate f rom, or in 
addi t ion to,Jesus Christ .   No.   W e are sons and daughters 
IN THE SON.  Everything that  the believ er IS,  and 
ev erything that  the believ er HAS, is the resul t  of  being IN 
Jesus Christ  – and the resul t  of  then experiencing Him.  
How much less are we l i t t le gods in addi t ion to Jesus 
Christ .  
 
The modern teaching that  we are LITTLE GODS betrays 
an appal l ing ignorance of  Jesus Chri st ,  and a bl indness to  
His plan and purpose in Him.  Anyone who actual ly thinks 
they are a l i t t le god ought to look in the mirror.    
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July 7 

The Meaning of Holiness 
 

Who said,  “Let us take the houses of God to ourselves 
for possession.”…Let them be confounded and 

troubled for ever; yea,  let them be put to shame, and 
perish:  That men may know that thou, whose name 

alone is JEHOVAH, art the most high over al l  the earth.   
(Ps.  83:12,17-18)  

 
In both Bibl ical Hebrew and Greek,  the words t ranslated 
HOLY actual ly means,  “set  apart  for God’s use.”  In more 
modern terms, “holy,”  means to BELONG TO GOD.  A 
related term in the NT is the term, “saint . ”   That  Engl ish 
t ranslat ion comes f rom the same root  word as does HOLY.  
A saint  is,  “a holy one.”  And then there is the term, 
“sanct i f icat ion.”   I t  comes f rom that  same Greek root .   Al l  
of  these words speak of  belonging to God. 
 
This is why to use your sel f  – any part  of  yoursel f  – for 
your own purposes is UNHOLY.  How much more this 
appl ies to the body of  Christ!   To use the church,  or the 
people who comprise the church,  to serv e your own ends 
– to take the house of  God as your own possession – is an 
UNHOLY thing.   I t  is a v iolation of  the hol iness of  God 
Himself . 
 
Paul  wri tes much about the church,  and about the 
indiv iduals in the church,  as being HOLY – “God’s temple 
is holy,  which temple YOU ARE.”  (I  Cor.  3:16-17)  None 
of  us hav e the r ight  to use others,  make merchandise of  
others,  to lord i t  ov er others,  to use others to bolster our  
pr ide or minist ry.  This is sin against  the body of  Christ  
and against  Christ  Himsel f . 
 
Can we see that  thi s is more than just  a matter of  doing or 
not  doing the r ight  things?  I t  is a  matter of  REVERENCE 
for God Himself  – a matter of  t reat ing what belongs to 
God as i f  i t  does.   And WE belong to God – as does our  
Christ ian brethren.  
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July 8 
A Heart Cry For God 

 
How amiable are thy tabernacles,  O LORD of hosts!   
My soul longs, yea,  even faints for the courts of the 
LORD: my heart and my flesh cries out for the l iving 

God.  (Ps.  84:1-2)  
 

I t  is good and r ight  for a bel iever to cry out  to the Lord for 
help.   But  there is something deeper here – there i s a  
heart  cry for GOD HIMSELF.  This is a desi re to know and 
experience God through Jesus Chri st .  
 
No one is going to cry out  for God unt i l  they become 
dissat isf ied wi th themselv es – or ev en sick of  themselv es.   
God has to br ing us to the point  where we t ruly desi re,  
indeed, LONG for Himself .  Can we see that  some law 
could not  mandate this?  I t  cannot be commanded.  I t  is a 
matter of  BEING – if  we are in Chri st  we wi l l  ev entual ly 
cry out  FOR GOD.  I t  wi l l  be in our,  “spi r i tua l  DNA,” to do 
so.  
 
Jesus Chri st  is the t rue tabernacle of  God.  He is the,  
“court  of  the Lord.”   As the bel iev er loses himself  to Jesus 
Christ ,  this desi re wi l l  come along.   And the fact is,  i t wi l l  
nev er, in this age,  be t ruly sat isf ied.   For the more we 
experience Jesus Chri st  in this age,  the more we wi l l  
desi re Him.  That  is not  because of  who we are,  but  
because of  Who He IS. 

 

 
 

July 9 
Be Sti l l  and Praise God 

 
Blessed are they that dwell  in thy house: they wil l  be 

sti l l  praising thee. Selah.  (Ps.  84:4)  
 

“To be st i l l , ”  is not  passiv i ty in the mind of  God.  Rather,  i t  
is abandonment to God Himsel f .  There may be much 
act iv i ty,  or there may be no act iv ity,  but  to BE STILL 
suggests that  my fai th and rest  are in Jesus Christ .  
 
The phrase,  “be st i l l  praising God,” is reminiscent  of  the 
conquering of  Jer icho by Israel .   Israel  was commanded 
by God to encompass that  ci ty once for each of  six  days,  
and sev en t imes on the sev enth day.   They were to  
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encompass that  ci ty fol lowing the ARK – al l  the whi le 
praising God.  For al l  thi r teen of  those laps around 
Jericho,  Israel  was STILL by  fai th – they were not  
at tacking Jericho.   But  they were praising God for the 
v ictory that  they knew was al ready,  in  God’s mind,  
completely f inished.   Then af ter thi rteen laps around 
Jericho,  the wal ls fel l .   Jer icho was conquered wi thout  a  
shot  being f i red.   Israel  had one NOTHING to contr ibute to  
this v ictory.   They simply believ ed and by fai th praised.  
 
For praise to be real ,  i t  must  be BY FAITH.  W e must 
KNOW God is worthy.   For those who, “dwel l  in the house 
of  God,” that  is,  dwel l  in Jesus Christ ,  praise should be 
more than words.   I t  ought to be an expression of  faith in 
our at t i tude towards God.    
 

 
 

July 10 
The Valley of Baca 

 
Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; in whose 
heart are the ways of them.  Who passing through the 

val ley of Baca make i t  a well ;  the rain also fi l ls the 
pools.   (Ps.  84:5-6)  

 
The v alley of  Baca was l ike an ar id dessert .   There was no 
water there.   The Psalmist  is saying that  i f  God is our 
st rength,  the v al ley of  Baca wi l l  be as a wel l  – that  is,  in 
Christ ,  there are resources that  are not  in our earthly 
nature.   W E are the val ley of  Baca.   He is the eternal  wel l . 
 
Al l  through scr ipture we read phrases l ike,  “God IS our 
st rength,”  and,  “our st rength is IN Thee,” and many other  
similar Truths.   In the NT, we read that  God does not  
merely give us strength or giv e us things,  but  that  Jesus 
Christ  IS our st rength,  and that  God has given us Christ  
Himself , in W hom are al l  things.   In short ,  God has 
wrapped up ALL that  He has to giv e in His Son, and i t  is 
only in Christ  that  we can experience what God has to  
giv e. 
 
This matter of  st rength is a case in point .   God does not  
giv e us a THING called,  “st rength,”  or,  “power.”   No.   He 
giv es us Chri st  – W ho IS the power of  God.  ( I  Cor.  1:24)  
Thus,  in order to be strong IN the Lord,  we must f i rst  be 
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shown as weak in ourselv es,  so that  we wi l l ,  by faith abide 
in Him. 
 
There are eternal  resources in Christ  that  wi l l  enable us to  
ex ist  as a f lesh and blood human being during this age – 
al though our natural  man is as spi r i tual ly arid as Baca – 
and yet  we wi l l  not  hunger or thi rst  because we can eat  
and dr ink of  Christ .   In Christ  are al l  the resources of  God.  
 

 
 

July 11 
Losing to Find 

 
I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, 
than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.  (Ps.  84:10)  

 
According to Jesus Christ ,  i t  is not  possible to fol low Him 
unless we deny ourselv es,  pick up our Cross,  and LOSE 
our l iv es into His hands.   (Matt .  16:24)  Yet  He also said  
that  i f  we wi l l  do this,  we would FIND l i f e – real ly,  we wi l l  
f ind HIM AS OUR LIFE.  Thus,  i f  we know the Truth,  we 
are going to echo the words of  this Psalm – there is 
NOTHING of  this l i f e that  can compare to the r iches in  
Christ  Jesus.  
 
Paul  not  only taught the same thing, but  actual ly 
experienced i t .   He said,  “But  what things were gain to  
me, those I  counted loss for Christ .Yea doubt less,  and I  
count  al l  things lost  for the excellency of  the knowledge of  
Christ  Jesus my Lord:  for whom I  hav e,  suf fered the loss 
of  al l  things,  and do count them as dung, that  I  may win 
Christ . ”    (Phi l . 3:7-8)  Paul  lost  many mater ial  things,  but  
abov e al l ,  Paul  lose his own r ighteousness.   But  by doing 
so,  He found Chri st  as hi s r ighteousness – he was found 
IN CHRIST.   
 
The,  “ tents of  wickedness,” stand for any l i f e outside of  
Christ  – including a rel igious l i f e l ike Paul  had before his 
conv ersion.   Christ  is OUR DWELLING place.   I t is bet ter 
to be a,  “door keeper,”  in Christ  – to have nothing in 
ourselv es in which to boast  – than i t  is to l ive for this l i f e 
according to rel igious f lesh.   Those who know Jesus 
Christ  wi l l  want nothing more and nothing less than His 
perfect  wi l l  f or now, and for the eternal  ages.  
 



 166

 
 

July 12 
Freely Received and Freely Given 

 
For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD wil l  
give grace and glory: no good thing wil l he withhold 

from them that walk uprightly.    O LORD of hosts,  
blessed is the man that trust in thee.   (Ps.  84:11-12)  

 
People can make the Bible mean what they please,  and 
this passage is one that  of ten been made to mean 
something God nev er intended.  W hen God says that  He 
wi l l  not  wi thhold any good thing f rom those who walk  
upright ly,  He was not  saying that  i t  is possible to earn 
f rom God through our works.   Rather,  He was speaking of  
the walk by faith – those who walk by fai th in Christ  wi l l  
be safe for good things.   God wi l l  be f ree to giv e them HIS 
WILL – God wi l l  be able to bless them wi th whatev er sui ts 
His purpose.  
 
You wi l l  note that  this promise that  God wi l l  not  wi thhold 
any good thing f rom those who walk upright ly is prefaced 
by the phrase,  “ the Lord wi l l  give grace and glory.”   God 
giv es al l  things solely by His grace in Jesus Christ  --  and 
nothing is giv en upon any other basis.   And what God 
giv es by His grace must be receiv ed f reely by grace.   If  a 
person i s indeed f reely receiv ing what is f reely giv en,  then 
that  person wi l l  be safe for the blessings of  God.  The fact 
that  they are f reely receiv ing what God f reely giv es in 
Christ  test i f ies to that  fact . 
 
The Psalmist  says,  “Blessed is the man that  t rusts in 
You.”  There i t  is – i t  is only as we t rust  the Lord – t rust  
Him instead of  ourselv es – that  we are f reely receiv ing by 
grace.   Then we are not  only blessed because we know 
God, but  God can bless us according to His purpose in our  
l ives.  
 

 
 

July 13 
The Taking Away of Sin 

 
Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people,  thou 

hast covered al l  their sin.  Selah.  (Ps.  85:2) 
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Under the Old Cov enant,  there was prov ision for the 
COVERING of  sin.   This goes al l  the way back to where 
God, “cov ered,” the nakedness of  Adam and Ev e af ter 
they sinned wi th animal  skins.   That  was a type and 
shadow.  But  in Jesus Chri st ,  there is more than just  a 
cov ering for sin.   There is an actual  TAKING AWAY of  sin. 
 
John the Bapt ist  announced Jesus Christ  to the world by  
proclaiming,  “Behold,  the Lamb of  God, W ho TAKES 
AWAY the sin of  the world.”   (John 1:29)  Jesus Christ  
actual ly bore the sin of  the human race in His body (I  
Peter 2:24) --  and then He died.   Jesus BECAME our sin  
for us.   ( I I  Cor.  5:21)  W hen He died He made i t  possible  
for us to die in Him, and thus,  l iv e unto God.  (see 
Romans 6:-10)  Al l  of  this speaks of  the fact that  in Jesus 
Christ  sin is taken away. 
 
Forgiv eness does not  take away sin – forgiveness takes 
away only the penal ty FOR sin.   Jesus won forgiv eness for 
al l  of  us,  but  more than this,  Jesus Chri st  died and was 
raised so that  we could die and be rai sed in Him as new 
creat ions who hav e been del iv ered f rom the Adam race.   
As new creat ions our sin is taken away – or to put  i t  
another way – we hav e been taken away f rom our sin -- 
through the new bi r th in Christ .   Actual  f reedom f rom sin 
depends on the real i ty that  Jesus took away our sin.  
 

 
 

July 14 
True Revival  

 
Wilt  thou not revive us again: that thy people may 

rejoice in thee?  (Ps.  85:6)  
 

In one sense of  the world,  i t  is nonsense to cry out  to God 
for rev ival.   If  there is a need for rev iv al  the answer i s not  
that  God must come down and act  upon us.   Rather,  i f  
people know enough to cry out  for rev ival , they need to  
rev ive themselv es – for they al ready hav e the l i f e of  Christ  
wi thin.   They can start  bel iev ing and obeying God.  
 
Rev ival  means,  “ to make al iv e again.”   But  today ’s 
def init ion of  REVIVAL has been modif ied to mean signs,  
wonders,  mi racles,  and in most  cases,  a bunch of  
emot ional ism.  These THINGS make no one to come al ive.  
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Jesus Christ  is THE LIFE and if  rev ival is to happen,  
people must encounter Him. 
 
Real  rev ival  must  begin wi th l ight  upon that  which has 
caused people to need l i f e in Christ  – and that  means 
JUDGMENT.  God must judge sin and unbel ief  i f  rev ival is 
to take place.   Thus,  rev iv al  wi l l  involve repentance and a 
return to Jesus Christ  as our l i f e.   As the Psalmist  says,  
“Rev ive us that  we may rejoice in THEE.”  
 

 
 

July 15 
Reverence for God 

 
Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him.  (Ps.  

85:9)  
 

When scr ipture speaks of ,  “ the fear of  the Lord,”  i t  does 
not  mean, “ to be af raid of  God.”  No.   “The fear of  the 
Lord,”  is REVERENCE for God.  I t  means to ascr ibe to  
Him His v alue.   I t  means that  we real ize who He i s and 
what He has done.  Rev erence for God is real ly an 
at t i tude of  worship.  
 
The Bible tel ls us that ,  “God is lov e,” and adds,  “There is 
no fear in lov e,  for perfect  love cast  out  fear. ”   ( I  John 
4:16-18)  W ell ,  i f  God IS lov e,  and perfect  love casts OUT 
fear,  then this is proof  that  knowing God wi l l  not  inci te 
fear,  but  wi l l  cast  i t  out .   If  we know God through Jesus 
Christ ,  we wi l l  NOT be af raid of  Him, but  we wi l l  rev ere 
Him.  
 
Another way to contrast  rev erence and being af raid is to 
real ize that  to the degree that  I  rev ere God I  wi l l  want to  
draw near to Him.  But  to the degree that  I  am af raid of  
God I  wi l l  want to hide f rom Him. 
 
Rev erence for God and being af raid of  God are opposi tes.   
To the degree that  we know God, we wi l l  receiv e His lov e, 
and rev ere Him.  We wi l l  NOT be af raid of  Him.   
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July 16 
The Alpha and Omega 

 
Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and 

peace have kissed each other.   (Ps.  85:10)  
 

The gospel  of  John states,  “Grace and Truth came in 
Jesus Chri st . ”   (John 1:17)  Paul  tel ls us that  Jesus 
Christ ,  “ is made to be unto us….righteousness.”  ( I  Cor.  
1:30)  This Psalm is therefore a parabol ic declarat ion that  
in the Person of  Jesus Chri st ,  mercy and Truth meet 
together.   In the Person of  Jesus,  r ighteousness and 
peace kiss each other.  
 
Jesus Chri st  said,  “ I  AM the Alpha and the Omega; the 
f i rst  and the last . ”   (Rev.  1:11)  This means He is ALL.   
This might  not  make much sense i f  we t ry to think about i t  
physical ly.   But  spi r i tual ly,  i t  means that  the Person of  
Jesus Christ  is the embodiment of  ALL.   
 

 
 

July 17 
Set In the Way of His Steps 

 
Righteousness shall  go before him; and shall  set us in 

the way of his steps.  (Ps.  85:13)  
 

Bel iev ers are told that  we are to fol low in the steps of  
Jesus Chri st .   Peter states,  “For unto thi s hav e you been 
cal led,  because Christ  suf fered for us,  leav ing us an 
example,  that  you should fol low in His steps.”  ( I  Peter  
2:21)  Paul  says,  “By grace are you sav ed through 
fai th…we are His workmanship,  created in  Christ  Jesus 
unto good works,  which God has ordained that  we should 
walk in them.”  (Eph. 2:8-10)  To be SET IN THE WAY OF 
HIS STEPS is the way of  the Cross.   I t is the way of ,  “by 
grace through fai th unto good works.”   I t  is the way of  
r ighteousness by fai th. 
 
Righteousness by  fai th is always the way of  God.  W e may 
be qui te f lawed in our obedience.   W e may sin ev ery day.   
But  rather than t rust  in our own r ighteousness,  we can 
t rust  in Chri st  as our r ighteousness.   And doing so IS the 
way of  His steps.   I t  is real ly what needs to be behind our  
obedience.  
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July 18 
Truth Comes by Revelation 

 
Teach me thy way, O LORD; I wil l  walk in thy truth: 

unite my heart to fear thy name. (Ps.  86:11) 
 

Humani ty born in Adam is born completely void of  Truth.   
There is NO l i f e,  NO l ight , and NO Truth in natural  man.  
Consequent ly,  we must up Truth or rev elat ion f rom out  of  
ourselv es.   There i s nothing in us to muster  up.   Nei ther  
can we LEARN CHRIST by human ef fort .   But  our 
condi t ion in Adam is actual ly much worse.   W e do not  
stand on neutral  ground.  Rather,  we are born at  enmity 
against  God.  W e are,  as creatures,  const i tuted contrary  
to Him.  This is the damage done by the sin of  Adam. 
 
The Psalmist  cr ies,  “Teach me Thy W ay, O Lord.”   To cry  
out  thusly is our only opt ion.   Al l  Truth comes by 
rev elat ion,  and God must take the ini t iat ive to rev eal  to us 
His Son.   
 
Jesus made this clear to His disciples.   When Peter 
confessed, “You are the Christ ,  the Son of  the Liv ing 
God,” Jesus did not  commend him for f igur ing this out .  
No.   W hat He did say was,  “Flesh and blood has no 
rev ealed this to you,  but  My Father W ho is in heav en.”  
(Matt .  16:17)  Humani ty is nev er the source of  Truth.   
Jesus is the Truth and it  is the Father who must REVEAL 
Him. 
 
I t  is the wi l l  of  God that  we cry out  to Him for a rev elat ion 
of  His Son.  That  is a prayer that  God wi l l  always answer.   
Indeed, He has promised that  He wi l l  guide those who 
hunger for Truth into al l  Truth.   (John 16:13)  

 
Seeing the Truth in Christ  has an impact .  That  impact  is 
that  we wi l l  REVERE God – we wi l l  v oluntar i ly rev erse and 
lov e Him.  That  is not  because of  us.   I t  is because we 
hav e seen HIM. 
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July 19 
The Gates of Zion 

 
The LORD loves the gates of Zion more than al l  the 

dwell ings of Jacob.  (Ps.  87:2)  
 

The, “gates of  Zion,” represents a people in a ful l  
real izat ion of  Jesus Christ .   The,  “dwel l ings of  Jacob,” 
represents a people who are not  yet  to that  point .   They 
are st i l l  growing out  of  rel igious f lesh.   Note that  the Lord 
lov es the gates of  Zion more than ALL the dwel l ings of  
Jacob – i t  isn ’t  that  He doesn’t  lov e the dwel l ings of  
Jacob.  But  He lov es the gates of  Zion more – because i t  
is the ful lness of  His Son expressed in a people.  
 
God has a purpose for His people.   I t  is that  we might  
come into the ful lness of  Jesus Christ .   But  of  course,  i t  
takes t ime and experience.   One of  the OT examples of  
this is the wi lderness experience of  Israel .   In the 
wi lderness,  I srael ,  that  is,  Jacob, dwel t  in tents.   God did  
lov e them.  But  He lov ed them unto a greater purpose 
than the wi lderness.   He wanted them in The Promised 
Land.  I t  was in The Promised Land where the gates of  
Zion became a real i ty. 
 
God wants al l  bel iev ers to dwel l ,  not  in the tent  of  Jacob, 
but  in the gates of  Zion.   Hebrews says,  “You are come to 
Mount Zion….”  (Heb. 12:22)  The ful lness of  Christ  is His 
wi l l  f or al l . 
 

 
 

July 20 
God Will  Establish Zion 

 
And of Zion i t shall  be said,  This and that man was 
born in her: and the highest himself shall  establish 

her.   (Ps.  87:5)  
 

To be,  “born in Zion,” means that  we hav e been born f rom 
abov e in Jesus Christ  – and are coming into a ful l  
real izat ion of  Him.  Zion represents God’s ful l  thought for 
His people in Christ .    
 
I t  is only His Son that  God Himsel f  wi l l  establ ish.   
Consequent ly,  i t  is only people who are walking in Christ  
by faith,  and who hav e given themselv es to Him, that  God 
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wi l l  commit  Himsel f  to wi th regards to Christ ian serv ice.  
In short ,  i f  God wi l l  commit  Himsel f  only to Christ ,  then He 
wi l l  commit  Himsel f  only to people who are at  one wi th His 
purpose in Christ .  
 
This is the key to Christ ian minist ry.   People think that  
they can form a church,  hand i t  to God, and that  He is 
obl igated to bless i t .   They think i f  they do something in 
the name of  Jesus that  God wi l l  commit  Himsel f  to i t .  No.  
God’s purpose is the ful lness of  Christ .   There is no other  
purpose that  He has for His people.   Consequent ly He wi l l  
establ ish only that  which is establ ishing His Son in  
people.  

 

 
 

July 21 
Isolated Unto Christ 

 
Lover and friend hast thou put far from me, and mine 

acquaintance into darkness.  (Ps.  88:18)  
God has ordained that  there be minist ry in the body of  
Christ .   One purpose i s to hold each other  up;  to edi f y 
each other in Christ .   But  nev er make the mistake of  
thinking that  this means that  i t  is God’s wi l l  f or Christ ians 
to put  thei r  fai th in each other – or to depend upon each 
other for thei r  relationship wi th God.  No.   The purpose of  
the Body is to encourage each other to rel y upon Christ  
and to personal ly and indiv idually come into a realizat ion 
of  Him. 
 
I  cannot walk by YOUR fai th,  and you cannot walk by 
MINE.  I cannot know Jesus Christ  FOR you.  But  what I  
can do i s walk by my fai th,  and know Chri st  for myself , 
and then,  because I  do,  I  can edi f y you in Christ ,  and help 
you to walk by your fai th, and help you to real ize Him for 
yoursel f .   This is the minist ry of  the Body.  
 
There are numerous reasons why God might  isolate a 
person f rom brethren.   Perhaps He knows that  i f  they were 
in a church,  or wi th brethren,  that  they would rely upon 
them instead of  Himself .   Perhaps they would subst i tute 
the church as at  THING for Christ .   Or ev en though the 
person does not  hav e any of  those v ulnerabi l i t ies,  perhaps 
God wants to shut  them up to Himsel f  as a part  of  a 
greater purpose.   Being shut  up to Christ  is NOT a sign 
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that  something is wrong.  I t  may be a sign that  ev erything 
is absolutely r ight .  
 

 
 

July 22 
The Seed of David 

 
I have sworn unto David my servant,  Thy seed wil l  I 

establish for ever,  and build up thy throne to al l  
generations. Selah.  (Ps.  89:3-4)  

 
The seed of  Dav id is the same Person as i s the seed of  
Abraham:  Jesus Christ .   Indeed, Jesus is,  “ the seed of  
the woman,” going al l  the way back to the f i rst  promise of  
a Sav ior in Genesi s 3:15.   This Psalm is a promise that  
Jesus Christ  wi l l  reign forev er in the kingdom of  God. 
 
Right  f rom Genesis 3:15,  and reaf f i rmed many t imes 
throughout God’s deal ings wi th His people,  God had 
promised a SEED.  But not  just  any seed.  He promised a 
Sav ior who would be the seed of  woman.  In other words,  
God has always promised a God-man.   
 
A God-man – God Incarnate – was essent ial  for the 
salv ation of  humani ty.  Only i f  God became man could 
man be brought back into oneness wi th God.  Only i f  God 
became man could God later dwel l  in man.   
 
God promised a seed of  woman would dest roy the works 
of  the Dev il .   Jesus Christ  accompl ished thi s v ictory and 
because He did,  not  only wi l l  He reign forever as King of  
kings,  but  those who are in Him wi l l  l i kewise reign wi th  
Him. 
 

 
 

July 23 
Reverence for God in the Church 

 
God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the 

saints,  and to be had in reverence of al l  them that are 
about him.  (Ps.  89:7)  

 
Rev erence for God ought to be the outcome of  coming into 
a real izat ion of  Jesus Christ .   You cannot  know God – 
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t ruly know Him in spi r i t  and in Truth – except that  the 
impact  upon you i s a rev erence for Him.  And once a 
person rev eres God, they  are going to  ref lect  that  towards 
thei r  Christ ian brethren.  
 
One way that  rev erence for God is l ived towards Christ ian 
brethren i s by real iz ing that  none of  us belongs to another  
– but  that  each bel iev er belongs to God.  I  do not  hav e the 
r ight  to v iolate God’s purpose in another.   Rather,  I  need 
to be an instrument unto God’s purpose – ev en if  that  
means to simply keep my hands of f  and let  God work.  
 
“Hol iness,” means,  “ to belong to God.”  EACH bel iev er 
belongs to God.  Thus,  in order to rev ere God, i t is v ital 
that  each of  us t reat  as holy God’s interests in others.  
 
Al l  bel ievers must al low God to hav e His proper place in 
the l ives of  others.   W e must nev er usurp that .   And we 
must al low God to hav e His place ov er the congregat ion.   
If  we rev ere God we wi l l  be glad to do so.  
 

 
 

July 24 
Justice and Judgment 

 
Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: 
mercy and truth shall  go before thy face.   (Ps.  89:14)  

 
The throne of  God speaks of  His sov ereignty – God is just  
and He is the eternal  judge.  But  God’s just ice and 
judgment are always preceded by God’s mercy and Truth.  
 
This is a Truth repeated al l  through the Bible.   God must  
hav e a just  basis for judgment.   That just  basi s for 
judgment is that  He f i rst  sends forth mercy and Truth.   
 
The mercy of  God is manifested through His f reely giv en 
grace in Jesus Christ .   The Truth wi l l  rev eal the mercy of  
God to us – the Truth wi l l  expose our sin and unbel ief ,  
and wi l l  rev eal  to us Christ  as the solut ion.   But  once 
mercy and Truth hav e been given and received,  then we 
are accountable to God.  W e wi l l  then be judged according 
to how we hav e responded to Jesus Christ .  
 
The same Truth that  God intends to set  us f ree wi l l  judge 
us for our unbel ief  i f  we refuse.   Once God br ings l ight  we 
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are accountable;  we cannot go back.   But  this is not  bad 
news.  I t  is the good news of  God’s mercy and Truth in  
Christ .   
 

 
 

July 25 
The Glory of Our Strength 

 
For thou art the glory of their strength:  (Ps.  89:17)  

 
One def ini t ion of  Christ iani ty is,  “Christ  in you,  the hope 
of  glory.”   (Col . 1:27)  But  is our hope for our OW N glory?  
No.  Our hope is that  He might  manifest  HIS glory in and 
through us.   In short ,  our hope is that  we might  
experience the ful lness of  His glory,  and mani fest  Him to 
others.  
 
Our course,  the word,  “hope,” points toward the future.   
“Christ  in us,”  is our present hope of  real iz ing His ful l  
glory in the eternal  ages.   In other words,  present ly we 
hope – which in the Greek means,  “expect” – to 
experience His glory in the eternal  ages.   But  once the 
eternal  ages arr iv al ,  Christ  wi l l  no longer be our HOPE of  
glory.   He wi l l  be the real izat ion of  His glory in us.  
Humani ty has no glory;  humani ty wi l l  nev er hav e glory.  
Jesus Chri st  IS the glory of  our st rength – in  other words,  
rather than be giv en glory,  or being made to look l ike 
Jesus,  the bel iev er is to manifest  Christ  Himself .   His 
glory wi l l  be seen in us – He is the glory of  our st rength.  
 

 
 

July 26 
The Firstborn of God 

 
I wi l l  make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of 

the earth.   (Ps.  89:27)  
 

Jesus Christ  is the ONLY begotten Son of  God.  There are 
NOT other,  “son of  Gods,” in addi t ion to Jesus.   Jesus is 
the ONLY -- and UNIQUELY born --  Son of  God. 
 
Jesus was the only begotten Son of  God BEFORE His 
human bi r th.   W e know thi s because John states,  “ In thi s 
was manifested the lov e of  God toward us,  because that  
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God sent  His only begotten Son into the world,  that  we 
might  l iv e through him” ( I  John 4:9).But  once He was born,  
and died and was raised,  Jesus was also cal led,  “ the 
f i rstborn f rom the dead.”  (see Col .  1:18)  So the only 
begotten Son of  God became a human being,  but  then as 
a human being died.   He was rai sed as the f i rstborn out  
f rom the dead.  
 
Now what does that  term, “f i rstborn out  f rom the dead,”  
mean?  W ell ,  obv iously,  the resurrect ion of  Jesus Chri st  
was a BIRTH – unto LIFE.  But  since Jesus is cal led the 
FIRSTBORN then i t means that  He was raised out  of  death 
into a l i f e that  had nev er existed before – He was the 
FIRSTBORN of  this l i f e;  a l i f e that  emerged f rom out  of  
death.    
 
Here we see that  the resurrect ion of  Jesus was not  merely 
a,  “rev ersal  of  dead,” back again to  the l i f e He possessed 
before He died.   No.   His resurrect ion was unt i l  a brand 
NEW LIFE – He was the FIRSTBORN of  that  l i f e. 
 
The resurrect ion l i f e that  Jesus possessed through His 
resurrect ion is a DIFFERENT KIND of  l i f e than had ev er 
ex isted through natural  bi r th.   But  i t is a,  “higher l i f e than 
any of  the kings of  the earth.”   It  is eternal ,  indestruct ible,  
and incorrupt ible.  I t  is l i f e that  is not  only born f rom out  of  
death – but  which has complete v ictory OVER death.  
 

 
 

July 27 
Children of God in THE Son 

 
I wi l l  make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of 
the earth.   My mercy wil l I keep for him for evermore,  
and my covenant shall  stand fast with him.   His seed 
also wil l  I make to endurefor ever,  and his throne as 

the days of heaven.  (Ps.  89:27-29)  
 

Jesus Christ  is the ONLY begotten Son of  God, and 
through Hi s death and resurrect ion,  is the God’s f i rstborn 
f rom the dead.  But  i f  we come to Christ  and are born f rom 
abov e IN HIM – we too become sons and daughters of  
God.  
 
I t  is essent ial  that  we understand that  we are not  sons 
and daughters of  God, “ in addi tion,”  to Jesus – as i f  He is 
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the BIG Son of  God, and we are addi t ional ,  “ l i t t le, ”  sons of  
God.  No.   W e are sons and daughters of  God only IN 
HIM. 
 
When we are sav ed, we are joined to the Lord and 
become one spi r i t  wi th Him.  Thus,  God does not  giv e us a 
THING called,  “eternal  l i f e. ”   No.   He gives us His Son,  
WHO IS THE LIFE – and HE becomes OUR l i f e.   Indeed, 
God has giv en us ALL things f reely in His Son – and has 
giv en nothing outside of  Jesus.   Thus,  we are chi ldren of  
God only because we are joined to Him.  Our v ery l i f e and 
relat ionship wi th the Father is based upon the fact that  we 
are joined to Christ  and He is our l i f e. 
 
We are al l  chi ldren of  God IN Christ  Jesus.   There is the 
Father,  and there is Hi s ONLY begotten Son, and there 
are the sons and daughters who are IN the Son.  That is 
the fami ly of  God – i t is because of  God’s purpose in The 
Son that  we too hav e an inheri tance and wi l l  be made to 
l ive and endure forev er. 
 

 
 

July 28 
The Throne of The Son 

 
I wi l l  make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of 
the earth.   My mercy wil l I keep for him for evermore,  
and my covenant shall  stand fast with him.   His seed 
also wil l  I make to endurefor ever,  and his throne as 

the days of heaven.  (Ps.  89:27-29)  
 

There is only ONE throne that  God has to g iv e – and He 
has giv en i t  to His only Son.  This throne was not  merely a 
gif t .   I t was obtained through v ictory ov er death and the 
enemy.  Jesus conquered al l  and so now under the Father,  
rules al l  as King of  kings.  
 
What this means is that  God does not  hav e other thrones 
to giv e His people.   You and I wi l l  nev er hav e our own 
throne UNDER Jesus.   No.   Indeed, Jesus promised,  “To 
him that  ov ercomes wi l l  I  grant  to si t  wi th me in MY 
throne,  ev en as I  also ov ercame, and am set  down wi th  
MY Father in HIS throne.”  (Rev .  3:21)  Rather than be 
giv en separate thrones,  the bel iev er is to si t  wi th Chri st  in 
HIS THRONE. 
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This only makes sense because we are sons and 
daughters of  God only IN the Son.  We hav e an 
inheri tance only IN the Son.  Ev erything that  God has for 
the bel iev er is IN CHRIST. 
 
To si t  wi th Jesus Chri st  IN His throne does not  mean we 
are equal  to Him.  No.   I t  means that  we are EXTENSIONS 
of  Him.  Because He gov erns us,  and only i f  He gov erns 
us,  can He gov ern THROUGH us – forev er, as,  “ the days 
of  heav en.” 
 

 
 

July 29 
The Need to See Jesus 

 
How long, LORD? Wil l  You hide Yourself forever?  (Ps.  

89:46)  
 

In the midst  of  a season of  t r ial ,  perhaps the most  
common cry of  our heart  is this one,  “How long,  Lord?  
Wil l  You hide yoursel f  f orev er?”  But is i t  possible that  
God is not  real ly hiding Himself  at  al l?  But  that the 
problem is wi th US – that  the problem is wi th our abi l i ty to 
see Him? 
 
God doesn’t  hide Himsel f  – not  in the sense of  making 
Himself  inaccessible to His people.   Hardly,  since the v ery 
def init ion a Christ ian is one in whom Christ  dwel ls.   But  
that  being said,  the Christ ian l i f e is a matter of  Christ  
being unfolded to the bel iev er, and the bel iev er coming 
into an inward real izat ion of  Christ .   This is where the 
problem arises:   W hen we don’t  know Jesus;  when we do 
not  hav e ears to hear nor eyes to see.   I t  is then that  i t  
seems that  God is hiding.   But  He isn ’t .   We just  don’t  
hav e eyes to see.  
 
Jesus said,  “Blessed are the pure in heart ,  f or they shal l  
see God.”  (Matt . 5:8)  Al l  through the NT we are told that  
to the ex tent  that  we open ourselv es to God – for 
whatev er i t takes and no matter the cost  – that  we wi l l  see 
God.  Of  course,  this make take some time and 
experience.   But  God promises that  i f  our eye is single to  
Him that  our ent i re body wi l l  be ful l  of  l ight  – we wi l l  see 
Him.  (see Matt .  6:22) 
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Our great  need is not  so much that  God gives us facts or 
information.   What we need is rev elat ion – of  the Person 
of  Jesus Chri st .   I t  is then that  we wi l l  real ize that  Jesus 
was nev er hiding f rom us.   W e simply needed to be 
brought to where we could see Him. 
 

 
 

July 30 
Our Eternal Dwell ing Place 

 
Lord,  thou hast been our dwell ing place in al l  

generations.  (Ps.  90:1)  
 

Jesus Chri st  is the dwel l ing place of  the bel iev er.  
Christ iani ty is,  “Christ  in you,” (Col .  1:27)  or,  as i t  is 
suggested in this Psalm, “the bel iev er in Christ . ”   Both 
expressions point  to the fact  that  a bel iev er is,  “ joined to 
the Lord and made one spi r i t  wi th Him.”  ( I  Cor.  6:17)  
 
“Our dwel l ing place,” is the place f rom which we l iv e.   
Christ  is also the LIFE of  the bel iever.   He is our ALL.  
 
Jesus said,  “ In My Father’s house there are many dwel l ing 
places….. I  go to prepare a place for you,  and i f  I go to 
prepare a place for you,  I  wi l l  come again,  and receiv e 
you unto Mysel f , that  where I  am you may also be.” (John 
14:2-3)  In this age,  Jesus Christ  is our spi r i tual  dwel l ing 
place.   But  because Christ  is in us,  He is preparing us in 
Himself  for a dwel l ing place that  is to be for the eternal  
ages.   That  wi l l  happen when He returns for His people.  
 

 
 

July 31 
Numbering Our Days 

 
So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our 

hearts unto wisdom.  (Ps.  90:12)  
 

To, “number our days,” means to make the most of  them.  
In other words,  i t means,  “ to make our days count. ”   The 
prayer in this Psalm is that  God would teach us to do this;  
giv e us the wi sdom to do this.  
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I t  is possible to make the most of  your days in this l i f e – 
as natural  thinking would suggest  – and to do so 
completely out  of  the wi l l  of  God.  I t  is possible to l ive for 
yoursel f ,  become highly successful  – ev en in Christ ian 
minist ry – become r ich,  popular,  and to hav e what you 
would say is a happy fulf i l l ing l i f e.   I t is possible to do al l  
of  that  and to be an unbel iev er.   Indeed, i t  is possible to  
do this in rebel l ion to Christ  – because you want to 
possess your l i f e for yoursel f . 
 
The only way in which,  “ to number our days,” according 
the wi l l  of  God is to make them count for Christ .   That  
does not  begin by doing things for Him.  No.   I t  begins by  
giv ing YOURSELF to Him.  We must l ive IN Christ  and 
belong to Him.  Only then wi l l  our doing amount to much. 
 
Once we real ize the essent ial  of  losing our l ives to Chri st ,  
we wi l l  know that  ev en if  we are i solated,  inact iv e,  and 
ev en bored – that  we can st i l l ,  “number our days.”  I f  God 
is doing a real  work of  forming Christ  in us,  and get t ing 
His wi l l  in us,  then this is what counts for Christ .  

 

 
 

Aug 1 
Realizing God’s Full  Purpose 

 
Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast 
affl icted us,  and the years wherein we have seen evi l .   

(Ps.  90:15)  
 

If  we are earthly minded, we wi l l  tend to l iv e for ourselv es,  
and for this l i f e.   W e may not  necessari ly do this in open 
rebel l ion against  God.  W e may actual ly be so deceiv ed as 
to think that  i t  is God’s wi l l  to l ive for ourselves – we may 
cal l  that , “blessing.”  But  i f  l i f e turns bad and we are 
plunged into a great  t r ial,  the same natural  thinking by 
which we are l iv ing wi l l  f ai l  us.   We wi l l  not  understand 
how God could al low such a thing,  let alone come 
thorough to God’s ful l  purpose.  
 
But  i f  we know Jesus Christ ,  or are at  least  wi l l ing to al low 
God to rev eal  to us His purpose in Christ ,  God wi l l  be able 
to set  us f ree f rom earthly thinking.   We wi l l  get  a gl impse 
of  what He seeks to do through, “ the days wherein we are 
af f l icted,” and through, “ the years wherein we hav e seen 
ev i l . ”   We wi l l  know that  He is set t ing us f ree f rom this age 
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by br inging us into an inward real izat ion of  Jesus Chri st .   
At  that  point ,  we wi l l  BE GLAD for those suf fer ings.  
 
Al l  through scr ipture we read phrases such as,  “rejoice in  
suf fer ings.”  The only way in which that  makes sense – 
the only way in which i t  is possible – is i f  we see this 
Truth.  W hi le we are IN a t r ial ,  i t  may be dif f icul t  to rejoice,  
but  the knowledge that  there wi l l  come a day when we wi l l  
rejoice and be glad i s always an encouragement,  and 
based in hav ing seen the ful l  purpose of  God. 
 

 
 

Aug 2 
The Affirmation of God 

 
And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us: 

and establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea,  
the work of our hands establish thou it.   (Ps.  90:17)  

 
What is necessary for God to af f i rm what we are doing – 
especial ly in minist ry?  To what wi l l  God commit  Himsel f?  
God wi l l  commit  Himself  ONLY to Christ .   Only where 
Christ  is being rev ealed,  bui l t  up in bel iev ers,  and 
manifested.   Or, as suggested in this Psalm, God wi l l  
establ ish only what,  “ the beauty of  the Lord,”  is upon.   
Jesus Chri st  is the beauty of  the Lord – He i s the 
manifestat ion of  God’s glory.  
 
Now, this is not  to suggest  that  i t  is possible for us to 
decide to manifest  Christ .   No.   Manifest ing Christ  is not  a  
THING to do.   Rather,  i t  is the resul t  of  belonging to  
Christ .   I t  is the outcome of  the work of  the Cross whereby  
WE are crucif ied,  such that  our l i f e is hid wi th Christ  in 
God.  W hat this means i s that  God commits Himsel f  to 
only that  which He Himsel f  has begun in us through us.  
 
Christ ians by the mil l ions think that  God is wi th them – 
that  He is commit ted to what they are doing.   They usual ly 
base thi s upon an assumpt ion that  any work done in the 
name of  Christ  is of  God – and God is in i t.   But  ev en cul ts 
and heret ics boldly make these claims.  In fact ,  i t is 
ent i rely possible to hav e a hugely successful  minist ry but  
for God to hav e nothing to do wi th i t .   Rel igious f lesh is a  
great  power ov er people and i t  can bui l t  qui te a large 
house upon the sand.  
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God wants to do Hi s work IN His people – to form Christ  
wi thin us – so that  He can work THROUGH His people.   
There is no longer pr ior i ty.   I t  is the only way in which,  
“ the beauty of  the Lord,”  can be upon anything.  
 

 
 

Aug 3 
The Secret Place of the Most High 

 
He that dwells in the secret place of the most High 
shall  abide under the shadow of the Almighty.   (Ps.  

91:1)  
 

The Person of  Jesus Chri st  is,  “ the secret  place of  the 
Most High.”  God uses the term, “secret  pl ace,” because 
l i f e in Christ ,  and al l  of  the dynamics therein, is a spi r i tual  
real i ty.   I t  is not  something that  is seen wi th the eye,  let  
alone understood wi th the natural  m ind. 
 
If  a bel iev er dwel ls in Christ  – in the secret  place of  the 
Most High – that  bel iev er wi l l  l i kewise be l iv ing,  “under the 
shadow of  the Almighty.”   Again,  much of  what God i s 
doing in the l i f e of  the bel iever happens WITHIN the 
bel iev er – not  outside of  the bel iev er.   In addi t ion,  the 
bel iev er wi l l  of ten be in the dark as to what  God is doing 
WITHIN.  I t  takes t ime for God to cruci f y the f lesh and 
br ing us into a knowledge of  Jesus Chri st .  
 
But  the secret  place of  the Most High,  and the shadow of  
the Almighty,  are wonderful  experiences in the Lord.   
These terms speaks of  being shut  up to God – of  being 
personal ly deal t  wi th in Christ  Jesus.   No one el se can 
ful ly understand,  and ev en the bel iev er may not  grasp i t  
f ul ly.   But  God understands,  for we are in HIS secret  place 
and under HIS shadow – we are in personal  fel lowship 
wi th God. 
 

 
 

Aug 4 
Covered Under His Wings 

 
He shall  cover thee with his feathers,  and under his 
wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall  be thy shield 

and buckler.   (Ps.  91:4)  
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This picture of  being, “under His wings,” speaks of  a 
personal  relat ionship wi th God, wherein NOTHING can 
come into the l i f e of  the believ er except i t f i rst  come to 
God.  This is,  of  course,  something that  is fundamental  to  
the faithfulness of  God as our Heav enly Father.  
 
We usual ly tend to understand these thi ngs in more 
negat iv e terms – that  God is our protector f rom ev il .  But 
i f  you read this passage, the message is posi t iv e:   We 
belong to God, and He promises to cont inual ly,  under His 
wings,  guide us into al l  Truth.   
 
Hav e we recognized what i t  means for God to be our  
Heav enly FATHER?  Or what i t  means for us to be,  “ the 
chi ldren of  God,” in Jesus Chri st?  I f  we are joined to the 
Lord Jesus and one spi r i t  wi th Him, then these are facts 
for us.   And then,  by def init ion,  we are UNDER HIS 
WINGS. 

 
 

 
 

Aug 5 
Protected by the Truth 

 
His truth shall  be thy shield and buckler.   (Ps.  91:4)  

 
The greatest  protect ion of  the bel iev er f rom error and 
heresy is the TRUTH.  That  ought to be obv ious.   But  the 
Truth is not  merely a l ist  of  bibl ical  doctr ine.  The Truth i s 
a Person,  Jesus Christ .   Thus,  our shield and buckler is 
an inward knowledge and real izat ion of  Jesus Chri st .  
 
In order  for the Truth in Christ  to actual ly be our shield  
and buckler,  we must be MADE TRUE UNTO GOD.  True 
doctr ine cannot do thi s.   True doctr ine cannot deal  wi th  
the UNTRUTH in us – our unbel ief ,  our bias,  our pr ide,  our  
sel f -r ighteousness,  and our sel f -ownership.   True doctr ine 
can only tel l  us the Truth about ourselv es and point  us to  
Christ .   But  i f  we know the TRUTH – experience the 
Person of  Jesus Chri st  – we wi l l  be made t rue unto God – 
that  is,  we wi l l  experience what i t  means to be,  “crucif ied 
wi th Christ , ”  such that  our l i f e wi l l  proclaim, “Yet  not  I , but  
Christ . ”   (Gal .  2:20) 
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The Truth as INFORMATION can only protect  is f rom false 
information.   But  knowing the Person who i s the Truth wi l l  
protect  us f rom, “another Jesus,” and f rom all  that is 
contrary to the real  Christ  – including even our own 
rel igious f lesh.   Jesus Christ  in us,  i f  we abide in Him, is 
our shield and buckler against  al l . 
 

 
 

Aug 6 
The Goal of Satan 

 
For he shall  give his angels charge over thee,  to keep 
thee in al l  thy ways.  They shall  bear thee up in their 
hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.  (Ps.  

91:11-12)  
 

If  you examine Satan’s temptat ions of  Christ  dur ing His 
minist ry,  they al l  come back to t rying to get  Jesus to  
establ ish the kingdom of  God NOW.  Satan quoted the 
abov e Psalm to Jesus to t ry to get  Him to cast  Himself  
down f rom the pinnacle of  the temple.   The suggest  was 
that  when Jesus surv ived – this Psalm promises that  He 
would – this would serv e to proclaim Him as Messiah and 
win al l  of  Israel  behind His cause.   Jesus’  answer was,  
“You shal l  not  tempt the Lord God.”  
 
The goal  of  Satan has ALW AYS been a kingdom of  God 
wi thout  the necessi ty of  the Cross.   If  Jesus would 
proclaim Himself  as Messiah wi thout  the Cross Satan 
would hav e Him – and would hav e a kingdom populated by  
people who were born in Adam, rather than by those who 
had been born f rom abov e in Christ .   And Satan ev en 
quoted scr ipture to t ry to af f i rm his l ie. 
 
If  you examine this purpose of  Satan – a kingdom, and 
real ly a Christ iani ty,  that  is wi thout  the Cross – what you 
hav e is Adam (and al l  who are in him) as God’s MAN.  You 
do not  hav e a NEW MAN in Christ  – but  the old man and 
al l  who are in Him in the kingdom.  This would Satan’ s 
man, and Satan’s kingdom.   
 
Today,  the Cross i s being ignored,  denied,  or distorted as 
nev er before.   But  this is the same, “gospel  of  Satan” –  
one that  not  only denied the necessi ty of  the Cross of  
Christ ,  but  one that  l ikewise denies the necessi ty of  the 
personal  Cross in the l i f e of  the bel iev er. 
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Aug 7 
God’s Promise of Deliverance 

 
Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore wil l  I 

del iver him: I wil l  set him on high, because he hath 
known my name.  (Ps.  91:14)  

 
The promise of  God’s del iv erance in this Psalm is 
condi t ional .   I t  is based on whether a person has,  “set  hi s 
lov e,” upon God.  In other words,  a person must surrender  
into God’s hands and ask God to do whatever i t  takes to  
get  God’s ful l  purpose.   A person must t ruly desi re,  or 
lov e,  God.  
 
Jesus spoke of  the danger of  being del ivered OUT of  ev i l  
– but  of  not going on to come into the Truth.  He said the 
danger is that  something worse would come in and f i l l  the 
void.   This is why God wi l l  of ten NOT del iver folks f rom 
what binds them.  The bondage they are in might  at  least  
be keeping them f rom something worse – God knows that  
once they are del iv ered they are not  ready in heart  to 
embrace Jesus Chri st  – they wi l l  get  into something much 
more destruct iv e. 
 
But  i f  a person’s lov e is set  upon God – that  is – God has 
brought that  person to the place where they t ruly want  
God – God wi l l  del iv er them.  Because God has done a 
work in thei r  heart ,  once He does del iv er them, they wi l l  
embrace Christ  because that  issue is al ready  set t led.  
 

 
 

Aug 8 
Created in Christ Jesus 

 
For thou, LORD, hast made me glad through thy work: I 

wi l l  triumph in the works of thy hands.  (Ps.  92:4)  
 

Once we are sav ed by being joined to the Lord and 
becoming one spi r i t  wi th Him, i t  is the purpose of  God to 
br ing us into an inward real izat ion of  Christ .   Ev erything 
that  God does is based upon Chri st  – based upon Jesus 
Christ  in us.   As Christ  is rev ealed in the believ er,  and the 
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bel iev er embraces the Truth,  the bel iev er is,  “ formed 
together W ITH Christ . ”  (Rom. 8:29,  Greek)  The bel iever 
becomes a person who mani fests Christ .  

 
But in order for God to br ing us to where we can know 
Christ  and manifest  Him, He must set  us f ree f rom, yes,  
sin,  but  He must set  us f ree f rom ourselv es.   The f lesh,  
especial ly rel igious f lesh,  must  be cruci f ied.   W e must,  
“bear in our body the dying of  the Lord Jesus,  so that  the 
l i f e of  the Lord Jesus might  be mani fested our body.”  ( I I  
Cor.  4:10)  This wi l l  not  make our FLESH glad.   But  i f  we 
wi l l  t rust  God, and ask Him to do whatev er i t  takes,  and 
set t le for nothing less than the ful l  purpose of  God, God 
wi l l  create us in Christ  Jesus,  and we WILL be glad.  
 
Paul  summed al l  of  this up wi th the phrase,  “Not because 
of  (our) works;  we are HIS workmanship,  created in Christ  
Jesus….”  (Eph. 2:9-10)  W e do not  create ourselv es in 
Christ  Jesus.   But  i f  we wi l l  give ourselv es to God, we wi l l  
be HIS workmanship,  and HE wi l l  create US in Jesus 
Christ .   And as noted,  we wi l l  then be glad for al l  that  God 
al lowed and al l  that  God did.  
 

 
 

Aug 9 
Planted in the House of the Lord 

 
Those that be planted in the house of the LORD shall  

f lourish in the courts of our God.  (Ps.  92:13)  
 

There are many pictures and phrases in the OT, especial ly 
in the Psalms, that  are types and shadows of  the Truth 
found in Jesus Christ .   For example,  this phrase,  “planted 
in the house of  the Lord.”   This is only secondari ly a 
matter of  being planted in the church.   Primari ly, this is 
speaking of  the fact that  by fai th a believ er is planted into 
the Lord Jesus Christ .  
 
Paul  says,  “For i f  we hav e been planted together in the 
l ikeness of  his death,  we shal l  be also [ in the l ikeness]  of  
[his]  resurrect ion.”   (Rom. 6:6)  W hen we come to Christ  
we are joined to Him in spi r i t  – we become one spi r i t  wi th 
Him. (I  Cor.  6:17)  These are the same Truth.   The 
bel iev er is made one wi th Chri st  in His death and in His 
resurrect ion.   W e are crucif ied IN HIM, and raised IN HIM.   
Thus,  al l  of  the power and dynamics of  His death and 
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resurrect ion begin to work in us – to rev eal Him in us,  and 
form us together wi th Him. 

 
“To f lour ish,”  is not  about US prospering in ourselv es.   I t  
is about bearing the f rui t  of  Christ  to the glory of  Christ .   
Being planted into Christ  – into Him as the house of  God – 
is how we come to f lour ish in the courts of  the Lord.  W e 
wi l l  f lour ish IN CHRIST, and f lour ish in Hi s church,  i f  we 
hav e been planted into Chri st  and are coming into His ful l  
purpose.  
 

 
 

Aug 10 
God’s Eternal Throne 

 
Thy throne is established of old: thou art from 

everlasting.  (Ps.  93:2)  
 
One way to describe the purpose of  Redempt ion is that  i t  
is the restorat ion of  al l  of  creat ion back under the throne 
of  God.  Note that  God did not  need to be restored OVER 
anything or anyone.  But  al l  of  creat ion needed to be 
restored BACK to God.  Thi s is not  for God’s benef i t  – 
al though i t  is His desi re.   I t  is for the benef i t of  the human 
race and al l  of  creat ion. 
 
God’s throne always W AS.  Nei ther God nor His throne 
has ev er changed.  But  because of  the sin of  Satan,  and 
then Adam, the creat ion,  including humani ty – ALL that  
was under the sov ereignty and grace of  the throne of  God 
--  became corrupted and subject  to death.   Rather than 
simply discard humani ty,  or leav e humanity wi thout  hope,  
God set  out  to REDEEM – through Hi s Son.  
 
Of ten we focus upon what God has done for humani ty 
through the redempt ion of  Jesus Christ .   There is 
ev erything good, r ight ,  and necessary,  about doing that .   
But  there is another dimension of  the redemption that  is 
purely f rom God’s side of  things.   God has RIGHTS.  God 
is sov ereign.   And through the Redempt ion of  Jesus Christ  
God intends to subject  al l  things under Himself  through 
Christ .   This wi l l  not  only sat isf y the fact that  God is 
sov ereign,  but  i t  wi l l  restore al l  things to the condi t ion 
God intends,  unto the benef i ts of  al l  who come under the 
redempt ion and Lordship of  His Son. 
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Aug 11 
The Futi l i ty of the Human Mind 

 
The LORD knows the thoughts of man, that they are 

vanity.   (Ps.  94:11)  
 

A paral lel  verse to this one f rom Psalm 94 that  is found in 
the NT is f rom Paul ’s epist le to the Ephesians:  
 

This I say therefore,  and testi fy in the Lord, that ye 
henceforth walk not as other Genti les walk,  in the 

VANITY of their mind,Having the understanding 
darkened, being al ienated from the l i fe of God through 
the ignorance that is in them, because of the bl indness 

of their heart: Who being past feel ing have given 
themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work al l  
uncleanness with greediness.But ye have not so 

learned Christ.   (Eph. 4:17-20)  
 

The Greek word or VANITY in this passage means 
FUTILITY.  Paul is stat ing that  the mind of  natural  man is 
FUTILE – i t cannot think or reason i tsel f  into the Truth.   In 
fact ,  Paul  elsewhere states that  the natural  or SOUL MAN 
cannot receiv e the things of  God – they are fol ly to him.  
( I  Cor.  2:14)  
 
Hav e we real ized this?  That  there is NO TRUTH in us by  
natural  bi r th?That there is no LIFE in us?  No.  The only 
source of  Truth and l i f e is Christ  Himself  in us.   
Otherwi se,  as Paul  also states,  “Except Christ  is in you,  
you are reprobate.”   ( I I  Cor.  13:5) 

 
Paul  also tel ls us that  we must LEARN CHRIST – in other 
words,  we must come into an inward real izat ion and 
knowledge of  Him – and this only wi l l  enl ighten us;  br ings 
us out  of  the darkness.    
 
I t  ought  to be encouraging to know that  i t  is NOT brain  
power that  is the key to knowing God.  Rather,  i t  is the 
knowing of  Jesus Christ  – and God has promised that  i f  
we wi l l  hear Him, that  He is always speaking to us in  
Christ  (Heb. 1:1-2),  and desi res to br ing us into al l  Truth. 
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Aug 12 
The Chastisements of the Father 

 
Blessed is the man whom You chasten, O LORD, and 

teach him out of thy law.  (Ps.  94:12)  
 

“Chast isement,”  in the Bible,  means,  “ to t rain a chi ld. ”   
God is our Heav enly Father,  and He chast ises us in order  
to teach us of  Himself .  Contrast  that  ov er and against  
how many people v iew God:  As one who PUNISHES his 
people out  of  anger and ego.   That  is not  God. 
 
When a believ er gets out  of  God’s wi l l ,  whether through 
unbel ief  or ignorance,  God is fai thful  to chast ise such a 
one,  so that  they might  wake up and seek  Him for the 
Truth.   The chast i sements of  God take many forms.  
Of ten,  God wi l l  al low us to fai l  and br ing consequences 
upon ourselv es.   Other t imes,  He wi l l  br ing correct ion into 
our l iv es.   There is also the di rect  conv ict ion of  God by  
His spi r i t .   God may chast ise us by showing us the Truth 
of  Christ  in a way that  br ings conv iction.   But  the 
chast isements of  God are always for our restorat ion and 
redempt ion.  

 
Note that  being taught out  of  God’s law goes hand in hand 
wi th the chast isements of  God.  God does not  chast ise as 
a thing unto i tsel f .   Rather,  as God corrects us of  our 
wrong, He shows us the Truth in Christ .   In the OT, the 
law i s a type and shadow of  the real i ty of  the Person of  
Jesus Christ .   Thus,  when the Psalmist  asks to be taught  
out  of  God’s law, the NT equiv alent  is that  we might  
LEARN Jesus Christ .   And i f  we do learn Christ ,  just  as 
this Psalm declares,  we are chast ised – and blessed. 

 

 
 

Aug 13 
The Finished Work of God in Christ 

 
When I said,  My foot sl ipped; thy mercy, O LORD, held 

me up.  (Ps.  94:18)  
 

There is no sin that  is so deep that  the Redempt ion of  
Jesus Christ  cannot reach.  Jesus Christ  descended to the 
lower  parts of  the earthly realm – to the absolute depths 
of  al l  death and al l  ev i l  – but  then in v ictory ov er death 
was raised f rom the dead.  The power of  the last  enemy, 
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death,  was forev er broken for those who would become 
one wi th Him.  He then ascended on high,  hav ing taken 
capt iv i ty capt iv e,  making it  possible for humani ty to be 
joined to Him by the means of  the spi r i t  of  God. 
 
Likewise,  i t  is nev er too late to turn to  Chri st .   Ev en those 
who hav e prev iously rejected Christ ,  ev en cursed His 
name, can turn to Chri st .   God nev er closes the door.   He 
nev er sews back together the v ei l  in the temple that  was 
rent  f rom top to bot tom at  His death.  
 
No sin can ev er CLOSE what Jesus Christ  has OPENED 
by His f inished work.   I t  IS f inished forev er, and the new 
and l iv ing way has been forev er opened to God.  THE SIN, 
therefore,  is that  we wi l l  not  bel iev e and enter through the 
eternal ly opened W ay to God. THE SIN is that  we 
cont inual ly refuse to enter in through Jesus Christ .   Note 
that  no sin can close THE DOOR.  But  THE SIN is that  we 
won’t  enter in through THE DOOR. 
 
God has nev er promised to keep us f rom sinning.   But  He 
has promised – IF WE TURN TO HIM IN REPENTANCE – 
to hold us up in Chri st .   God’s forgiv eness is f inished for 
al l  of  the sin of  ev ery human being who has ev er l iv ed.  
But  i t is f inished ONLY IN CHRIST.  He bids us to come to 
Him. 

 

 
 

Aug 14 
God of the Depths and the Heights 

 
In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the 

st rength of the hi l ls is his also.   (Ps.  95:4)  
 

There is a tendency ev en among Christ ian people to think  
that  when we are in a t r ial  – in a val ley or deep place – 
that  God has forsaken us.   But  when we are upon a hi l l  or 
mountain,  and being blessed, that  God is wi th us.   And yet  
nothing could be more contrary to the Truth.   God is wi th 
His people unto His purpose in Christ  whether we are in a 
deep place or si t t ing upon a hi l l . 
 
Not  only is God wi th His people at  al l  t imes --  but  some of  
the DEEPEST work of  God in His people is done whi le 
they are in the DEEPEST places.   
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A, “deep place of  the earth,”  is where God wants to do a 
DEEP WORK in our earthly nature – not  a work that  wi l l  
change our earthly nature to look l ike Jesus – but  a work  
of  the Cross that  wi l l  crucify our earthly nature so that  
Christ  might  be made manifest  through us.   Indeed, i t is 
the journey through the deep place that  wi l l  lead to the 
hi l l top of  spi r i tual blessings in Christ .  
 
Each bel iev er is joined to the Lord IN SPIRIT and is one 
spi r i t  wi th Him.  But  our earthly nature is not  joined to the 
Lord.   I t  remains outside of  our spi r i tual  union wi th Him – 
and thus,  wi thin each bel iev er there is the separat ion 
between soul  ( the earthly) and spi r i t  (Jesus Christ  in us).   
The deep place i s where we learn to,  “bear  about in our  
body (the earthly) the dying of  the Lord Jesus,  so that  the 
l i f e also of  the Lord Jesus (by  the spi r i t )  might  be made 
manifest  in our body.”  ( I I Cor.  4:10)  Yet  this work in the 
deep place is just  as much the purpose of  God – indeed, i t  
is necessary i f  we are to reign in v ictory in Christ  on the 
mountaintop.  
 

 
 

Aug 15 
God is Speaking Son-Wise 

 
Today i f  ye wil l  hear his voice,  Harden not your heart,  
as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation 

in the wilderness:  (Ps.  95:7-8)  
 

Christ ian people usual ly talk about hearing God’s v oice in 
terms of  God LEADING them.  Many bel ievers say that  
God has spoken to them, and LED them to do this or that ,  
or to go to this or that  place,  or to do a certain thing.   
Some say that  God has rev ealed a certain THING to them.  
But  ev en though God can and somet imes does LEAD His 
people in those ways,  what we normal ly describe as God’s 
voice – His leadings – i s NOT the pr imary way in which 
God speaks to His people today.  
 
God has stated di rect ly in His W ord as to HOW He speaks 
to His people today:  
 
God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spoke 

in t ime past unto the fathers by the prophets,  Has in 
these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he 
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has appointed heir of al l  things, by whom also he 
made the worlds.   (Heb. 1:1-2) 

 
A closer look at  the Greek language in this passage br ings 
out  a great  Truth.   The v erse says,  “God is speaking to us 
SON-WISE.”  In other words,  the,  “ language,” in which 
God is speaking today is the rev elat ion of  Jesus Christ .   
God is rev eal ing Christ  IN HIS PEOPLE.  That  is more 
than words – i t  is more than the words Jesus spoke.   I t  i s 
more than,  “ leadings.”  God is br inging Hi s people into an 
inward real izat ion of  His Son – Jesus Chri st  IS the Liv ing 
Word of  God. 
 
This is exact ly what Paul  meant when he said,  “ I  t rav ail  
unto Chri st  be FORMED in you.”  (Gal .  4:19)  The word,  
“ formed,” here means,  “ to be inwardly real ized and 
expressed.”  God wants to speak CHRIST to us – and in 
doing so – br ing us into an inward real izat ion of  Him. 
 
My Christ ian l i f e would not  amount to much if  i t  consisted 
of  merely get t ing sav ed and then being giv en a series of  
di rect ions by God.  But  no.   God is speaking to His people 
SON-WISE.  And it  is upon this inner rev elat ion of  Jesus 
Christ  that  God wi l l  bui ld His people,  and Hi s church.    
 

 
 

Aug 16 
Upon This Rock 

 
Today i f  ye wil l  hear his voice,  Harden not your heart,  
as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation 

in the wilderness:  (Ps.  95:7-8)  
 
When Jesus asked His disciples,  “W ho do YOU say that  I 
am,” i t  opened the way for a dialog wi th them that 
contains a great  rev elat ion.   (see Matt .  16:13-19)  Peter  
answered,  “You are the Christ  the Son of  the Liv ing God.”  
At  this point ,  the disciples had not  yet  been born f rom 
abov e – this would happen in Acts 2,  af ter Jesus 
ascended.  But  i t  was a piv otal moment for them.  They 
had receiv ed a rev elation of  the Person of  Jesus – W ho 
He is.   That  was a great  foundat ion upon which Jesus 
Christ  could bui ld.    
 
When Peter confessed what he had seen about Jesus,  
Jesus said,  “Flesh and blood has not  rev ealed this to you, 
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but My Father in heav en.”  In other words,  Peter did not  
muster up this rev elat ion out  of  himsel f .   Neither did some 
other human being giv e i t  to him.  No.   This was a 
rev elat ion receiv ed f rom the Father into Peter – f rom the 
outside of  Peter into Peter f rom the outside f rom God.  
And Jesus stated that  i t is upon THIS ROCK – upon the 
rev elat ion of  Himsel f  in people – that  the people of  God 
would be bui l t . 
 
This was the f i rst  recorded instance where God had 
spoken to the disciples,  not  merely ABOUT Jesus Christ ,  
but  that  God had spoken INTO the disciples the rev elation 
of  His Son.  In other words,  God had spoken to them SON-
WISE.  (see Heb. 1:1-2)  God i s today speaking to us 
through the on-going rev elat ion of  Jesus Christ  – He is 
speaking to us SON-W ISE in an inward way.  
 
Paul  proclaimed to the Galat ians,  “ I  t rav ai l  unt i l  Christ  be 
formed in you,” – “ I  t ravail  unt i l  you are brought into an 
inward real izat ion of  Jesus Chri st . ”   This is how God is 
pr imari ly speaking today.   And He exhorts us,  indeed, He 
warns us,  not  to harden our hearts.   For God has nothing 
else to speak to His people except His Son, Jesus Christ .  

 

 
 

Aug 17 
Harden Not Your Heart  

 
Today i f  ye wil l  hear his voice,  Harden not your heart,  
as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation 

in the wilderness:  (Ps.  95:7-8)  
 

“Hardness of  heart , ”  towards God i s not  necessari ly a  
proact iv e rebel l ion against  Him.  There are people who 
shake thei r  f ist  in God’s face,  but  thi s warning is for God’s 
own people – and most Christ ians are not  so ov ert ly 
def iant  of  God.  “Hardness of  heart , ”  can be qui te subt le,  
and among the people of  God, i t is usual ly VERY 
rel igious.  

 
This passage def ines for us the meaning of , “hardness of  
heart . ”   I t  is a heart  that  is set  on i t ’s own way – rather  
than a heart  that  is open to God for His wi l l .   But one of  
the most common ways in which bel iev ers harden thei r  
heart  is not  so much by openly refusing God’s wi l l  – no.   
Bel iev ers harden thei r  heart  by deciding FOR GOD what  
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His wi l l  must  be.   In other words,  instead of  hearing God,  
some bel iev erssubt lety demand that  God hear THEM. 
 
This is,  of  course,  a matter of  UNBELIEF.  I t  is what  
happens when a person professes Chri st ,  but  remains 
unbroken; has refused the work of  the personal  Cross.   A  
hard heart  is an uncruci f ied heart .   This is a person who i s 
l iv ing f rom out  of  thei r  earthly nature – and expects that  
God wi l l  help them to do so.  
 

 
 

Aug 18 
Faith vs.  Unbelief 

 
Today i f  ye wil l  hear his voice,  Harden not your heart,  
as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation 

in the wilderness:  When your fathers tempted me, 
proved me, and saw my work.   Forty years long was I 

grieved with thisgeneration.  (Ps.  95:7-10)  
 

In the f inal  analysis,  once God br ings LIGHT, al l  of  us 
hav e only two choices:   W e wi l l  either be open and al low 
God to adjust  us to Chri st ,  or we wi l l  harden our hearts 
and t ry to adjust  Christ  to f i t  ourselv es.   Of  course,  
nei ther of  these outcomes wi l l  necessari ly happen 
immediately.   But they are the only two possible outcomes 
once God rev eals Truth in Christ .  
 
If  a person refuses Truth,  there is always a REASON – 
and that  reason boi ls down to not  being wi l l ing to pay the 
cost  of  Truth.   The cost  of  Truth is that  we must al low God 
to deal  wi th the error IN US – unbel ief ,  disobedience,  and 
ignorance.   W e must say to God, and mean i t ,  “Lord,  do 
whatev er i t  takes to set  me f ree and br ing me into the 
ful lness of  Christ . ”   This is openness to God by faith.   This 
is the basis of  LOSING your l i f e to Jesus Chr ist .  
 
Israel  had to wander in the wi lderness for forty years so 
that  God could br ing them to the place where they would 
set t le for nothing less than God’s purpose.   Each of  us 
wi l l  hav e our t ime in our wi lderness unto that  same end.   
God is tel l ing us that  we must not  harden our heart ,  f or 
there is simply no other purpose that  God has to of fer 
than that  of  His purpose in Chri st  Jesus.  
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Aug 19 
God’s Command to Enter His Rest  

 
It  i s a people that do err in their heart,  and they have 
not known my ways:  Unto whom I swore in my wrath 

that they should not enter into my rest.   (Ps.  95:10-11)  
 
If  you read the OT account of  God’s deal ings wi th Israel  to  
br ing them into The Promised Land, you wi l l  see that  ov er 
and ov er again God COMMANDED them to enter the land 
– He commanded them to ENTER HIS REST.  In other 
words,  there was no other opt ion prov ided for them if  they 
wanted to be in God’s ful l  purpose.   From the beginning,  
God had only one dest iny and purpose for Israel  – going 
al l  the way back  to His cov enant wi th Abraham:  They 
were to enter and take possession of  the land.  
 
Jesus Chri st  is our Promised Land; He is our inheri tance.   
God has f reely given us al l  things IN His Son.  God is 
commanded us to enter and take possession of  what He 
has giv en – to enter in,  “by grace through fai th.”  
 
Hebrews tel ls us that  Israel  would not  enter the land 
because of  UNBELIEF.  The land can be entered ONLY by  
fai th.   And in this Psalm, af f i rmed by Hebrews, Christ ians 
are warned, lest  we commit  the same sin of  unbel ief . 
 
Many Christ ian people seem to think that  we must 
become, “good enough,” to enter His rest  in Christ .   Or we 
think that  we must wai t  unt i l  God comes down and picks 
us up and deposi ts us into our inheri tance in Christ .   But  
none of  this is the Truth.   God tel ls us that  we must enter  
into the ful lness of  Christ  NOW – by fai th.  He tel ls us to 
enter – not  upon the basi s of  anything about ourselv es – 
but  to put  ourselv es aside;  to lose ourselv es to Christ .   He 
tel ls us to enter solely upon the basi s of  Jesus Christ  –  
and upon the basis of  His promise and command to enter.   
God has giv en us al l  things f reely in Christ .   He i s tel l ing 
us to bel iev e and take possession.  
 
The reason we wi l l  NOT enter is almost  always because of  
something about ourselv es.   Ei ther we don’t  think we are 
worthy,  or we don’t  want to pay the cost  of  enter ing the 
land – which is the rel inquishment of  ourselves,  and of  our  
old l i f e into the hands of  Christ .   This i s our error of  heart .   
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I t  is unbel ief .   But there are no other opt ions that  God has 
for us.   W e hav e been cal led and redeemed for the 
purpose of  l iv ing in,  and experiencing The Promised Land,  
Jesus Christ .   God says,  “Enter by fai th.” 
 

 
 

Aug 20 
A New Song Unto the Lord 

 
O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, 

al l  the earth.   (Ps.  96:1)  
 

The, “new song,” is what a bel iev er sings to the Lord f rom 
out  of  Jesus Chri st .   I f  a person i s born f rom abov e in 
Christ  Jesus,  they are a new creat ion.   The old has been 
passed ov er,  and al l  things hav e become new.  And al l  of  
those new things are,  “out  f rom God.”  ( I I Cor.  5:17-18)   
The,  “new song,” of  the bel iev er is f rom out  of  the 
rev elat ion of  Jesus Chri st  they hav e receiv ed – the 
bel iev er,  as i t  were,  sings Jesus Chri st .   He is thei r  new 
song.  
 
We hav e an expression,  “He has changed h is tune;  he i s 
singing another tune.”  We say this when someone has 
changed thei r  at t i tude or point  of  v iew.  I t  is in that  sense 
that  the bel iev er sings a new song unto the Lord.   I f  we 
are born f rom abov e and hav e began to  see Jesus Chri st  
in Truth,  He wi l l  al ter how we v iew ev erything else.   ALL 
discernment in the Christ ian l i f e is supposed to be the 
byproduct  of  knowing Jesus Christ .   We wi l l  indeed 
change our tune.   We wi l l  sing a new song to the Lord,  
and knowing Him wi l l  al ter our perspect iv e on ev erything 
else we encounter.  
 

 
 

Aug 21 
Declaring His Glory Among the Heathen 

 
Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders 

among al l  people.  (Ps.  96:3)  
 

Here we f ind a cal l  to preach the gospel .   But  what is the 
gospel?  Paul  says,  “The gospel  concerning HIS SON.”  
(Rom. 1:3)  The gospel  is Jesus Christ .   I t  is by preaching 
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the Person of  Jesus Christ  that  the church t ruly declares 
the glory of  God among the unsav ed. 
 
Now, of  course,  the gospel  absolutely includes what Jesus 
did to redeem humani ty.   Any gospel  that  denies or  
distort s that  Jesus was God the Son become man is not  
the gospel  of  God.  Any gospel  that  denies or distorts the 
Cross of  Jesus Chri st  is not  the gospel  – i t  is,  “another 
gospel . ”   Any gospel  that  denies or in any way 
misrepresents the resurrect ion of  Christ  is a false gospel .   
And any gospel  that  corrupts the present work,  purpose,  
and means of  God in His people through Christ  wi thin is 
l ikewise a false gospel .   The gospel  is the ENTIRE Truth 
of  the Person of  Jesus Christ ,  included in  which is His 
redempt iv e work.  
 
Now note:   The gospel  is not  merely what Jesus DID.  No.   
The gospel  is concerning the Person who did i t .   We are 
not  to put  our fai th in the Cross.   W e are not  merely to 
bel iev e Jesus rose f rom the dead.  No.   Our fai th is to be 
in the ONE who died on the Cross and who rose f rom the 
dead.  I f  we put  our fai th in the Person of  Jesus Christ ,  we 
wi l l  come into an understanding of  what He did.   Put  your 
fai th in the Person of  Jesus,  and you ARE put t ing your  
fai th in what He did – He IS Christ  cruci f ied and Christ  
raised.  
 
There is no redempt ion wi thout  the hi stor ical  ev ents that  
Jesus performed to sav e us.   We must KNOW that  Jesus 
performed those histor ical  acts,  and we must know what  
He accompl ished through them.  But  Jesus IS the sav ior 
and the object  of  our fai th, rather than the histor ical  
ev ents.   We cannot hav e a l iv ing relationship wi th an 
histor ical  ev ent ,  but  only wi th the One who f inished them.  
Our faith is to be in the ONE in whom there is l i f e eternal ,  
and in the ONE wi th whom we are joined forever. 

 

 
 

Aug 22 
When Jesus Christ Returns 

 
For he cometh to judge the earth: he shall  judge the 

world with righteousness, and the people with his 
truth.   (Ps.  96:13)  
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I t  is a fact that  Jesus Christ  is al ready here by His spi r i t  in 
His people.   But  this does not  negate the l i teral  Second 
Coming. 
 
Peter tel ls us that ,  “ judgment has begun wi th the 
household of  God.”  ( I  Peter 4:17)  If  Christ  is in us,  then 
automat ical ly,  His presence in us wi l l  judge us – as we 
grow to know HIM, ev erything else in us wi l l  be brought 
into the l ight ;  we wi l l  be exposed for who we are before 
God.  God is r ight  now judging His people wi th His Truth 
in Christ .  
 
This is a foretaste of  the judgment yet  to come – a f inal 
judgment that  wi l l  begin when Jesus returns and ex tend 
unt i l  God is sat isf ied that  i t is f inished.   Have we grasped 
what i t  wi l l  mean if  Jesus Christ  judges His own people 
wi th HIS TRUTH?  Do we real ize that  such a judgment  
begins wi th LIGHT – and that  when God is f inished,  only  
that  which is of  His Son wi l l  remain?  God is going to 
SHAKE the heav enlies and by the t ime He is f inished only 
that  which is of  Christ  wi l l  remain.   That  is how the 
kingdom of  God wi l l  be establ ished.  As i t  is in the bel iev er 
NOW, so i t wi l l  be in much greater way when Jesus 
returns.   
 

 
 

Aug 23 
Judging the World With Righteousness 

 
For he cometh to judge the earth: he shall  judge the 

world with righteousness, and the people with his 
truth.   (Ps.  96:13)  

 
If  God were merely to judge the world,  indeed, ev en His 
own people,  in RIGHTEOUSNESS, no one would be 
sav ed.  This is real ly the outcome of  being judged by the 
law, which is the wri t ten r ighteousness of  God.But God 
has promised to judge al l  humani ty,  not  merely by His law,  
but  by HIS SON.  Paul  said:  
 

And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but 
now commands al l  men every where to repent: 

Because he has appointed a day, in the which he wil l  
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he 
hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto 
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all  men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.  
(Acts 17:30-31)  

 
Just  as is the case during this age – the law wi l l  expose 
us as sinners,  and condemn us,  but  God of fers His Son as 
the answer to the law unto salv ation – so i t wi l l  be when 
God judges al l  humani ty by Jesus Christ .   The judgment of  
God is not  merely God passing sentence – judgment is 
nev er just  that  – the judgment of  God begins wi th LIGHT 
and exposure.   If  God is to judge, l ight must  be giv en – 
God must expose the Truth about the sinner,  but  He 
promises to do so in the l ight  of  His Son as Sav ior. 
 
I t  is not  possible for God to judge anyone unless there is 
a basis for His judgment – and that  basis for al l  humani ty 
is Jesus Christ .   Yet  this mandates that  a l l  whom God 
judges be giv en enough l ight  to at  least  turn to Chri st .   
Only then is judgment possible and f inished – only then is 
i t  judgment IN r ighteousness.  
 

 
 

Aug 24 
Seeing Jesus Christ 

 
Clouds and darkness are round about him.  (Ps.  97:2)  

 
This passage is a picture of  how God looks f rom the 
perspect iv e of  natural  man.  Of ten,  God seems to be 
hidden by clouds and darkness.   But  the problem here is 
not  wi th God – “God is l ight  and in Him there is no 
darkness at  al l . ”     ( I  John 1:5)  The problem is wi th  
humani ty.   We cannot ev en begin to see God unt i l  we are 
born f rom abov e:  “Unless a man is born f rom abov e, he 
cannot see…..”  (John 3:3)  But  ev en if  we are born f rom 
abov e, we must be brought into an inward real izat ion of  
Christ .  
 
Each of  us are born bl ind to God.  W e cannot see Him.  
There is nothing in us by which we can know Him, or want  
to know Him.  But  there is something that  can compound 
our bl indness:   We can be deceiv ed into thinking we do 
see.   This is rel igious decept ion.   W e think we see and 
know God.  But  the god we know i s a product  of  our own 
nature.    
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I t  is one thing to be bl ind and not  real ize you are bl ind.   
But  i t  is worse to  be bl ind and be f i l led wi th rel igious pr ide 
to where you demand that  you see.   The only solut ion i s 
for God to conv ince us that  we are,  in fact , bl ind.  
 
I t  is a wonderful  rev elat ion for a person to,  “see that  they 
are bl ind.”   They can then cry for help.   This is the f i rst  
step to being able to see Jesus Christ  – God shows us we 
are bl ind and that  what we thought we saw was er ror.   
Then, once we begin to real ize our bl indness,  God can 
open our eyes to see Jesus.   Then, the clouds and 
darkness of  our nature can begin to be cleared,  and our  
bl indness wi l l  be replaced wi th a rev elation of  Jesus 
Christ .  
 

 
 

Aug 25 
Our God is a Consuming Fire 

 
A fire goes before him, and burns up his enemies 

round about.  (Ps.  97:3)  
 

Sev eral  places in the NT, God is pictured as being,  “a  
consuming f i re:” 
 

Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath 
promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth 
only,  but also heaven.  And this word, Yet once more,  

signifies the removing of those things that are shaken, 
as of things that are made, that those things which 

cannot be shaken may remain.   Wherefore we receiving 
a kingdom that cannot be moved, let us have grace, 

whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence 
and godly fear:  For our God is a consuming fire.   

(Heb. 12:26-29)  
 

If  any man 's work abide which he hath built  thereupon, 
he shall  receive a reward.  If  any man's work shall  be 
burned, he shall  suffer loss: but he himsel f shall  be 
saved; yet so as by fire.   Know ye not that ye are the 

temple of God, and that the Spiri t  of God dwells in 
you?  If  any man defi le the temple of God, him shall  

God destroy; for the temple of God is holy,  
which temple ye are.   ( I Cor.  3:14-17)  
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As scary as some of  these passages might be,  they are 
actual ly great  news:  By the t ime God is f inished wi th His 
purpose for this age,  ONLY that which is of  Christ  is going 
to remain. 
 
God is beginning that  purpose NOW.  If  we wi l l  open 
ourselv es to Him, He wi l l  be as a consuming f i re in us.   
The f lesh wi l l  come under the Cross and we wi l l  be set  
f ree to experience the ful lness of  Jesus Chr ist .   There is 
nothing that  wi l l  per ish in this,  “ f i re, ”  that  is of  value.   But 
what wi l l  remain is that  which is eternal  in Jesus Christ .  

 

 
 

Aug 26 
Walking in His Light 

 
Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the 

upright in heart.   (Ps.  97:11)  
 
God cont inual ly desi res to rev eal  His Son TO us,  and IN 
us.   But  the rev elat ion of  Jesus Chri st  is not  merely 
INFORMATION.  I t is REVELATION – and can only be 
receiv ed according to  the Truth i f  we are uncondi t ional ly 
open and surrendered to God.  Otherwise we wi l l  take the 
Truth God rev eals and ei ther interpret  i t according to our 
own mind,  or we wi l l  go as far as to use the Truth of  God 
for our own interests.  
 
Ev en in human communication this happens al l  the t ime.  
A person says one thing,  and i t  is taken the wrong way.   
We interpret  l i f e in accordance wi th the person we are.   I t  
is so much more wi th God.  My heart  at t i tude towards God 
– whether I  am truly open to Him – wi l l  determine how I  
hear Him.   
 
Jesus said,  “ I f  your eye is single to God, your whole body 
wi l l  be f i l led wi th l ight .   But  i f  your eye be ev i l , you wi l l  be 
f i l led wi th darkness.”  (see Matt .  6:22-23)  In fact ,  i f  our 
eye is not  single to the Lord,  “ the l ight  in us wi l l  be 
darkness,” that  is,  we may actual ly think we see the Truth 
but  be total ly deceiv ed. 
 
The key is our EYE, which is equal  to our HEART.  Do we 
real ly want the Truth?  Are we wi l l ing to let  God do 
whatev er i t  takes to make us recept iv e to the Truth?  Are 
we unwi l l ing to set t le for less?  I f  I  can answer YES to 
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these quest ions then God wi l l  SOW LIGHT into me.  I  wi l l  
ev entual ly see the Truth in Christ .  

 

 
 

Aug 27 
God is No Respecter of Persons 

 
Before the LORD; for he comes to judge the earth: with 
righteousness shall  he judge the world,  and the people 

with equity.   (Ps.  98:9) 
 

Many people are under the delusion that  that  are,  “God’s 
favori te. ”   Because we are occupied wi th ourselv es we 
think that  God is l ikewise occupied wi th us to the 
exclusion of  al l  others.   W e might  base this on our works,  
our serv ice,  or because of  al l  we think we hav e suf fered 
for Christ .   But  i t  is a l ie.   God is no respecter of  persons.   
(Rom. 2:11 and I  Peter 1:17)  
 
This is not  bad news.  I t  is good news.  If  God is no 
respecter of  persons,  i t  is t rue that  He does not  love you, 
or v alue you,  anymore than He lov es or v alues any other  
human being.   But nei ther does He lov e or v alue you 
LESS.  And God IS love.So what this means is that  God 
lov es each human being the same – wi th the FULLNESS 
of  His lov e. 
 
There is no human being who has access to God through 
Christ  anymore than another.   God’s purpose is the same 
for al l ,  although the means by which He accomplishes i t  
may vary.   Each person has an equal  opportuni ty to know 
Jesus Christ  for themselv es.  
 
Now, what thi s ought to mean is that  i f  God is no 
respecter of  persons – and lov es al l  the same – that  we 
ought to be no respecter of  persons.   W e ought to love al l  
the same in the Lord.   Thi s does not  mean we don’t  hav e 
f riends or preferences.   I t simply means that  we real ize 
that  we are are al l  ONE in Christ  Jesus.  
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Aug 28 
God’s Inevitable Judgment 

 
The LORD reigns; let the people tremble: he sits 

between the cherubims; let the earth be moved.  (Ps.  
99:1)  

 
In the W ord of  God, God openly states that  in this age i t  is 
going to seem as i f  God is indi f ferent .   He is going to  
al low ev i l  – He is going to al low the cup of  iniqui ty to be 
f i l led.   I t  may seem as i f  the wicked prosper and that  
those who fol low Jesus Chri st  are fools.    
 
I t  is always encouraging to di scov er that  what seems to be 
ev idence that  God is indi f ferent  is al ready discussed in  
scr ipture and explained – i t  is always encouraging to 
discov er that  what is going on i s to be expected.   This 
helps us to real ize that  God real ly is in charge – He has 
told us these things would be the case ahead of  t ime. 
 
But  God also makes something else perfect ly clear:   He i s 
going to judge ALL.  Each of  us are accountable to HIM.  
From this there wi l l  be NO escape.  We wi l l  al l  stand 
before the judgment seat  of  Jesus Chri st .  
 
God is sov ereign – God reigns.   And i t  is the earth,  and al l  
of  humani ty that  ought to rev ere Him.  The earth may 
mov e, but  God is always the same. 
 
There is going to come a day of  reckoning.   I t  is The Day 
of  the Lord – that  point  at  which God has Hi s day.   He wi l l  
judge ALL humani ty by His Son Jesus Chr ist .   In other 
words,  He wi l l  ask,  “ I f  you heard the Truth of  Jesus Chri st ,  
what did you do wi th Him?  What did you al low Him to do 
for you?”  These are quest ions that  wi l l  determine our  
eternal  fate. 

 

 
 

Aug 29 
God’s Workmanship in Christ 

 
Know ye that the LORD he is God: i t  is he that hath 

made us,  and not we ourselves; we are his people, and 
the sheep of his pasture.   (Ps.  100:3)  
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More and more today,  bel iev ers are being taught that  they  
must MAKE THEMSELVES – they are hav e been giv en in 
themselv es what is necessary to be a Christ ian – and that  
Jesus simply came to release thei r  potent ial ;  that  Jesus is 
the power of  God that wi l l  enable us to real ize our ful l  
value,  ident i ty, and potent ial .   Unwi t t ingly,  many hav e 
bought into these errors,  not  real iz ing that  at  the core,  
they areGnost ic ism. 
 
To many believ ers today,  the fact  that  wi thout  Christ  we 
are reprobates ( I I  Cor.  13:5),  and that  there is no good in  
our f lesh (Rom. 7:18), are outdated rel igious teaching.   
Rather,  we want to be told how v aluable we are to God,  
and we want to discov er our t rue ident i ty.   Much teaching 
today is nothing more than a ploy of  Satan to harden 
God’s people in thei r  al ready natural  tendency to be 
occupied wi th themselv es.  
 
These teachings gain t ract ion because bel ievers are bl ind 
to the Person of  Jesus Christ .   If  we hav e receiv ed an 
inward real izat ion of  Jesus Christ ,  we wi l l  no longer be 
occupied wi th ourselv es – we wi l l  be occupied wi th HIM. 
We wi l l  no longer speak of  our v alue to God, but  of  the 
value of  Christ  to us.   And rather than be obsessed wi th  
our t rue ident i ty in Christ ,  we wi l l  be obsessed wi th His 
t rue ident i ty in us.    
 
Jesus Christ  is not  OUR workmanship,  created in our own 
image.  Rather,  we are HIS workmanship,  created in  
Christ  Jesus.   This complete and ut ter change of  mind and 
heart  is the impact  of  seeing Jesus Chri st  – i t  is the 
f reedom that  comes f rom knowing Him.  
 

 
 

Aug 30 
Praise in the House of God 

 
Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his 

courts with praise: be thankful  unto him, and bless his 
name.  (Ps.  100:4)  

 
There are many descript ions in scr ipture of  a bel iever’s 
response to God.  Thanksgiv ing is one of  them.  Blessing 
and praising Hi s name is another.   But  i f  we think about  
these things,  we wi l l  real ize that  in order for such 
responses to be REAL – they cannot merely be the resul t  
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of  obeying some law or command to respond in such a 
way.   I f  a give God thanks only because I  am commanded 
to do so,  how thankful  am I?  If  I  praise God because I  
must ,  am I  real ly praising Him? 
 
About forty or so years ago,  there began a movement,  
inspi red by a book,  that  promoted the idea that  i f  you 
praised God whi le in any dif f icul t c i rcumstance that  God 
would set  you f ree f rom that  ci rcumstance.   Prai se 
became a gimmick.   I t became, “something we could DO,” 
that  would mov e God.  And of  course,  when that  is the 
case,  i t  is not  praise at  al l . 
 
Jesus stated,  “These people honor me wi th thei r  l ips,  but  
thei r  heart  i f  f ar f rom Me.  In VAIN do they worship Me.”   
(see Matt .  15:8-9)  I t  is possible to go through the mot ions 
of  worshipping God – to speak praise and to jump up and 
down and to ev en shed tears – but  for al l  of  i t  to amount 
to NOTHING in the eyes of  God.  Rather,  He wants our  
hearts;  He wants us.  
 
In order for praise and thanksgiv ing to be real ,  they must 
be f rom the heart  – out  of  some real ization that  God is 
worthy of  our praise and thanksgiv ing.   If  I  t ruly see Jesus 
Christ  these are the kinds of  react ions I  wi l l  hav e as a 
matter of  course – because I  wi l l  seeing the One who IS  
worthy.  
 

 
 

Aug 31 
Conduct in the House of God 

 
I wi l l  behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when 
wilt  thou come unto me? I will  walk within my house 

with a perfect heart.   (Ps.  101:2)  
 

According to the NT, there are a number of  speci f ic 
matters that  cannot be tolerated in the house of  God – in 
our congregat ions.   At  the top of  the l ist,  heresy and 
immoral i ty cannot be tolerated.   Under those,  div ision and 
conduct  that  speaks of  an i rrev erence for God are 
unacceptable.   But  in today’s church,  these things are 
almost  univ ersal ly tolerated.   Or,  when they are take 
seriously,  people are put  under the law.  There is no lov e 
or spi r i t  of  redempt ion.   Both of  these kinds of  react ions 
are not  supposed to be found in the house of  God.  



 206

Somet imes the react ion that people in the church hav e to 
sin and unbel ief  is worse than the problem to which they  
are react ing.  
 
The solut ion to these things is not  to f ind a bet ter law or  
standard for conduct .   No.   Rather,  the solut ion is to  teach 
and know Jesus Chri st .   I f  the Truth of  Jesus Christ  was 
boldly proclaimed in a congregat ion,  i t would solv e many 
problems before they begin.   The people who t ruly desi re  
Christ  would stay and be edi f ied.   Those who do not  want  
Christ  wi l l ,  f or the most part ,  leav e of  thei r own accord.   
And if  anyone stays and causes t rouble – they wi l l , “st ick 
out  l ike a sore thumb,” in an env i ronment where Chri st  is 
the center and Christ  is the l i f e.   They wi l l  not  be able to 
hide and do much damage. 
 
The responsibi l i ty under God for keeping Jesus Christ  as 
the l i f e of  the Christ  fal ls to the pastor – and then upon 
the mature in Christ .   W hen the core people of  the church 
know the Truth and are manifest ing Christ ,  those who are 
babes in Christ  can grow and prosper spi r i tual ly in that 
church.   

 

 
 

Sept 1 
Truth in the House of God 

 
He that works deceit shall  not dwell within my house: 

he that tel ls l ies shall  not tarry in my sight.   (Ps.  
101:7)  

 
I t  is the responsibi l i ty of  church leadership to see to i t  
that  the Truth is proclaimed in His house.   But  this wi l l  not  
be real  unless those proclaiming the Truth hav e been 
made TRUE TO GOD – by fai th in Jesus Chri st .  
 
God desi res,  “Truth in the inward parts. ”  (Ps.  51:6)  He 
wants us to hav e an eye that  is single to Him. (Matt .  6:22) 
He wants us to,  “walk in the l ight as He is in the Light . ”   ( I 
John 1:7)  These al l  descr ibe,  not  merely what we are,  but  
what we are in relat ionship to God Himself .    
 
There are many bel iev ers who think that  the way to be 
honest  wi th God is to f i rst  be honest  wi th each other:   This 
kind of  thinking has led many into destruct iv e heresies.  
For example,  some Christ ians do not  bel iev e that  they can 
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be f ree of  sin unt i l  they confess i t  to someone; anyone.   
They do not  bel iev e they can be r ight  wi th God unless 
they are FIRST r ight  wi th ev eryone else.   So a system of  
LAW is created – which br ings death.   I t  replaces fai th in 
Christ .  
 
The fact  is,  confessing your sin to another bel iev er might  
make you feel  good for a short  t ime, but  i t  cannot set  you 
f ree f rom that  sin.   In order to get  f ree f rom any sin,  you 
hav e to come to the end of  your ef forts,  and be honest  
and open to God.  You hav e to BELIEVE and rest  in  
Christ .  
 
As for confessing your sins to other bel iev ers,  i f  your sin  
is between God and yoursel f , i t is not  necessary to  
confess i t  to another bel iev er – in fact ,  you should not .   I t  
does not  edi f y or prof i t anyone.  But  i f  your sin is against  
them personal ly you can confess i t  to them personal ly --  
as God leads.   Again – we must not  turn this into LAW .  
The general  rule of  thumb is that  confession of  sin ought  
to include only those against  whom the sin was commit ted 
– and then only as God leads.    
 
You cannot create Truth wi thin yoursel f  by DOING.  Truth 
is al ready in you if  Christ  is in you.   Thus,  we need to 
come to know HIM.  And if  we are growing to know Him, 
we wi l l  begin to not  only KNOW  the Truth,  but  we wi l l  
speak i t  and l iv e i t  in the house of  God. 

 

 
 

Sept 2 
The New Man in Christ 

 
My days are l ike a shadow that decl ines; and I am 

withered l ike grass.  But thou, O LORD, shalt endure 
forever; and thy remembrance unto al l  generations.  

(Ps.  102:11-12)  
 

When a person come to Jesus Christ ,  the Lord joins us to 
Himself  and we become on spi r i t  wi th Him.  ( I  Cor.  6:17)   
But  ev en though we are one SPIRIT wi th Christ ,  we are 
not  physical ly joined to Him, nor are we joined to him wi th  
our human SOUL.  The body and the psychic dimension 
remain outside of  our union in spi r i t  wi th Jesus Christ .  
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This means that  in this age your body and your,  “soul  
man,” are NOT sav ed.  You are get t ing older.   You get  
sick.   You hav e emot ional  problems; you react  st rangely.   
Somet imes your thinking is not  Godly.   In this age,  you 
are sav ed only in your spi r i t .    
 
The union of  the human spi r i t  wi th Jesus Chr ist  IS the new 
creat ion in Christ  Jesus.   This is what the bible cal ls,  “ the 
new man,” or,  “ the inner man.”  But  there remains that  
OLD man, or,  “outer man.”  And in thi s age,  i t  is peri shing;  
wast ing away.  
 
Paul  wrote:  
 

For we know that i f  our earthly house 
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building 
of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.  For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to 
be clothed upon with our house that is from heaven.  

( I I Cor.  5:1-2)  
 
The natural  man is not  only going to die physical ly,  but  in 
this age,  i t  is to be put  under the Cross so that  i t  m ight 
not  gov ern us.   Despi te the fact  that  this passage i s 
describing what is going to  happen when our body i s 
resurrected,  there i s an appl icat ion NOW – our earthly  
house is di ssolv ing and we are put t ing on Jesus Christ  –  
not  physical ly now, but  spi r i tual ly. 
 
When we are resurrected at  His Coming,  then al l  that  God 
says wi l l  be prov en t rue.   We wi l l  see that  this l i f e,  and al l  
this is in i t ,  is l ike grass that  wi thers and perishes.   
Hopeful ly,  in Christ ,  we are al ready beginning to real ize 
this is a fact . 

 

 
 

Sept 3 
God’s Glory in Zion 

 
When the LORD shall  bui ld up Zion, he shall  appear in 

his glory.   (Ps.  102:16)  
 

Mount Zion is a type and a shadow of  the ful lness of  
Jesus Christ  expressed in and through His people.   I t  is 
always spoken of  as the core of  where God is working,  
and the centerpiece of  His purpose.   Consequent ly,  Z ion 
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i s where God shal l  appear in His glory – i t  is the people 
through whom Christ  wi l l  be manifested.  
 
Peter wri tes,  “W herefore also i t  is contained in the 
scr ipture,  Behold,  I  lay in Zion a chief  corner stone,  elect ,  
precious:  and he that  bel iev eth on him shal l  not  be 
confounded.”  ( I  Peter 2:6)  Jesus Christ  is the 
cornerstone – the ROCK upon which the people of  God 
are to be bui l t .   And Zion are those people in whom God is 
able to establ ish Chri st .  
 
Z ion is not ,  “special  ones,” that  are giv en opportuni ty in 
Christ  that  is not  af forded to others.   No.  God is not  
respecter of  persons.   Rather,  Z ion i s comprised of  
anyone who means business wi th God and are wi l l ing to 
come into the ful lness of  Christ  – regardless of  cost .  
 

 
 

Sep 4 
Jesus Christ Never Changes 

 
But thou art the same, and thy years shall  have no 

end.  (Ps.  102:27)  
 

God cannot change because God is al ready perfect .  A 
perfect  being cannot improv e,  and a perfect being cannot  
be diminished.  And what appl ies to God also appl ies to  
Jesus Christ .   That  is why Hebrews states:  
 

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and 
forever.   (Heb. 13:8)  

 
But most  of  us do not  read on.   W e fai l  to see why Paul  is 
making this statement.   He i s making i t  to assure 
bel iev ers that  since Jesus Chri st ,  the Liv ing Truth,  nev er 
changes,  then the t rue doctr ines that  speak of  Him nev er 
change. 

 
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and 

forever.Be not carried about with divers and strange 
doctrines.  For i t  is a good thing that the heart be 

established with grace; not with meats,  which have not 
profited them that have been occupied therein.   (Heb. 

13:8-9)  
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This is especial ly important  to understand in  this day and 
age.   Today many are teaching that  God, “is doing a new 
thing” – and that  what He is doing is not  necessari ly found 
in scr ipture.   Some are teaching that  the NT is distorted 
by the cul ture and thinking of  the time, and that  as the 
centur ies hav e passed, and our  thinking has become 
enl ightened, that  we are f ree to discard the Bible, and 
replace i t  wi th new ideas.   Of course,  the agenda in this is 
to create a Chri st iani ty that  makes room for sin,  and 
real ly,  for anything that  is r ight  in our own eyes.  

 
But ev en though the mind of  man cont inues to become 
more and more corrupt ,  Jesus Chri st  is the same.  He is 
eternal ,  and He i s the Truth.  

 

 
 

Sept 5 
Does God Heal Today? 

 
Bless the LORD, O my soul,  and forget not al l  his 

benefits: Who forgives al l  your iniquities; who heals 
al l  your diseases.  (Ps.  103:2-3)  

 
The book of  Isaiah reads:  
 

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are 

healed.  ( Is.  53:5)  
 
This passage f rom Isaiah,  and this one f rom Psalm 103, 
are the two most of ten used to t ry to prov e that  i t  is 
ALW AYS God’s wi l l  to heal .   The teaching is that  heal ing 
is a guarantee in the Atonement – meaning that  i f  you are 
sav ed, you need not  ev er be sick.   Your heal ing is as 
certain as is your salv at ion. 
 
Is that  the Truth?  Well , f i rst  of  al l , how many bel iev ers do 
you know that  are actual ly healed?  There are some 
bel iev ers that  receiv e heal ing.   But  relat ively speaking,  
there are simply NOT that  many heal ings – which i t  i f  were 
guaranteed in the Atonement should not  be the case.   
Indeed, i f  heal ing is guaranteed in the Atonement,  then if  
you are NOT healed,  you should quest ion your salv ation.  
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Of  course,  those who teach that  heal ing is guaranteed in  
the Atonement say that  you must bel iev e to be healed.   
Real ly?  In other words,  you had enough fai th to be sav ed, 
but  not  enough to be healed?  I  think the f law in this 
thinking out  to be obv ious.  
 
The Truth is,  heal ing is NOT guaranteed in the Atonement.   
Why?  Because your body i s not  sav ed.  When you are 
sav ed you are joined to the Lord and become one SPIRIT  
wi th Him.  You are not  joined to Him physical ly.  In this 
age,  your body remains outside of  union wi th Christ .   The 
only way your body wi l l  become sav ed is through death 
and resurrect ion – which is yet  to come when Chri st  
returns.  
 
Now, this does not  mean that  God cannot or  wi l l  not  heal .   
I t  does not  mean that  i f  we are al iv e spi r i tual ly in Christ  
that  there wi l l  not  be physical  benef i ts.   But  al l  heal ing is 
subject  to the wi l l  of  God.  These passages,  rather than 
guarantee heal ing,  are simply saying that  you are f ree to 
ask God for heal ing,  and if  you are healed,  i t  is God who 
has done i t . 
 

 
 

Sept 6 
The God of Al l  Grace 

 
He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded 
us according to our iniquities.   For as the heaven is 
high above the earth,  so great is his mercy toward 
them that fear him.  As far as the east is from the 

west,  so far hath he removed our transgressions from 
us.  (Ps.  103:10-12)  

 
 

This Psalm is certainly a proclamation of  God’s eternal  
grace and mercy through Christ .   Through Christ  God has 
not  only forgiven us for al l  sin,  but  has remov ed or taken 
away our sin – as far as the east  is removed f rom the 
west .  
 
Most  Chri st ians wi l l  say they bel iev e this.   But  when we 
sin,  and we wi l l  sin,  do we walk in that fai th?  For i f  God 
has in fact  remov ed our sin,  then He has remov ed the 
basis for any condemnat ion.   Do we giv e place to 
condemnat ion?  Paul  says,  “There i s therefore NO 
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condemnat ion for those who are in Christ  Jesus.”  (Rom. 
8:1)  But  does he mean that  there is no condemnat ion 
EXCEPT when we sin?  I f  so,  then there IS condemnat ion,  
because when else would there be condemnat ion EXCEPT 
when we sin.   Or does Paul  means that  there is no 
condemnat ion EVEN when we sin.   Yes.   There is no 
condemnat ion EVEN when we sin because in Jesus Chri st  
i t  is f inished once and for al l  and forev er.    
 
Of  course,  we can hardly bel iev e this is possible – that  we 
are forgiven forev er and that there is no condemnat ion 
EVEN when we sin.   But  ei ther this is the Truth or i t  is 
not .   And i t  is the Truth – i t  is fundamental  to the gospel  
of  grace.  
 

 
 

Sept 7 
The Kingdom of God 

 
The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; 

and his kingdom rules over al l .   (Ps.  103:19) 
 

The kingdom of  God is not  a place ov er which God rules.   
Rather,  the kingdom of  God is God’s rule over any place 
or any person.   The kingdom of  God is the sov ereignty 
and authori ty of  God. 
 
Christ  in us IS the kingdom of  God in us.   Christ  is the 
King and i f  He dwel ls in us then Hi s sovereignty and 
authori ty resides in us.   Al l  who giv e themselv es to Jesus 
Christ  and choose to lose thei r  l ives to Him are 
surrendering to Jesus Chri st  as Lord,  and consequent ly,  
are enter ing into the kingdom or rule of  Christ  in God.   
 
Jesus preached, “The kingdom of  God is at  hand.  Repent  
and bel iev e the gospel . ”   Jesus was saying that  whether  
anyone l ikes i t  or not ,  and whether ev en one person 
bel iev es i t or not ,  God’s kingdom is al iv e and is going to  
inv ade this earth.   Nothing is going to stop i t .  Therefore 
REPENT so that  you can enter INTO that  kingdom through 
death and resurrect ion in Christ .   In other words,  God’ s 
throne is set t led and establ ished.   The quest ion for us is 
whether we wi l l  choose to come under Hi s kingdom. 
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Sept 8 

Angels and Ministers 
 

Who makes his angels spiri ts; his ministers a f laming 
fire.   (Ps.  104:4)  

 
Hebrews 1:7 quotes this v erse f rom Psalm 104 as one of  
the proofs that  Jesus Chri st  was greater than any angel .   
Hebrews says of  Jesus:  
 
Being made so much better than the angels,  as he hath 

by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than 
they.For unto which of the angels said he at any time, 
Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And 

again,  I wi ll  be to him a Father,  and he shall  be to me a 
Son?  (Heb. 1:4-5) 

 
In other words,  Jesus Christ  was the only begotten Son of  
God.  W e are so used to hearing thi s,  that  to us i t  may 
hav e lost  signi f icance.   Jesus is the Son of  God.  That 
sets Him apart  as inf ini tely superior to al l  others– and He 
became human.   
 
Perhaps in this day and age,  we don’t  need to be 
conv inced that  the Son of  God is inf initely abov e al l  
others.   But  Hebrews emphasizes this Truth – because 
ev erything that  God has done through Christ  depends 
upon the fact  that  Jesus i s the only begotten Son of  God 
BECOME MAN.  This epist le goes on to say:  
 

For i t  became him, for whom [are]  al l  things, and by 
whom [are]  all  things, in bringing many sons unto 

glory,  to make the captain of their salvation perfect 
through sufferings.. .Forasmuch then as the children 

are partakers of f lesh and blood, he also himself 
l ikewise took part of the same; that through death he 

might destroy him that had the power of death,  that is,  
the devil .   (Heb. 2:10-14)  

 
God the Son had to become f lesh and blood in order for 
f lesh and blood to become joined to  God in Him.  This was 
made possible by His sinless l i f e,  death,  and resurrect ion.    
 
Angels are,  “minister ing spi r i ts,  sent  forth to minister for 
them who shal l  be hei rs of  salv ation.”  (Heb. 1:14)  But 
Jesus is the one who IS the salv at ion of  the redeemed.  
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Sept 9 
God IS Our Strength 

 
Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his face 

evermore.   (Ps.  105:4)  
 

God nev er giv es the bel iever st rength.   God nev er makes 
the bel iev er st rong.   Rather,  He exposes us as weak so 
that  by fai th we might  abide in Him AS our st rength.  
 
If  you are a bel iev er,  you hav e Christ  in you.   Christ  IS the 
power of  God. ( I  Cor.  1:24)  But  this wi l l  do you no good 
unless you hav e been broken of  your own strength and are 
abiding in Christ .  
 
We are not  lef t  to ourselv es to f igure this out .   God wi l l  
see to i t  that  we are brought into the experience of  this 
Truth.   He gav e Paul ,  “a thorn in the f lesh. ”  This is the 
work of  the Cross and i t  is l ikewise a necessi ty in our 
l ives.God wi l l  br ing the work of  the personal  Cross into  
our l iv es that  we might  lose our l iv es (and our st rength)  
and f ind Christ  as our l i f e (and strength).   He wi l l  say to 
us,  as He did to Paul ,  “My grace is suf f ic ient  for thee:  for 
my strength is made perfect in weakness.”  We wi l l  
hopeful ly echo the words of  Paul :  “Most  gladly therefore 
wi l l  I  rather glory in my inf i rmi t ies,  that  the power of  Christ  
may rest  upon me.Therefore I  take pleasure in inf i rm i ties,  
in reproaches,  in necessi t ies,  in persecut ions,  in  
dist resses for Christ 's sake:  for when I  am weak,  then am 
I  st rong.”  
 
I t  is one thing to proclaim that  the Lord is our st rength.   
But  i t  is qui te another to be made ut ter weak in ourselv es,  
and then to put  our fai th in Jesus Christ  who IS the power  
of  God. 
 

 
Sept 10 

God’s Only Anointed 
 

Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets 
no harm.  (Ps.  105:15)  
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This v erse is of ten made to mean that  i f  someone is a  
minister that  you dare not  quest ion them.  You dare not  
speaks against  them.  You dare not  interfere wi th them or  
oppose them.  To do so,  i t  is claimed, you wi l l  be 
opposing God.  Such r idiculous interpretat ions hav e been 
used to control  people,  and br ing them under  the authori ty 
of  heret ics.   This is the stuf f  of  which cul ts and cul t  
groups are made. 
 
Of  course,  ev en if  this interpretat ion of  this v erse were 
correct ,  the quest ion would remain as to whether a person 
claiming to be God’s anointed is actual ly anointed of  God.  
There hav e always been sel f -appointed gurus in the body 
of  Christ .   God has not  anointed them, indeed, He i s 
against  them.  In that  case,  i f  God is against  them, i t  
acceptable for US to oppose THEM?  You bet  i t  is.  
 
Those famil iar wi th NT Greek wi l l  tel l  you that  the name,  
“Christ , ”  as wel l  as the Hebrew equiv alent ,  “Messiah,”  
mean, “anointed one.”  Jesus Chri st  is God’s only  
anointed.   And as far as ministers are concerned, there is 
no anoint ing except that  i t  be an ex tension of  the l i f e of  
THE anointed one.    
 
John wri tes,  “These [ things ]  hav e I  wri t ten unto you 
concerning them that  seduce you.But the anoint ing which 
ye hav e received of  him abides in you,  and ye need not  
that  any man teach you:  but  as the same anoint ing 
teaches you of  al l  things,  and i s t ruth,  and is no l ie,  and 
ev en as i t  hath taught you,  ye shal l  abide in him.”  ( I  John 
2:26-27)  
 
There is no authori ty giv en by Christ  to anyone.  The only 
authori ty that  exists in the wi l l  of  God is the l i f e of  Jesus 
Christ  Himself  in an indiv idual .  Thus,  i t  is only to the 
ex tent  that  a person i s l iv ing out  f rom Christ  and doing Hi s 
wi l l  that  there is ANY authori ty.   But  i t  is not  authori ty to  
tel l  people what to do.   I t  is the authori ty of  Truth and 
resurrect ion l i f e in Jesus Christ .   ALL other supposed 
authori ty is not  of  God and can be discarded or opposed 
by the bel iev er. 
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Sept 11 
Humil iation And Exaltation 

 
He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold 

for a servant:  Whose feet they hurt with fetters: he 
was laid in iron:  Until  the time that his word came: the 
word of the LORD tried him.  The king sent  and loosed 
him; even the ruler of the people, and let him go free.   

He made him lord of his house, and ruler of al l  his 
substance.  (Ps.  105:17-21)  

 
If  you examine God’s deal ings wi th His sain ts,  ev ery one 
of  them that  God used had basical ly the same history.   Al l  
of  them were brought down to zero.   But  then,  i f  they had 
fai th in God, they were exal ted.   They were now, “safe,”  to 
be exal ted because they would l iv e in i t  f or God’s glory.  
 
I t  is always necessary for God to do a work of  the Cross 
in a person before they can walk in the power of  His 
resurrect ion.   W e must lose our l iv es to Jesus Chri st  in an 
uncondi t ional  surrender.   Only then Jesus can be our l i f e.   
 
God al lowed Joseph to be sold as a slave.   He spent  
years in pr ison.   At t imes it  must  hav e seemed as i f  God 
had forsaken him.  But  rather than forsake Joseph, God 
was doing a work IN Him so that  He could eventual ly do a 
work THROUGH Him.  Joseph had been made a slav e in 
preparat ion for the day when he would be made a ruler.  
 
This mi rrors God work in our l iv es.   We hav e to be brought  
down to nothing so that  Christ  m ight  be our ev erything.   
This cannot happen on paper.   I t  has to happen by  
experience.  
 

 
 

Sept 12 
The Danger of Mixture 

 
They did not destroy the nations, concerning whom the 
LORD commanded them:  But were mingled among the 

heathen, and learned their works.   And they served 
their idols: which were a snare unto them.  (Ps.  106:34-

36)  
 

In the OT, God teaches much through the use of  actual  
histor ical  ev ents – but  many of  those actual  ev ents,  
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people,  and nat ions,  are types and shadows of  NT Truth.  
There are spi r i tual  counterparts in the l i f e of  the church 
and indiv idual  bel iev er.   This is the case regarding God’s 
command to Israel  that  they destroy or dr iv e out  the 
nat ions that  had been inhabi t ing The Promised Land.  The 
Promised Land is a type and shadow of  ful lness in Christ  
for the bel iever,  and God’s command to giv e those 
heathen t r ibes no place is for us today in the body of  
Christ  – we are not  to al low any mixture of  Truth and 
error;  of  the f lesh and the spi r i t ;  of  that  which is OF Christ  
and that  which is NOT of  Christ .   To al low mix ture is a  
recipe for disaster.    
 
F i rst  of  al l , to al low mixture in the body of  Christ  is 
ev idence that  there i s al ready mix ture in our personal  
l ives.   I t  is ev idence that  our personal  heart  is div ided and 
that  our relat ionship wi th God is a mix ture.   W hy else 
would we al low a mix ture into our personal  l ives,  or into  
the body of  Christ?  But  secondly,  to al low mix ture is to  
completely misrepresent Jesus Chri st .   I t is to present,  
“another Christ , ”  and,  “another gospel . ”   As Paul  told the 
Galat ians,  “A l i t t le leav en leav ens the whole lump.”  (Gal . 
5:9)  ALL that  is of  the f lesh,  of  natural  man, and of  this 
world,  must  be purged out ,  so that  only that  which is of  
Christ  wi l l  const i tute the l i f e of  the bel iever and of  the 
church.   ( I  Cor.  5:7) 
 
Of  course,  this command of  God is almost  univ ersal ly 
ignored today.   And most of  the people who take i t 
ser iously of ten purge out  one form of  leav en only to  
replace i t  wi th another.   Look that  the body of  Christ  today  
– i t  is ut ter and completely def ined by mix ture.  
 
If  we wanted to f ind a major cause for the lack of  power in 
the church against  the forces of  ev i l  and the world,  we 
would f ind i t  here.   God wi l l  nev er commit  Himsel f  to any 
mix ture – mix ture is not  Truth and l i f e that , “ fal ls a l i tt le 
short . ”   No.   Mix ture isn’t  Truth at  al l  – i t is heresy and 
error.   The church has general ly compromised wi th Jesus 
Christ .    
 
Today the church has NO answer for the forces of  ev i l .  
Thus,  bel iev ers and the body of  Christ  are looking more 
and more l ike the world.   The church has accepted great  
ev i l  and immoral i ty,  al l , “ in the name of  lov e and 
tolerance.”  Compromise wi th Christ  in the hearts of  
bel iev ers,  especial ly leaders,  has caused many,  “ to serv e 
idols.”   I t  has become the NEW NORMAL to do so.   And 
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the only thing that  wi l l  change i t  is a great  shaking – 
which is yet  to come. 
 

 
 

Sept 13 
Blessed Be the Lord, Amen 

 
Blessed be the LORD God of Israel  from everlasting to 
everlasting: and let al l the people say,  Amen. Praise ye 

the LORD.  (Ps.  106:48)  
 

A number of  t imes in the book of  Revelation,  God gives us 
a gl impse into heav en.  A few other t imes,  Jesus or God 
appears to a person or a mul t i tude.   In al l  of  those cases,  
the react ion of  people is to fal l  down and worship.   They 
are ut ter ly ov ercome by the glory that  is rev ealed to them. 
 
Is this kind of  a react ion to God the resul t  of  some 
command by God to fal l  down before Him?  I t  is a 
mandated worship?  No.  I t  is completely spontaneous.   In  
other words,  i f  you see Jesus Christ  you are going to be 
ov erwhelmed by the greatness,  the glory,  and the 
hol iness.  
 
We see an indicat ion of  this in the OT.  Moses was told  
that  anyone who looks upon the Lord would die.   Is this 
because God forbids anyone to look at  Him, and if  they 
do,  He wi l l  ki l l  them?  No.  Is i t because God is so terr ible  
that  to look upon Him wi l l  k i l l  you?  Humani ty cannot look 
upon God and l iv e because humani ty cannot  stand before 
such greatness,  beauty,  and glory.  
 
If  the people of  God actual ly begin to come into an inward 
real izat ion of  Jesus Chri st ,  the resul t  wi l l  nev er be law, 
fear,  or a mandated worship.   No.   Nei ther wi l l  the 
response be purely emotional .   No.  Rather,  they wi l l  
spontaneously and f rom the heart  fal l  down and worship 
Him – we wi l l  bless the Lord and prai se His name.  There 
wi l l  be a resounding AMEN to al l  that  He i s.   And i t  wi l l  
t ranslate into a l i f e l iv ed to His glory.   That  is what  
happens to humani ty when we see God – i t is because of  
Who He is and because of  the impact  He has upon us.  
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Sept 14 
Delivered From the Enemy 

 
O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his 

mercy endures forever.   Let the redeemed of the LORD 
say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the 

enemy.  (Ps.  107:1-2)  
 

Al l of  the ancient  civ i l izat ions that  hav e been discov ered 
hav e one thing in common:  Rel igion that  worshipped false 
gods.   And in each case,  behind that  worship were 
demons.  This i s ref lected,  not  only in some of  the horr ible 
sacr i f ices that  were of fered to such demons, but  was ev en 
ref lected in the art  and statues.   The images of  most  of  
those gods are general ly ugly and demonic.  Ev en in some 
of  the more,  “civ i l ized,” cul tures l ike Greece and Rome, 
false gods were worshipped, indeed, mil l ions of  people 
were control led by thei r  fear of  these demonic gods.  
 
Likewise,  i f  you examine history,  you wi l l  f ind that  ev en 
though Christ iani ty was not  general ly taught and pract iced 
according to the Truth,  that  nev ertheless where the God of  
the Bible was acknowledged, and Jesus Christ  was 
preached, there was a general  sani ty and prosperi ty that  
came to those nat ions.   There are except ions,  of  course,  
but  you cannot deny the ov eral l  ef fect . 
 
Af ter the sin of  Adam, Satan had possession of  this world  
as i t ’s god,  and he l ikewise had access to humani ty.  
Demonism was rampant – and we see that  taking hold 
rather quickly af ter Adam and Ev e were cast  out  of  the 
garden of  Eden.  This is one of  the reasons why God had 
to destroy the world wi th a f lood – i t  was,  in part ,  His 
del iv erance of  humani ty f rom such a terr ible state.   And 
during the t ime of  Israel ,  and up to the t ime of  Jesus,  only 
God’s people had any knowledge of  the t rue God. 
 
The name of  the t rue God, in i tsel f ,  carr ied great  power – 
there was LIGHT that  came in that  name.  But  then THE 
LIGHT Himsel f  came and worked His f inished redempt ion.   
Jesus Chri st  came to destroy  the works of  the Dev i l .   And 
IN HIM is not  only del iv erance f rom Satan,  but  del iv erance 
f rom the v ery realm ov er which Satan is god.   The Lord 
has t ruly del iv ered al l  of  humani ty f rom the hand of  the 
enemy – but  not  by remov ing the enemy f rom humanity.  
No.   Rather,  He has IN HIMSELF remov ed humani ty f rom 
the enemy – through a new bi r th as a new creat ion IN 
CHRIST. 
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Sept 15 
The True Bread 

 
For he satisfies the longing soul and fi l ls the hungry 

soul with goodness.  (Ps.  107:9)  
 

God created humani ty to be one wi th Himsel f  – to l ive 
f rom out  of  Himself  unto His glory.   This purpose 
absolutely def ines what a human being IS.   And 
consequent ly,  there is no possibi l i ty that  a human being 
can f ind sat isfact ion and purpose any other way.   Indeed,  
to the ex tent  that  we t ry we wi l l  corrupt  ourselv es and 
become morally and spi r i tual ly twisted.  
 
Jesus Christ  said,  “ I  am the bread of  l i f e:  he that  cometh 
to me shal l  nev er hunger;  and he that  bel iev eth on me 
shal l  nev er thi rst . ”   (John 6:35)  Jesus Christ  is the One 
who restores us back to God – by being joined to Him in 
spi r i t  we are joined to God.  Likewise,  exper iencing Jesus 
Christ  restores us back to  the or iginal  design and purpose 
that  God intended for humani ty.   He is to be our food – 
our l i f e – and in Him alone can humani ty be sat isf ied. 
 
Of  course,  to the ex tent  that  we refuse or neglect  to come 
to Him and partake of  Him, this real i ty wi l l  remain hidden 
f rom us.   Just  as a steady diet  of  junk food can bl ind 
people to the benef i ts of  heal thy food,  so i t  is that  i f  we 
l ive outside of  Christ  through unbel ief  we wi l l  not real ize 
what we are missing.   Christ  bids us to come to Him and 
f ind ful l  sat isfact ion in al l  that  He is.  
 

 
 

Sept 16 
Jesus Christ is THE LIFE 

 
He turns rivers into a wilderness, and the water 

springs into dry ground;  A fruitful  land into 
barrenness, for the wickedness of them that dwell  

therein.   He turns the wilderness into a standing water,  
and dry ground into water springs.  And there he 

makes the hungry to dwell ,  that they may prepare a 
city for habitation.  (Ps.  107:33-36)  
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This Psalm prov ides a wonderful picture of  the impact  of  
Jesus Chri st  as THE LIFE.  W herev er He is present there 
is LIFE – indeed, the wi lderness comes al iv e.   But  
wherev er He is absent,  there is death – indeed, where 
there was false l i f e,  that  of  the f lesh,  there comes death.   
Jesus Chri st  is THE LIFE – the only LIFE – and in the end 
that  is going to be prov en. 
 
There are many forms of  fake l i f e in this age.   One of  the 
most decept iv e forms is rel igious f lesh.   Rel igious f lesh 
can prop up dead bodies.   I t  can introduce emot ionalism 
and intel lectual ism.  I t can get  people occupied wi th  
themselv es.   Rel igious f lesh produces rel igion that  
pleases the f lesh.   I t  wi l l  seem as i f  there is water and 
f ruitfulness.   But  that  which is OF the f lesh IS f lesh – and 
can only giv e bi r th to more f lesh.  
 
When Jesus Christ  is int roduced into a personal  l i f e, or 
into a congregat ion,  one of  the f i rst  things that  happens is 
judgment and l ight .  What seemed l ike a f rui tful  land is 
exposed as barren.   But  what was barren can now spring 
into f rui tfulness.    
 
Of  course,  this wi l l  not  necessari ly please those who 
desi re to feed thei r  f lesh.   But  when God is done wi th this 
age,  only that  which is of  Christ  is going to remain.   The 
resurrect ion l i f e that  is found in Christ  Jesus is the only  
REAL l i f e,  and the only l i f e that  has eternal  v ictory. 
 

 
 

Sept 17 
Jesus Christ is God’s Only Help 

 
Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of man.  

(Ps.  108:12)  
 

When we hear that  phrase,  “ the help of  man,” we usual ly 
think of  i t  in terms of  other people t rying to cure what ai ls 
us.   But  i t  means more than that .   “The help of  man,” is 
the help of  natural  man – including our personal  natural  
man or soul  l i f e.    
 
When we are in t rouble,  i t  is easy to turn to the resources 
found in ourselv es – our wi ts,  our emot ions,  and our wi l l  
power.   But  perhaps the biggest  source of  help to which 
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we turn is our RELIGIOUS FLESH.  Many of  us think that  
God has giv en us a power in ourselv es to overcome – that  
we simply need to bel iev e and confess i t .  Some of  us rely 
upon our own r ighteousness as our means of  earning 
God’s help and fav or in our t ime of  t rouble.   But  al l  of  
these things are of  the f lesh – they are,  “ the help of  man,” 
and are fut i le. 
 
Rather than giv e our f lesh strength to overcome, God 
desi res to br ing us to the end of  these things – God 
desi res to show us as being ut ter ly weak.   Only then wi l l  
be lose ourselv es to Jesus Chri st  and put  our fai th 
SOLELY IN HIM. 
 
Christ  alone is the power of  God.  ( I  Cor.  1:24)  Thus,  
rather than cal l  upon that  which is in our SOUL MAN, by  
fai th God wants us to abide in Christ ,  and draw f rom Him 
al l  that  we need to ov ercome and l ive.   
 

 
 

Sept 18 
For His Name’s Sake 

 
But do thou for me, O GOD the Lord, for thy name's 

sake: because thy mercy is good, del iver thou me.  For 
I am poor and needy, and my heart is wounded within 

me.  (Ps.  109:21-22)  
 

If  you al low God to expose your  mot ives in prayer and in  
seeking God’s help,  you might  be shocked to discov er that  
you want God to act,  not for HIS name’s sake,  but  for your 
own.  Although i t  is natural  for bel ievers to want God to 
del iv er us and help us because of  our own interests,  God 
wants us to pray that  He would do HIS WILL for HIS 
name’s sake.  
 
Do we real ize that  God’s faithfulness TO US mandates 
that  He act  in our l ives for HIS NAME’S SAKE?  For the 
sake of  Jesus Christ  in us?  W hen God acts for His own 
name’s sake we benef i t .  It  may not  seem l ike i t  at f i rst , 
but  in the long run i t  is the only path to  f reedom and 
spi r i tual  l i f e. 
 
God must of ten br ing us to the point  where we recognize 
that  we are poor and needy;  God must of ten al low our  
heart  to be wounded.  Only then wi l l  we abandon 
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ourselv es to Jesus Christ ;  lose our l i f e to Him.  Only then 
wi l l  we say,  “Lord,  do whatev er i t takes to get  YOUR WILL 
in me; do whatev er i t takes for YOUR name’s sake.”  And 
if  God does that  we wi l l  nev er regret  i t. 

 

 
 

Sept 19 
Christ is Seated in Heavenly Places 

 
The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right 

hand, until  I make thine enemies thy footstool.  (Ps.  
110:1)  

 
Once Jesus f inished His redempt ive work,  He ascended,  
where He si ts at  the r ight  hand of  God.  This is the place 
of  authori ty as King of  kings and Lord of  lords.    
 
Jesus Chri st  was not  merely giv en power and authori ty by 
His Father – just  for the giv ing – but  He obtained power  
and authori ty through experience and v ictory --  because 
He surrendered Himself  to His Father in death,  and was 
raised as the personi f icat ion of  resurrect ion of  al l  l i f e and 
power:  

 
The working of His (God’s)  mighty power,  which he 

wrought in Christ,  when he raised him from the dead, 
and set him at his own right hand in the 

heavenly places, Far above al l  principal i ty,  and power,  
and might,  and dominion, and every name that is 

named, not only in this world,  but also in that which is 
to come:  And hath put al l  things under his feet,  and 

gave him to be the head over al l  things to the church.  
(Eph. 1:19-22) 

 
Al l  the power of  God is eternal ly VESTED in Christ .   Thi s 
age is the t ime wherein He is at  the r ight  hand of  God 
cal l ing unto Himsel f  a people,  and thus,  bui lding His 
kingdom, beginning wi th His l i f e in the saints.  
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Sept 20 
Seated With Christ in Heavenly Places 

 
The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right 

hand, until  I make thine enemies thy footstool.  (Ps.  
110:1)  

 
Jesus Chri st  is present ly seated in heav enly places,  at  the 
r ight  hand of  the Father.   But  i f  we are IN Christ ,  we are 
l ikewise seated in heav enly places,  yet  not  in addi t ion to 
Him – but  IN HIM. 
 
If  we are sav ed, we are joined to the Lord and made one 
spi r i t  wi th Him.  We are IN HIM.  Thus,  just  as Jesus 
promised,  “where I  am, there you wi l l  also be.”  And He is 
seated in heav enly place at God’s r ight  hand – and thus,  
so are we.  Paul  emphasizes this great  Truth to the 
Ephesians:  
 

Even when we were dead in sins,  hath quickened us 
together with Christ,  (by grace ye are saved;)  And 

hath raised us up together,  and made us si t  together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus.  (Eph. 2:5-6) 

 
The fact  that  we are seated IN Christ  Jesus,  rather than 
seated merely beside Him, points to the Truth that  ALL 
that  God has to giv e to humani ty is giv en IN HIS SON.  
And NOTHING God has to giv e is giv en any other way.   
The bel iev er is eternal ly uni ted wi th Christ  in spi r i t ,  and 
al l  that  God has to give is experienced only as we 
experience Christ .  
 

 
 

Sept 21 
All  Spiri tual  Blessings in Christ 

 
The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right 

hand, until  I make thine enemies thy footstool.  (Ps.  
110:1)  

 
Because bel iev ers are joined to the Lord and made one 
spi r i t  wi th Him (I  Cor.  6:17) i t  is a fact  that  i f  Christ  is 
seated in heav enly place at  God’s r ight  hand, then we are 
l ikewise seated IN HIM.  Paul  states thi s Truth outr ight  in 
Eph. 2:5-6.   But  what this means is that  God has giv en us 
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ALL things f reely in Christ .   I t  means that  IN CHRIST God 
has blessed us wi th ALL spi r i tual  blessings:  

 
Blessed be  the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ,  who hath blessed us with al l  spiri tual  blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ.   (Eph. 1:3) 

 
What this means is that  God has giv en al l  that  He has to  
giv e IN HIS SON – and God wi l l  give NOTHING that  He 
has to giv e apart  f rom His Son.  Thus,  i t  is only as we 
come into an inward real izat ion of  Christ ,  and experience 
Him, that  we can experience what God has given in Him. 
 
Many bel iev ers t ry to experience the things of  God – but  
in ignorance of  Jesus Christ .   Thus,  unwi t t ingly,  they tap 
into the soul  realm, thinking it  is of  Christ .   But  no.   God 
has giv en us al l  things f reely,  but  ONLY in Christ .   Or,  to  
put  i t  another way,  God has not  giv en us THINGS – He 
has giv en us Chri st  in Whom are al l  things He has to giv e. 
 
Do you want to experience al l  that  God has to giv e?  Then 
seek Christ  – seek to know Him and experience Him.  IN 
HIM is al l  that  God has to giv e. 
 

 
 

Sept 22 
The Building of His Kingdom 

 
The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right 

hand, until  I make thine enemies thy footstool.  (Ps.  
110:1)  

 
If  we wonder what Jesus Christ  has been doing for the 
last  two-thousand years – He is cal l ing a people unto 
Himself .   He is bui lding a kingdom.  ALL things,  and ALL 
people,  who wi l l  receive Him, are being PUT UNDER HIM.  
That  is the kingdom of  God. 
 
Paul  wri tes:  
 

For as in Adam al l  die,  even so in Christ shall  al l  be 
made al ive.   But every man in his own order: Christ the 

first fruits; afterward they that are Christ 's at his 
coming.  Then cometh the end, when he shall  have 
del ivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; 

when he shall  have put down all  rule and al l  authority 
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and power.   For he must reign, t i ll  he hath put al l  
enemies under his feet.   The last enemy that shall  be 
destroyed is death.   For he hath put al l things under 

his feet.  But when he saith al l  things are put 
under him, i t  is manifest that he is excepted, which did 
put al l  things under him.  And when al l  things shall  be 
subdued unto him, then shall  the Son also himself be 

subject unto him that put al l  things under him, that 
God may be al l in al l .   ( I Cor.  15:22-28)  

 
The foundat ion of  the kingdom of  God is Jesus Chri st  IN 
His people.   God’s people must lose thei r  l iv es to Jesus 
Christ  in order to f ind Christ  as thei r  l i f e.  THAT is the 
kingdom of  God WITHIN US.  Then as Hi s people manifest  
Him, and become v ehicles for His name, al l  else is 
brought in under His rule and authori ty;  His kingdom. 
 
Jesus Chri st  has worked a f inished redempt ion,  yes,  for 
humani ty,  but  to accomplish His Father ’s purpose.   And 
that  purpose is that ,  through Christ ,  al l  things would be 
restored back under the Father.   
 

 
 

Sept 23 
Melchizedek 

 
The LORD hath sworn, and wil l  not repent, Thou art a 

priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.  (Ps.  
110:4)  

 
The OT character of  Melchizedek is a type and shadow of  
Jesus Christ  as our high pr iest .   In the Genesi s account,  
he suddenly appears and then v anishes.   But  ev en that  
account,  wri t ten the way i t was wri t ten,  was inspi red by 
God.  Paul br ings out  this v ery fact in his let ter to the 
Hebrews.  He says of  Melchizedek:  
 

Without father,  without mother,  without descent,  
having neither beginning of days, nor end of l i fe; but 

made l ike unto the Son of God; abides a priest 
continually.   Now consider how great this man was, 

unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth 
of the spoils.   (Hebrews 7:3-4)  

 
There has always been much speculat ion as to the ident i ty 
of  Melchizedek.   But  there is no need to speculate ov er 
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what God has not  rev ealed.   According to Hebrews, God 
inspi red the absence of  information about Melchizedek – 
the fact  that  his history is not  giv en is precisely what  
makes him a type and a shadow of  Jesus Christ .   He is,  in 
type and shadow, wi thout  father or mother,  wi thout  
descent,  nei ther has a beginning or end – he is wi thout  
those things in the Genesis narrat iv e by the inspi rat ion of  
God.  This,  according to Hebrews, makes him a type and 
shadow of  Jesus Christ  as our eternal  high pr iest  who 
abides forev er. 
 
I t  is noteworthy that  God inspi red ev en the ABSENCE of  
information in scr ipture.   I t is always wise to note what  
God does NOT say.   These are,  by omission,  also 
indicat ive of  the Truth. 
 

 
 

Sept 24 
Christ,  Our High Priest 

 
The LORD hath sworn, and wil l  not repent, Thou art a 

priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.  (Ps.  
110:4)  

 
Under the Old Cov enant,  the high pr iest  was the,  “stand 
in,”  before God, or the ent i re nat ion.  Thus,  the high 
pr iest ,  and al l  of  his funct ions and dut ies,  was a type and 
a shadow of  Jesus Christ ,  not  only as our subst i tute in His 
death,  but  as our Mediator unto God through His 
resurrect ion.  
 
Pr imary to the dut ies of  the high pr iest  was that  he 
entered into the Holy of  Hol ies once a year on the day of  
Atonement.   The Holy of  Hol ies represented the presence 
of  God – to enter into the Holy of  Holies si gni f ied being 
one wi th God.  Hebrews explains how this was a type and 
shadow of  the real i ty in Jesus Christ :  
 
Having therefore,  brethren, boldness to enter into the 

holiest by the blood of Jesus,  By a new and living 
way, which he hath consecrated for us,  through the 

vei l ,  that is to say,  his f lesh;  And having an high 
priest over the house of God;  Let us draw near with a 
true heart in ful l  assurance of faith,  having our hearts 

sprinkled from an evi l  conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water.   Let us hold fast the 
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profession of our faith without wavering; for he 
is faithful  that promised.  (Heb. 10:19-23)  

 
Because Jesus is one wi th the Father,  and we are one 
wi th Jesus,  we are one wi th the Father IN HIM.  This is 
how Jesus Chri st  is our high pr iest  – yes,  based upon 
what He has done, but  present ly,  He is our high pr iest  by  
WHO HE IS,  indeed, by W HO HE IS in God and in us.    

 

 
 

Sept 25 
The Only Mediator Unto God 

 
The LORD hath sworn, and wil l  not repent, Thou art a 

priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.  (Ps.  
110:4)  

 
In the OT, the high pr iest  was the mediator unto God for 
the ent i re nat ion.   Accordingly,  Jesus Chri st  as our l iv ing 
high pr iest ,  is our ONLY Mediator unto God.  Paul  states:  
 
There is ONE Mediator between God and man, that man 

Christ Jesus.  ( I Tim. 2:5)  
 

Jesus is our Mediator,  not  only by what He has done, but  
by his v ery presence IN US.  Jesus is ONE wi th the 
Father,  and we are ONE wi th Him – and thus,  we are ONE 
wi th the Father IN HIM. 
 
From a pract ical  standpoint ,  this Truth means that  the 
bel iev er has personal ,  indiv idual ,  one-on-one access to  
God solely through Jesus Chri st .   No human being,  no 
matter how spi r i tual ,  and no matter his or her posi t ion in 
the body of  Christ ,  is an addi t ional  mediator unto God, or  
a mediator unto Christ .   You do not  hav e to, “go through,”  
any person to reach God.  You do not  hav e to belong to 
the r ight  group or church.   You do not  hav e to SUBMIT to 
any person or group to be r ight  wi th God.  Jesus Chri st  is 
the ONLY Mediator between God and man.  This is a 
foundat ional  Truth of  Christ iani ty.     
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Sep 26 
The Beginning of Wisdom 

 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a 

good understanding have al l  they that do his 
commandments: his praise endures forever.   (Ps.  

111:10)  
 

The fear of  God is not  a matter of  being af raid of  God.  
The fear of  the Lord is REVERENCE for God.  I t  is a 
rev erence that  is supposed to gov ern our l ives.  
 
Rev erence for God is the BEGINNING of  wi sdom.  This 
means that  we cannot ev en begin to see the Truth of  God 
unless we hav e at  least  some rev erence for Him.  
Rev erence for God wi l l  motiv ate us to seek Him for the 
Truth.   And rev erence for God wi l l  be an openness to the 
Truth – no matter what i t  takes,  and no matter what that  
Truth is.  
 
In the f inal  analysis,  we are ei ther going to embrace the 
Truth and al low God to use i t  to br ing us into  a real izat ion 
of  His Son, or we are going to t ry to change the Truth so 
that  i t  f i ts us.   I f  we hav e a rev erence for God we wi l l  
gladly do the former,  rather than the lat ter.  
 
Ul t imately,  i f  I rev ere God, I wi l l  lose my l i f e in a complete 
abandonment to Him.  This wi l l  not  be out  of  duty,  or 
because I  am af raid of  Him.  I t wi l l  be because I  desi re to  
do so.   I  wi l l  lov e God – which goes hand in hand wi th  
rev erence for Him. 
 

 
 

Sept 27 
Light in the Darkness 

 
Unto the upright there arises l ight in the darkness: he 

is gracious, and ful l of compassion, and righteous.  
(Ps.  112:4)  

 
Al l who are born in Adam are born in darkness.   There is 
NO l ight  and NO l i f e in natural  man.  And there is no way 
for him to get  i t.   But  when a person comes to Jesus 
Christ  he or she gets more than a THING cal led,  “ l ight . ”  
That  person receiv es Christ  Himself .   God then begins to  
rev eal  Christ  in that  person.  
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This is how LIGHT arises in darkness – i t  is through an 
inward rev elation of  Jesus Chri st .   Unless Christ  is being 
rev ealed IN US we wi l l  not  get far.   Informat ion,  doctr ines,  
facts,  and rel igion cannot open our eyes or penetrate our  
darkness.   He must be our l ight . 
 
Natural  man is bl ind.   But  worse,  he doesn’t  know he is 
bl ind.   Thus,  the f i rst  thing that  happens if  God is at work  
is that  a person real izes they are bl ind – and is able to cry  
out  to God.  Then God wi l l  rev eal Christ .   And only then 
wi l l  that  person be able to see.Only the Person who said,  
“ I  AM the Light , ”  can make that  possible.  
 

 
 

Sept 28 
Trust in God 

 
He shall  not be afraid of evi l  t idings: his heart is f ixed, 

trusting in the LORD.  (Ps.  112:7)  
 

Many people in this world,  including many professing 
Christ ians,  walk through l i f e in FEAR.  They are af raid of  
what MIGHT happen.  They fear the future.   Indeed, thei r  
heart  is cont inual ly tossed to and f ro by ci rcumstances 
and by thei r  fear.  
 
 
Al l  FEAR in the Christ ian l i f e is the resul t  o f  something I 
hav e embraced a LIE about God.  For to the extent  that I 
bel iev e the Truth about God I  cannot be af raid – because I  
wi l l  know He is fai thful ,  and that  He lov es me. 
 
I t  is t rue that  bad things can happen to Christ ian people.   
God nev er said that  we would be spared t r ials or ev en 
t ragedy.   But  He does promise that  we wi l l  be spared what 
is NOT His wi l l .  He does promise to be fai thful  to us,  and 
wi l l  al low only into our l iv es that  which serv es Hi s 
purpose.   Our heart  can therefore be f ixed upon HIM, 
rather than ci rcumstances.   For He cannot be moved. 
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Sept 29 
The Humil i ty of God 

 
Who humbles himself to behold the things that are in 

heaven, and in the earth!  (Ps.  113:6)  
 

This is a remarkable statement.   I t  is one thing to say that  
God humbles Himsel f  to behold the things of  the earth.   
But  i t  is another to say He humbles Himsel f  to behold the 
things of  heav en. 
 
Of  course,  Jesus Chri st  humbled Himself  to become a 
man.  I  would submi t  that  we know v ery l i tt le of  this – we 
hav e only a gl impse of  what Jesus gav e up to take upon 
Himself  the human f rame.  Paul  gives us a few hints:  
 

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought i t  not 

robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant,  

and was made in the l ikeness of men: And being found 
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself,  and became 

obedient unto death,  even the death of the cross. 
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given 

him a name which is above every name: That at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth,  and things under the 
earth; And that every tongue should confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.   
(Phil .  2:5-11) 

 
God in His Son t ruly did humble Himsel f  not  only to look 
upon the things of  the earth,  but  actual ly became part  of  
the human race.   Then He died for us al l .   No wonder God 
has highly exal ted Him abov e al l  as Lord.  
 

 
 

Sept 30 
The Great Shaking 

 
Tremble,  thou earth,  at the presence of the Lord, at the 

presence of the God of Jacob; Which turned the 
rock into a standing water,  the fl int into a fountain of 

waters.   (Ps.  114:7-8)  
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One of  the great  promises of  scr ipture,  and a desi re that  
we al l  ought to share,  is that  before al l  is said and done, 
God Himsel f  is going to shake,  not  only the earth,  but  also 
the heav enly or spi r i t  realm.  The resul t  wi l l  be that  only  
that  which is of  Christ  – only the wi l l  of  God – wi l l  remain.  
That  is a glor ious thing to expect .  
 
The wri ter of  Hebrews records that  promise:  
 

See that ye refuse not him that speaks. For i f  they 
escaped not who refused him that spoke on earth,  

much more shall  not  we escape ,  i f  we turn away from 
him that speaks f rom heaven: Whose voice then shook 
the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once 
more I  shake not the earth only, but also heaven.  And 

this word,  Yet once more,  signifies the removing of 
those things that are shaken, as of things that are 

made, that those things which cannot be shaken may 
remain.  Wherefore we receiving a kingdom that cannot 

be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve 
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: For our 

God is a consuming fire.   (Heb. 12:25-29)  
 
This,  “great  shaking,” has al ready begun – on an 
indiv idual  lev el  in God’s own people.   “For the time has 
come that  judgment must  begin at  the house of  God.”  ( I 
Peter 4:17)  If  Jesus Chri st  is in a person,  then the 
presence of  Christ  IS judgment.   Al l  that  is not  of  Him wi l l  
be exposed and shaken so that  we might  lose i t  under the 
work of  the Cross and be set  f ree unto His ful lness.   But  is 
yet  coming a greater,  univ ersal  shaking.   I t  is going to  
shake both heav en and earth.   God has promised i t .  

 
 

Oct 1 
The Prayer God Always Answers 

 
Not unto us,  O LORD, not unto us,  but unto thy name 

give glory,  for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake.  (Ps.  
115:1)  

 
God has a wi l l .  And because i t  IS His wi l l ,  he wants to 
br ing i t to pass.   This is why i f  we pray,  “according to His 
wi l l , ”  He promised through Christ  to answer us.  
 
When we pray,  “according to the wi l l  of  God,” we are 
asking Him to give glory to HIS name.  We are asking Him 
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do answer us,  “ for Your mercy,  and for Your Truth’s sake.”   
We are asking Him, “ to do whatev er i t  takes to br ing Hi s 
wi l l  to pass for His glory.”   God wi l l  always answer  that  
prayer.  
 
Now, God cannot always answer such a prayer  
immediately.  That  is because despi te always want ing to  
do His wi l l , He lov es people too much to do it  i f  He knows 
that  the present ramif icat ions wi l l  not  work  towards His 
greater end.    
 
For example, God would l ike to br ing down heret ical  
minist r ies.   He would l ike to sweep His house clean.   But 
He knows that  most  of  the people who are deceiv ed by 
those minist r ies are bl ind to Christ  – and so they would 
not  turn to the Truth.   Rather,  they would just  start  things 
al l  ov er again,  or turn to something worse.   A house swept  
clean of  ev i l ,  but  lef t  void,  wi l l  become inhabi ted by worse 
ev i l .   If  you t ry to separate the wheat f rom the tares you 
wi l l  uproot  some of  the wheat.   So God WILL answer our  
prayers for His wi l l .   But  He must answer in His t ime 
according to His wi sdom.  And we can t rust  Him to do 
that .   

 

 
 

Oct 2 
God Created in Man’s Image 

 
They that make them (idols)  are l ike unto them; so 

is every one that trusts in them.  (Ps.  115:8) 
 

If  we wi l l  not  al low God to create us in Christ  Jesus,  then 
we are going to create Christ  Jesus in our own image.  In 
the end,  i t  wi l l  be one or the other.   
 
There are always REASONS why people are deceiv ed into 
doing such things.   People usual ly create a god in thei r 
own image because the t rue Jesus Christ  does not  appeal  
to them.  He does not  giv e them what they want.   So they  
are easi ly deceiv ed into creat ing or accept ing a Christ  
that  wi l l  rel igiously giv e them what appeals to thei r  
rel igious nature.   
 
False Chri st iani ty is the resul t  of  professing Chri st ians 
making for themselv es,  or accept ing f rom another,  a 
rel igiously created idol  –a god and a Jesus that  i s l ike 
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themselv es,  that  is,  that  is the product  of  themselv es;  one 
that  appeals to something in thei r , “soul  man.” And when 
they begin to t rust  in what they hav e created,  i t  wi l l  
gov ern them.  This is decept ion.  
 
There are mil l ions today who are absolutely conv inced 
that  they hav e found Christ  and are walking in the Truth – 
they wi l l  tel l  you that  they are happy,  at  peace,  and hav e 
seen God work miracles in thei r  l iv es to conf i rm thei r 
bel iefs.   But  they are deceiv ed.   They are at  peace 
because they  are at  one wi th the decept ion that  binds 
them.  And the fact  is,  i f  you hav e created a false god for  
yoursel f ,  and a false Christ iani ty,  and are l iv ing in i t  by 
giv ing i t your fai th, you wi l l  begin to feel and to see AS 
the Truth what you hav e created to be the Truth.  
 
The solut ion for this kind of  decept ion is the work of  the 
Cross.   The work of  the Cross wi l l  come in and deal  wi th 
the rel igious f lesh and pr ide that  mot ivates us to t ry to 
create a Chri st  in our own image.  But  may no mistake 
about i t ,  at  some point ,  we must forsake our idol ,  repent,  
and giv e ourselv es to Jesus Chri st  – this is the only path 
back to God in Truth.  
 

 
 

Oct 3 
God’s Purpose for Humanity 

 
The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD'S: but the 

earth hath he given to the children of men.  (Ps.  
115:16)  

 
One of  God’s f i rst  commands to Adam was, “hav e 
dominion.”  W ith that  command, God was actual ly GIVING 
humani ty dominion ov er this earth.   (Gen. 1:28)  Indeed,  
to,  “hav e dominion,” was one of  the purposes for which 
God created man.  (Gen. 1:26) 
 
Adam’s dominion was always to be rooted in God’s 
dominion ov er HIM.  Adam was f i rst  created FOR GOD, 
and then by ex tension,  he was to hav e dominion under  
God ov er this earth.   This was not  merely an outward,  
“chain of  command.”  Adam had been created ONE wi th  
God in spi r i t,  and i t was f rom out of  that relat ionship that  
Adam was to be an ex tension of  God’s dominion ov er this 
earth.  
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But  Adam sinned and broke hi s spi r i tual  union wi th God.   
When that  happened he al so forfei ted his dominion ov er 
this earth – because that  dominion was rooted in God’s 
dominion ov er Adam.  Worse,  he forfei ted his dominion TO 
SATAN.  Satan became, “ the god of  this world.”   Indeed,  
Satan became the god of  the ent i re earthly realm.  His 
point  of  access in humani ty remains the earthly nature;  
the soul  realm.  This is now Satan’s dominion.  
 
God sent  His Son to become a man, to l iv e a sinless l i f e 
as a man, and then to die and be rai sed.   Through al l  of  
this,  Jesus remained div ine,  but  nev er discarded His 
humani ty.   No.   Jesus accompl ished this so that  IN 
CHRIST humani ty can be restored back to oneness wi th  
God.  And in that  same Christ ,  God’s or igina l  intent ion for 
humani ty to hav e dominion is l ikewise restored.   
Rev elat ion states,  “And hath made us kings and pr iests 
unto God and his Father;  to him be glory anddominion for 
ev er and ev er. Amen.” 
 
God intends for humani ty to hav e dominion over al l  of  this 
earth – in and through Jesus Christ .   But  this wi l l  not 
merely be a dominion that  Christ  giv es to us.   I t  wi l l  be a 
dominion that  is found only IN CHRIST – and can be 
exercised only as an ex tension of  Him, as His people l ive 
at  one wi th Him. 
 

 
 

Oct 4 
The Truth of His Grace 

 
What shall  I render unto the LORD for al l  his benefits 
toward me?  I wil l  take the cup of salvation, and cal l  

upon the name of the LORD.  (Ps.  116:12-13) 
 

Here we see that  ev en in Old Cov enant t imes that  people 
knew that  i t  was only by the grace of  God that  they could 
be sav ed.  God’s purpose was ALW AYS salvat ion by grace 
through Christ  – regardless of  the methods and cov enant 
under which i t  was rev ealed and ministered.  
 
I t  is simply impossible to come to see the Truth of  God 
wi thout  real iz ing that  you are nothing and He is 
ev erything.   The Truth of  God wi l l  always carry the Truth 
of  grace through Jesus Christ .   But  this real izat ion wi l l  not 



 236

be morbid or depressing.   I t  wi l l  be joyous and lead to 
f reedom.  For you wi l l  l i kewise see that  Christ  has done 
al l  and is al l  – and that  God giv es al l  things f reely in His 
Son.  (Rom. 8:32) 
 
The Psalmist  real izes that  there is nothing he can earn 
f rom God, or of fer to God in exchange for what God f reely 
giv es.   Therefore,  what can he render to God?  He says,  
“This is the one thing I  can do in response to the f ree 
grace of  God.  I can bel iev e and receiv e what He f reely 
giv es.”  That  is fai th that  is based solely upon Jesus 
Christ .  
 

 
 

Oct 5 
The Death of His Saints 

 
Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his 

saints.   (Ps.  116:15)  
 

God is nev er indif ferent  to the suf fer ing of  His people.   He 
is not  indif ferent  to the death of  His saints.   I t may 
somet imes seem as i f  He is indi f ferent .   But  that  is a  
l imi ted human perspect iv e.   God is thoroughly in charge,  
and He nev er takes these things l ight ly.   
 
I t  is certainly possible that  people can br ing upon 
themselv es death through disobedience and unbel ief ,  and 
by l iv ing an unheal thy l i f e style.   And God wi l l  al low this.   
But  i t  st i l l  does NOT mean He is indi f ferent .   He cares 
ev en though He al lows people to make thei r  choices.  
 
God al lows both suf fer ing and blessings in the l i f e of  His 
people so that  we may learn Christ .   We can expect  both.  
I t  is comfort ing to know that  i f  you are walking wi th the 
Lord,  and Chri st  is your l i f e,  you are not  going to die one 
second before God wi l ls i t .   And you are not  going to l iv e 
one second longer than God desi res.   Although God does 
not  cause ev ery single ev ent in the l i f e of  His people,  i t is 
nev ertheless a fact  that  nothing gets through to His saints 
wi thout  God knowing about i t  or permi t ting i t . 
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Oct 6 
Should a Christian Make Vows to God? 

 
I  wi ll  pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence 

of al l  his people.   (Ps.  116:18) 
 

There is Christ ian teaching today that  not  only tel ls 
bel iev ers that  i t  is r ight  that  they make v ows to God, but  
tel ls them that they are uncondi t ional ly requi red to keep 
those v ows.  Is this the Truth of  the Bible? 
 
Jesus di rect ly spoke to thi s matter of  swearing oaths or  
making vows to God: 
 
Again,  ye have heard that i t  hath been said by them of 

old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself,  but shalt 
perform unto the Lord thine oaths:  But I say unto you, 

Swear not at al l ;  neither by heaven; for i t  is God's 
throne:  Nor by the earth; for i t  is his footstool: 

neither by Jerusalem; for i t  is the city of the great 
King.  Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because 
thou canst not make one hair white or black.   But let 

your communication be,  Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for 
whatsoever is more than these cometh of evi l .   (Matt.  

5:33-37)  
 

As He does numerous t imes on other subjects,  Jesus 
acknowledges what i t  says about v ows in the law of  God.  
But  He points to  a higher Truth,  and di rect ly commands 
God’s people to NOT make vows to God.  Why?  Because 
a v ow can be t rust  in yoursel f  – t rust  that  you are able to 
br ing your promise to pass.   Furthermore,  most  v ows to  
the Lord are made as a bargain wi th God.  In Christ ,  there 
are no bargains – only grace and Truth – and 
uncondi t ional  surrender.   Bargains wi th God, as Jesus 
noted,  come f rom an ev i l  mot ive of  t ry ing to get  God to do 
what we want.  
 
“Marr iage v ows,” are not  wrong because you are enter ing 
into a relat ionship that  al ready demands exact ly what you 
are v owing.   The v ows are simply giv ing v oice to the 
def init ion of  marr iage.   Indeed, your fai thfulness to your  
spouse is not  based on your v ows – i t  is based on your  
lov e.  Swearing to tel l  the Truth in court  is l ikewise not  
wrong  
 
because i t  is simply a publ ic declarat ion that  you are 
capable of  keeping.   Jesus is forbidding the pract ice of  
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promising God you wi l l  do such and such – and binding 
yoursel f  to i t – to the disregard of  knowing God’s wi l l  f or 
the future.   Doing so is a subt le way of  t rying to control  
God.  He says,  “W alk wi th God wi th an open heart  by fai th 
and you won’t  need to make v ows.”  

 

 
 

Oct 7 
The Truth of God 

 
The truth of the LORD endures forever.  (Ps.  117:2)  

 
The Truth of  God in Jesus Chri st  nev er changes.   Rather,  
we discov er the Truth in Christ ,  and are changed so that  
we can walk wi th God and manifest  Christ .  
 
The Truth is not  merely a l ist  of  doctr ines or teachings 
about Chri st .   No.   Jesus Christ  IS the Truth.  
 
What this means is that  when we receiv e Jesus Christ  and 
He joins us to Himsel f ;  He dwel ls in us – i t  means that  in  
Christ  we receiv e ALL Truth.  In Christ ,  God giv es us 
ev erything that  He has to giv es – God has giv en us ALL 
things f reely in Christ .   The Christ ian l i f e is therefore not  
a matter of  receiv ing MORE of  Christ  or MORE of  the 
Truth.   Rather,  i t  is a matter of  discov ering the Chri st  wi th  
Whom we are one in spi r i t .   And as God rev eals to us 
Christ ,  then we l ikewise di scov er the Truth that  is IN HIM. 
 
Paul  wrote:   Al l  the t reasures of  wisdom and knowledge 
are found in Christ   (Col.  2:3) Thus,  i t  is only as Christ  is 
unfolded and rev ealed in us that  the t reasures of  wisdom 
and knowledge – the Truth – is unfolded to us.   The Truth 
of  the Lord endures forev er because the Truth is a 
Person,  Jesus Christ .  
 

 
 

Oct 8 
The Cornerstone 

 
The stone which the builders refused is become the 
head stone of the corner.   This is the LORD'S doing; 

i t  is marvelous in our eyes.  (Ps.  118:22-23) 
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Any bui lders of  the body of  Christ  who cont inue to refuse 
or neglect  Jesus Christ  – whether wi l l f ul ly or in ignorance 
--  are NOT bui lding the house of  God.  They are bui lding 
thei r  own house – and God wi l l  nev er commit Himself  to 
them.  It  also says in Psalms, “Except the LORD bui ld the 
house,  they labor in v ain that  bui ld i t . ”   (Ps.  127:1)  
 
Don’t  apply this only to the church as a congregat ion,  or  
to the actual  bui ldings and organizat ion.   The church – or  
ekklesia – are PEOPLE in whom Christ  dwel ls.   I f  a person 
is bui l t  upon a,  “stone,” other than the Lord Jesus --  then 
that  person’s Chri st iani ty is error.   I t  is a façade.  And 
when the test  comes, i t  wi l l  come crashing down. 
 
Jesus Chri st  nev er gav e anyone authori ty to bui ld His 
church FOR HIM.  Rather,  He said,  “ I  wi l l  bui ld My 
church.”  Thus,  despi te the fact  the minist ry is used of  
Christ  to edi f y believ ers,  unless i t  is Christ  doing i t  
through that  minist ry,  i t  is not  being bui l t  upon THE ROCK 
or Cornerstone,  and wi l l  not  endure eternal ly.  

 

 
 

Oct 9 
Rejoicing in Today 

 
This is the day that the LORD hath made; we will  

rejoice and be glad in i t .   (Ps.  118:24)  
 

God has made each day as a v ehicle where in He desi res 
to accompl ish His purpose in Christ .   That  is why we 
ought to rejoice and be glad in i t .   There is no suggest ion 
in the Psalm that  whatev er happens during each day is 
ordained by God.  No.   Plenty happens that  is outside of  
the wi l l  of  God, which i s orchestrated by Satan,  and that  
is the product  of  the unbel ief  and sin of  man.  God has 
NOT made those things – al though He may choose to use 
them. 
 
There is also the ov eral l  appl icat ion that  i f  we hav e been 
cal led to Christ ,  then THIS is the day of  our salv ation.   
Indeed, Christ  i s God’s day  of  rest  –  Christ  is God’s 
spi r i tual  Sabbath rest .   W e can cease f rom our labors and 
enter into Christ  by fai th. 
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Oct 10 

A Clean Heart  
 

Wherewithal  shall  a young man cleanse his way? by 
taking heed thereto according to thy word.  (Ps.  119:9)  

 
When most of  us think of  a way of  l i f e that  is,  “c lean,” we 
think of  a l i f e that  is f ree of  immoral i ty and other v ices.   
But  according to God’s W ord,  a clean l i f e is the product  of  
a clean heart  towards God.  I t  is the outcome of  hav ing 
seen and embraced the Truth of  Jesus Christ .    
 
A,  “clean way,” is a Chri st iani ty that  is f ree of  mix ture.   I 
seek to worship God in spi r i t  and in Truth – rather than 
through my rel igious soul  man.  Neither do I  t ry to l iv e in 
Christ  on the basi s of  my own r ighteousness.   Rel igious 
corrupt ion and uncleanness are the most subt le and 
decept iv e because they seem so holy and good.  But  
whatev er is not  of  Christ  is unclean – rel igious or not .  
 
A pure heart  i s one that  has unfolded i tsel f  to God and 
has al lowed al l  of  His l ight  in Christ  to come in.  Our part  
is to open ourselv es.   W e can ask God to do,  “whatev er i t 
takes to br ing us into the ful lness of  Chr ist ,  and that  
desi re alone const i tutes an openness to God f rom a pure 
and clean heart .     
 

 
 

Oct 11 
Eyes That Have Been Opened 

 
Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 

things out of thy law.  (Ps.  119:18)  
 

Jesus Chri st  is the Liv ing Righteousness of  God – and the 
type and shadow of  Christ  as God’s r ighteousness is the 
law of  God.  Thus,  the many references in Psalms to the 
law of  God are intended by God to act  as a schoolmaster  
to point  us to Christ .   In HIM are al l  of  the wondrous 
things of  God. 
 
The problem wi th most  of  humani ty is not  merely the fact 
that  we are bl ind.  The greater problem is that  we don’t  
know we are bl ind,  in fact ,  we think we see.   That  is 
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decept ion.   Thi s is ev en the case wi th many professing 
Christ ians.  
 
One of  the f i rst  things God must do to open a person’ s 
eyes to Christ  is to show them they ARE blind.   Often this 
wi l l  requi re that  He show them that  they do NOT see – but  
that  what they think they see is error.   This is a cr isis 
point  in a person’s l i f e – and of ten i t  is rel igious pr ide and 
sel f -r ighteousness that  motiv ates a person to refuse to 
admi t that  hav e been in error;  hav e been bl ind.   But now 
they are in a worse condi t ion – for they have refused to 
confess thei r  bl indness,  and therefore thei r  bl indness is 
sel f - imposed.  They are no longer merely IN the dark.   
They hav e closed thei r  eyes to the l ight  and in doing so 
chosen darkness rather than l ight .  
 
But  when God shows a person they are bl ind He i s 
actual ly making the,  “ to see” – He is making them, “ to 
see,” that  they are bl ind.   They can then confess i t  and 
cry out  to God, “Lord,  that  I may see.”  This is a heart  cry 
out  of  a real ized need.  And God wi l l  answer them by 
br inging them to where they can begin to see Jesus 
Christ .   Only i f  we see and real ize Jesus Christ  do we 
hav e spi r i tual  sight ,  for He is the Light  of  God. 

 

 
 

Oct 12 
The Quickening of The Word 

 
This is my comfort in my affl iction: for thy word hath 

quickened me.  (Ps.  119:50)  
 

Jesus said,  “ I t  is the spi r i t  that  quickens;  the f lesh prof i ts 
nothing:  the words that  I  speak unto you,  they are spi r i t ,  
and they are l i f e.   But  there are some of  you that  bel iev e 
not . ”   Jesus was referr ing to His own teaching to the 
crowds and to his disciples.   He stated di rect ly that  His 
words were spi r i t  and l i f e.   But because at  that  point  in 
t ime, there was no place in thei r  heart  for His words,  they  
interpreted them according to the f lesh – in earthly terms 
wi th thei r  earthly minds.   The words of  Jesus Chri st  did 
not  prof i t  them; indeed, many rejected Him. 
 
The Word of  God is the Truth of  God.  But just  as was the 
case that  day,  we wi l l  nev er grasp the meaning of  the 
Word of  God if  there is no place in us for the Truth.   Oh, 
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we might  hav e a certain academic or theological  
understanding.   But  we wi l l  not  see Jesus Christ  Himself  
in the Word.  
 
The spi r i t  of  God can quicken the W ord of  God to us – 
which means that  we can then see Christ ;  see the Truth;  
discern what God means;  and apply i t  to ourselv es.   God 
wi l l  of ten do this for us in our  af f l iction.   And as was the 
case for the Psalmist ,  that  is a great  comfort . 
 
God has giv en us Hi s W ord – not  so that  we might  merely 
understand Hi s W ord.   No.   God has giv en us Hi s W ord so 
that  we might  understand God Himsel f .   The W ord of  God 
is a spi r i tual  rev elation of  God through Jesus Chri st .   God 
exhorts us to do more than search the scr iptures for 
answers and doctr ines.   He wants us to seek His Son - -  
Who is the Liv ing counterpart  to the wri t ten word – Jesus 
is the Liv ing W ord. 
 

 
 

Oct 13 
The Spiri t  Quickens Unto Life 

 
This is my comfort in my affl iction: for thy word hath 

quickened me.  (Ps.  119:50)  
 
The apost le Paul  wrote,  “W ho also has made us able 
ministers of  the New Testament;  not  of  the let ter, but  of  
the spi r i t :  f or the let ter ki l ls,  but  the spi r i t  giv es l i f e.   ( II  
Cor.  3:6)  Anyone can read,  and ev en memorize the Bible.  
I t  is possible for us to become Bible experts and Bible 
teachers.   But  none of  that ,  in and of  i tsel f , can make us 
al iv e in Christ . 
 
The Pharisees were the Bible experts of  Jesus’ t ime.  
Because there were no pr inted Bibles – onl y some hand 
copied port ions of  the OT in synagogues --  and no other  
media – they had to pract ical ly memorize the OT.  The 
scr ibes and Pharisees had dedicated thei r  l iv es to 
knowing,  preserv ing,  and teaching God’s W ord.   But  when 
the Liv ing W ord Himself  – the v ery Messiah promised by  
the OT – stood before them, they cal led him a dev il .  They 
knew the Bible,  but  had become so hard of  heart  towards 
God in thei r  own r ighteousness,  that  they did not  know 
God Himself  in His Son. 
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As Jesus said to them, “And you hav e not  his word abiding 
in you:  for whom he has sent ,  him you bel ieve not .  
Search the scr iptures;  for in them ye think you hav e 
eternal  l i f e:  and they are they that  test i f y of  me. And you 
wi l l  not  come to me, that  you might  hav e l i f e.”   (John 5:38-
40)  This could not  be clearer.   The let ter of  the Word wi l l  
not  giv e us l i f e.   But  i f  we would actual ly obey what the 
Word says,  we would come to Jesus for l i f e.  Jesus Chri st  
alone is LIFE. 
 

 
 

Oct 14 
Why God Chastises His Children 

 
Before I was affl icted I went astray: but now have I 

kept thy word.  (Ps.  119:67)  
 

God nev er punishes,  and we general ly understand the 
term – He doesn’t  get  mad and v indictiv ely may us pay for 
what we hav e done.  But  God does CHASTISE His sons 
and daughters.   And this Psalm states why:   To correct  us 
f rom going astray f rom Christ ,  and br ing us back into the 
Truth.  
 
Now, of  course the chast isements of  the Lord wi l l  do us no 
good unless we take heed to Him.  Just  as a rebel l ious 
chi ld might  disobey thei r  parent ,  and then add to that  
rebel l ion against  the chast isement of  that  parent  that  i s 
intended to correct  them, so bel iev ers may do the same 
towards God.   
 
God wi l l  chast ise us i f  we begin to go astray,  but  He wi l l  
also chast i se us i f  we are completely wi thin His wi l l .  The 
word,  “chast i se,”  means,  “ to t rain up a chi ld. ”   Thus,  ev en 
if  we are in the wi l l  of  God we al l  need to learn Christ .   In 
fact , i f  we are in the wi l l  of  God we are probably more apt  
to be,  “ t rained up l ike a chi ld, ”  than if  we are not .    
 
Hebrews describes the reasons why God chast ises Hi s 
people:  
 
For they veri ly for a few days chastened us after their 
own pleasure; but he for our profit ,  that we might be 
partakers of his holiness.  Now no chasten ing for the 

present seems to be joyous, but grievous: 
nevertheless afterward i t  yields the peaceable fruit of 



 244

righteousness unto them that are exercised thereby.  
(Heb. 12:10-11)  

 
The chast isements of  the Lord are of ten some form of  the 
work of  the Cross,  and the outcome is that  we might  know 
His Son, Jesus Chri st .   God does thi s because He lov es 
us.  

 

 
 

Oct 15 
Formed Together With Christ 

 
Thy hands have made me and fashioned me: give me 
understanding, that I may learn thy commandments.   

(Ps.  119:73)  
 

Many bel iev ers hav e been taught that  i t is the purpose of  
God, “ to make them look l ike Jesus.”  But  this is error.   
Rather than,  “make us look l ike Jesus,”  i t  is God’s 
purpose to manifest  Christ  through us.  
 
We see this Truth in a number of  places in the NT.  For 
example,  in Romans, Paul  wri tes,  “For whom he did  
foreknow, he also did predest inate to beconformed to the 
image of  his Son, that  he might  be the f i rstborn among 
many brethren.”  (Rom. 8:29)  The word,  “conformed,” in 
this v erse means,  “ to be formed together wi th.”   In other 
words,  as Chri st  is formed in us (Gal .  4:19)  – IF we giv e 
ourselv es to Him – we wi l l  be set  f ree to be adjusted to 
Him.  We won’t  be changed so that  we LOOK l ike Jesus – 
we wi l l ,  as Paul  says in Ephesians,  be,  “created IN Christ  
Jesus.”  We wi l l  be changed so that  Christ  wi l l  be f ree to 
be manifested THROUGH us.  
 
Paul  teaches exact ly the same Truth in I 
Corinthians:Always bearing about in the body the dying of  
the Lord Jesus,  that  the l i f e also of  Jesus might  be made 
manifest  in our body.   ( I I  Cor.  10:4)  God wants to  cruci f y 
US – put  us out  of  the way – so that  Christ  might  be seen.   
The resul t  wi l l  nev er be that  our l ives proclaim, “Look at  
ME.  Look at  how much I  look l ike Jesus! ”  No.   Our l ives 
wi l l  proclaim, “Yet  NOT I ,  but  Christ! ”   (Gal .  2:20)  
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Oct 16 
I t  is Finished 

 
Forever,  O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.  (Ps.  

119:89)  
 

When God says that  His W ord is forev er set t led in heav en, 
i t  not only means that  Truth nev er changes,  but  i t  means 
that  what God has ordained is as good as done.  And i t 
certainly means that  what Jesus Christ  has f inished 
cannot be subtracted f rom or added to.   It  is eternal ly 
set t led and f inished.  

 
From the Cross Jesus proclaimed, “ I t is f inished! ”  W hat 
was f inished?  Fi rst  of  al l ,  the Adam race was f inished – 
because the Adam race died in Christ .   “Died,” doesn’t  
mean, “cease to ex ist . ”   I t  means that  there is no 
resurrect ion in Adam. 
 
Secondly,  i t  means that  IN CHRIST del iv erance for al l  sin 
is f inished – because IN CHRIST we are born a NEW 
creat ion.   In other words,  yes,  God does forgiv e al l  sin in 
Christ .   But  He del iv ers us f rom sin through death and 
resurrect ion – del iv ers us out  of  Adam in to Christ .  
 
Thi rdly,  al l  f orgiv eness for sin is f inished.   In  other words,  
God is as f inished forgiv ing as Jesus is done dying – 
which was ONCE FOR ALL.  And God’s forgiveness for sin 
is as univ ersal  as is sin.   ALL hav e sinned,  and ALL are 
forgiven in Christ .   Now, ALL must come to Christ .   Jesus 
has f inished redempt ion for the ent i re Adam race,  but  only 
those who come to Him wi l l  be sav ed. 
 
None of  us can f inish,  or must  t ry to f inish,  what Chri st  
has al ready f inished.   No.   That  is set t led forev er.   But 
when God rev eals what Christ  has f inished,  then we must  
bel iev e. 

 

 
 

Oct 17 
The Light of Life 

 
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,  and a l ight unto my 

path.   (Ps.  119:105)  
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Jesus Chri st  is The Light  of  the W orld.   Not  only does thi s 
mean that  when you see Jesus you see God Himself ,  but  i t 
also means that  ALL discernment of  the Truth is possible  
only as a byproduct  of  knowing Jesus Christ .   He is the 
Light  and we can see nothing else clearly unless i t  is in 
Him as The Light .  
 
Herein we see the pr imary way in which God guides us.   
Yes,  He can speak di rect ions to us.   But  pr imari ly,  God 
leads us by  rev ealing Christ .   Jesus Christ  is THE LIGHT,  
and i f  we are walking wi th Him, then our knowledge of  HIM 
is God’s lamp to our feet  and l ight  for our path.  
 
John wri tes,  “ In Him was LIFE, and that  LIFE was the 
LIGHT of  men.  (John 1:4)  Jesus Chri st  IS our l i f e.   (Col . 
3:4)  But  in His LIFE – that is,  in His Person – is Light ,  for 
He is the LIGHT of  men.  To the degree that  we lose our  
l ives under the work of  the Cross to Jesus Christ  (Matt .  
16:24-25),  we wi l l  f ind Him as our LIFE – and wi thin His 
l i f e is LIGHT – the l ight  that  i l luminates al l  f or His people.    

 

 
 

Oct 18 
Deliverance from Ourselves 

 
In my distress I cried unto the LORD, and he heard me.  

Del iver my soul,  O Lord, from lying l ips and from a 
deceitful  tongue.  (Ps.  120:1)  

 
Here we read of  a cry for del iv erance.   But  not  for 
del iv erance f rom an outward enemy.  The Psalmist  is 
seeking del iv erance f rom himself  – and more speci f ical ly 
f rom lying l ips and a decei t ful  tongue. 
 
There is a pr inciple here that  appl ies to ALL of  our sin and 
f laws.   Once we receiv e Jesus Christ  wi thin,  and are 
joined to the Lord in spi r i t ,  there is going to come in us a 
separat ion between our union wi th Christ  and what is 
outside of  that  union,  namely our physical  body and 
natural  soul .   And along wi th that ,  because Jesus Christ  is 
l ight  and Truth,  wi l l  come a cont inual  exposing of  what is 
outside of  our union wi th Christ .   We wi l l  see i t  f or what i t  
is,  and l ike the Psalmist ,  ought to want to be del iv ered 
f rom i t . 
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But God wi l l  nev er come down and eradicate the sin  
nature.   He wi l l  nev er remov e it  f rom us.   Rather,  He wi l l  
rev eal  to us that  through death and resurrec t ion in Christ ,  
we are remov ed f rom i t  – in the sense that  we are dead to  
i t .  There remains the presence of  the sin nature,  and the 
possibi l i ty of  our yielding to i t.   But  in Christ  the power of  
i t  is broken.  
 
Now, al l  of  that  is eternal  Truth.   But  God has to make i t  
real  in us.   Thus,  He wi l l  subject  our  natural  man – that  
which is outside of  our union wi th Christ  – to the cont inual  
work of  the Cross.   W e must pick up our Cross dai ly and 
LOSE ourselv es to Jesus Chri st .   W e wi l l  then FIND Christ  
as our new l i f e.   Only then wi l l  i t  be prov en that  we are 
dead to the power of  that  old l i f e in Adam and al iv e to 
Christ .    
 
Do you want del iv erance f rom a speci f ic sin?  Then you 
must repent of  the sin of  sel f -ownership and lose or  
surrender to Christ  the l i f e in which al l  sin is rooted:   The 
Adam, natural  l i f e.   And you must l iv e f rom out  of  a new in 
which sin has no power.   You must lose your l i f e in Adam 
to f ind your l i f e in Christ .   Freedom f rom specif ic sins wi l l  
come along wi th this.  
 

 
 

Oct 19 
From Whence Comes My Help? 

 
I wi l l  li ft  up mine eyes unto the hil ls,  from whence 

cometh my help.   My help comes from the LORD, which 
made heaven and earth.   (Ps.  121:1-2)  

 
This passage pictures a person who is in t rouble and 
looking for help.   He considers help f rom sources other  
than the Lord.   He looks to the hi l ls to see whether there 
is help on the horizon.   But he catches himself  and 
real izes the fol ly of  such thinking.   He knows that  real  
help comes only f rom God. 
 
When we are in a t r ial  and need help – and especial ly 
when God has been si lent  to us – i t  is easy to assume that  
God wants us to look elsewhere.   We won’t  tel l  ourselv es 
that  we are looking for help in sources OTHER THAN the 
Lord,  but  we might  tel l  ourselv es that  God’s help is 
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wrapped up in other sources.   And if  we are not  careful , 
we might  sl ip into unbel ief . 
 
If  there is one repeated error  in the Bible of  the saints of  
God i t  is that  they t r ied to take God’s promises into thei r  
own hands and br ing them to pass through human ef fort .  
Most  of  them did not  do this in di rect  rebel l ion against  
God.  Rather,  they did i t  because they were in dist ress 
and assumed that  God wanted them to take act ion and 
br ing to pass His promises for them. 
 
There is a t ime to take act ion and there i s a t ime to do 
nothing.   God wi l l  hav e to let  us know.  But  the issue here 
is FAITH – where is our fai th?  Is i t  in our own wi ts?  Are 
we looking to  the hi l ls for help?  Or hav e we set t led i t  
once and for al l :   The Lord is our only help?   
 
I t  is one thing to resign ourselv es in a spi r i t of  depression 
that  God is our only hope.  But i t is another  to rejoice in 
the fact  that  He is because we bel iev e and t rust  Him. 
 

 
 

Oct 20 
God is Never Asleep 

 
He wil l  not suffer thy foot to be moved: He that keeps 

thee wil l  not slumber.   Behold,  he that keeps Israel  
shall  neither slumber nor sleep.  (Ps.  121:3-4)  

 
There is much encouragement in the Word of  God to the 
ef fect  that  God wi l l  nev er forsake us,  be indif ferent  to us,  
or be asleep to us.   We need that  encouragement because 
i t  is of ten going to seem l ike i t  He is asleep.  
 
Ev en bel iev ers tend to look for signs that  God is present.   
We do not  normal ly think of  doing this to be a seeking 
af ter signs,  but  that  is exact ly what i t  is.   W e easy bel iev e 
God if  we can pray and see immediate resul ts --  or i f  we 
can see God mov e and work miracles.   But i f  despi te al l  
prayer and crying out  God seems si lent  and indif ferent ,  
then i t  is easy to ei ther doubt our worthiness to  reach 
God, or to doubt God Himself . 
 
We may not  present ly discern God or see Him doing much.  
In fact ,  things may be going bad.   But  this is nev er 
because God is asleep.   I t  is al l  wi thin His purpose – to  
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establ ish us in Chri st ;  to keep our  foot  f rom being mov ed.  
In short ,  God wi l l  al low our fai th to be chal lenged and 
contradicted because i f  we stand fai th this wi l l  actually 
BUILD our fai th. 

 
This Psalm is basical ly tel l ing us that  because God nev er 
sleeps that  we can put  aside al l  f ear and worry and REST 
IN HIM.  We can be l ike those who get  in bed and take 
thei r  rest  at  night  ev en if  danger is near – because God,  
who is our protector,  nev er sleeps.   He is always on the 
job.  

 

 
 

Oct 21 
The Lord is Your Keeper 

 
The LORD is thy keeper.   (Ps.  121:5)  

 
The Hebrew word for,  “keeper,”  in this verse means,  
“guard;  doorkeeper;  watchman.”  From this bel iev ers can 
accept the encouragement that  God Himsel f ,  as our  
Heav enly Father,  is watching ov er us.  
 
Now, of  course,  this does not  mean that  nothing bad i s 
ev er going to happen to us.   Bel iev ers DO experience 
t r ials and somet imes t ragedy.   But  nothing happens in the 
l i f e of  the bel iever wi thout  God’s not ice.   I t  has to FIRST 
get  through Him to get to us.   This doesn’t  mean GOD 
approv es of  ev i l .  But somet imes for purposes that  are 
bigger than what we can present ly see,  He permits i t . 
 
The pr imary way in which God is our KEEPER today is 
through the indwel l ing of  Christ .   If  Christ  is in us,  our  
body might  suf fer and wi l l  ev entual ly die.   But  Christ  in us 
remains untouched and incorrupt ible.   And through al l  of  
these things our spi r i t  in union wi th Him wi l l  remain as 
untouched and incorrupt ible as He is.   He is our KEEPER 
by His v ery presence in us.  
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Oct 22 
Incorruptible Life In Christ 

 
The LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand.  The sun 
shall  not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night.   
The LORD shall  preserve thee f rom al l  evi l :  he shall  

preserve thy soul.  The LORD shall  preserve thy going 
out and thy coming in from this t ime forth,  and even 

for evermore.   (Ps.  121:5-8)  
 

How does God preserv e His saints?  By keeping them out 
of  al l  t rouble?  No.  By nev er al lowing anything bad to 
happen to  them?  No.  He preserv es Hi s saints –  which 
means to keep them f rom corrupt ion – by  rev eal ing in 
them Jesus Christ .   To the ex tent  that  we abide in Christ  
by fai th, there may be dist ress al l  around us,  but  not  IN 
US.  The real  damage that  ev i l  does,  and the spi r i tual  
corrupt ion that  i t  br ings,  cannot touch the l i f e of  Christ .   
And the saints are uni ted wi th Him IN HIS LIFE. 
 
Death br ings corrupt ion.   W e see that  ev erywhere in the 
natural  world.   But  i f  we are Christ ,  we are r isen wi th Him 
f rom out  of  death – which means that  in Him there is 
v ictory OVER death.   Death cannot touch the new creat ion 
in Christ  Jesus.  
 
We see this Truth pictured in this Psalm.  We can walk  
through days or nights spi r i tual ly – but  regardless of  what  
is going on,  death cannot touch us in Christ .   W e can go 
out  and come in, but  death cannot touch us in Christ .   The 
v ictory that  is in Chri st  ov er death spans the ent i re  
creat ion.  
 

 
 

Oct 23 
The House of the Lord 

 
I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the 

house of the LORD.  (Ps.  122:1)  
 

The meaning of ,  “ the house of  the Lord,”  is much deeper  
than simply,  “ the church,” or,  “ the temple.”   “The house of  
the Lord,”  or the equiv alent  term, “ the Father’s house,” is 
representat iv e of  the inheri tance in Jesus Christ .   In the 
OT, this term, “the father’s house,” always referred to the 
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f ather’s fami ly or t ribe,  and the inheri tance that  belonged 
to i t .  The term is also indicat iv e of  God’s blessing.    
 
If  you examine the meaning of  this term, you can see how 
i t  does t ie into THE CHURCH.  For those who are in Jesus 
Christ  are the church,  and those in Christ  are those who 
God intends to be cohei rs wi th Christ  in His eternal  
inheri tance.  
 
There are other related meanings and uses of  the term, 
“ the house of  the Lord.”   The bel iev er is cal led,  “ the 
temple of  God,” because Christ  dwel ls in us.   And Chri st  
Himself  is,  “ the Father’s house,” in that  the bel iev er 
l ikewise dwel ls IN HIM – and in Him is al l  inheri tance and 
blessing.  
 
This Psalmist  rejoiced at  going into the house of  the Lord.   
A 
and once we see the meanings,  we can see that  he was 
rejoicing in far more that  just  enter ing into a church or  
temple. 
 

 
 

Oct 24 
The Mercy of God 

 
Unto thee l i ft  I up mine eyes, O thou that dwell  in the 

heavens.Behold,  as the eyes of servants look unto the 
hand of their masters,and as the eyes of a maiden unto 

the hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait upon the 
LORD our God, unti l  that he have mercy upon us.  (Ps.  

123:1-2)  
 

The Bible rev eals God as a God of  MERCY.  In other  
words,  i t  is in the nature of  God to be merciful , indeed,  
God desi res to be merciful to al l .  Al l  of  this,  of  course,  
goes back to the fact  that ,  “God is lov e.”  ( I  John 4:16)   
Lov e and mercy go hand in hand.  
 
The mercy of  God is always unto redempt ion and 
restorat ion.   I t  is nev er unto an af f i rmation of  sin.   In other  
words,  i f  God, by His mercy forgives our sin ,  then i t  is so 
that  we might  forsake our sin.   God nev er forgiv es sin as 
a l icense for us to keep sinning.  
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The Psalmist  speaks of  WAITING upon God UNTIL He has 
mercy.  In other words,  we can be sure that  God WILL 
hav e mercy.   There is no sin we can commit  that  wi l l  make 
God shut  the door to Himself .  Jesus Chri st  has forev er 
opened the door.   W e can walk through i t  no matter how 
many times we hav e prev iously refused.   THE SIN is when 
we wi l l  not . 
 
Because of  Jesus Christ ,  we can LIFT UP our eyes,  rather  
than look down in despai r .   God is the God of  love, mercy,  
and Truth – and desi res for us to know Him more than we 
desi re i t . 

 

 
 

Oct 25 
God is Love 

 
Blessed be the LORD, who hath not given us as a prey 
to their teeth.  Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the 
snare of the fowlers: the snare is broken, and we are 
escaped. Our help is in the name of the LORD, who 

made heaven and earth.   (Ps.  124:6-8)  
 

Humani ty that  is born in Adam is born a prey to the enemy 
and the forces of  ev i l .   We are born into a snare – i t  is 
just  a matter of  what form i t  takes.   Our own nature wi l l  
seal  our doom ev en if  no one harms us.  
 
When Adam sinned, God would hav e been just i f ied in 
simply walking away.   He was under no obl igat ion to make 
a way of  del iverance for the human race.   But  LOVE 
creates i ts own obl igat ions --  and because God is lov e He 
did not  leav e humani ty to die in i ts sin.   Rather,  God has 
taken responsibi l i ty for the Adam race upon HIMSELF in 
Jesus Christ .  
 
Paul  said that  God DEMONSTRATES His lov e for us in 
that  Christ  died for us whi le we were yet  si nners.   (Rom. 
5:8) And of  course,  John wri tes that ,  “God so lov ed the 
world that  He gav e His only begotten Son that  whosoev er 
bel iev es on Him should NOT perish but  have ev erlast ing 
l i f e. ”  (John 3:16)  This is the gospel .  
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Oct 26 
Faith in the Rock 

 
They that trust in the LORD shall  be as mount 

Zion, which cannot be removed, but abides forever.  As 
the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the 

LORD is round about his people from henceforth even 
forever.   (Ps.  125:1-2)  

 
Our fai th does not  sav e us – Jesus Chri st  sav es us – but  
we bel iev e and t rust  in HIM.  Nei ther does our faith make 
us those who cannot be remov ed.  I t is God who cannot be 
remov ed – our fai th is to be IN HIM.  Fai th is not  a THING 
and fai th is not  a FORCE – fai th is not  a FORCE that  acts 
upon God, or does anything in creat ion.  Fai th is a 
relat ionship word.   By fai th,  we rest  our ent i re selv es and 
our l iv es upon The Rock.   And because He cannot be 
mov ed, i f  we bel iev e,  nei ther wi l l  we be mov ed. 
 
Now, fai th must  be based on Truth:   “Faith comes by  
hearing,  and hearing by the W ord of  God.”  Our fai th 
cannot be real  unless i t  is at  least  based on the Truth that  
God is fai thful .   I t  may be no more compl icated than that .   
But  the point  is,  i f  we bel iev e that  God is t rue and fai thful,  
and wi l l  surround us as the mountains surround 
Jerusalem, then we wi l l  bel ieve and t rust  Him.  And we 
wi l l  discov er that  the Truth IS the Truth – that  those that  
t rust  in the Lord cannot be remov ed.  They cannot be 
remov ed f rom Christ ,  nor f rom the wi l l  of  God. 
 
Mount Zion is representat iv e of  the ful lness of  Christ  in 
His people.   Thus,  those who hav e fai th that  is in The 
Rock are those who are as Mount Zion,  and coming into 
His ful lness.  

 

 
 

Oct 27 
God’s Promise Regarding Trials 

 
For the rod of the wicked shall  not rest upon the lot of 
the righteous; lest the righteous put forth their hands 

unto iniquity.   (Ps.  125:3)  
 

The New Testament passage that  corresponds to this one 
f rom Psalms is found in I  Corinthians:  
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There hath no temptation taken you but such as is 
common to man: but God is faithful ,  who wil l  not 

suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but 
wil l  with the temptation also make a way to escape, 

that ye may be able to bear i t .   ( I Cor.  10:13) 
 

God knows our needs and our weakness.   He also knows 
our ignorance.   He knows that  i f  He al lowed t r ials that  we 
could not  handle – do to our present lack of  fai th or 
spi r i tual  matur i ty – that  we might  react  by taking matters 
into our own hands or by sinning.   He knows that  i f  we are 
under enough pressure that  we might  crack.   So He 
promises that  He wi l l  not  al low the rod of  the wicked to be 
too sev ere,  or that  we wi l l  ev er face something in which 
we cannot turn to Christ .  
 
Of  course,  i t  is nev er right  to sin – ev en under pressure – 
or to sl ip into unbel ief .   But according to these passages,  
i f  we are facing something dif f icult  -- we DO hav e enough 
to turn to Christ  – God would not  al low i t  otherwise.   Thus,  
this is both a promise and a cal l  to take responsibi l i ty 
before God to bel iev e and t rust  Him. 

 

 
 

Oct 28 
Almost Like a Dream 

 
When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we 
were l ike them that dream.Then was our mouth fi l led 
with laughter,  and our tongue with singing: then said 
they among the heathen, The LORD hath done great 

things for them.  (Ps.  126:1-2)  
 

I t  is possible to be under such pressure,  duress,  and 
suf fer ing in the Christ ian l i f e for SO LONG – that  i f  God 
del iv ers you i t  may seem l ike a dream.  I t  may seem, “ too 
good to be t rue.”   
 
God wi l l  of ten put  a bel iev er on a personal ,  “Patmos.” You 
may hav e prayed for years to be released – to hav e a 
change.  Perhaps you hav e experienced every possible  
emot ion and choice of  fai th before the Lord.   But  He has 
NOT del ivered you.   In fact ,  what He has done is brought  
you to the place where you hav e begun to real ize Jesus 
Christ .   And because you are now growing in Christ ,  you 
hav e surrendered your  wi l l  in the matter.   You now pray,  
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“Not my wi l l ,  Lord,  but  Your wi l l , ”  and you mean i t .   I t isn’t  
that  you don’t  want to be del iv ered,  but  you hav e caught a 
gl impse of  Jesus Chri st  to the point  where what matters is 
HIS wi l l  and HIS purpose and HIS glory.  
 
God wi l l  of ten – al though not  always --  br ing a person to  
that  point ,  and THEN del iver them.  And when He does,  i t 
is l ike a dream – a dream you once had that  ev aporated.   
But  now i t  is real .   Not  only do you rejoice,  but  you say,  
“The Lord has done great  and wonderful  things.”  
 

 
 

Oct 29 
The Other Side of Travail 

 
They that sow in tears shall  reap in joy.He that goes 

forth and weeps, bearing precious seed, shall  
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his 

sheaves with him.  (Ps.  126:5-6)  
 

What is stated here must be taken in the intended contex t ,  
because obv iously,  not  ev eryone who sows in tears reaps 
in joy.  Only those who, “br ing precious seed” – meaning 
the l i f e of  Jesus Christ  – only those who sow to the spi r i t  
of  God in Christ  wi l l  reap in joy when what they sow 
comes to f ruit ion. 
 
Hours before His betrayal ,  Jesus said something simi lar to 
His disciples:  
 

Veri ly,  veri ly,  I say unto you, That ye shall  weep and 
lament,  but the world shall  rejoice: and ye shall  be 

sorrowful,  but your sorrow shall  be turned into joy.A 
woman when she is in travai l  hath sorrow, because her 

hour is come: but as soon as she is del ivered of the 
child,  she remembers no more the anguish, for joy that 

a man is born into the world.And ye now therefore 
have sorrow: but I wi ll  see you again,  and your heart 

shall  rejoice,  and your joy no man takes from you. 
(John 16:20-22)  

 
Jesus is point ing out  that  when a bel iev er is suf fer ing 
wi thin the wi l l  of  God, they wi l l  tend to be occupied wi th  
that  suf fer ing – there may be lots of  tears.   The bel iev er 
wi l l  be l ike a woman who is giv ing bi r th.  She is occupied 
wi th her pain.   But  when the chi ld is born her suf fer ing 



 256

turns to joy;  when the bel iev er f inal ly comes to real ize 
Christ  through the suf fering – the suf fering turns to  
rejoicing;  the tears turn to joy.  
 
You wi l l  note that  the joy comes, not  simply because the 
suf fer ing is ov er.  No.   It  comes because of  what is 
BIRTHED.  W hen God br ings us into a real izat ion of  what  
has been brought to f rui t ion in us through our faith whi le 
suf fer ing,  we wi l l  know that  i t  was worth i t .   We wi l l  rejoice 
wi th God and praise His name for what He has done.  
 

 
 

Oct 30 
Except the Lord Build the House 

 
Except the LORD build the house, they labor in vain 

that build i t.   (Ps.  127:1)  
 

Jesus told His disciples,  “ I  wi l l  bui ld my church --  upon 
The Rock – upon the Rock of  God’s rev elat ion of  Christ  in 
you.”  (Matt . 10:18)  He was not  talking about members or  
size or bui ldings.   “The church,” or EKKESIA, are people 
in whom Christ  dwel ls.   The church is nothing more or 
less.   As people are edi f ied in Christ ,  those people are 
BUILT UP in Him, and thus,  the ent i re church is bui l t  up. 
 
Not  only is Jesus going to bui ld His church,  but  when 
ev erything is said and done, ONLY what Jesus bui lds wi l l  
remain – and pass through into the eternal  ages.   Or, to 
put  i t  another way,  only that  which is bui l t of  eternal  
mater ials;  only what is of  Christ  Himsel f , wi l l  abide.   Paul 
wri tes:  
 

For no other foundation can any man lay than that is 
laid,  which is Jesus Christ.Now if  any man build upon 

this foundation gold,  si lver,  precious stones, wood, 
hay,  stubble --  every man's work shall  be made 

manifest: for the day shall  declare i t  --  because i t  shall  
be revealed by fire; and the fire shall  try every man's 
work of what sort i t  is.  If  any man's work abide which 
he hath buil t  thereupon, he shall  receive a reward.If  

any man's work shall  be burned, he shall  suffer loss: 
but he himself shall  be saved; yet so as by fire.   ( I Cor.  

3:11-15)  
 



 257

The picture giv en here is that  of  mater ials used in bui lding 
being tested through f i re.  Eternal mater ials wi l l  pass 
through the f i re and abide.   Earthly mater ials wi l l  be 
burned.  The teaching is that  only that  which is OF 
CHRIST can be bui l t  UPON the foundat ion of  Christ  and 
surv ive the f i re. 
 
This test ing by f i re is al ready happening – and i t  wi l l  
cont inue to happen.  But  in the end,  ALL that  people hav e 
bui l t  in the name of  Christ  is going to be shaken.  Only  
that  which is of  Christ  wi l l  pass through into the eternal  
ages.   The rest  wi l l  be burnt ;  wi l l  be prov en to be wi thout  
value and to hav e been bui l t  in vain. 
 

 
 
 

Oct 31 
Living for the Lord 

 
Except the LORD build the house, they labor in vain 

that build i t: except the LORD keep the city,  the 
watchman stays awake in vain.   It  is vain for you to 

rise up early,  to sit  up late,  to eat the bread of 
sorrows: for he gives his beloved sleep.  (Ps.  127:1-2)  

 
Al l  through scr ipture,  God promises to prov ide for His 
people.   But  He nev er promises to prov ide unless people 
seek Him for MORE than prov ision – His promises are 
cont ingent upon people seeking HIM.  ALL of  the prov ision 
and blessings of  God are found IN HIM – IN His Son.  
“ALL of  the promises of  are IN HIM, yes,  and IN HIM, 
amen.”  ( II  Cor.  1:20)  The point  being that  you cannot  
separate the prov ision and promises of  God f rom the One 
in whom they are found – i t  is only as we belong to Him, 
and l iv e f rom out  of  Him, that  we can experience His 
promises.  
 
People,  including many bel iev ers,  assume that  i f  God 
wants to prov ide that  al l  they need to do i s si t  and wai t  
and prov ision wi l l  come.  But  Jesus plainly stated,  “Seek 
you f i rst  the kingdom of  God, and His r ighteousness,  and 
al l  these things wi l l  be added unto you.”  (Matt .  6:33)   
That  is a condi t ional  promise.   To the ex tent  that  we 
FIRST seek the kingdom of  God – which is the rule of  
Christ  ov er us as Lord – and seek  FIRST His 
r ighteousness – which is the r ighteous l i f e of  Christ  wi thin 
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– God wi l l  then add to us al l  prov ision that  f i ts His present  
purpose in us.   But  i f  we do not  do so there is NO 
promise.    
 
The fact is,  God wants us to look to Him for al l  prov ision.   
And i f  we do,  He wi l l  prov ide.   But  i f  we don’ t  look to Him, 
and l ive for this l i f e, He is not  going to prov ide.  He wi l l  
al low us to fend for ourselv es.   And in the end,  al l  that  we 
do wi l l  prov e to be in vain.  For i f  I am serv ing this l i f e,  
and fending for mysel f , I  may make mysel f  rich.   But  I  wi l l  
be spi r i tual ly bankrupt  of  Christ .   And when my l i f e ends,  
there wi l l  be nothing of  v alue that  I can carry wi th me into 
the eternal  ages.  
 

 
 

Nov 1 
The Futi l i ty of this Age 

 
It  i s vain for you to rise up early,  to sit  up late,  to eat 
the bread of sorrows: for he gives his beloved sleep.  

(Ps.  127:2)  
 

What is l i f e in this age al l  about?  Are we supposed to  
dr i f t  through l i f e,  st r iv ing to make a l iv ing, doing the best  
we can,  t ry ing to make ourselv es happy,  only to then die,  
leav ing ev erything behind?  Or,  as a Christ ian,  are we to  
do al l  of  the same – except to t rust  the Lord to help us?  
Or,  i f  we are deceiv ed by the W ord of  Fai th heresies,  are 
we to expect  God to make us weal thy and happy – are we 
to confess that  and br ing i t  to pass – only to  then l ikewise 
die and leav e everything behind? 
 
For a person who has been born f rom abov e, there i s a far  
greater purpose in Christ  than simply making i t  through 
this age.   In Christ ,  God is preparing us for the nex t  age – 
where bel iev ers are to l iv e wi th God forever;  reign and 
rule wi th Christ  throughout the eternal  ages.   The 
preparat ion for this great  purpose of  God begins when we 
are born f rom abov e and are joined to Christ  Jesus in  
spi r i t .   I t  cont inues as we come under the work of  the 
Cross,  and into an inward real izat ion of  Christ .   This does 
t ranslate into a Chri st ian l i f e and v arious forms of  
minist ry.   But the central  core of  what God is doing in this 
age i s to make Jesus Christ  OUR LIFE – not  merely in 
fact , but  in actual  experience.   He is creat ing us in Christ  
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Jesus,  so that  Christ  m ight  l iv e through us unto the glory  
of  God and the benef i t  of  His creat ion.  
 
If  I  am l iv ing for any other purpose, I  am I  deceiv ed - 
andmy l iv ing is in vain – i t is going to amount to nothing 
that  is of  Christ .  Indeed, ev en that  which I  am supposedly  
doing FOR GOD is al l  going to  pass away if  i t  is not  of  
Christ .   When Christ  returns there is going to be a great  
deal  that  is exposed as useless to God.  
 

 
 

Nov 2 
Be Anxious For Nothing 

 
It  i s vain for you to rise up early,  to sit  up late,  to eat 
the bread of sorrows: for he gives his beloved sleep.  

(Ps.  127:1-2)  
 

Humani ty speaking,  fear and worry are the outcome of  
bel iev ing that  ev erything depends upon YOU – and that  
you are insuf f ic ient .   In that  case,  there is no f i rm 
foundat ion.   There is only a shaky one at  best ;  that  wi l l  
col lapse i f  a big enough storm comes – and so people l ive 
in fear that  such a storm wi l l  come. 
 
But  for a believ er, fear and worry are the outcome, at 
best ,  of  being bl ind to the faithfulness of  God.  At worse,  
for a believ er fear and worry are the outcome of  
somewhere I  hav e embraced a l ie about God.  I don’t  
bel iev e He is fai thful .   But  Jesus said that  i t  is fool ish to  
be af raid – i t  is fool ish to be af raid that  you wi l l  not  hav e 
prov ision.   The reason is that  God IS fai thful  to His 
people.   (see Matt .  6:25-34)  
 
The answer to fear and anx iousness is FAITH.  This does 
not  mean that  we hav e to f ight fear or t ry to make i t  go 
away.   Rather,  what we hav e to do is ignore that  spi r i t of  
fear and the emotional ism that  goes wi th i t  – step around 
i t  and outside of  i t – and rest  in Christ .   If  we t ruly bel ieve 
and rest  in Christ  we cannot fear.   We might FEEL af raid;  
the f lesh may react .   But  we wi l l  not  be af raid,  for God has 
NOT given us the spi r i t  of  fear – He has giv en us the spi r i t  
of  TRUTH. 
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Nov 3 

God’s Blessing of Children 
 

Lo, chi ldren are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit 
of the womb is his reward.  As arrows are in the hand 

of a mighty man; so are children of the youth.  
Happy is the man that hath his quiver ful l  of them: 

they shall  not be ashamed, but they shall  speak with 
the enemies in the gate.   (Ps.  127:3-5)  

 
I t  would seem that  no matter what subject  we are talking 
about f rom scr ipture,  Christ ian people hav e a pension for  
taking the subject  and turning i t  into a law.  People fai l  to 
take into account ALL v erses on a matter,  or fai l  to 
discern God’s mind and character.   W hat emerges is some 
form of  law, and of ten an ent i re rel igious system that  is 
bui l t  around, not  the Truth of  Jesus Christ ,  but  a Chri st ian 
phi losophy based on ignorance.  
 
Ov er the last  f i f ty years or so,  there has ar isen among 
some professing Christ ians what is almost  a,  “cul t - l ike 
at t i tude,” that  is based upon this passage f rom Psalms – 
an at t i tude that  insists that  each Christ ian marr iage ought  
to produce as many chi ldren that  is human possible.   One 
name for this phi losophy or mov ement is,  “The Quiv er Full  
Mov ement.”   Christ ian gi r ls get  married and hav e ten or 
more chi ldren.   They believ e this is COMMANDED of  God, 
and as is the case wi th al l  f orms of  law, they bel iev e that 
God wi l l  bless them because they hav e had chi ldren,  not  
only by prov iding for them, but  simply because they hav e 
HAD the chi ldren.   Of course,  i f  this actual ly were a 
command or law f rom God, that  would mean that  the 
blessing of  God upon a family would be proport ional  to the 
number of  chi ldren born in that  family – leav ing those wi th  
few or no chi ldren diminished.  
 
Read this passage.  There is NO command to hav e 
chi ldren.   There is NO blessing promised by God for 
hav ing children.   I t simply says that  the chi ldren 
themselv es ARE the blessing.   There is everything good 
and r ight  about hav ing chi ldren.   But  hav ing chi ldren,  as i s 
the case wi th ev erything else in the l i f e of  the bel iev er, 
ought to be the outcome of  walking wi th Jesus Christ  –  
NOT turned into some rel igious system that  earns blessing 
f rom God. 
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Nov 4 
The Blessing Out of Zion 

 
The LORD shall  bless thee out of Zion: and thou shalt 

see the good of Jerusalem al l  the days of thy l i fe.   (Ps.  
128:5)  

 
In the OT, Zion is always a type and shadow of  the 
ful lness of  Christ  in Hi s people.   I t  always represents what  
sat isf ies God in Hi s church through Christ .   Thus,  when 
we are prophet ical ly promised,  “The Lord shal l  bless you 
out  of  Z ion,” God is real ly tel l ing us that  i f  the body of  
Christ  actual ly came into the ful lness of  Christ ,  that  there 
would be great  blessing that  would emerge for ALL of  the 
Body.   In other words,  this is a prophet ic suggest ion of  
the fel lowship that  is found in the body of  Christ .  
 
This same Truth is found many places in the NT.  For 
example,  Paul  says,  “And our hope of  you is steadfast ,  
knowing,  that  as ye are partakers of  the suf fer ings,  
so shal l  ye be also of  the consolat ion.”   ( I I  Cor.  1:7)  This 
speaks of  the fel lowship of  the saints in  Christ  – the 
blessings of  Christ  that f lows out  of  Zion to al l  who are in  
Christ .   Paul  also said,  “W ho now rejoice in my suf fer ings 
for you,  and f i l l  up that  which i s behind of  the af f l ictions of  
Christ  in my f lesh for his body's sake,  which is the 
church.”  Likewise,  he wrote,  “So then death works in us,  
but  l i f e in you….For al l  things are  f or your sakes,  that  the 
abundant grace might  through the thanksgiv ing of  many 
redound to the glory of  God.”  ( II  Cor.  4:12-15)  The Truth 
here is that  when God gets Hi s ful lness in Christ  in any  
member of  the body of  Christ ,  there is a blessing of  l i f e 
that  f lows – “out  of  Z ion” – to ALL the body.   This is a fact 
because al l  bel iev ers are ONE in Jesus Christ . 
 

 
 

Nov 5 
Going On With God 

 
Many a time have they affl icted me from my youth,  may 

Israel  now say:  Many a t ime have they affl icted me 
from my youth: yet they have not prevailed against me.  

(Ps.  129:1-2)  
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During each Christ ian l i f e,  there are going to be cr isis 
points – there wi l l  come mul tiple crisis points of  faith – 
and i t  is during these t imes that  one quest ion wi l l  need to  
be answered:   W il l  I  go on wi th God? 
 
To go on wi th God during such a cr isis wi l l  requi re fai th.  
I t  wi l l  requi re faith because i t  wi l l  seem as if  God is not  
present .   I t  wi l l  COST you to go on wi th Him, perhaps not  
mater ial ly,  but  i t  wi l l  cost  you the fake comfort  of  walking 
in your own understanding.   I t  wi l l  cost  you the delusion of  
walking in your own r ighteousness.   I t  wi l l  cost  you the 
gov ernment of  your natural  soul  l i f e.   You wi l l  hav e to 
del iberately choose whether to pick up your Cross and 
experience the cruci f ix ion of  al l  of  those things – you wi l l  
hav e to choose whether to go on wi th God by fai th. 
 
Many bel iev ers can echo the words of  the Psalmist  – and 
test i f y that  they ALW AYS seem to be in a t r ial ; they 
ALW AYS seem to be dealing wi th some af f l ict ion.   But 
these af f l ict ions that  seem nev er-ending are al l  ploys of  
the enemy to t ry to get  you to resign your fai th;  to giv e up 
on God and take possession of  your own l i f e.  May God 
giv e us the grace to also say,  wi th the Psalmist ,  “They 
hav e NOT prev ai led against  me.” 
 

 
 

Nov 6 
The Purpose of the Cross 

 
The plowers plowed upon my back: they made long 
their furrows.  The LORD is righteous: he hath cut 

asunder the cords of the wicked.  (Ps.  129:3-4)  
 

Not only is there a personal  Cross in the l i f e of  the 
bel iev er – i t  is the outworking of  being crucif ied WITH 
Christ  –  but  Jesus clearly stated that  unless we pick up 
that  personal  Cross i t  is impossible to fol low Him: 
 

If  any man wil l  come after me, let him deny himself,  
and take up his cross, and fol low me. For whosoever 

wil l  save his l i fe shall  lose i t:  and whosoever wil l  lose 
his l i fe for my sake shall  f ind i t .   (Matt.  16:24-25)  

 
I t  is one thing to bel iev e that  Jesus died FOR us.   But  i t  is 
another to actual ly be crucif ied WITH Him – the personal  
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Cross is l ikened to the work of  the plowers,  who “make 
long furrows upon a bel iev er’s back.”  God has prov ided 
the means whereby we might  experient ial ly LOSE our l ives 
to Jesus Chri st  – rel inquish al l  sel f -ownership,  and thus,  
come to experience Jesus Christ  AS our l i f e.   It  is the 
personal  Cross.  
 
As noted,  Jesus said,  “ I f  anyone wants to fol low Me….”  
To fol low Jesus and come into His ful l  purpose,  i t  is 
essent ial  that  we be cruci f ied wi th Him.  Of  course,  we 
ARE crucif ied wi th Him at  salv ation – but  this must  be 
worked out .   Al l  of  the natural  man must go the way of  the 
Cross,  so that  the l i f e of  Jesus might  be released and 
experienced in us:  
 
I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I l ive – yet not 
I – but Christ l ives in me.  And the l i fe that I now live 
in the flesh I l ive by the faith of the Son of God, who 

loved me, and gave Himself for me.  (Gal.  2:20)  
 

God has cut  asunder the cords of  the wicked – the f lesh 
and the enemy – by the death of  Jesus Chri st .   But  now, 
we must experience the ful lness of  Christ .   We must lose 
our l ives through the personal  Cross in order to ful ly 
experience Him as our l i f e. 
 

 
 

Nov 7 
Out of the Depths 

 
Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O LORD.  (Ps.  

130:1)  
 

I t  is possible to cry to God f rom out  of  the depths of  a 
t r ial .   But  in a greater sense,  the real  depths out  of  which 
we cry to God, whether i t  be whi le we are in a t r ial  or not ,  
are the depths of  our own fal len nature.    
 
The fal len nature of  humanity is deeper than we can 
possibly imagine.   The potent ial  ev i l  in the human race i s 
ev idenced in the worst  humani ty has produced, and in the 
ev i l  deeds that  such ones hav e performed.  W hen Adam 
sinned, he walked away f rom God and gav e himself  to the 
powers of  darkness.   From that  point , he was no longer  
const i tuted for God.  He was then const i tuted for the 
enemy.  And once that  happened, the powers of  darkness 
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had access,  and were able to  do thei r  ev i l  through wi l l ing 
members of  the human race.   In Adam, humani ty was 
ruined,  indeed, spi r i tual ly dead. 
 
We are al l  born into the Adam race;  into this condi t ion.   
From i t  there is no escape except through a new bi r th in 
Jesus Chri st .   But  in order to show us the Truth about  
ourselv es,  and the of fer of  God’s grace through Christ ,  
God must of ten br ing us down into the depths – He must  
of ten expose us to ut ter reprobat ion of  our own nature.   
Only then wi l l  we t ruly cry out  to God f rom the depths – 
and real ize that  i t  is solely by the grace of  God in Jesus 
Christ  that  He wi l l  answer  that  cry and restore us back to  
Himself . 
 

 
 

Nov 8 
The Open Door of God’s Forgiveness 

 
If  thou, LORD, should mark iniquities,  O Lord, who 

shall  stand?  But there is forgiveness with thee,  that 
thou may be feared.  (Ps.  130:3-4)  

 
In Jesus Chri st  – and solely because of  Him – God has 
forgiven ALL who hav e ev er l ived or wi l l  l ive.   There are 
no except ions – ALL humani ty is forgiven in Chri st .   
Howev er,  we must add that  there is ONE SIN that  God 
cannot forgiv e:   God cannot forgive the refusal  of  His 
forgiveness.   Jesus did NOT die for the sin of  refusing His 
death.   I t  ought to be obv ious why God cannot forgive this 
ONE sin:   To do so would be a moral  contradict ion and 
denial  of  His own Son.  I t  would af ford salvat ion to those 
who refuse salv ation in the only Sav ior,  Jesus Chri st .  
 
Now, what we see here waswonderful ly i l lustrated when 
the v ei l  in the temple was torn at  the death of  Jesus.   
Hebrews says that  this rev ealed that  ALL that  separated 
humani ty f rom God was torn – in the body of  Jesus.   Thus,  
the way into the presence of  God is OPEN FOREVER – 
howbei t  only in Jesus Christ .  
 
What this means is that  God wi l l  nev er shut  the door  to  
Himself  to anyone – no matter what sin they hav e 
commit ted.   Even if  we hav e refused to walk through the 
open door in Christ  a thousand t imes prev iously,  He wi l l  
nev er close the door.   No.   The way into the Hol iest  is 
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f orev er opened to ALL --  forev er.   But  THE SIN – the sin  
that  wi l l  condemn us – is that  we wi l l  not  walk through that  
eternal ly opened door in Chri st  by fai th.   
 
Can we see the Truth here?  God wi l l  exclude no one f rom 
eternal  l i f e based on ev en the worst  sins imaginable – for 
the death of  Christ  reached down ev en to the depths of  
the ev i l  in us al l  – and the door to forgiv eness and 
del iv erance remains eternal ly open for even the worst  
human who has ev er l ived.   BUT – just  as anyone can 
f reely enter in Christ ,  so might  anyone refuse to enter.   
God wi l l  judge al l  of  us based solely upon that  quest ion – 
based solely upon Jesus Christ .   What hav e we done wi th 
the LIGHT of  Christ  that  God has personal ly giv en us?  
Enter through the open door,  or walk away f rom the open 
door? 
 
The same grace that  God intends to sof ten our heart ,  
br ing us to repentance,  and sav e us,  wi l l  – i f  we refuse i t  
and keep refusing i t  – harden our heart  towards God.   
That  is the sin that  God cannot forgiv e;  the, 
“unpardonable sin.”   God has ONE Truth and ONE Sav ior.   
Nothing wi l l  change Him.  Once l ight  is given,  howev er, 
the choice is ours.   He cal ls us to come to Christ ,  “by  
grace through fai th.” 
 

 
 

Nov 9 
A Finished Forgiveness 

 
If  thou, LORD, should mark iniquities,  O Lord, who 

shall  stand?  But there is forgiveness with thee,  that 
thou may be feared.  (Ps.  130:3-4)  

 
Most  Christ ians bel iev e the doctr ine that  r ight ly states 
that  in Christ  we are forgiv en for al l  sin,  solely by the 
grace of  God.  But  then when i t  comes to the Christ ian 
walk,  many swi tch gears.   They l ive as i f  they are on 
probat ion.   They think that  God is,  “keeping score.”   Some 
bel iev e that  the same salv ation that  they receiv ed solely 
by grace,  can later be lost  by works – and therefore they  
l ive as i f  they must MAINTAIN thei r  salv ation.   W ith some 
others,  the issue i s not  salv at ion,  but  i t  is God’s fav or 
NOW.  They l ive t rying to earn or maintain God’s fav or 
and blessing through works – or they l ive t rying to av oid 
His disfav or and punishments.   And st i l l  yet others,  push 
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al l  of  this into the ages yet  to come – they l iv e as i f  God 
is,  “keeping score” – and that  at  the end of  the age He wi l l  
tal ly our good works ov er and against  our sins and the 
f inal  score wi l l  determine the amount of  our eternal  reward 
in heav en.  Folks real ly DO believ e that  God is cont inual ly 
marking our iniqui ties.  
 
If  any of  the abov e is the Truth,  not  only does God mark 
iniqui ties,  but  He does not  real ly forgiv e sin.   Rather,  He 
keeps tabs on i t .   Some try to say  that  God forgiv es only i f  
we confess i t  – but  i f  that  is the case,  then before we 
confess we are NOT forgiv en.  If  we are only forgiv en 
once we confess,  i t  means that  we are not  forgiv en solely 
because  
of  Christ  – but  because we add a confession TO Christ . 
 
The Truth is,  we should confess sin,  not  to GET forgiven,  
but  because we bel iev e we al ready are.   Our confession is 
simply a declarat ion of  the Truth – about our sin and 
about Chri st .    
 
Paul  said:  
 
Therefore i f  any man be in Christ,  he is a new creature: 

old things are passed away; behold,  al l things are 
become new.  And al l  things are of God, who hath 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ,  and hath 

given to us the ministry of reconcil iation; To wit,  that 
God was in Christ,  reconcil ing the world unto himself,  

not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath 
committed unto us the word of reconcil iation.  ( II Cor.  

5:17-19)  
 

Note:   Because of  the death of  Jesus Christ ,  al l  that  is 
necessary for reconci l iation is in place.   Forgiv eness is 
f inished.   And God is NOT IMPUTING SIN to,  “ the world,”  
let  alone to the sav ed.  That  means that  there is nothing 
that  can separate man f rom God.  The veil  is open.   
Therefore,  the only quest ion is whether each of  us wi l l  
enter in by His grace through The W ay, Jesus Chri st .  
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Nov 10 
Waiting Upon God 

 
I wait for the LORD, my soul doth wait,  and in his word 

do I hope. My soul waits for the Lord more than they 
that watch for the morning.  (Ps.  130:6)  

 
“W ai ting upon God,” can include wai t ing upon Him 
regarding ci rcumstances,  but  as this Psalm suggests,  we 
real ly need to wai t  upon the Lord for LIGHT – as one who 
is present ly in darkness,  but  knows that  the l ight  of  
morning wi l l  eventual ly dawn.  
 
Wai ting on the Lord can be a v ery taxing and t rying 
experience – i t is possible to wai t  upon the Lord for years,  
or ev en decades.   W e see this in both the OT and NT.  But  
i f  we simply focus on dif f icul t  ci rcumstances and are 
wai t ing upon God to change THEM – we are probably 
going to become v ery f rustrated.   God wi l l  not  normal ly 
come down and l i f t  us out  of  dif f icul ties,  nor wi l l  He 
usual ly act  upon us and make us feel  bet ter .   Rather,  He 
tel ls us to bel iev e Him DESPITE the night , and to al low 
Him to rev eal Christ  in us DESPITE, and ev en because of , 
our present t r ial .   In short ,  God wants the l ight  to dawn IN 
US through an inward rev elat ion of  Christ  – and then He 
might  change our ci rcumstances.   But  i t won’ t  matter to us 
because the t rue l ight  that  l ightens ev ery person wi l l  hav e 
dawned, and we, not  the ci rcumstances,  wi l l  be changed.  

 

 
 

Nov 11 
Yet Not I ,  But Christ 

 
LORD, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: 
neither do I exercise myself in great matters,  or in 

things too high for me.  (Ps.  131:1)  

 
There has always been false teaching in the church that  
would exal t man – exal t man rel igiously --  BECAUSE of  
our relat ionship wi th God.  This is a potent ial  in each of  
us.   Because we hav e a SELF --  i t  is possible to exalt  sel f .   
I t  is possible to choose SELF ov er Christ ,  and also 
possible to choose Christ  ov er SELF.  Adam did the 
former.  Christ  did the lat ter -- and the same choice is 
before us al l  on a cont inual  basis.  
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God has promised to guide us into al l  Truth.   And one of  
the greatest  Truths of  God is expressed in the word of  the 
apost le Paul :   “ I  am crucif ied wi th Chri st…Yet NOT I ,  but  
Christ . ”   If  we pick up our Cross and fol low Jesus,  which 
is the ONLY way we can fol low Him, then our l ives wi l l  
proclaim, “Yet  NOT I ,  but  Christ . ”   But  i f  we,  ev en as 
sav ed people,  sidestep the Cross that  God br ings,  then 
our l iv es wi l l  ev entually proclaim, “Yet  NOT Christ ,  but  I . ”   
These are the two possible outcomes of  those same two 
choices before God – Christ  or SELF. 
 

 
 

Nov 12 
God’s Protection Against Pride 

 
LORD, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: 
neither do I exercise myself in great matters,  or in 

things too high for me.  (Ps.  131:1)  
 

Paul  the apost le receiv ed great  rev elat ion f rom Jesus 
Christ .   But  the pr ide of  man has a tendency to take 
rev elat ion and cal l ing f rom God, and use i t  to exal t  SELF.  
Spi r i tual  pride because of  the things of  God is not  only 
ev i l ,  but  i t  is ut ter and complete decept ion.    
 
If  seeing Jesus Chri st  resul ts in the exal tat ion of  sel f , 
then ei ther our heart  is not  r ight ,  we hav e 
misapprehended Him, or we hav e not  receiv ed such a 
rev elat ion f rom God.  For i t is simply not  possible to see 
Jesus wi th a cruci f ied heart  and for us to use i t  to exal t  
ourselv es.  
 
Paul  said that  God prov ided the means by which he could 
keep f rom exal t ing self .   He cal led i t ,  “a thorn in the 
f lesh.”  But  the Greek suggests a,  “stake dr iv en,” and so 
this thorn,  regardless of  the actual form i t  took,  was God’s 
work of  the Cross in Paul .   Paul  said of  this thorn:  
 

And lest I should be exalted above measure through 
the abundance of the revelations, there was given to 

me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to 
buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.  For 

this thing I besought the Lord thrice,  that it  might 
depart from me.  And he said unto me, My grace is 

sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly therefore wil l  I rather glory in 
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my infirmities,  that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me…for when I am weak, then am I st rong.  ( II Cor.  

12:7-10)  
 
God did not  make Paul  st rong.   He made him weak so that  
the power of  Christ  could work in and through him.  And 
he did so through the work of  the Cross.   That  is how God 
guides us into the Truth and keeps us focused in Christ .  

 

 

 

Nov 13 
The Plague of Personal Ambition 

 
LORD, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: 
neither do I exercise myself in great matters,  or in 

things too high for me.  (Ps.  131:1)  
 

Paul  wrote,  “Knowledge puf f s us,  but  lov e bui lds up. ’  I t  is 
possible for a Christ ian person to hav e much theological  
knowledge of  the bible, Christ ian history,  Christ ian 
doctr ine.   I t  is possible to acqui re mul tiple degrees.   But  
none of  this means that  we know Jesus Christ  in the way 
the Bible means by the phrase,  “knowledge of  God.”  In 
fact ,  i t  is possible to become a v ery arrogant Christ ian – 
because of  our knowledge.  W e might  hav e much 
knowledge, but  v ery l i t t le of  the love of  God. 

 
There are Christ ians ev erywhere,  who, out  of  a personal  
ambi tion to BE SOMEONE in the body of  Christ ,  who are 
destroying themselv es spi r i tual ly,  let alone tearing down 
the work of  Christ  in others.   There are folks who want the 
favor of  men, and who fancy themselv es as teachers,  who 
want power and posi t ion ov er others,  who hav e much 
theological  knowledge, but  l i tt le knowledge of  God.  And 
there are al so some who operate ful ly wi thin the psychic 
realm – and encourage others in the same.  Paul  wrote 
regarding such ones:   

 
For I say,  through the grace given unto me, to every 

man that is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think; but to 

think soberly,  according as God hath dealt to every 
man the measure of faith.   (Romans 12:3)  

 
Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary 

humil i ty and worshipping of angels,  intruding into 
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those things that he has not seen, vainly puffed up by 
his f leshly mind.  (Col.  2:18) 

 
Spi r i tual  pride in those who are bl ind wi l l  mot ivate them to 
insist  that  they do SEE.  And what comes out  of  that  wi l l  
be only what is of  THEM – thei r  pr ide and imaginat ion.   
They wi l l  speak of  Christ  as i f  they know Him – but  they 
do not .  
 
The declarat ion of  this Psalm ought to be our declarat ion 
and desi re – that  Christ  m ight  be our l i f e, and that  our  
Christ iani ty might  express,  “Yet  not  I ,  but  Christ . ”   (Gal .  
2:20)  
 

 
 

Nov 14 
God’s Righteousness in Christ 

 
LORD, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: 
neither do I exercise myself in great matters,  or in 

things too high for me.  (Ps.  131:1)  
 
Self -r ighteousness is PRIDE – in rel igious garb.   I t  is a  
delusion and a l ie – for we hav e no r ighteousness.   I t is 
also the sin of  unbel ief  – we are t rying to establ ish our  
own r ighteousness as a subst i tute for Christ .   Self -
r ighteousness is fai th in ourselv es – which means we 
actual ly bel ieve that  there is something in us for God to 
value. 
 
Self -r ighteousness i s not  merely,  “Christ iani ty wi th a l i t t le 
too much law.”  No.  Self -r ighteousness is the f rui t of  
ANOTHER GOSPEL.  I t is just  that  ser ious.  
 
Al l  humani ty is cursed wi th sel f -r ighteousness by  bi r th –  
we could perhaps cal l  i t  SELF-RIGHTNESS.  But  when 
God begins to deal  wi th our rel igious,  “haught iness,” and,  
“ lof ty eyes,” He wi l l  expose our t rue condi t ion.   He wi l l  
expose us as Unrighteous – by al lowing us to fai l ;  by 
opening our eyes.   This is a necessary part  o f  God leading 
us into al l  Truth. 
 
If  we wi l l  repent of  the sin of  sel f -r ighteousness,  God wi l l  
begin to rev eal Christ  in us – and we wi l l  see that  Christ  
in us IS our only r ighteousness.   W e wi l l  see that ,  yes,  
God does legal ly IMPUT to us the r ighteousness of  His 



 271

Son.  But  more than that ,  God IMPARTS to us Christ  
Himself .   The only r ighteousness of  the bel iev er is the 
Person of  Jesus Christ ,  who, “ i s made to  be unto us 
r ighteousness.”  ( I  Cor.  1:30)  And His r ighteousness IN 
US cannot be added to or subtracted f rom by anything we 
do or anything we are.  
 

 
 

Nov 15 
Brought to Our Knees by the Law 

 
LORD, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: 
neither do I exercise myself in great matters,  or in 

things too high for me.  (Ps.  131:1)  
 
There hav e always been groups of  Christ ians who bel iev e 
that  Christ iani ty is a rel igious system of  LAW – even 
though they might  not  cal l  i t  that .   But  they essent ial ly 
bel iev e that  God has giv en us His law as a standard of  l i f e 
that  we must meet through obedience – and that  God’s 
blessings depend on i t .    
 
But  this is not  the teaching of  the Bible – despi te the fact 
that  the law is not  abol ished,  and despi te the fact  that  the 
law of  God is holy,  just ,  and good.  (Rom. 7:12)  Indeed,  
the Bible teaches that  the moment we stand before the 
law we wi l l  be condemned wi thout  hope.  The holy,  just ,  
and good law wi l l  expose us as unholy,  unjust ,  and bad.  
 
Paul  states the purpose of  God’s law: 
 

Now we know that whatever things the law says, i t  
says to them who are under the law: that every mouth 
may be stopped, and al l  the world may become guil ty 

before God.. .But now the righteousness of God without 
the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and 
the prophets;Even the righteousness of God  by faith 

of Jesus Christ unto al l  and upon al l them that bel ieve.   
(Rom. 3:19-22)  

 
God’s intended purpose of  the law is to,  “shut  ev ery 
mouth,”  about any possibi l i ty of  our own r ighteousness.   
But  hav ing done that ,  i f  we wi l l  embrace this Truth,  the 
law wi l l  dr ive us to our knees,  so that  by fai th we might  
embrace,  “ the r ighteousness of  God that  is completely 
independent of  any law (actual  Greek). ”   That  
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r ighteousness of  God is entered by fai th – and i t  is a  
Person – the r ighteousness of  God is CHRIST IN US. 
 
Christ  is,  “made to be unto us r ighteousness.”  ( I  Cor.  
1:30)  W hen we are sav ed, we are joined to  the Lord and 
made one spi r i t  wi th Him.  In other words,  we are joined to  
the Righteousness of  God Himself  – and He is our only 
r ighteousness.  
 
I t  takes a miracle of  God to open our eyes to this real i ty.  
But  i f  our eyes our open, we wi l l  echo the words of  the 
Psalmist  – our eyes wi l l  no longer be lof ty,  and our heart  
wi l l  no longer be haughty.   Christ  wi l l  be our ALL. 
 

 
 

Nov 16 
Naked Before God 

 
LORD, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: 
neither do I exercise myself in great matters,  or in 

things too high for me.  (Ps.  131:1)  
 
God or iginal ly created Adam NAKED, but  one in spi r i t  wi th  
Himself .  This means that ,  yes,  Adam was naked, but  He 
was unashamed – he had NOTHING in himself  for l i f e, but  
because he was one wi th God, he had al l  he needed by  
v ir tue of  his spi r i tual  union wi th God.  
 
Note that  Adam was created NAKED – he was created to  
be dependent upon God for al l .  God had not  simply given 
him l i f e – God was hi s l i f e – because Adam was one wi th  
God. 
 
But  Adam sinned and walked away f rom God, thus,  
breaking Hi s union wi th God.  Thus,  he sp i r i tual ly died.  
And ev en though Adam was st i l l  naked af ter his sin,  now 
he W AS ashamed; he was af raid.   He had lost  hi s union 
wi th God and was lef t  to himself  – naked and barren of  al l  
value. 
 
Now, what did Adam do immediately af ter his sin?  W ell , 
upon real iz ing he was naked, he t r ied to FIX IT;  he t r ied 
to cov er his nakedness;  his t rue condi t ion.   He cov ered 
himself  wi th FIG LEAVES. 
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Our mot ive for covering our nakedness is FEAR.  Our f ig 
leav es are ANYTHING we use to cov er our t rue condi t ion 
of  nakedness.   But  thi s is exact ly a descri pt ion of  sel f -
r ighteousness.   W e try to cov er our t rue condi t ion of  
nakedness wi th whatev er wi l l  make us to  appear  
r ighteous.   I t is unbel ief  because we are using f ig leav es 
instead of  turning to Christ .  
 
God wants to peel  of f  our f ig leav es and expose our  
nakedness.   He wants to rev eal Christ  as our only  
r ighteousness.   But  to do so,  He must br ing us to where 
our declarat ion is that  of  the Psalmist  – a real izat ion of  
our t rue condi t ion unto faith in Jesus Christ .  
 

 
 

Nov 17 
Losing Our Righteousness 

 
LORD, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: 
neither do I exercise myself in great matters,  or in 

things too high for me.  (Ps.  131:1)  
 
By his own admission,  Saul  the Pharisee had been the 
most sel f -righteous person imaginable.   He had been the 
ant i thesi s of  what is declared by this Psalmist .   But  as is 
the case wi th most  of  us,  Saul  actual ly thought that  hi s 
condi t ion was Godly;  he thought he was in God’s wi l l . 
 
Once Paul  met Jesus Christ ,  he could no longer cont inue 
l iv ing in, and out  f rom, his own r ighteousness,  based on 
law-keeping.   In fact ,  Paul  had to LOSE ev erything about  
himself  that  he had used to establ ish hi s own 
r ighteousness.   He describes to the Phi l ippians how he 
LOST his l i f e – in which was included hi s own 
r ighteousness --  to Jesus Christ .    
 

Yea doubtless,  and I count al l things loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for whom I have suffered the loss of al l  things, and do 

count them as dung, that I may win Christ,  And be 
found in him, not having mine own righteousness, 

which is of the law, but that which is through the faith 
of Christ,  the righteousness which is of God by faith.   

(Phil .  3:8-9) 
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Paul  lost  hi s sel f -r ighteousness because he lost  HIMSELF 
to Jesus Christ .   And because he did – he FOUND Christ ;  
he was FOUND IN CHRIST.  But note his descript ion of  
being found in Christ :   “I  was found, not  hav ing a 
r ighteousness of  my own, but  I  was found hav ing a 
r ighteousness which i s of  God by fai th.”   Paul  found Chri st  
as hi s only r ighteousness.  
 
The fact  is,  i f  we want to W IN CHRIST and BE FOUND in 
Him, we must lose our own r ighteousness,  and discov er 
Christ  as our  only r ighteousness.   This i s the outcome of  
being led into the Truth, and the only resul t  possible i f  
Christ  is rev ealed in us.  
 

 
 

Nov 18 
Like Litt le Children 

 
Surely I have behaved and quieted myself,  as a chi ld 

that is weaned of his mother: my soul is even as a 
weaned child.   (Ps.  131:2)  

 
Many Christ ians are under the assumpt ion that  God wants 
us to become spi r i tual  giants.   Many think that  God wants 
to make us strong.   But  in real i ty,  God wants us to  
become as l i t t le chi ldren.   And rather than make us 
strong,  God wants to expose us as weak,  so that  by fai th, 
HE can be our st rength.  
 
When we were sav ed, we were joined to the Lord Jesus 
and became one spi r i t  wi th Him.  ( I  Cor.  6:17)  W e are 
planted into His death and resurrect ion.   From that  point  
al l  that  He is began to impact  us.   And that  impact ,  i f  we 
embrace i t , is going to REDUCE us – is going to expose 
us as NOTHING.  What else would we expect  to be the 
outcome of  being one wi th God; of  coming into a 
real izat ion of  Jesus Christ?  The Truth is,  we ARE nothing 
– and Chri st  is ev erything.   And God wants Him to become 
OUR ev erything. 
 
This means that  i f  I  am walking wi th Jesus Christ ,  picking 
up the Cross dai ly,  and coming into an inner  real izat ion of  
Jesus – i t  means that  the ONLY possible impact  and 
outcome is that  I  wi l l  become a l i t t le chi ld.   I  wi l l  become 
as a l i t t le chi ld unto God because that  i s always the 
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outcome of  spi r i tual growth.   Spi r i tual growth and matur ity 
is unto a chi ldl ike at ti tude of  heart  towards God. 
 

 
 

Nov 19 
The Interests of God 

 
Surely I wil l  not come into the tabernacle of my house, 

nor go up into my bed; I wil l  not give sleep to mine 
eyes, or slumber to mine eyel ids,  Unti l  I f ind out a 

place for the LORD, an habitation for the mighty 
God of Jacob.  (Ps.  132:3-5)  

 
One of  the impacts of  hav ing Jesus Christ  rev ealed in us 
is that  we wi l l  begin to seek HIS WILL for HIS GLORY – 
and al l  else,  including our own interests,  wi l l  become 
subject  to Him.  And the fact  is,  i f  we put  the interests of  
God FIRST, God wi l l  be wi th us – because we are 
commit ted to God’s interests.  
 
Of  course,  this i s nothing more than,  “seeking f i rst  the 
kingdom of  God.”  (Matt .  6:33)  If  we seek f i rst  God’s 
kingdom, God’s interests,  and God’s glory,  God wi l l  add to 
us al l  that  f i ts wi thin the wi l l  of  God and kingdom that  we 
are seeking.  
 
I t  is certainly possible to fake al l  of  this in a rel igious way,  
because we know we are supposed to seek f i rst  the 
interests of  God.  But  this is not  merely something we 
decide to do.   The fact  is,  i f  we wi l l  seek  God Himself ,  and 
begin to know and lov e Jesus Christ ,  we wi l l  be changed 
by the Truth – and we wi l l  v oluntar i ly seek f i rst  the 
interests of  God. 
 

 
 

Nov 20 
A Habitation for the Lord 

 
Surely I wil l  not come into the tabernacle of my house, 

nor go up into my bed; I wil l  not give sleep to mine 
eyes, or slumber to mine eyel ids,  Unti l  I f ind out a 

place for the LORD, an habitation for the mighty 
God of Jacob.  (Ps.  132:3-5)  
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Prophet ical ly,  this v erse is what might  be cal led,  “ the 
scary prayer. ”   I t  is an uncondi t ional  commitment to God, 
“ for whatev er i t  takes,” for Him to rev eal  Christ  in me, and 
br ing me into His ful lness.   I  am committ ing myself  to be a 
habi tat ion for Jesus Christ  – unto Hi s glory,  wi l l ,  and 
purpose.  
 
We usual ly think such a commitment to God is,  “scary,”  
because we are af raid of  what God might  have to do to get  
His wi l l .   But real ly,  we ought to be af raid of  NOT giv ing 
ourselv es to Jesus Chri st .   There is no future at  al l  in 
that .   But  that  aside,  we are talking here about actual ly 
experiencing Jesus Christ .   There is noth ing bad,  and 
ev erything good, about that  commitment. 
 
Jesus Christ  stated that  is anyone wanted to fol low Him, 
that  we must deny ourselv es,  pick up our Cross dai ly,  and 
LOSE our l iv es to Him.  The init ial way to do this is by 
asking God, “ to do whatev er i t  takes,” to br ing us to lose 
our l iv es.   And God wi l l  answer.   But  then we wi l l  FIND 
Christ  as our l i f e – we wi l l  actually experience what i t 
means to be a habi tat ion for the Lord.  
 
Rather than be af raid of  making this commitment to God, 
we should,  as the Psalm says,  make i t  our focus and goal .   
I t  is God’s purpose.  
 

 
 

Nov 21 
Seated With Christ 

 
The LORD hath sworn in truth unto David; he will  not 

turn from it;  Of the fruit of thy body will  I set upon thy 
throne.  If  thy children wil l  keep my covenant and my 
testimony that I shal l  teach them, their children shall  

also sit  upon thy throne for evermore.   (Ps.  132:11-12)  
 
This is a prophet ic promise to Dav id that , “ the f ruit  of  his 
body,” that  is,  “his seed,” wi l l  si t  on the throne.   The 
promise is ex tended also to al l  of  the descendents of  
Dav id. 
 
Of  course,  this promise is spi r i tual  – i t is intended for 
Jesus Christ ,  the t rue seed of  Dav id.   And,  “the chi ldren,” 
are those who come to Christ ,  and are born f rom abov e IN 
HIM. 
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Of ten,  when we read of  THRONES, we think of  reigning 
and rul ing wi th Christ  dur ing a thousand year reign of  
Christ .   But  RIGHT NOW Jesus Christ  is seated in  
heav enly places at  the right  hand of  God.  (Eph.1:20)   
RIGHT NOW believ ers are,  “seated wi th Christ  in heav enly 
places.”  (Eph, 2:5)  Indeed, when Jesus promised,  “To 
him that  ov ercomes wi l l  I  grant  to si t  wi th me in my throne,  
ev en as I  al so ov ercame, and am set  down wi th my Father 
in his throne” (Rev . 3:21),  He was not  merely referr ing to 
the ages yet  to come.  He was talking about NOW.  If  we 
ov ercome in Christ  we DO reign wi th Him. 
 
Note that  bel iev ers are not  given thei r OWN thrones.   No.   
We are promised to si t  wi th Christ  in HIS throne – and 
Christ  is al ready si t t ing wi th the Father in  the Father’s 
throne.  
 
Al l  that  God has for the bel iev er is found in Christ .   God 
has promised that  the descendents of  Dav id would forev er 
si t  on a throne.   Jesus Christ  i s that  seed of  Dav id,  and al l  
who are in Him are seated wi th Him in His throne.  
 

 
 

Nov 22 
The Desire of God to Inhabit His People 

 
For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired i t  for 

his habitation.  This is my rest forever: here wil l  I 
dwell;  for I have desired i t .   (Ps.  132:13-14) 

 
This is a remarkable verse because rather than speak of  
the desi re of  the bel iev er to be a dwel l ing place for God, i t  
rev eals God’s desi re to dwel l  in His people.   In the OT, 
Zion is always representat iv e of  the ful lness of  Jesus 
Christ  in His people.   Here we see God’s desi re to giv e 
Himself  to us;  to dwel l  in us --  and that  He is pleased to  
do so.  
 
God is lov e.   So when God says that  He desi res to inhabi t  
His people,  i t  is not  that  God prof i ts f rom i t,  or that  i t  adds 
to Him in any way.   No.   Because God is lov e,  God desi res 
Zion for His habi tat ion,  and says that  i t  is His rest ,  
because He i s able to pour out  His lov e and grace upon 
those in whom He dwel ls.   Again, since Zion is the 
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f ul lness of  Christ  in His people,  Zion would indeed be 
those upon whom God’s giv es al l  in Christ . 
 
Z ion is not  a  few special ly cal led people.   Anyone can be 
of  Zion.   But  you must LOSE yoursel f  to Christ  so that  you 
can FIND Chri st  as your l i f e – and come into His ful lness.   
In this we see that ,  “ losing to f ind,”  is not  a negat iv e 
thing.   I t  is an eternal ly posi t ive thing. 
 

 
 

Nov 23 
The Rest of God 

 
For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired i t  for 

his habitation.  This is my rest forever: here wil l  I 
dwell;  for I have desired i t .   (Ps.  132:13-14) 

 
When God was f inished c reat ing the heavens and the 
earth,  Genesis records that  He RESTED on the sev enth 
day.   God rested,  not  because He was t i red.   No.   He 
rested because He was f inished.   The seventh day was 
therefore a celebrat ion that  God was f inished creat ing and 
that  He was pleased wi th i t  as v ery good. 
 
When Adam sinned, al l  that  God created in that  f i rst  week 
was ruined.   I t  f el l  into the hands of  the enemy.  But  God 
immediately began a redempt ive plan,  promising Adam 
that ,  “ the seed of  woman,” would be the Redeemer.   (Gen. 
3:15)  That ,  “seed of  woman,” was Jesus Christ .   But  
Christ  did not  f ix  or repai r  humanity,  or the rest  of  what  
God had created.   Rather,  i t  al l  died IN HIM, and through 
His resurrect ion,  there came a NEW creat ion. 
 
The sev enth day Sabbath was a celebrat ion of  the old 
creat ion;  that  which was ruined.   But  once Christ  ushered 
in the NEW  creat ion in Himself ,  the Sabbath day was 
fulf i l led in HIM; the Sabbath rest  is now a PERSON.  
When we enter into Christ ,  we are enter ing into God’s t rue 
rest  – and we must cease f rom all  of  our labors.   The new 
creat ion is f inished in Chri st .   We must not  t ry to f inish i t . 
 
Now, hav ing said al l  of  that ,  God states that  Zion is HIS 
rest .   Z ion is His rest ,  because as the ful lness of  Christ  in  
His people,  Zion is ful ly at rest  wi th God in Christ .  God 
does not  hav e to do addi t ional  work in Zion --   Z ion is the 
f inished work of  God. 
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Nov 24 
Unity in Christ 

 
Behold,  how good and how pleasant i t  is for brethren 

to dwell  together in unity!  (Ps.  133:1)  
 

Uni ty in the body of  Christ  is not  a matter of  organizat ion,  
pol icy,  or ev en the resul t  of  ev eryone agreeing on a 
statement of  fai th.   Uni ty in Christ  is the resul t  of  each 
member sharing Hi s common LIFE – and a matter of  l iv ing 
f rom out  of  His l i f e by fai th for His interests and glory.  
 
The reason there is NOT unity is when people put  thei r 
interests before God’s interests.   Of  course,  this happens 
automat ical ly where people are ignorant  of  God’s 
interests.   And i t  happens when people are so deceiv ed 
that  they think that  God’s interests ARE thei r  interests.   
But  God’s interests center in Jesus Chri st  – His l i f e and 
presence in His people.   Jesus Christ  is the Rock upon 
which the church must be bui l t ,  and the basi s for al l  unity. 
 
Uni ty in Christ  – or COMMUNION in Christ  –  is,  according 
to the Greek meaning,  a matter of  hav ing Chri st  in 
common.  But  not  simply as a topic,  or merely by name.  
Christ ian are supposed to be uni ted wi th each other  
because they are f i rst  uni ted wi th HIM – and hav e His 
mind and His purpose.  

 

 
 

Nov 25 
Keeping Unity in Christ 

 
Behold,  how good and how pleasant i t  is for brethren 

to dwell  together in unity!  (Ps.  133:1)  
 

We are nev er commanded to CREATE uni ty in Christ .   
Nei ther are we ev er commanded to create or maintain 
uni ty by imposing a system of  LAW.  Rather,  we are told  
to KEEP the uni ty of  the fai th.   In other words,  by  
def init ion,  al l  bel ievers are joined to the Lord and one 
spi r i t  wi th Him.  ( I  Cor.  6:17)  That  automat ical ly means 
that  al l  bel ievers are one spi r i t  wi th each other – HIS 
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spi r i t .   W e are told to KEEP this uni ty in Christ  by  
KEEPING Christ  as the center for al l . 
 
One of  the most of ten repeated errors of  the church age is 
to t ry to create or maintain uni ty through LAW .  Today 
there are v arious,  “accountabi l i ty groups,” pr inciples of , 
“submission to authori ty, ”  and cul t - l ike teachings on this 
matter ev erywhere.   But  no law can create uni ty in Christ .   
Rather,  i t  creates uni ty around the law, or the group.   This 
is nev er of  God. 
 
Uni ty in Christ  among bel iev ers is based upon the 
personal  faith of  each bel iev er in Christ .   In other words,  
we are not  uni ted wi th Christ  because we are f i rst  uni ted 
wi th each other.   Rather,  we are uni ted wi th each other  
only i f  we are f i rst  uni ted wi th Chri st  on a personal  basis –  
l iv ing in the Truth.   Get this backwards and you wi l l  hav e 
a system of  law that  t r ies to glue Christ ians together.   I t  
wi l l  be destruct iv e. 
 
Jesus said,  “ I  am the Vine and you are the branches.   
Abide in ME.”  This is the basis for t rue uni ty.   True uni ty 
is nev er the produce of  the branches f i rst  abiding in each 
other.   The,  “hav ing in common,” of  the branches is 
Christ .     
 

 
 

Nov 26 
Standing by Night 

 
Behold,  bless ye the LORD, al l  ye servants of the 

LORD, which by night stand in the house of the LORD. 
(Ps.  134:1)  

 
“To stand by night  in the house of  the Lord,”  is the 
ant i thesi s of  fal l ing asleep;  of  sl ipping into error.   Thi s 
phrase is a prophet ic descript ion of  those whose spi r i tual  
discernment is the outcome of  knowing Jesus Christ .  
 
NIGHT is representat iv e of  the t ime when i t  is dark – a 
t ime when people are not  alert .  I t is a t ime of  danger;  a 
t ime when the enemy works the most.   But  i f  a person 
knows Jesus Chri st  they know THE LIGHT – and wi l l  be 
able to discern wi th Hi s mind.   These are those who 
STAND by night  in the church.  
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Now, of  course,  there hav e always been folks who are 
sel f -appointed apologists and watchdogs for the church.   
Thei r  minist ry consi sts of  point ing out  ev erything that  is 
wrong.  But  nowhere in scr ipture do we f ind a descript ion 
of  such a minist ry.   What we do f ind are those indiv iduals 
who hav e come into an inward knowledge of  Jesus Chri st  
– and thus,  they recognize both error and Truth.   They are 
those who stand by night  in the house of  the Lord.  
 

 
 

Nov 27 
God’s Peculiar Treasure 

 
For the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto 

Himself,  and Israel  for his peculiar treasure.   (Ps.  
135:1)  

 
The New Testament also cal ls bel iev ers,  “a pecul iar 
people.”   ( I  Peter 2:9 and Ti tus 2:14)  The Engl ish word 
does not  conv ey the meaning of  the or iginal  language.   
The word t ranslated,  “pecul iar, ”  means,  “possessed.”  In 
other words,  “a pecul iar people,”  means,  “a people 
possessed by God.”  The word,  “pecul iar, ”  would include 
that  bel iev ers are unique in that  sense – they hav e been 
purchased by God through the Blood of  His Son, and 
belong to Him. 
 
This Truth is rev ealed in other terms in the NT.  For 
example,  the most common terms used to refer to 
bel iev ers in the NT is,  “saints.”   The word,  “saint , ”  comes 
f rom the same root  word that  is usual ly t ranslated,  “holy.”   
But  HOLY means,  “ to belong to God.”  So there i t  is again 
– bel iev ers belong to God.  
 
Paul  wri tes,  “But  he that  is joined unto the Lord is one 
spi r i t  wi th Him…..Know you not  that  your body is the 
temple of  the Holy Ghost  which is  in you,  whi ch ye hav e of  
God, and ye are not  your own?  For ye are bought wi th a 
pr ice:  therefore glor if y God in your body,  and in your  
spi r i t ,  which are God's.”  
 
Because we are joined to Christ  by the means of  the spi r i t 
of  God, we are members of  Christ  – we belong to Him.  
Indeed, the term, “Holy Spi r i t, ”  means,  “ the spi r i t  that  sets 
aside for God; the spi r i t  that  makes you God’s 
possession.”  Thus,  the fact  that  a believer belongs to 
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God is rooted in the v ery def init ion of  Christ iani ty i tsel f :   
Christ  in us.  

 

 
 

Nov 28 
Eternal Security  

 
EO give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his 

mercy endures forever.   (Ps.  136:1)  
 

We read and hear phrases l ike,  “His mercy endures 
forev er, ” so of ten that  i t  is easy to pass r ight  ov er them 
and not  real ize the Truth behind them.  This phrase 
suggests the great  Truth of  eternal  securi ty.    
 
If  you hav e been born f rom abov e in Jesus Christ ,  you are 
a new creat ion in Him.  Jesus said that  those who bel iev e 
upon Him hav e,  “passed f rom death to l i f e. ”  Eternal  
securi ty is therefore based upon the nature of  salv ation 
i tsel f .   W e cannot pass f rom l i f e in Christ  back into death,  
i f  we,  in Christ ,  hav e actual ly passed f rom death into Hi s 
l i f e.  You cannot,  as i t  could be said,  be born again 
backwards.   The new bi r th cannot be lost .  
 
Paul  said,  “For godly sorrow works repentance to  
salv ation not  to be repented of . ”   Repentance,  which is a  
change of  moral  mind towards God, cannot  be repented 
of .   In other words,  once we t ruly repent,  we wi l l  not ,  
“repent of  repent ing,” and lose salv ation.   
 
Likewise,  John wrote,  “W hosoev er is born of  God does not  
commit  sin;  for his seed remains in him: and he cannot  
sin,  because he is born of  God.  (I  John 3:9)  This is the 
same John, who in this same epist le stated,  “ I f  we say we 
hav e no sin,  we deceiv e ourselv es,  and the Truth is not  in 
us.”   ( I  John 1:8)  Is John contradict ing himsel f?  On the 
one hand he says that  bel iev ers DO sin,  and on the other  
hand, he says that  we do not  sin.   The answer is found in  
what John means by sin.   In I John 1,  John is referr ing to 
the v arious acts of  sin we might  commit .   But  in I John 3,  
he is referr ing to THE SIN of  reject ing Christ  and coming 
into condemnat ion.   He i s saying that  anyone born of  God 
does not  commit  THE SIN of  rejecting Christ  – because 
the seed of  Christ  remains in him – in other words,  that  
person wi l l  nev er turn f rom Christ  because they passed 
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f rom death to l i f e by repent ing of  turning f rom Christ  – 
wi th a repentance that  wi l l  nev er be repented of . 
 
I t  ought to be a great  comfort  to know that  God’s mercy – 
lov e and forgiveness in Chri st  – endures forev er.   And 
that  ev en though we wi l l  sin everyday,  i f  we are t ruly born 
again we wi l l  nev er want to turn f rom Jesus Chri st .   We 
cannot lose salv at ion. 

 

 
 

Nov 29 
Repentance 

 
By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea,  we 

wept,  when we remembered Zion.  (Ps.  137:1) 
 

God judged Israel  for thei r  idolatry and He al lowed them 
to be taken capt iv e into Babylon.   W hile they were in 
Babylon,  many of  them began to real ize thei r  fool ishness.   
I t  was only when they lost  fel lowship wi th God in His 
purpose did they begin to ful ly appreciate i t . 
 
“Repentance,” according to the or iginal  languages,  means,  
“a change of  mind.”  But  i t doesn’t  mean a change of  mind 
as a thing unto i tsel f .   Rather,  real  repentance is a Godly  
sorrow that  leads to a change of  moral mind towards God.   
I  become conv icted by God Himsel f  of  my sin against  Him.  
I  see the grav ity of  i t  – and there comes a Godly sorrow.   
My moral  mind and heart  is changed towards God.  This is 
repentance.  
 
True repentance i s impossible for any one of  us to ini t iate.   
That  is why the Bible speaks of  the need for God to 
GRANT repentance.   Only God can penetrate the darkness 
of  the human heart  wi th a conv iction that  wi l l  make i t 
possible for a person to repent.   Of  course,  people can 
always refuse.   But  God must open the way for repentance 
by rev eal ing al l  things in Christ .  
 
The Bible says that  the GOODNESS of  God leads us to  
repentance.   God does judge and chast ise.   But  ev en 
those are His goodness.   For He intends to br ing us back  
to ZION – to His purpose of  ful lness in Christ .    
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Nov 30 

A Strange Land 
 

For there they that carried us away captive required of 
us a song; and they that wasted us required of 

us mirth,  saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion.How 
shall  we sing the LORD'S song in a strange land?  (Ps.  

137:4)  
 
Israel  had been carr ied away capt iv e into a strange land – 
in this case Babylon.   The Psalmist  is expressing an 
at t i tude possible for any believ er.  In his despai r ,  he is 
lamenting that  i t  is not  possible to worship God in THAT 
si tuat ion.   There is a v ery subt le accusat ion of  God in this 
statement – an accusat ion that  God is unfai r  to expect 
them to, “sing a song of  Zion,” under such terr ible 
ci rcumstances.  
 
This is one of  the chal lenges to fai th when we are in a  
t r ial .  I t is possible that  our natural  man wi l l  begin to react  
in such a way that  i t wi l l  seem impossible to bel iev e God, 
or to rejoice in our suf fer ing.   We may be tempted to think 
that  God has been unfai r to expect  us to funct ion as a 
chi ld of  God under these condi t ions.   W e are in turmoi l 
both f rom outside of  us and f rom wi thin.  How can be sing 
a song of  Zion? 
 
If  we want to  go on wi th God, we are ev entual ly going to  
f ind ourselv es in such a strange land.   But  rather than 
lament over our inabi l i t ies,  the whole purpose of  God in 
al lowing this si tuat ion i s so that  we wi l l  stop looking at  our  
inabi l i ty and bel iev e God regardless.   I f  we are to  
ov ercome, we hav e to face the impossible in ourselv es 
and real ize that  this is an opportuni ty to experience the 
v ictory that  is in Christ  Jesus.  
 
Paul  confessed, “But  we had the sentence of  death in 
ourselv es,  that  we should not  t rust  in ourselv es,  but  in 
God which raises the dead.”  ( I I Cor.  1:9)  If  God has 
brought us into a strange land,  we can be certain of  
sev eral  things.   Fi rst ,  i t  may be too much for us to bear in 
our natural  man.  But  i t  wi l l  not  be too much for us in 
Christ  – fai th in Christ  as,  “ the way of  escape,” wi l l  enable 
us to bear the t r ial .  Secondly,  i f  we wi l l  put  ourselv es 
aside and bel iev e at al l  costs,  we wi l l  ev entual ly come, “ to 
sing one of  the songs of  Zion,” whi le we are st i l l  in this 
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strange land.   For we may present ly remain IN this 
st range land,  but  in Christ  we wi l l  be f ree. 

 

 
 

Dec 1 
Freedom From Babylon 

 
O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; 

happy shall  he be,  that rewards thee as thou hast 
served us.   (Ps.  137:8)  

 
Babylon is representat iv e of  rel igious confusion and error.   
Since Adam sinned, Babylon was been reigning and rul ing 
on the earth.   But  more speci f ical ly, Babylon has inv aded 
and taken capt iv e the church.  
 
Babylon cannot be conquered and God’s people cannot be 
set  f ree by theology or ev en a l ist  of  sound doctr ine.   The 
only way in which people can be set  f ree f rom the spi r i t  of  
error is through an inward real izat ion of  Jesus Christ .   I t  
is the Truth that  sets us f ree,  and Jesus Christ  IS the 
Truth.   It  is by knowing HIM that  f reedom f rom Babylon 
comes. 
 
Christ ians by the thousands today are seeking some 
rel igious method for f reedom f rom various bondages.   
Many think that  i f  they get  the r ight  person to pray for 
thei r  del iverance f rom sin and bondage that  they wi l l  be 
del iv ered.   But this wi l l  not  work.   W e do need prayer for  
del iv erance – but  we need prayer for del iverance f rom 
UNBELIEF.  Jesus Chri st  has al ready done al l  there is to 
do for our del iv erance.   W e cannot add to that  or subtract  
f rom i t.   We need to see and bel iev e Him.  The greatest  
prayer of  al l  is that  God would open our eyes to see Jesus 
Christ  – that  we may come into an inward real izat ion of  
Jesus – this wi l l  set  us f ree and br ing our Babylon to the 
ground.  

 

 
 

Dec 2 
The Truth of the Word of God 

 
I wi l l  worship toward Thy holy temple,  and praise Thy 
name for they loving kindness and for Thy Truth.  For 
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Thou has magnified Thy word above al l  Thy name.  (Ps.  
138:2)  

 
What does i t  mean that  God, “has magni f ied His word 
abov e His name?”  W ell ,  i t  cannot mean that  God’s W ord 
is more important  than His name.  No.   But  i t  does mean 
that  God’s W ord is the f ramework wi thin which He wi l l  
always rev eal Himself  and work.   God wi l l  do nothing 
except that  i t agree completely wi th His wri t ten W ord. 
 
There are those today who would suggest  that ,  “God is 
doing a new thing.”  But  this is nothing more than a 
just i f icat ion to at t ribute anything imaginable to God – 
whether i t  be in scr ipture or not .   Some wi l l  ev en concede 
that  God wi l l  do nothing di rect ly contrary to His W ord --  
but  then they wi l l  add that  i t  is possible that  God wi l l  do 
things that  are not  ment ioned in His Word.   But  again,  
such thinking opens the door for great  decept ion – people 
can at t r ibute anything they please to God, saying that ,  
“God is doing a new thing.”  Ask them how they can know 
whether something is of  God if  they He wi l l  do things 
outside of  His W ord,  and thei r  answer is,  “We can di scern 
by His spi r i t . ” 
 
God did not  inspi re His wri t ten W ord only to then work  
outside of  i t .   Indeed, God’s wri t ten W ord is the wri t ten 
counterpart  of  the Liv ing Word,  Jesus Chri st .   God wi l l  
nev er work in any fashion that  is not  at  least  IN 
PRINCIPLE in His wri t ten W ord.   He wi l l  not  seem to,  
“magnif y His name abov e His W ord” – but  rather,  He wi l l  
always,  “magni f y His Word abov e His name” --  that  is,  His 
Word wi l l  always be the f ramework wi thin which God wi l l  
rev eal  Himself . 
 
God is NOT, “doing a new thing,” today.   Rather,  God is 
doing exact ly the SAME thing HE has always done – in  
Jesus Christ .   Hav e we exhausted Christ  – such that  now 
we must mov e on?  Those who demand that ,  “God is doing 
a new thing,” are,  in fact ,  forsaking the Truth – they are 
forsaking Chri st  for something else.   I t  is amazing how 
people can ev en at t ribute to God thei r  own unbel ief .  
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Dec 3 
Living From Out of Above 

 
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt  revive 

me:  (Ps.  138:7)  
 

God is not  normally going to come down and l i f t us out  of  
t rouble.   Rather,  He wi l l  of ten leav e us in t rouble,  so that  
through Christ ,  we might  l ive abov e i t .   This is the power  
of  resurrect ion l i f e.   I t is the bel iev er l iv ing f rom out  of  
abov e – f rom out  of  Christ  by the spi r i t  – despi te al l  of  the 
t rouble that  this world prov ides.  
 
There is also a more personal  appl icat ion.   When we were 
sav ed, Christ  joined us to Himself  in spi r i t.   ( I  Cor. 6:17)  
But  our physical  body and our soul  nature is not  joined to 
Him.  They remain outside of  that  spi r i tual union.   This 
automat ical ly creates the conf l ict  of  spi r i t  v s.  soul  in each 
bel iev er.  But through Jesus Chri st  and the power of  His 
resurrect ion,  those in Christ  can l iv e f rom out  of  Christ  – 
by abiding in Him by faith – despi te the fact that  we must  
deal  wi th our earthly nature each day.  
 
Our earthly nature prov ides us wi th much t rouble,  because 
i t  is contrary to Jesus Chri st .   But  i f  we abide in Christ  by  
fai th,  He wi l l , so to speak,  rev ive us,  or raise us up abov e 
that  earthly nature,  so that  we can walk in the spi r i t  of  
God, which is the spi r i t  of  v ictory. 

 

 
 

Dec 4 
God’s Will  Finish What He Begins 

 
The LORD wil l perfect that which concerns me: thy 
mercy, O LORD, endures forever: forsake not the 

works of thine own hands.  (Ps.  138:8)  
 

God wi l l  not  force Himsel f  on anyone, including bel iev ers.   
But  i f  we wi l l  go on wi th God despi te the cost ,  God has 
commit ted Himself  to f inish what He has started.   He wi l l  
br ing us into the ful lness of  Jesus Chri st .  
 
Paul  wrote,  “Being conf ident  of  this v ery thing,  that  he 
which hath begun a good work in you wi l l  perform i t unt i l  
the day of  Jesus Chri st . ”   (Phi l . 1:6) 
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We cannot do this for ourselv es.   But  there is one thing 
we CAN do:   Pick up our Cross – when God br ings i t  --  
and lose our l ives to Him.  We can say  to God, “Do 
whatev er i t  takes to f inish the work of  your hands – to  
f inish forming Christ  in me.”   That  is a prayer that  God 
wi l l  always answer.  

 

 
 

Dec 5 
Naked Before God 

 
O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me.  (Ps.  

139:1)  
 

Ev en though we might be shocked, disappointed,  or ev en 
af raid, because of  the sin or ev i l  that we are capable of  
producing out  of  ourselv es,  God is nev er surpr ised at  al l .  
Indeed, He may al low ci rcumstances in our l i f e that  wi l l  
br ing out  our sin – so that  we might  see i t ,  confess i t ,  and 
seek Him for f reedom.  God has searched us.   He knows 
us far more than we know ourselv es.   There is nothing 
that  is not  naked before Him. 
 
But  i f  that is the case,  then what is the point  of  t rying to 
hide f rom God; of  being less than completely naked before 
Him?  He sees al l  regardless.   And wants to br ing us to  
where we are open to Him. 
 
Hebrews records,  “For the word of  God is quick,  and 
powerful ,  and sharper than any two-edged sword,  piercing 
ev en to the div iding asunder of  soul  and spi r i t , and of  the 
joints and marrow, and i s a di scerner of  the thoughts and 
intents of  the heart .   Neither is there any creature that  is 
not  manifest  in his sight :  but  al l  things are naked and 
opened unto the eyes of  him wi th whom we hav e to do.”  
(Heb. 4:12-13)  
 
Rather than be af raid because God knows us,  we ought to  
inv i te Him al l  the more to search us out  and set  us f ree 
f rom anything that  is contrary to His Son.  This is what we 
wi l l  do i f  we t ruly come to know and lov e Him. 
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Dec 6 
Seeing God 

 
Such knowledge is too wonderful  for me; it  is high, I 

cannot attain unto i t .   (Ps.  139:6)    
 

The words of  this Psalm are simi lar to the words of  Job at 
the conclusion of  his great  t r ial : 
 

I know that thou canst do everything, and that no 
thought can be withheld from thee…. I uttered that I 

understood not; things too wonderful  for me, which I 
knew not…I have heard of thee by the hearing of the 
ear: but now mine eye sees thee.  Wherefore I abhor 
myself,  and repent in dust and ashes.  (Job 42:2-6)  

 
Job had accumulated much informat ion and teaching 
about God.  But  then he was plunged into a great  t r ial  wi th 
no explanat ion.   And in his t r ial ,  nothing worked.   He 
could not  f ind God.  So through most of  Job’s suf fer ing he 
wanted to see the reason why he was suf fer ing.   But 
instead of  seeing hi s the reason why he was suf fering,  
Job saw GOD HIMSELF. 
 
When we see Jesus Christ  we wi l l  be struck wi th awe.  We 
wi l l  not  even care W HY.  And the fact is,  seeing Jesus as 
the outcome of  a t rial  IS THE W HY – i t is why God has 
al lowed  the suf fer ing.   If  we wi l l  – by fai th -- give 
ourselv es to God through our t r ial ,  we wi l l  ev entual ly 
come to see God Himsel f . 

 

 
 

Dec 7 
The Omnipresent God 

 
Whither shall  I go from thy spiri t? or whither shall  I 

f lee from thy presence?  (Ps.  139:7)  
 

The fact  that God is ev erywhere at  the same t ime should 
nev er be confused wi th panthei sm – the false idea that  
God is IN ev erything.   God is not  IN everything.   But  He is 
nev ertheless ev erywhere al l  at  once.  
 
When Adam sinned, God remained omnipresent.   He did 
not  leav e this world.   But  the world lef t  Him – nei ther this 
world nor the human race was any longer const i tuted for 
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God.  For the most part ,  God took His hands of f  of  this 
world.   Most  of  what happens in thi s age is NOT the wi l l  of  
God.  But  God does use some of  i t  f or His purpose,  
because the fact  is,  His people do l iv e in this age.  
 
Rather than be IN ev erything of  this world,  God is cal l ing 
His people OUT of  this world into His Son.  In Christ ,  God 
has not  f ixed the old creat ion.   Rather,  He has made a 
new creat ion in Christ  Jesus.  

 

 
 

Dec 8 
In the Hands of God 

 
Even there shall  thy hand lead me, and thy right hand 

shall  hold me.  (Ps.  139:10)  
 

Natural  thinking ev en in a Christ ian wi l l  tend to interpret  
God through ev ents.   W hen things go bad,  we think that  
God is wi th us.   W hen things go good, we think that  God 
is not  wi th us.   In real i ty,  we ought to interpret  ev ents 
through God.  
 
A Christ ian is one who is,  “ in Christ . ”   That  means that ,  by 
def init ion,  i t is impossible for Jesus Christ  not  to be WITH 
us.   He is IN us.   And He is always fai thful unto His 
purpose.  
 
Ev en though we may not  see God, we can know that  He 
sees us.   Ev en though we may not  know where He is 
leading,  we can t rust  that  He knows, and that  He has our  
hand.  Fai th in God is based, not  on what W E see,  or upon 
what W E feel .   I t is based upon HIM – that  He is faithful  
regardless of  whether we are present ly in a hel l  or in a 
heav en.  He wi l l  use al l  f or His purpose.  

 

 
 

Dec 9 
Light and Darkness 

 
If  I say,  Surely the darkness shall  cover me; even the 
night shall  be l ight about me. Yea, the darkness hides 

not from thee; but the night shines as the day: the 
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darkness and the l ight are both al ike to thee.   (Ps.  
139:11-12)  

 
When a bel iev er is in the dark,  they cannot see God.   
When a bel iev er is in the l ight ,  they are able to see God.  
But  regardless of  whether we are in the darkness or the 
l ight ,  and regardless of  whether we can see God – He see 
us.   In fact ,  darkness and l ight  are al ike to Him.  Nei ther 
has any ef fect on Him.  He sees ALL.  
 
We hav e a tendency to pray to God as i f  we need to  
inform Him – we see this tendency in the Psalms.  We 
someone think that He is unaware or doesn’t  real ize 
certain things.   Doing that  is not  wrong – but  i t  is MORE 
for us – because God al ready knows.   Darkness and l ight  
are al ike to Him. 
 
I t  is encouraging to know that  God knows what we don’t  
know – ev en about what concerns us.   That  is why i t  is 
good and wise to pray,  “Not my wi l l , but  Yours,  Lord.”   He 
has an eternal  perspect iv e and is always fai thful . 

 

 
 

Dec 10 
God Knows Us 

 
Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and 

know my thoughts.   (Ps.  139:23)  
 

The Psalmist  cries,  “O God, KNOW me.”  This cry of  the 
heart  to God is real ly a cry that  WE might  know God.  How 
so?  Because the only way to know God is to open 
ourselv es and ask Him to know US.  
 
God al ready knows us.   There is nothing that  He can 
discov er about us that  He does not  al ready know.  Thus,  i t 
is fol ly to t ry to hide f rom Him.  But  i f  I  want to know God I  
must  open mysel f  to Him.  
  
To the ex tent  that  I  put  up wal ls to God, I  wi l l  not  be able 
to see Him.  To the ex tent  that  I  am open to God, I  wi l l  
discern Him.  The barr iers I  put  between mysel f  and God 
do not  keep Him f rom knowing Him.  But  they wi l l  keep me 
f rom knowing Him. 
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Dec 11 
The Wiles of the Devil 

 
Del iver me, O LORD, from the evi l  man: preserve me 

from the violent man;  Which imagine mischiefs 
in their heart; continually are they gathered 

together for war.   (Ps.  140:1-2)   Devices and wiles 
 

Of ten when the Psalms ment ion enemies,  and contain  
prayers that  God would br ing curses upon enemies,  these 
stand as types and shadows of  what we can pray  
regarding Satan or ev en our own f lesh.   Satan and our  
f lesh are the real  enemies – not  f lesh and blood.  
 
The NT reveals that  Satan has a calculated plan to 
destroy God’s purpose in each bel iev er.  That  is meaning 
behind the phrases,  “W e are ignorant  of  the dev ices of  
Satan” ( I  Cor.  2:11),  and,  “Put on the whole armor of  God 
that  you may be able to stand against  the wi les of  the 
Dev il . ”   The forces of  ev i l  always imagine,  “mischief ”  – 
they are always gathered for war.  
 
Satan always t r ies to accompl ish his purpose through 
DECEPTION – v ery of ten rel igious decept ion.   He wi l l  t ry 
to deceiv e us by playing upon some v ulnerabi l i ty in our 
natural  man or f lesh.   Our prayer ought to  be that  God 
would del iv er us through a knowing of  His Son, Jesus 
Christ .    

 

 
 

Dec 12 
Abiding in Christ 

 
Surely the righteous shall  give thanks unto thy name: 
the upright shall  dwell in thy presence.  (Ps.  140:13)  

 
When we are sav ed, we are joined to the Lord and made 
one spi r i t  wi th Him.  That  is a real i ty for ev erything who i s 
a Christ ian – a Chri st  is IN CHRIST, or i f  you prefer,  a  
Christ ian is one in whom Christ  dwel ls.   But  nev ertheless 
we must learn to abide,  or dwel l ,  in Christ ;  in His 
presence.  
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By fai th,  we are supposed to abide in Christ  and learn to  
draw f rom Him all  that  we need for l i f e – both spi r i tual ly 
and mater ial ly.   He is the Vine and we are His branches – 
that  means that  He is our ALL.  No branch draws f rom out 
of  i tself .   The branches l iv e f rom out  of  the Vine.  
 
As we walk through l i f e, we are going to encounter many 
things that  giv e us a choice:   Draw upon ourselv es,  our  
wi ts,  our emot ions,  our resources – or forsake ourselv es 
and abide in Christ  for al l .   Christ  wi l l  either BE our l i f e, 
or we wi l l  resort  back to our natural  l iv es.   These things 
must become a real i ty in our pract ical  experience.  

 

 
 

Dec 13 
Prayer as Incense 

 
Let my prayer be set forth before 

thee as incense; and the l i ft ing up of my hands as the 
evening sacrif ice.   (Ps.  141:2)  

 
The word for PRAYER in the or iginal  language is a picture 
of  standing before the Lord wi th raised,  open arms.  And 
al though this might  make us think in terms of  receiv ing 
f rom God – and right ly so – i t is l ikewise a picture of  
of fer ing up to God.  Actually,  the two are one and the 
same.  W e give ourselv es to God – because only i f  we do 
can we receiv e what He has in Jesus Christ .  
 
One of  the gif ts brought to Jesus at  His bi r th  was incense.   
Incense is of ten used to picture prayers of fered to God 
that  please Him.   
 
Jesus said that  we must lose ourselv es to Him in order to 
f ind Him as our l i f e.   (Matt.  16:24-25)  I t  isn ’t  that  we are 
to bargain wi th God.  But we are to lose ourselv es to Him 
f reely so that  we can f reely receiv e f rom Him all  that  He 
is,  and al l  that  He has.  
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Dec 14 
Fixing Our Eyes on Jesus 

 
But mine eyes are unto thee, O God the Lord.  (Ps.  

141:8)  
 

To f ix  your eyes upon Jesus means many things.   F i rst  of  
al l , i t means that  we must take our eyes OFF of  al l  else.   
We cannot be looking to ourselv es for help.   W e cannot 
accept that  ci rcumstances,  or  other people,  are going to  
determine our l ives.   We won’t  l iv e ignoring our  
ci rcumstances,  but  our eyes wi l l  be on Christ  despi te 
being in the midst  of  them. 
 
To f ix  your eyes upon Jesus obv iously means to t rust  Him.  
But  because Jesus Chri st  IS the Truth,  i f  we f ix  our eyes 
upon Him we wi l l  see the Truth – and we wi l l  see al l  else 
in the l ight  of  Him.  Al l  spi r i tual discernment is the 
byproduct  of  seeing Jesus Chri st ;  of  f ix ing our eyes upon 
Him.  F inally, i f  we f ix our eyes upon Jesus,  we wi l l  see 
Him as our hope and example:   
 
Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about wi th so 
great  a cloud of  wi tnesses,  let  us lay aside ev ery weight ,  
and the sin which doth so easi ly beset  us,  and let  us run 
wi th pat ience the race that  is set  before us,Looking unto 
Jesus the author and f inisher of  our fai th;  who for the joy 
that  was set  before him endured the cross,  despising the 
shame, and is set  down at  the r ight  hand of  the throne of  
God.(Heb. 12:1-2)  
 

 
 

Dec 15 
Trusting God in Despair 

 
When my spiri t  was overwhelmed within me, then thou 

knew my path.   (Ps.  142:3)  
 
Because we are born wi th a sin nature – and are al l  the 
more hindered by a bl inded natural  mind – God must take 
us r ight  where we are.   He has to take human beings who 
are at  enmi ty against  Him and make them one wi th Hi s 
Son – and br ing them into His eternal  purposes.   That  
means that  i f  God is going to make Christ  our l i f e; our new 
dwel l ing place,  He must tear down al l  that  we hav e bui l t 
upon ourselv es.   As He does,  we wi l l  natural ly seek to  
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hold on;  seek to cont inue to own ourselv es.   As we fai l , 
we may despai r  ov er what is happening to us.  
 
Now, of  course,  there wi l l  be many times along the way on 
our path that  we can refuse to go on wi th God.  But  i f  we,  
despi te our despai r ,  and lack of  understanding,  wi l l  
commit  to go on wi th God, no matter what i t  takes,  God 
wi l l  get  His purpose.  
 
Our spi r i t  may,  at  t imes,  ov erwhelm us – but  God knows 
our path.   And at  the end of  that  path,  despi te al l  of  the 
ups and downs along the way,  wi l l  be an inward 
real izat ion of  Jesus Christ  and al l  of  the purposes of  God 
that  are found in Him. 

 

 
 

Dec 16 
Trust Solely in Christ 

 
I looked on my right hand, and beheld,  but there 

was no man that would know me: refuge fai led me; no 
man cared for my soul.   I cried unto thee, O LORD: I 

said,  Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land of 
the l iving.  (Ps.  142:4-5)  

 
Jesus Christ  is the source of  al l  spi r i tual  blessings in the 
church.   (Eph. 1:3)  In Him are al l  the gif ts,  and al l  of  the 
f ruits of  the spi r i t  – He is the Vine and we are the 
branches.   He is our LIFE – and wi thin His l i f e is al l  that  
God has to giv e humanity. 
 
But  God wants to use the gi f ts of  Christ  to minister to Hi s 
people,  and of ten He wi l l  use those gi f ts through members 
of  His body.   Thus,  i t  isn’t  that  God giv es us a spi r i tual  
gif t  and tel ls us to use i t  FOR Him.  No.  Rather,  God tel ls 
us to abide in Christ  by fai th, and as we do,  His gif ts and 
minist ry wi l l  emerge to minister to others.  
 
Howev er,  al l  of  that  being said,  no minist ry that  is of  
Jesus Chri st  is ev er going to make people rel iant  upon 
others.   Ev en if  the gif t of  Christ  is coming THROUGH 
others,  i t wi l l  nev ertheless teach them to solely depend 
upon Christ .   Al l  t rue minist ry wi l l  edif y people to abide in 
Christ  as thei r  sole source of  l i f e, and sole object  of  thei r 
fai th. 
 



 296

These things have I written unto you concerning them 
that seduce you.But the anointing which ye have 

received of him abides in you, and ye need not that 
any man teach you: but as the same anointing teaches 
you of al l things, and is truth,  and is no l ie,  and even 

as i t  hath taught you, ye shall  abide in him. ( I Jn.  2:26-
27)  

 

 
 

Dec 17 
God’s Answers to Prayer 

 
Hear my prayer,  O LORD, give ear to my supplications: 

in thy faithfulness answer me, and in thy 
righteousness.  (Ps.  143:1)  

 
So of ten,  in our ignorance and unbrokenness,  we plead for 
God to giv e us what we desi re.   W e pray,  “in the name of  
Jesus,” for al l  k inds of  things – some good, and some 
foolish.   But God is not  going to answer any  prayer in the 
name of  Jesus unless Jesus would pray i t .   He is not  
going to answer prayer according to our wi l l , but  
according to HIS.   And that  is something for which we 
ought to be thankful . 
 
God is fai thful and God is r ighteous.   Therefore,  when 
God answers prayer,  and mov es in our l ives,  His answer s 
wi l l  always be IN His fai thfulness,  and IN His 
r ighteousness.   For example,  God is not  going to stroke 
your ego.   He is not  going to hurt other people to please 
you.   He is not  going to help you sav e your l i f e – because 
He tel ls you to lose i t .  Examples could go on.   But i f  you 
gather al l  of  this up,  God is going to answer prayer  
according to Christ ,  and not  according to us.   But  again,  
for this we should be thankful . 

 
 

Dec 18 
Justif ication Through Christ 

 
And enter not into judgment with thy servant: for in 

thy sight shall  no man l iving be justi f ied.   (Ps.  143:2)  
 

If  I  am a person who walks under the law, seeking to  
establ ish my own r ighteousness before God, I  may not  
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real ize i t,  but  I  am actually asking God to enter into 
judgment wi th me.  By v i rtue of  the fact that  I  am l iv ing 
under the law, I  al ready AM put t ing myself  under Hi s 
judgment – and my l i f e is geared to passing that  
judgment. 
 
Paul  wrote,  “No man is just i f ied by the law i n the sight  of  
God.”  (Gal .  3:11)  Much of  what God must do in the l i f e of  
someone who t r ies to be just i f ied by the law is to br ing 
them into a total  fai lure,  col lapse,  and loss of  thei r  sel f -
r ighteousness.   Then if  we are open to God,  He wi l l  show 
us the answer in Jesus Christ :  

 

But now the righteousness of God without the law is 
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 

prophets,  even the righteousness of God by faith of 
Jesus Christ unto al l  and upon al l  them that bel ieve.   

(Rom. 3:21-22)  
 
God wi l l  legal ly IMPUTE to us the r ighteousness of  His 
Son i f  we bel iev e:   This is,  “ just i f icat ion by faith.”   But  
more,  God wi l l  IMPART to us Jesus Christ  Himself .   Jesus 
wi l l  be,  “made unto us r ighteousness.”  Christ  in us wi l l  be 
the only r ighteousness we hav e,  and the only we need.  

 

 
 

Dec 19 
The Work of God’s Hands 

 
I remember the days of old; I meditate on al l  thy 

works; I muse on the work of thy hands.  (Ps.  143:5)  
 
The work of  God’s hands are always are ref lect ion of  God 
Himself .   “The heav ens declare the glory o f  God.”  (Ps.  
19:1)  Indeed, we are told,  “Al l  your ways are Truth.”    
 
What this means is that  God is not  the author of  
confusion;  He i s not  the creator of  ev i l  or t ragedy in thi s 
world.   God is a redeemer.   He is lov e. 
 
At  the foref ront  of  the work of  God’s hands is that  He is 
creat ing His people in Christ  Jesus.   Paul  says,  “W e are 
His workmanship,  created in Chri st  Jesus.”  (Eph. 2:10)   
This means that  al l  that  we are in our natura l  man is NOT 
God’s workmanship.   But  once we are uni ted wi th Chri st ,  
God does being a work in us.   He seeks,  not  to make us 



 298

LOOK l ike Jesus,  but  He creates us IN Christ  Jesus,  that  
is,  He seeks to manifest  Christ  through us.  

 

 
 

Dec 20 
Our Life is Hid With Christ in God 

 
Del iver me, O LORD, from mine enemies: I f lee unto 

thee to hide me.  (Ps.  143:9)  
 

Trials are of ten the place we learn to l iv e in Christ .   But  
we are learning that  for a reason – God wants us to l iv e in 
Christ  at  al l  t imes,  not  just  when we are in t rouble.   
Indeed, our l i f e is supposed to be buried,  hidden wi th  
Christ  in God. 
 
If  ye then be risen with Christ,  seek those things which 

are above, where Christ sits on the right hand of 
God.Set your affection on things above, not on things 

on the earth.For ye are dead, and your l i fe hid with 
Christ in God.  When Christ our l i fe shall  appear,  then 

shall  ye also appear with him in glory.   (Col.  3:1-4) 
 

Note:   W e are dead.  W e are crucif ied wi th Christ .   Our 
l i f e is Christ  Himself .   But  in this present age,  i t  does not  
yet  appear what al l  of  that  wi l l  mean.  I t does not  yet  ful ly 
appear what i t  means to be in Christ .   ( I  John 3:2)  Our  
l i f e is HID wi th Christ  in God.  When Christ  comes back – 
when He appears – then al l  that  i t means to be in Christ  
wi l l  also be rev ealed. 
 
In this age,  we ought to f lee unto God – embrace His 
del iv erance in Christ  through the work of  the Cross – so 
that  our l i f e can be hid wi th Christ  in God.  That is our 
only refuge f rom the enemy. 
 

 
 

Dec 21 
Spiri tual  Warfare 

 
Blessed be the LORD my strength,  which teaches my 

hands to war,  and my fingers to f ight.   (Ps.  144:1)  
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Spir i tual  warfare is nev er a matter of  us t rying to defeat  
the enemy.  There is no possibi l i ty of  that .   But  in fact ,  the 
enemy has ALREADY been defeated – the v ictory of  Jesus 
Christ  is f inished.   Thus,  v ictory or defeat  for the bel iev er 
is based solely on FAITH – in the One who i s the 
embodiment of  v ictory. 
 
This is why al l  spi r i tual  warfare in the NT is described as 
a STAND BY FAITH.  W e do not  f ight  to WIN.  No.   We 
f ight  to STAND by fai th – in the v ictory that  Jesus has 
al ready won.  W e don’t  f ight  to win ground; we f ight  to 
hold ground in Christ  Jesus.  
 
Finally,  my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 

power of his might.Put on the whole armor of God, that 
ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the 

devil .For we wrestle not against f lesh and blood, but 
against principal i t ies,  against powers,  against the 

rulers of the darkness of this world,  against spiri tual  
wickedness in high places.Wherefore take unto you the 
whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand 

in the evi l  day,  and having done al l,  to stand.Stand 
therefore.   (Eph. 6:10-14)  

 
God must TEACH us how to stand by fai th.   But  this is not  
a technique or method.  God teaches us how to stand by  
br inging us into an inward knowledge of  His Son, Jesus 
Christ .  
 

 
 

Dec 22 
What is Man? 

 
LORD, what is man, that thou take knowledge of 

him! or the son of man, that thou make account of him!  
(Ps.  144:3)  

 
God made man to be ONE wi th Himsel f ,  and to l ive as an,  
“ex tension,” of  Him – as a product  of ,  and a v ehicle unto,  
His purpose for al l  creat ion.  But Adam sinned, and that  
made i t  impossible for the Adam race to come into the 
purpose of  God. 
 
This Psalm is quoted in the book of  Hebrews and appl ied 
to Jesus Christ .   Jesus Chri st  was the only begotten Son 
of  God, who became a man, that  is,  the God-man.  This 
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was necessary for the redempt ion of  humani ty.   I t  was 
necessary  to make i t  possible for man to become one in  
Jesus Christ .  
 
The immense purpose of  God through Hi s Son depends on 
the Truth that  Jesus Christ  is the Son of  God.  And that  
He, as the Son of  God, became the Son of  Man.  For i t is 
through The Son – through the God-man, that  the Father  
restored Hi s purpose in humani ty.   God intends to bi r th  
many sons and daughters IN the Son – to  not  only use 
humani ty for His purpose – but  to giv e humani ty His 
eternal  inheri tance in Christ .  

 

 
 

Dec 23 
Only Christ Wil l  Abide 

 
Man is l ike to vanity: his days are as a shadow that 

passes away. 
 

Many t imes throughout scr ipture,  God warns against  the 
fol ly of  l iv ing for this l i f e;  for l iv ing for ourselv es.   This 
age,  and al l  that  is in i t ,  is going to pass away.   And al l  
that  wi l l  remain is that  which is of  Jesus Chri st .  
 
Ev en many Christ ians do not  real ly grasp this.   But  i t  is a 
fact .  I t  is a fact ,  not  only mater ial ly,  but  spi r i tual ly.  
Professing Chri st ians are bui lding many things in the 
name of  Christ .   They are bui lding IN THEMSELVES much 
that  they think is spi r i tual .   But  i t  is earthly.   What is being 
bui l t  is not  of  Christ ,  but  is bui l t of  the mater ials of  natural  
man.  That which is bui l t  of  natural  man is not  necessari ly 
ev i l  – but  i t  can appear qui te rel igious.   But  i t  is not  
eternal .  
 
If  what we are bui lding is of  natural  man, then the reason 
is that  we hav e at  some point  sidestepped the work of  the 
Cross – for i t  is the desi re of  God to crucif y that  which is 
natural .   But  by the time that God is f inished,  ALL that  is 
of  this age,  and ALL that  we hav e bui l t – inwardly and 
outwardly – that  is not  of  Christ  is going to be burnt  up.   
The resul t  wi l l  be that  only that  which is of  Christ  wi l l  
remain.  That  is not  bad news.  I t is good news, and 
something ov er which to rejoice. 
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Dec 24 
The Greatness of God 

 
Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and his 

greatness is unsearchable.   (Ps.  145:3)  
 

Passages l ike this one f rom Psalm 145 rev eal  the fol ly of  
t ry ing to reduce God down into a theological  formula.   
Indeed, ev en TRUE doctr ines cannot search Him out  – 
they can only correct ly scratch the surface.   God not  only 
l ives eternal ly,  but  He is eternal .  
 
But  despi te the unsearchable greatness and glory of  God, 
the Son of  God, Jesus Christ ,  was born into this world –  
born into this world f rom the outside – and walked among 
us.   He was a human being,  but  as a human manifested 
the Father to the degree possible as a human.  W e 
somet imes get  a gl impse of  what was i n Him during 
moments l ike the t ransf igurat ion.   
 
During this age,  i f  we come into an inward real izat ion of  
Jesus Christ ,  we wi l l  catch a gl impse of  the greatness of  
God, and the unsearchable r iches in Jesus Christ .   But 
ev en then,  the best  wi l l  st i l l  be in the nex t  age.   As Paul  
wri tes:  
 
Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,  neither have entered 

into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him.  ( I Cor.  2:9)  

 

 
 

Dec 25 
The Everlasting Kingdom 

 
Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy 

dominion enduresthroughout al l  generations.  (Ps.  
145:13)  

 
The kingdom of  God is not  merely a place or a people 
ov er which God rules.   Rather,  the kingdom of  God is 
God’s rule i tsel f  – ov er any people or place.   Since the 
New Cov enant began, CHRIST IN US is the kingdom of  
God in us.   The kingdom of  God is the King Himself ,  and 
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then al l  that  is in Him.  THIS kingdom is eternal  and 
cannot be defeated.  
 
God intends to begin His kingdom during this age IN HIS 
PEOPLE through the indwel l ing of  Jesus Christ .   Jesus i s 
to be made LORD of  each of  us personal ly.   I t  would be a 
shal low kingdom if  i t  were populated by people in whom 
Christ  did NOT dwel l .   But  once God establ ished Christ  in  
His people,  He can then use them IN CHRIST as those 
who reign and rule wi th Christ  in the eternal  reign of  God 
ov er al l  creat ion.  
 

 
 

Dec 26 
In Spiri t  and Truth 

 
The LORD is nigh unto al l  them that cal l  upon him, to 

al l  that cal l  upon him in truth.   (Ps.  145:18) 
 

I t  is impossible to cal l  upon God IN ERROR and expect  
that  he wi l l  answer us IN ERROR.  He wi l l  not .   God wi l l  
nev er af f i rm error in any of  us.   Jesus Chri st  is the Truth.   
Those who worship God must worship Him in spi r i t  and in  
TRUTH.   
 
These are the facts because God wants to redeem us.   He 
wants to br ing us to Christ ,  and once we are there,  to 
br ing us into the knowledge of  Jesus Chri st .   He cannot do 
that  i f  He cooperates wi th error,  or i f  He promotes any  
way that  is contrary to Chri st .  
 
The Lord is near to them that  cal l  upon Him – if  those that  
cal l  upon them are asking to be brought into the Truth.   
We may not  present ly know much Truth or know much 
about God.  But  i f  we ask Him to del iver us in Christ ,  we 
are,  in fact ,  cal l ing upon Him in Truth.  

 

 
 

Dec 27 
Spiri tual  Sight in Christ 

 
The LORD opens the eyes of the bl ind.  (Ps.  146:8)  
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In Adam, man is born bl ind to God; man is born spi r i tual ly 
bl ind.   Natural  man may conv ince himself  that  he DOES 
see,  by using rel igion,  or by using the psychic realm.  But 
Jesus di rect ly stated,  “Unless you are born f rom abov e, 
you CANNOT see.”  (John 3:3)  I t isn’t  a matter of  God 
al lowing you to see.   You CANNOT see.  There is no 
capaci ty for spi r i tual  sight  in natural  man. 

 
The only way in which the eyes of  those born in Adam can 
be opened is i f  they f i rst  die to Adam through the Cross of  
Jesus Christ .   Then they wi l l  be rai sed IN CHRIST.  And 
HE wi l l  be thei r  LIGHT.  Once someone is born f rom abov e 
they do hav e the capaci ty to SEE – to see God.  But they 
must learn the Truth;  they must learn WHAT they are 
seeing.  
 
I t  is one thing to be bl ind.   But  i t  is qui te another to NOT 
KNOW you are bl ind – in fact , to think that  you SEE.  That 
is decept ion.   But  God can open the eyes of  the bl ind.  
Thus,  one of  the f i rst  things God does is to show us that  
we ARE bl ind.   Then we can begin to seek God for sight .  
And i t is not  possible for us to want to see more than God 
wants to open our eyes.  

 

 
 

Dec 28 
Faith That Pleases God 

 

The LORD takes pleasure in them that fear him, in 
those that hope in his mercy.  (Ps.  147:11)  

 
Despi te the fact  that  none of  us can muster up out  of  
ourselv es the fai th necessary to seek God – faith comes 
by hearing God – i t  is nev ertheless a fact  that  God wi l l  
speak to us in a way that  wi l l  bi r th a measure of  fai th – 
enough for us to know to turn to  God.  And if  we turn to  
God by faith,  this pleases Go.  Hebrews records:  
 
But without faith i t  is impossible to please Him, for he 
that comes to God must bel ieve that he is,  and that he 
is a rewarder of them that di l igently seek him.  (Heb. 

11:6)  
 
God would not  requi re that  anyone turn to Him if  they 
could not  turn to Him.  Thus,  once we know enough to turn 
to God we must do so.   W e must del iberately choose to  
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bel iev e that  God is fai thful  and that  He is a RESPONDER 
– which is the proper t ranslat ion – to those who do turn to  
Him and seek Him. 
 
This is the most basic descript ion of  fai th.   We must 
bel iev e that  God ex ists – that  He is accessible.   And we 
must bel iev e that  He wi l l  respond to us – maybe not  the 
way we expect  or desi re – but  He is not  indif ferent  to 
those who seek to draw near to Him. 

 

 
 

Dec 29 
The Name of the Lord 

 
Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his name 
alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth and 

heaven.  (Ps.  148:13)  
 

“The name of  the Lord,”  is representat iv e of  al l  that  He IS.   
To do something,  “ in the name of  the Lord” is to do what  
He would do.   To ask God something,” in the name of  the 
Lord,”  is to ask what He would ask.   To praise,  “ the name 
of  the Lord,”  is to praise the Lord Himsel f . 
 
The thi rd commandment states,  “Thou shal l  not  take the 
name of  the Lord thy God in v ain.”   Once we understand 
the meaning of ,  “ the name of  the Lord,”  we should see 
that  this commandment forbids more than just  what we 
would cal l ,  “swearing.”  I t  f orbids using,  “ the name of  the 
Lord,”  unto that  which is not  for HIS glory.  I take, “ the 
name of  the Lord in v ain,”  i f  I  at t r ibute to God what is NOT 
of  God.  I  misuse His name if  I  misrepresent Him in 
teaching,  pract ice,  or in personal  conduct .   I  take His 
name in v ain i f  I  cal l  mysel f  by the name of  Christ  – but  do 
not  bel iev e and t rust  Him. 
 
If  we honor God only wi th our l ips,  but  our heart  is far 
f rom Him, Jesus said,  “ In v ain do they worship me.”  
(Matt .  15:8-9)  I t is possible to praise God wi th your l ips,  
but  in doing so,  to be guil ty of  taking His name in vain – 
because your heart  is far f rom Him.  True praise i s f rom 
the heart  – based in faith and worship in spi r i t  and in 
Truth.  
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Dec 30 

Praise God in the Congregation 
 

Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise in the 
congregation of saints.   (Ps.  149:1)  

 
There are many congregat ions today that  spend much 
t ime in thei r  weekly serv ices singing and praising the 
Lord.   There are others that  spend much less t ime doing 
these things.   But  i f  we read the NT, and grasp the Truth 
being rev ealed there,  God looks completely past  both 
possibi l i t ies into the hearts of  al l  of  these people.  
 
Jesus said,  “This people draws nigh unto me wi th thei r  
mouth,  and honors me wi th thei r l ips;  but  thei r  heart  is far 
f rom me.But in v ain they do worship me, teaching for 
doctr ines the commandments of  men.”  (Matt . 15:8-9)  
 
Jesus also said,  “But  the hour comes, and now is,  when 
the t rue worshippers shal l  worship the Father  in spi r i t  and 
in t ruth:  for the Father seeks such to worship him.God is a 
Spi r i t : and they that  worship him must worship [him ]  in 
spi r i t  and in t ruth.”   (John 4:23-24)  
 
From these passages,  we see that ,  “ to prai se the Lord in  
the congregat ion,” means more than just  hav ing a worship 
t ime.  I t means to belong to Him, and to l iv e for Him – and 
to edi f y each other in the Truth of  Christ .   That  is t rue 
praise and i t  is t rue worship – regardless of  whether we 
spend much t ime, or l i t t le time, praising God wi th our l ips.  

 

 
 

Dec 31 
The Restoration of Al l  Things 

 
Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise 

ye the LORD.  (Ps.  150:6)  
 

Jesus Chri st  has f inished al l  that  is necessary for the 
redempt ion of  the human race.   But  even the redempt ion 
is unto an ev en greater purpose:   The rest i tution of  al l  
things under God through Jesus Christ ,  His Son.  The ful l  
purpose of  God through Christ  i s expressed in this v erse:   
I t  wi l l  be fulf i l led when al l  of  creat ion – not  just  in words,  
but  because i t  manifests God – wi l l  praise the Lord.  
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Regarding Jesus,  Peter preached, “W hom the heav en 
must receiv e unt i l  the t imes of  rest i tut ion of  al l  things,  
which God hath spoken by the mouth of  al l  his holy 
prophets since the world began.  (Acts 3:21)  
 
When ev erything that  has breath prai ses the Lord,  i t  
means that  there is NOTHING contrary to Him.  And that  
is the ful lness of  His purpose in Christ .  
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